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TRANSLATOR'S   PREFAGE. 


1  HOTU  that  this  tranjlation  will  he  found  a 
copious  and  ufeful  fupplement  to  Mr.  Swin- 
burne s  excellent  account  oj  his  Travels  in  the 
Two  Sicilies;  and  that  the  obfervations  of  Ahhi 
FortiSj  and  M.  de  Sails' s  ample  defcription  of 
the  Lake  of  Celano^  and  of  the  Claudian  Emif- 
fario,  will  render  it  additionally  acceptable  to 
the  public.  I  trujl  that  an  avowal  of  my  total 
ignorance  of  natural  hi/lory  will  be  accepted 
as  an  excufefor  fuch  errors  as  may  be  found 
in  my  trarijlation^  relative  to  that  branch  of 
fcience  ;  for,  although  I  have  ufed  great  dili- 
gence, in  order,  as  much  as  poffible,  to  remedy 
the  defedty  I  am  confcious  that  the  naturaUft 
will  find  much  to  cenfure  and  amend,  particu- 
larly in  the  article  of  conchohgy.  Befides  that 
difficulty  y  I  have  had  to  contend  with  a  variety 
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of  provincial  ejprejfims,  peculiar  to  Switzer- 
landy  and  with  a  multitude  oj  errata^  as  well 
in  the  text  of  the  original,  as  in  the  different 
quotations  \  for ^  although  theAuihor  has  noticed 
upzvards  of  one  hundred  and  thirty  errors  of 
the  prefsj  the  book  has  been  fo  carelefsly  cor- 
reSiedy  that  I  am  confident  I  could  enumerate 
two  hundred  more.  But  I  hope  that  this  cir- 
cumjiance,  and  the  pains  I  have  taken  to  render 
the  tranflation  as  cprreSt  as  poffible,  will  in 
fome  meafure  entitle  it  to  the  indulgence  of  the 
public. 

Februaty,  I7W* 

Note.  The  map  of  the  Two  Sicilies,  annexed  t§ 
Mr.  Swinburne'* s  Tour,  may  be  confulted  with  ad-- 
vmitage  by  the  reader  of  the  follozmng  pages. 


CONTENTS. 


aSBcsts 


CONTENTS. 


SECTION    I. 


"pvEPARTURE  from  Naples— Population  of  tkc 
^^  Terra  di  LavorcK— Foot  of  the  Appennines-^ 
Singular  ftrata—AYellma— Hazel  nut-*Error  of  Mr. 
Swinburne  —  Arismo  —  Marine  exuTOi,  fo  frequent 
amongft  the  Appenninev  accosted  for— View  from 
Ariano— .Valley  of  Bavino— Ordona^— Cerignola-— Bar* 
letta  (upon  the  Adriatic) — ^Fig-trees-*Spechie^  or 
ipiral  Ijiovels— Trani — Road  to  the  bridge  della  Lama— • 
Obfervations  upon  the  i^ethod  of  making  road^^  anA 
upon  the  infecurity  of  the  country.— 

SECTIOJW   n. 

Ma  dilMfttta— Abbe  FortisH  account  of  die  va« 
riwilbcliaf  fiOtpetirv  fwnd  aidiat  cavern— QUer- 

-     *  a  Tationa 


U     CONTENTS. 

Tations  upon  the  oondtift  of  gOTcrnment  relative  to 
the  faltpetre — ^Town  of  Molfetta— Ancient  agreement 
between  that  place  and  Amalfi.— • 

•  '       ""  -  , 

SECTION    III. 

Execrable  road  to  Giovenazzo — Bari— Remarks 
upon  the  trade  of  the  Apulian  fea-ports— Forefts  of 
almond-trees — Oak-foreft  of  Gioia— St.  Bafil— Duke 
of  Martina  and  his  mother-shepherds  and  their 
muilc— Dairy— Flocks  of  fheep,  and  their  diftribution^ 
Milking  houfe^  and  mode  of  milking  the  iheep^Me- 
thod  of  ixianaging  the  fheep— More  attention  paid  to 
cheefe  than  wool— Difbrder  to  which  the  flxeep  are 
fubjeft — ^Exhibition  of  horfes —Value  of  them  and 
mules—Remarks  upon  the  mifmanagement  of  gotem« 
ment  in  taxing  horfes  exported--4!!SttIe— Obfervations 
upon  the  bad  ftate  of  agriculture^  in  theldngdom  of  Na« 
pleSi— Defcent  into  the  plain  pf  Taranto,  covered  with 
olive-plantatidns — Arrival  at  Taranto. 

SECTION    IV. 

Situation  of  Taranto— Its  population,  from  1778  to 

l787-*'R^matk$  upon  the  population  of  Tiranto^and 

the  naghbouring  provincesi  at  their  paoSfliMtHhing 

-'  period— 


CONTENTS.  14* 

period-*>River  Gdafus— AqiieduA — Ancient  theatre  «I 
Archytas— 'Cape  San  Vito — Calcareous  tufa  full  of 
marine  bodies— Mare  piccolo — ^Monte  'Tcftaceo^ — Gbi^ 
fervations  upon  the  purple  dye  of  the  ancients— River 
Tara — Meeting  between  OAavius,  Ofbavia,  and  Antony 
—Salt  pics— Iflands  of  Santa  Pelafglay  and  Sant  'An-' 
drea,  the  Chaerades  of  the  ancients — Botanical  and 
entomological  remarks  there — Morafies  near  TarantOy 
the  caufes  of  the  unwholefome  air— Diftribution  of 
land  belonging  to  Taranto — Management  of  the  cotton-; 
plant,  and  its  produce— Figs— Oranges  and  lemons- 
Dates— Various  forts  of  fruit —  Trade—Tarantula— 
Women. — 

SECTION     V. 

Departure  from  Taranto — Carofino— Aloes— Orfi 
—Earthen  vafes— Agriculture— Marchefa  Michania— 
Brindifi— Its  ancient  profperity,  and  prefent  mifery— 
State  of  the  harbour-i-Unfuccefsful  attempts  by  the 
Cheiralier  Pigonati  to  re-eftabli£h  it— Botanical  exfie- 
rimentSy  and  obfervations  by  Dr  Manni—- Lecce— Su- 
perfano— Entomological  remarks  and  experiments— 
'  Volcanic  afhes— Preficcie— Rich  and  beautiful  country 
—Tobacco  plant— Promontory  of  Santa  Maria  di 
a  2  Leuc»«- 


tr 


CONTEtrtS. 


Lencft— Yinr  of  the  Acroc&rauniaii  mountain8--<Ob» 
lenratbns  upon  the  rage  for  fui^reffing  the  monaftic 
srdcrs^^Aquariga—Ugento-^-Gallipoli-* Trade  in  oU-^tn 
1h  Frefta— Caltivation  of  the  oliT&.ti«e— Varktiei 
~  ^hiCKdr-*-Metfaod  of  gathering  the  olives,  and  making 
the  oil*— Machines  for  preffing  the  olives — The  difeales 
•nd  enemies  peculiar  to  the  olive-tree— 'Nardo— Trade 
in  cotton  and  fnuff— Cuftom  in  letting  land— Cafalnu* 
^o  (the  ancient  Maaduria)— Old  walls,  chapel,  and 
Tkults— Nava — Return  to  Taranto«-Sir  William  Ha» 
roHton— The  baronial  rights— Remarks  upon  them^ 
the  mUery  of  the  vaiTds,  and  the  diflblute  manners  of 
the  nobility — Honourable  mention  of  the  late  Prince  of 
Franca-villa— Ufeful  inftltution  of  the  Jefuits,  and  the 
bad  management  of  the  council  of  Finance— Evils  at« 
tfii4ing  the  eftaUUhment  of  boirrds  in  the  metropolis 
aloiii.'— 

SECTION    VI. 

Finaldeparture  from  Taranto-i-P^angianac-Culture  of 
the  Tine— The  mode  of  making  wine-^Immenfe  and 
uninhaUted  plain— Altamura— Depopulated  tra£b— » 
A&drh-^Caaofk^Foggla^Tavc^liere  di  Puglia-J[ts 
extent  and  diftributio9-»Bad  management  of  it<^Me» 

thod^ 


thods  of  turning  it  to  bcttar  account — Manufcripts 
foand  at  Troja— The  irtilof  of  Boviao— -Arrival  at 
Naples.-^ 

SECttON    VIL 

Abb6  Fords— Mii  actouttt  of  the  country  between 
Molfetta  and  Terliatzl—Teito^ti—Ruvo— Hills  of  La 
Margia—Oravina^^Fair  at  that  place  -Saltpetre  caverns 
— ^Matera^— Saltpetre  caverns— Population  of  Matera— 
Ignorance  of  the  dergj— Horrid  exterior  and  depraved 
manners  of  the  populace— -Canfes  thereof,  tod  of  the 
Tarious  fingolar  diforders  to  wiuch  they  are  fubje£b-* 
Altamura.-** 

SECTION  vni. 

Departure  from  Naples— Villas  at  Portici — ^Lava^  and 
its  component  parts --Nocera— Its  depraved  inhabitants 
— Pifkurefque  valley  of  La  Cava— Salerno — The  fair 
at  that  place — ^Prices  of  horfes  add  cattle — ^Buffaloes — 
Singular  anecdotes  of  that  animal— Vietri — ^Ducheis  of 
Maiti0a*-LaCava^Method  of  catchingwild  pigeons^^ 
Remarks  upon  the  liombard  princes  of  Salerno,  and 
the  period  t>f  their  annihilation— Pceftum— Tern 
pies  there^Rofe  of  Poeflum— Bad  air— Abbey  of  La 
Trinita-Ju  valuable  archives-^Retura  to  Naples,— 

SECT. 


COWTEWrs: 


SECTIOU    IX. 


Departure  from  the  capital— Capua,  audits  fertile 
foil— CalvwPrefenzano-^Obiervations  upon  the  mal'- 
aria,  fa  prevalent  in  the  fouthern  parts  of  Italy— San 
Gennano— Amphitheatre  «» BenediAine  convent  at 
JMonte  Camno— Its  territory  and  revenue— Santo  Pa- 
dre—Arpino—Qoth  manufadlories— Bufts  of  Cicero 
and  Marius«*.Baron!al  rights — Ifola—Caftle— River 
Gar^liano— Pi£hirefque  beauty  of  the  country— Cice- 
ro's villa  upon  the  banks  of  the  Fibrenus — Delightful 
retirement— Sora — Caufc  of  itsdecline«.Memorial  pre- 
lented  to  the  king  of  Naples,  by  feveral  communities, 
relative  to  a  highway— Remarks  thereon— ^Valle  di  Ro- 
▼eto—Civitella—Campeftrello— Monte  Salviano— Pine 
prcrfpefl:— Arrival  at  Avezzano. — 

SECTION     X. 

Situation  of  Avezzano — Its  population  —  Alba— 
Profpeft  from  it— Walls,  and  other  remains  of  ancient 
Alba-CharlesofAnjou— Reptiles— Bay  of  LaPedogna 
in  the  lake  of  Celano— Ancient  Penna—Luca— Trafac- 
co—Antuchio— Inroads  of  the  lake— San  Benedetto- 
Ancient  Marruvium— Property  of  the  Colonna  and 

Cefarini 


CONTENTS.  «a 

Cefarini  hmiUcs,  in  the  lake«-Their  rights  Crnited--^ 
Arquebufade  water«-»VuInerary  herbs-— Ancient  me£- 
cal  reputation  of  the  Marfi,—  . 

SECTION    XI. 

Hiftory  .  c^  the^  Lake .  of  Celano  —  Its  increa^ 
•-^The  Emperor  Claudius  -caufes  a  canal  to  be.  made 
for  carrying  off  the  \raters«-r Account  of  the  mea- 
fures  taken  for  that  purpofe^  and  its  defe^«JKiefla^k» 
upon  the  fecret  channels  aearXa  Pedoj^^  ^aidnprn, 
the  Aquae  Martias — ^Abbe  Lolli«»His  endeavoisrs  $0 
get  the  Claudian  Emiflai*io^reftpred-^ir  Wm.  Hamil- 
ton affifts  hinu- Bad  conduft  of  the  engineer  Carle^a-. 
Examination  of  the  canals  approved  by  him— Their 
defeas—AAual  ftate  of  the  Claudian  !Emifiario--^Ob- 
jedlions  to  its  reftoration^  anfwored— Its  good  coafe- 
quences  difplaycd— The  expence  of  rcftoring  it— Papers 
relative  to  its  commencement^  and  the  ftoppage  cf 
futher  proceedings— —• 

SECTION  xn. 

Pefckia— Defcription  of  the  lynx  of  Abruz20 — ^Ftuv 
ca  tnrofa-— Violent  wind — ^Goriano  Siculo— Fine  view 
^f  the  valley  of  Sulmona-^Celeftine  convent  at  Suhno- 

na— 


vobable  caufes^^ 
pr<s>diaAions 


^v  *^*  sm. 

mpan  the  netv"  rotd— 

^irtft  of  th^  women  in 

mode  of  life,  wa» 

ion  of  the  Axuahty  of 

caftoms— Venafro — 

T^tt    Arrival  at  Na|>le9.— — 


\J?eiNDIX. 


•V-^-i^^4^iiM 


.-^MhtAvtad. 


TRAVELS 


T    RAVELS 


T  o 


NAP  L.E  S. 


SECTION   I. 

From  Navles  to  Molfbtta. 

ACCOMPANIED  by  the  worthy  Arch- 
bifhop  of  Taranto,  of  the  family  of 
C^pece-Latro,  and  by  the  celebrated  natura* 
lift.  Abbe  Fortis,  I  left  Naples  upon  the 
twenty-iixth  of  March,  1789,  and  followed 
the  Apulian  road,  which  leads  dire£Uy  to- 
wards the  north-eaft,  acrofs  the  Terra  di  La* 
Yoro  into  the  Apennines.  During  fifteen  miles 
Kre  traverfed  the  level  and  uniform,  but  ex- 

B  tremely 
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the  ignivomous  mountains.  It  appears  indeed 
that  as  well  thofe  in  the  diftrifl:  of  Pozzuoli,  as 
-Vefuvius  in  particular,  muft  formerly  have 
been  much  larger  than  at  prefent  j  for  there 
is  no  other  method  of  accounting  for  the 
ftreams  of  lava  at  Cifterna  and  Cimitile,  places 
that .  are  iituated  in  a  dire£t  Ime  with  Vefu* 
vius  and  Somma,  and  are  now  fo  covered  and 
protefted  by  the  Somma  from  the  eruptions  of 
VefuVius,  as  to  be  in  no  degree  expofed  to 
fuch  ftreams  of  lava  as  we  find  there^  and 
which  for  a  very  long  period  have  been  broken 
into  by  the  inhabitants  of  thofe  towns  for  the 
ptirpofes  of  building.  We  may  therefore  boldly 
conclude,  with  Sir  WiWam  Hamilton,  that 
•Scfrnffla  and  VeiuVius  once  formed  one  great 
Yokano,  whofe  <$Vft)cuations  have  produced  the 
circumjacent  plain.  Thus  were  the  Phlegrasan 
fields  raifed  out  of  the  fea  by  a  volcano,  not 
far  from  t^  Camaldoli  and  the  fake  Ag- 
nano. 

At  Cimitile,  twelve  miles  from  Naples,  we 
began  to  fee  door  and  window  cafes  of  Iime« 

iione. 
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Hone,  which  is  brought  from  the  neighbouring 
Apennines^  and  is  ufed  in  the  conftru£lion  of 
the  houfes  in  moft  of  the  other  villages.  Be* 
yond  Cimitile,  and  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Avella,  commence  the  plantations  of  nut  bufhes, 
which  continue  beyond  Avellina. 

Near  Cardinale,  fifteen  miles  from  the  me- 
tropolis, we  reached  the  foot  of  the  Apennines, 
precifely  where  a  branch  of  the  principal  mafs, 
advancing  towards  the  fouth,  joins  the  fea  at 
Caftellamare,  and  ftretching  forward  to  the 
Cape  of  Campanella,  forms  the  beautiful  coaft 
of  Sorrento,  or  the  fouth-eaft  boundary  of  the 
magnificent  bay  of  Naples,  whilft  the  grand 
chain  continues  its  courfe  towards  the  fouth- 
eaft. 

A  continued  afcent  conduced  us  up  a  narrow 
valley,  chiefly  planted  with  vines  below  and 
hazel  bufhes  in  the  middle,  and  fhaded  at  the 
top  by  chefnut  trees,  which  crown  the  fummits 
of  the  furrounding  hills.  As  the  chefnut-trees 
are  moftly  of  the  wild  fort,  their  fruit  is  given 
to  the  fwine  ;  but  the  chief  profit  arifes  from 

B  3  the 
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the  wddd,  wliich  is  wrought  into  ftavcs  for 
calks.    Ifkw  abundance  of  cherry-tree$  by  t\fQ 
way-fide }  and  the  cytifus  with  its  p^idant  yd* 
low  floiwars^  nodded  to  and  firo.    This  valley  is 
^gularly  circuinftanced  with  reCpefl  to  U$ 
.  ftrata ;  at  its  e«jtrancp^  m  a.  ravine,  over  which 
is  a  bridge,  liineftone  of  the  hardeft  quality 
forms  the  loweft,  r^pllk)  the  next,  a»d  greyifli 
red  tufa,  the  VPP^^  flratum.    Far^h^r  on,,  r*- 
pillo  is  feen  on,^ach  fide  of  (he  rQad,.il^heA  the 
Tolcanid  tufa,  of  all  colours^  and  where  thie.  e  ye 
can  pierce  d^p  enough>>  the  limeftonc  beneath 
iL    But  this  limeftone  frequently  i^ears.  in 
great  banks^  in  the  midft  of  theie  vedcaaic 
.peod(u£tions,  aind  proje6ks  beyond  them  ;  and  I 
might  almoft  fay  that  after  the  waters  had  hoi* 
lowed  out  the  vallies  in  the  calcareous  mafs, 
either  Yefuvius  in  its  original  height,  or  fome 
0ther  volcano  arifen  in  this  country,  had  again 
illed  them  with  rapillo  and  tufe>  whijch  all  lay 
ki  perpendicular  ftrata,  until  they  in  Uieir  turn 
were  hollovired  out  by  the  waters  down  to  the 
liaeftone.    Such  revciutions  feera  indeed  very 

contradiftory 
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eonttBidiQory  to  our  recbited  chronology  j^dnd 
in  faft  ftiany  of  oBfeirets  of  *tiie  vdlcanorfs, 
in  jSiCily  and  Italy^;  fe»ye  pofitively  declared  it 
to  be  lUnfoutided.  Bat  before  the  fibal  dcci- 
fldn  of  .Uwiimportant  qufeftion^  I  wi&rto.kfao^ 
whataqboubts  we  have,  dnd  might  prbcnrfc  of 
th$  varU>v^  revolutions,  of  iiattut^  diiring  thfe 
lift  2O0O  years ;.  how.  fer  wb  may;  from  white 
U  known  to  us,  draw  conclufiohs  as  td  v^af  Jies 
hidden  from  ils^  and  flnhllyiwhfctheVTtethe  firft 
period  of  our  globe's  ei:ifteilcej  We  IhouMlndt 
btttibuCe  to  it  very  difFerefat  {Jokers^  a  great'ft 
fcope  for  the  6j5fei?atidto  oT  thofe  jjoWers^  find 
co!^fe(|uentIy  greater  (Changes  than  wi4  at  p?e- 
ffent  difcoVet.  In  my  opimoti  this  point  has 
been  hjr  no  mfeafis  plated  in  its  propehr  KgUti 
or  fofficifently  diftuffedi.  ; '^ 

Ihe  afoent  termiliateis  Ht  Monte  Forfc,  a 
cOfl^derable  village,  beyond  which,  ^s  yirellBb 
Hi  tb^  before-mentioned  valley,  we  reniarkea 
feveral  low  huts  of  a  femicircular  fonh,:  built 
of  ftorie,  and  covered  with  tile's.  They  are 
Weftdd  for  the  pnrpbfe  of  preferving  the  foow^ 
B  4  which 
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The  manufafttuteS  ancj  othfer  curidities  6f 
this  Ifown  and  neighbourhood  havfe  been  ib 
amply  defctibeid  by  Swinburne,  that  I  aHow 
myieif  to  |)afs  ovjer  them  m  filence.;  but  I  can^ 
not  hel^  contradi£tihg  his:  k&ition^f^  that  the 
women  waih  their  hair  6nce  a  *rdfek  withjfc  ^ 
lye  of  iwood-aihes^  that  ohanges  it  ftojoa  a  dark^ 
kowtl  colotir  to  a  flaxen  yellov*',  of  mac^  dife 
fereiit  tints."  This  is  certainly  not  true,  fof 
they  wafli  tbemfelves,.as  iii  moft  other  parts  (rf 
Italy,  with  pure  Ivater ;  and  the  If  e  \frould^  liij 
my  opinion,  be  prej-ttdieial  bolil^  t0.  the  headi 
andtothd^hair.  .        :  \    ,  . 

AtellinaioWtis.Jtsy.fertility  tp  the  .volcanic 
foil,  of  which  its»  whole  territory  coiififts.  It 
is  hardly  poffibie  thai;  this;fliould  proceed  from 
Vefuvius;  and  as  the  Amfanfti  Vallies  are  not 
far  diftant,  and  at  this  day  exhale  y^ry  power- 
ful mephitic  vapouris,  it  is  highJj^  probable  thit; 
thefe  environs  were  covered  with  the  evacuated 
contents  of  a  volcano,  which  orit^  -  txiftdd 
there. 

Upon  the  twenty-feventh  we  continued  our 
routfe  to  Ariano,  twenty-fix  miles  from  Avel- 

lina. 
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Una;  With  the  diftriQ:  of  tlielaft  mentioned 
town  terminates  the  fertility  of  the  foil ;  or'  at 
leaft  the  careful  cultivation  of  it  very  evidently 
diniiniihes.  The  tufa  cpntfimed  ^out;  fix 
sniles,'  a^  far  as  Pratola^  v^hen  it  wboUy.i^^- 
p9are4».^d.  the  ipad  bec^pip  <:ovefe4  yfi^  Ac 
£ne||  pebbles.  \  ;    ::  >    i      .::.'.  /.t./ 

;  NearPratola  a»  fteep:.<Jeiliept:con4^<E4  us 
into  a  valleyj,  bounded  oa  ewii  fid^  J^  i^^de- 
rate  hilk  of  puddingi:ftoneS, under,  which  J  dif- 
CQTered  the  hard  cakareoius  roclc.  .How the 
j(br];ne^  came  there  I  am  ^t.^  lofs  to  determine; 
for  in;th^  p^rt  of  the  Apennines  are  no  v^ry 
)iJghino]|>i4tains,  no  long  and  deep  vaUies^  and 
po  fpacious  lakes^  to  pccaiion  fuch  an  aflem- 
Wage  by  the  fudden  fwelling  of  a  torrent,;  or 
the  rapid  and  violent  orerflowmg  of  a  lakC:; 
and  yet  thefe  mailes  could  not  have,  exifled 
without  a  confiderable  inundation. 

Pratplaij  Serra,  Mirabella,  Grotta  Minarda,, 
and  Dente  Cane,  oiFer  nothing  renurikaUe, 
fave  the  breed  of  white  fwine  at  the  laft-men- 
tioned  place;   a  rarity  in  the  kingdom  of 

Naples, 
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Naples,  where  the  fwine  are  univerfally  black, 
and  are  therefore  never  called  "  Porci/*  but 
Animali  neri. 

Except  a  few  vineyards  near  Grotta  Mi* 

,  harda,  where  the  vines  no  longer  twine  round 
the  trees,  but  are  fattened  to  low  (lakes,  the 
whole  country  is  one  continued  corn-field. 

Ariano  is  fituated  upon  the  uneven  fummit 
of  a  lofty  mountain,  which  appears  to  belong 
to  the  higheft  creft  of  the  Apennines.  This 
hill  confifts  of  a  calcareous  fort  of  tufa,  full  of 
marine  bodies,  wholly  bruifed  to  pieces,  in 
very  oblique  ftrata,  inclining  to  the  weft. 

Although  fome  traces  of  volcanos  are  dif- 
coverable  in  the  vicinity  of  Ariano,  I  am  ftill 
far  from  agreeing  with  another  traveller,  that 
thefe  marine  exuviae  have  been  pumped  out  of 
the  fea  by  a  volcanic  eruption,  without  the 
intervention  of  a  deluge.  It  is  true  that  nearly 
throughout  the  whole  chain  of  the  Apennines, 
by  which  Italy  is  divided,  we  meet  with  vol- 

.    canos,  which  in  part  ftill  remain  vifible,  and 
in  part  have  left  behuid  thenl,  as  proofe  of  their 

cxiftence. 
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exiftence,  the  piaterials  >?vhich  they  ejeSecl. 
On  the  other  fide  of  Ariano,  about  thirty 
miles  from  it,  but  in  the  &me  chain,  lies  the 
mountain  Voltore,  the  laft  extioguiihed  vol* 
cano  that  is  known  amongft  the  Apenninesf^ 
which  afterwards  ftretch  through  the  two  Ca- 
Jabrias,  and  frequently  change  their  calcareous 
nature  into  a  fort  of  granite.  But  whoever  con* 
fiders  the  enormous  quantity  of  petrified  and 
fofliLihells  which  are  fometimes  found  inheaps^ 
and  fometimes  in  regular  layers,  in  various  parts 
of  this  mountainous  tra£l,  muft  confefs,  fiirft, 
that  the  volcanos  are  too  few  to  have  raifed 
all  thofe  (hells  out  of  the  fea,  and  fecondly, 
that  a  forcible  explofion  could  never  form  fuch 
regular  ftrata.     If  we  farther  remark,  that  the 
hard  limeflone  generally  compofes  the  bafis  of 
the  volcanos  themfelves,  it  will  not  be  denied 
that  the  waters  at  firft  covered  the  calcareous 
mountains  of  Italy,  and  that  the  volcanos  ftill 
yifible  amongft  them,  were  produced  atTubfe^ 
quent  periods,  and  perhaps  when  Vefuvius 
and  the  volcanos  in  the  Phlegraean  Fields 

were 
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were  faif^d  out  of  fhe  fbi^.  Wc  muft  there* 
iopeliaye  recanrfe  to  Ibme  great  mundatioD, 
hi  order  to  account  for  the  vaft  quantity  of 
raarine  produ£)i(»is  found  amongf^  the  Apcn- 

The  fituatioB  of  Ariano  is  extremety  romaiv- 
tic;  fop  the  bili  upon  which  it  'ftands  is  fup* 
rounded  by  wcil  cultivated  vaHies,  fuU  of  vine-* 
yt»ds  and  trees,  whilft  upwards  of  a  thoufand 
^ottosiy  hollowed  out  im  various  parts'  of  the 
Uffv  form  the  habitations  of  the  poor^:  who  find 
it  merjn  eafy  to  dig  into  the  (ok  tufa>  and  to 
fiMrm  a  pent-houfe.  Thefe  troglodyte  dwellings 
apevep)?  frequent  in  tlie  foulhern  parts  of  t^ 
kkigdoni^  where  the  excavations  in  the  extent 
five  ranges  of  foft  tu&>  afibrd  a  mofl  plesfant 
afylum  againfi  the  heats  of  fo  fultry  a  climate. 
Tfce  view  from  the  higheft  point  of  Ariano  is 
extremely  fine*  Towards  the  north  eaft;  the 
eye  penetrates  far  into. the  province  of  Princi- 
pato  Uhi-a,  whofe  capital,  Monte  Fufcolo,  is 
feme  leagues,  diftant  from  Ariano,  and  is  ren- 
dered femous  by^  a  mine  of  fofiil  charco^^ 

which 
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which  was  difcovered  by  a  prkft^  but  which  a 
certain  Ranieri. found  the  means  of  cQnyertinif 
to  his  own  advantage.  Not  far  diftant  appears 
the  city  of  Ben^vento,  at  the  foot  of  a  lofty 
mountain,  and  at  the  confluence  of  two  rivers^ 
It  is  fcarcely  poffible  to  imaigine  how  the  Kmg 
of  Naples  can  permit  facha  foreign  fovereignty 
m  the  centre  of  his  daminions.  Without  k* 
curring  to  the  irregular  methods  employed  by 
^e  Holy  See  to  acquire  it  (mid  which  apd  now 
brought  to  light  by  that  part  of  the  Arabian 
Codex  which  contains  the  let;ters  of  the  firft 
Norman  Princes),  the  damage  done  to/ the 
crown,  partly  by  the  fmugglers,  and  partly  by 
the  afyliun  which  it  affords  to  crimii^lsi'  of 
every  defcription,  would  be  a  fufficient  matim 
for  feizing  Benevento,  and  its  diftri6i,  :Tant 
nucci  had  already  laid  hi$  hands  upon  it ;  twt 
Spapifti  intrigue  outweighed  the  welfare  of  tha 
ftate^  and  it  wa^  reftored.  Although  the  vi^w 
on  ^e  other  fide  of  the  hill  of  Af  iano  is,  foipnot 
%hat  ponfined  by  the  Apennines,  it  is  not  the 
kfeagr^ieable;  for  the  hilly  and  irregular  trafts^ 

covered 


for. 

in 

nv 

1); 


-  N  are  ex- 
.    -e. 

it  Ariano^ 
jen  country, 
Ciined  plain, 
:>  rhe  valley  of 
*ttfn  Savignano 
^s  great  fatisfac- 
.  >    J  It  the  exaft  mi- 
.  .  /drts  of  his  native 
;;^a\  s,  even  to  the 
.,   kids,  embelliflied 
..^    ;.c  Lvcalionally  inter- 
,  . .:.  :ii^i  rugged  maffes  of 
-  .  t  Kr  dde  IS  at  firft  in- 
......  grounds,  and  fields  of 

;  jxccrwards  puts  on  the 

_^,  :  i>v  the  extenfive  foreft 

N>    ^.  v\*  :s  moreover  watered  by 

...iiiurs  occafion  the  greater 

.;^. :  i>  :t  gives  the  fcenery  a  de- 

^..KiS,  in  which  the   greateff 

.  .Oricienr.    Both  the  valley  and 

the 


TRJ^lVSXS   to   KAPLXf.  ij 

Hie  good  road  ternlimftte  near  ihk  bridge  of 
fiovinO)  eighteen  mites  from  Ariano.  This 
road  ffwek  its  exiftecBcb  tTAirily  to.  tl»  late 
king's  paffion  &r  tHe  chace^  which  b^ihg  tx^ 
latent  in  the  extenfive  foreft  of  Bbvino^  he 
ordered  the  road  to  be  conftrufted  With  royal 
magnificence,  in  1743.  It  is  admirably  weU 
made,  and  abvmdaiiliy.  pl-ovided  with  bridges 
and  ibontains.  The  prefent  King  hzi  never 
tifited  this  foreft,  but  has  permitted  all  his  fab- 
jeds  to  hunt-there,  and  granted  a  general  li- 
berty to  clear  away  the  wood,  and  put  as  mudi 
of  the  ground  into  tillage  at  the  huibandmab 
fliaO  think  proper.  Since  this  permiffion,  the 
fereff  has  afibrded  paftmt  to  all  kinds  of  cattle, 
and  a  lurkmg  place  to  the  banditti ;  and  te 
the  road  was  tot  made  to  benefit  the  fub^e^, 
but  to  gratify  the  cs^rice  c^tibe  fiiverelgn,  k 
begaa  to  decay  as  (boa  as  that  pilrpofe  was  no 
longer  requifite ;  but  by  good  fortune  it  was 
taken  into  confideration  a  few  years  iince,  and 
is  now  in  the  fineft  order* 

Near  the  bridge  of  Bovino,  the  rosds  to 
C.     ^^  Foggia 
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:Foggia:dndBarletta  divide :/we  foll6w«l  the 
latter^  and  foon  gained  tKeimmeafurable  plains 
of  Apulia,  called  II  TavogUere  di  Foggii,  of 
-whi^h  I  (hall  fpeak  at  rf all  length  in  its  p^ropcr 
:  place.  .  vl  fhall ,  content  ;myfelf  with  bbferving 
•here,  .that  from  the  bridge  ofBovinofo  Orddna, 
iwhere  Jwe  arrived  upon  the  revening'i'o^  the 
^twenty-eighth,  we  trayeUed  a}crofs.:8:  tediou3 
:plain,  twelve  mile3  in  length,  confifting  of  very 
oinprofitable  pafture  land,whofe  uniformity  ww 
•occafioimlly  relieved  by  com  fields,,  and: a  few 
wild  and  fcattered  pear-trees;    The  country 
for  many  leagues :  round ;  .Qrdona .  was ,  covered 
twith  the,  fcriila  commimis  of.  Linnaeus,  here 
,alfo  uTually*  called  ferula.  .  1  w-as  told  that 
it  attaips  the  height  .of  twelve  feet,!  and  is 
.hurtful  ■  to^  tail  beafts  except  affes,  for  which 
the  branches  are 'fathered- as  fedder./..  Hurdles 
for  parking  fheep,  ftools  of  a  cubic  form,,  like 
,a  die,  and  common  in  thia  part  of  the  country, 
jphicken  coops,    bird-cages,  and  fimilar   arti- 
cles, are  made  out  of  the  hollow  ftems  of  the 
ferula,  which  are  two  inches  thick  at  the  bot- 
%  torn. 
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torn.  Under  the  fliade  of  this  plant  grows  a 
ibrt  of  mt:if];iroom  which  has  the  tafte  of  fennel^ 
and  is  in  great  requeft.  I  carinot  fay  with  cer- 
tainty, whether  this  be  the  fame  ferula  to  which 
Pliny  afcribes.ia  vajFicty  of  medicinal  virtues. 
Its  flower  indeed  bears  a  great  refemblance  to 
that  of  the  anifee.d  plant,  and  its  ftem  feems 
alfp  at  that  time. to  have  been  converted  to  a 
variety  of. ufes.  -  C^luipella  advifes  the  placing 
the  hazel  nut  in.  the  holloY^  ftalkof  this  plant, 
and  this  alfo.jargu^s  jn  f3;vour  of  our  ferula 
being  the  fame  as^that  of  the  ancients*.  The 
afphodelus  ramofus  appeared  in  great  abund- 
ance, in  this  country,  and  the  caper-fhrub  was 
alike  plentiful.  ^ 

From  Ordona,  which  formerly  belonged  to 
the  Jefuits,  we  tr?ivelled  upon  the  twenty-ninth, 
twelve  miles  acrofs  the  Tavogliere  to  Cerig- 

*  Fenila  femen  fimile  Anetho  habetr— EViridi  fenila  nu 
.mafcalus  udlis  eft  ad  omnia  ea  vitia* 

Pun.  1.  XX.  c.  25. 
Ibiqae  fexnen  ferulae  repangito.    Cum  ferula  fiicrit  cnata, 
cam  findito,  et  in  meduUi  ejus  fine  putamine  nucem  grsecam 
abfcondito,  et  ita  adobroito. 

CpL.  1.  vi,  c.  8. 

*  C  2  nola, 
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noIa>  a  eonfiderable  m»rkeM(»ra  bdc^nging^  to 
Prmce  Egmont-Pigiiatielli^  and  4a^  inereafing 
in  inhabitants^  whofe  number  alreadj  amemito 
to  ten  thoufand.  To  thk  place  belong  bo  left 
than  100,000  moggie  of  arable  land,  A  finall 
quantity  of  wine  is  likewife  made  Aere,  b«t  is 
not  an  objed  of  confideratien.  Its  flourifhing 
fituationj  although  partly  oi^nngto  the  jundion 
of  the  roads  fit>m  Barletta,  Andria,  Naples, 
and  Foggia,  is  principal^  to  be  attributed  to 
the  exertions  \i4iich  the  pn^iietor  has  lately 
made  to  put  his  p<^kffi(ms  upon  the  raoft  ad- 
vantageous footing. 

From  Cerig^la  we  proceeded  twelv«  miles 
farther  to  the  commencement  of  the  new  read 
at  die  bridge  acrols  ^  Ofaiilo>  and  in  two 
hours  more  reached  Barletta,  near  which  the 
tedious  plmn  afiumed  a  mere  eheeiM  aiped, 
aad  Khe  coiintry  was  diverfified  with  com  fields^ 
vineyards^  and  orch«rds^  fott  of  caroh  (eeratoma 
$liqu2^)  %^  alflU>nd»  ai;ui  othec  tK«^  Tbc^  town, 
fituated  upoa  die  AdviatiC)  ia  large  and  welt 
b^ts  b^t  i^diough  it  contuns  16^000  tnhap 

bitants^ 
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bitants^  diere  is  rddm  fufficieAt  for  doubk  thit 
number.  NotwithfiaAding  It  4fiers  ncfthing 
rstnsfkabte)  eitber  to  the  ratiqiiilyt  cor  tbe  nsh 
tuf^ift,  the  very  friend^  mkntar  in  which  i^ 
were  ehterttkytfd  b;^  M.  Bfperfi,  and  his  ffihi^ 
able  wife,  wiU  always  mAt  Ae  temcmb^r  it 
with  pleafure.  Fweignttrs  are  apt  to  travel 
into  diis  coufitfy  with  the  prejudiced  idea  cf 
finding  the  inhabitaMs  uncivil  and  inbofpita- 
ble^  and  are  fherefofe  th«  more  fiuprized  at 
meeting  with  tnie  zbA  unafieded  hofpitstlity. 

We  fetted  the  Country  extremely  well  cul- 
tivated betWedil  Barletta  and  Trani,  where  we 
arrived  upon  the  morning  of  the  thirtieth^  after 
a  (hort  journey  of  eight  mites.  Com  and  vines« 
almomli  fig,  afid  other  fhut-trees^  iouriflied  in 
the  fame  field.  The  viaes  were  very  low,  with- 
out ftakesy  and  planted  in  tow&^  bet  between 
every  four  vines  the  earth  v^s  heaped  up^  and 
fewn  with  corny  This  method^  whkh  is  &id 
to  keep  the  roots  always  frefh  ^df  iadift,  h 
generally  prtiftifed  thiWighout  the  Pugfliar  Pe- 
troisu  tliis  is  a  traEl  of  land  that  extendi  frbnfi 
C3  BarleUa 
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Barletta  along  the  fea  coaft  towards  Brindifi, 
and  js  fo  called  bccaufe:  it  chiefly  confifts  of 
rocks,  partially  fprinkled  with  a  thin  covering 
of  earth-     Near  Trani  Pobferved  a  very  con- 
fiderable  increafe  in  the  cultivation  of  fig-trees^ 
which  are  all  planted  in  rows  in  the  fields,  and 
dreflfed  like  dwarfs  and  efpaliers ;  a  pra£tice 
known   to  the.  ancients,    and'  by  which  the 
^rees  are  rettdered  more  vigorous,  and  produc- 
tive of  much  better  fruit*.  -  A  very  lucrative 
trade  is  here  carried  on  in  dried  figs ;  but  the 
chief  produce  of  this  province,  and  efpecially 
of  the  interior  part  of  it,  ^confifts  in  almonds. 
The  carob-tree  is  not  fo  frequent  here  as  in 
Sicily,  but  is  tnuch  better  managed ;  for  the 
crown  of  the  tree  is  hollowed  out  like  a  cup, 
in  order  that  the  fruit  may  be  benefited  by  the 
free  circulation  of  air.     The  profits  arifing 

*  Nonnarnqnam  etiam  cum  frondtre  cxperont  arbores,  ca*** 

ciimina  fici  ferro  fumma  prodeft  ampataie  ;  fie  firmiom  aiw 

boxes  ac  feracioies  funt. 

Columella,  L  vi.  c.  8. 

Kecideivia  fmt  ea  qux  putria  aot  male  nau  repereris. 

£9  wiona  pfitanda  eft  at  in^linata  per  latera  poffit  expand!. 

,      PAllao.  Lir.  1. 10. 

.      •  :    '  from 
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from  the  falc  of  its  fruit  furnifti  pin-money  for- 
the  women.  The  fpiral  hovels  which  abound 
upon  this  coafi^  and  have  been  mentioned  hft 
Swinbtume^  are  not  a  little  remarkable,- and  dO: 
honourvto  the  induftry.  of  the  mhabitants;  foij 
after  they  have  pickery  aJi^^the  ftoiaes  off  the 
fields,  without  fufFering.  even  a  finglcj  onte  ta 
remain,  and  after  having  made  the  wall  round 
the  property,  of  a  foiEcient  height^  inftead  of 
heaping  up  the  ftones  upon  a  fpot  of  ground 
which  would  he  thereby  rendered  ufelefs,  they 
conftiru^  a  conic  tower,  which  is  hollow  within> 
and  upon  the  outfide  whereof  they  form  a 
border,  or  ledge,  that  winds  round  the  build- 
ing nearly  to  the  top,  and  upon  whifch  they  dry 
the  figs.  The  infide  is  ufed  as  a  repofitory  for 
their  implements  of;  hufb^idry,  and  as  a  place 
of  refbge  againft  the  fudden  and  violent  ftofms, 
called  Tropaea,  fo  frequent  in  this  country. 
Thefe,  hovels  are  here  termed  Spechie*  . 

Trani  ib/ a  tolerably  well-built  town,  con- 
t^i^g  about  i4,o6o.uihabitants,  but  offering 
nothing  vortiifob&rvation  eSccept  the  harbour, 

C  4     "  which 


^Inch  has  beoi  htelj  formed  with  great  txmg^^ 
nificence.  It  new  wants  nothmg  hot  water  j^ 
the  fmalleft  mefchanl^vieffdi  heiag  fearcttfyab|a» 
to  anchoF  at  the  eatranee.  It  is  the  htApac^ 
tice  of  this  coimtiy'^o  embasTk  m  veiy  ooft^ 
hut  ufelefs  entei^fe^^ilft  praaioal^  w<»]» 
o#  the  firft  nec^ty  ^e  never  once  Aoiight 
of. 

From  Tmni  to  Bifceglia  we  travetlfd  four 
miles  ^ong  an  e:$cellent  loadj  over  n  very  fer^ 
tile  and  weH-€idtivate^  cou^try^  in  which  the 
olive-trees  began  to  be  more  frequent;  Neap 
BilcegCa^  and  the  ^unoua  bridge  dellaLamay 
the  foil  during  a  conltderable  ei^eiit»  conM^  of 
a  lively  red  bolar  eartli*  At  BUcegUa  tenm^ 
nates  the  pew  road,  wUch  was  intended  tei 
have  been  carried  thpougb  the  whole  province* 
Although  It  is  now  generally  und^ood  that 
without  good  roads  a  country  never  can  attain 
the  degree  of  perfedioii  of  which  it  is  capable^ 
yet  are  there  many  diftiids  ia  which  this  ad*^ 
vantage  has  been  long  negleQed*  The  king-i 
dom  of  Naples  belongs  to  t^  numhw  i  for  in 

J  many 
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iftW]?  ^atte:  t]ieri^f  it  id  but  lately  that  the 
it%kwft]rs  h»ve  bwn  attended  to,  Ttey  were 
(k  cicctmitoooed  fifty  ye*rs  finqe,  that  a  perfoa 
tfATeUtog  bf  Irad  fwro  Otrairto-  tQ  Napies^ 
id.mjm  made  his  <mlK  rad  took  a  fotemn  leave 
^  bis.  haily  and  friestds.  This  preeaatioo  waa 
fmdevcd  nece&ry  by  the  badne&  aad  kfecur 
lity  of  the  to^ds^  and.  he  who  fucce&fully  ter« 
mftuLted  his  journey^  was  as  much  renowned 
in  the  province  as  a  Cohjunbns,.  or  an  Anfon. 
But  vAiea  the  late^king  erdered  the  soadt«>  be 
made  good^  firc^  Najdes  to  the  bridge  of 
B^no^  the  peiil  was  in  a  great  degree  annU 
Mhtedv  the  forefi  of  Bovino  having  been  the 
mott  daigerou9  pafe  for  travellers.  Bat  they 
wei<e  ftill  f<>  mmierous  in  the  1?uglia  PetpoJa, 
that  the*eommumcatAoft  between  that  part  of 
tlie  country  and  the  capital  was  tlot  ioepen^as 
wets' wffteci;  ^en  about  t^ht  years  iinee  it 
was  fefol¥ed  to  madce  g/Sfoii  reads  tiioQ)^kHrt 
the  ksngdom^  .  Wit^  that  view  a  tax  was  im^ 
pofed  vfm^  aU  raiidKs^  of  people^  and  deftined 
Iblely  ibs  the  oonflsu£)kn^  of  the  higk^         I 

pafs 
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tiatt  Deltt ;  whereas  tbe  (hallow  O&Ato  is  the  « 

only  river  in  the  proYinee^  and  tuot  a  drop  of 

water  will  erer  flow  under  the  other  hrMges^, 

without  the  affifbmce  of  a  deluge.    On  the 

contrarr,  they  are  all  thrown  acrofs  the  moft 

valuable  property;  and  the  bridge  della  Lamit 

is  abore  all  fuch  a  fcandalous  job  as  to  excite 

the  loud  eomplaints  of  the  province ;  for  a 

bridge  of  one  arch,  nearly  high  enough  for  a 

frigate  to  pafs  under  in  full  failr  has  been 

thrown  acrofs  a  fmall  valley,  whofe  bottom 

was  for  time  immemorial  a  beautiful  orchard* 

Although  the  materials  were  foumd  upon  the 

fyot,  thisbridge  coft  1 5,oooduCats^(^i8i  a.  i  of.) 

^~as  the  conftru^or  of  the  road  has  confeiTed 

(and  as  others  fay,  much  more) ;  whereas  the 

fame  lervice  would  have  been  rendered  by  a 

raifed  caufeway,  with  a  fmall  cana^  at  die 

diarge  c^  only  a  looo  ducats  (,{187.  xoj:)*    I 

could  in  fome  meafure  excofe  this  fuperfluoos 

pompy  had  the  whole  rdad  been,  inade  equally 

fuperb ;.  but  in  many  parts  of  it  the  trareUer 

defcends  from  a  ftatdy  bridge  to  a  nanrow 

road. 
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road^inmned  in  by  a  dry  wall  already  m  de- 
cay. The  pvoviiBces  and  towns  have  ioiig  iincs 
exprefled  lUbek  wiihes  that  they  might  be'aU 
lowed  to  eitaploy  their  money  in  annually  com^ 
plating  a  part  of  d>e  road;  hut  all  tibeir  appH^ 
eatians  hate  hitherto  been  fruitlefs.  But  ^ow-*- 
€ver  luipiea&iit  lie  the  roads»  the  travdOef  is 
ftiU  more  jaconveiiienced  by  the  inns,  ivhich 
are  hcyond  all  idea  intolerable.  Unhappy  be 
wha  tra^i^ela  through  thi$  country  without  let^ 
ters  oi  ]»coinmendatioi& ;.  and  twice  unhappy 
be  whoiln  tlyak  cale  is  unprovided  with  his  own 
provtfions^and  faia  bed ;  for  he  not  only  finds 
Bfldiing  to  Mt  in  the  inns,  but  muft  fubmit  tm 
pay  Tery  deady  far  the  pleafure  pf  being  half 
devoured  by  the  naftieft  of  vermin.  For  as 
tbe  pdvilege  of  keeping  an  inn  in  the  baronial 
towM  is.  di^pcfed  of  to  tbe  h%beft  bidder^  the 
lancfldrd  mmadns  without  a  rivals  and  choofefe 
tbe  moft  ad^nntageous  mode  of  exercifing  his 
extortipn  upon  the  traveller.  The  royal  towns» 
indeed^  fumifh  more  than  one  inn ;  but  though 
ibmewhat  better  than  the  others^   they  are 

much 
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to  die  Teiy  wdrft  in  Gennsaxy^ 
Btttiheiftfeciintjof  the  roods  is  a  ftfll  greater 
insasvQMeKice)  fiir  as  the  goddefs  Thencis  is 
wfiooKEIy.  miknown  m  this  coiintiy,;  he  who  has 
Ae  lK«icft  purie>  hias  alwatys  oeafoa  on  his 
6£e;  and  as  a  dozen  afiaffinationi  are  only  pu-» 
aiilled  with  the  gallies^  tiie  highwayi  abound 
wid&t  robbers,  with  whom  the  inn^jceepers  arc 
gteoeraJly  in  confederacy.  Thus  t  the .  traveller^ 
who  wiflies  not  to.  hazard  his  Ijexiftence,  -is 
conlfarained  to  hire  an  efcort,.  .which:  greatly 
adds  to  the  charges  of  his  journcyl.  iJnihortr^ 
if  the  interior  parts  :of  this  kingdom  were  fuH 
of  gold  mines  and  precious  ibodesj  no  bettear 
methods  could  have  been  devifed  to  prevent 
the  vifits  of  the  curious.  ' 

From  Bifceglia  we  proceeded  to  Mbifetta; 
where  vrc  arrived  at  two  in  the  aftemootti 
having  travelled  four  jnil6s  along  the*dldApur 
Kan  road,  whofe  badnefs  furpai&s  all  defcripi;* 
tion  tod  belief. 


SECTION 
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,,  ,  SECTIOJtf,  II.    , 


The  Ptro/o  in^MotFETTA, 


.»•/):«. 


AS  tk^'eiivirdns  of  Molfetta  ifForded  one  of 
*  ■  the  -moft  remarkable  pbje^s  pjF  attention 
during  ni7^unie7;r'piaffed  thfe  reft  of  the  day, 
and„  ithc.r foifipwing ,  i^p^mng, .  in ,'  a .  vifit  to .  the 
Pulo  di  [Molfetta,  or  the  cdebtated  mineral 
faltpetre  cavern.  It  has  indeed  been  defcribed 
both  by  Zimmerman,  and  the  Abbe  Fortis; 
but  as  the  truth  of  the'accotint  is  much  doubted, 
not  only  at  Naples,  (through  ignorance  and 
'malice),  but  alfo  in  Germany,  I  think  it  my 
duty,^  after  two  long  anci  narrow  examinations 
of  the  fpot,  to  add  my  teftimony  to  that  of 
thofe  intelligent  mineralogifts.  Without  flop- 
ping to  decide  the  queftion,  as  to.  the  exiftence 
of  Aineral  faltpetre,  I  ftiall  proceed  in  the 
minuteft  manner  to  defcribe  the  refult  of  my 

^  -  ..•   vifits 
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vifits  and  obfervations*.    The  Pulo  is  a  circu- 
lar cavity,  not  unlike  the  crater  of  a  volcano, 

*  Al>be  Fortis,  in  a  fmalf  tttxdtt,  tatkitd,  «« Del  Nitro 
Minerale  Memoria  Storia-Fificay".  paUiihed  in  17879  bn 
broaght  togoftfaer  a  tariet^  «f  prooii  durt  vmtt,  cartb^  and 
ftone  may  be  impregnated  with  mineral  faltpetie*  At  to 
wafer  impiegnated  with  natnral  faltpetrei  I  (hall  lemaik  that 
Iie^t«  fupenntendant  -of  the  iaitpetre  works  in  $weden|^ 
giTet  an  acconnt  of  a  water  at  Melfing6r»  contuning  hilf  an 
ottnce40JrraItpetK  in  ei^eiy  canuro^proibiUj  afr^bimdfisd 
weij^).  Glauber^  in  his  '<  PioQMritas  Gemunia^"  iajn,  that 
at  the  foot  of  a  hill>  upon  which  ftands  the  caAle  of  CofleJ,  are 
fprings  impregnated  With  fliltpetfe}  and  Dr.  OettetieicbeTf 
in  Ms  treitife  *'  De  ThermU  BudeafiU^''  pnbliflied  ia 
17829  aflareiy  that  one  of  the  fpnngs  there  ^ves  twenlj« 
eight  grains  of  faltpetre  in  every  cantaro.  With  xefpeA  to 
etnh  being  impregnated  m^  ilatoral  (alfpettey  X  paft  0¥4r 
^t  wh|di  abounds  in  India  and  America»  and  e^ciall^  in 
Pern,  and  upon  the  coaft  of  Patagonia,  and  fliall  content 
myfelf  with  mentioning  what  Bowles  fkjt  ia  Ms  introdnAibn  ^ . 
to  his  natota!  hiftory  of  Spain-^<<  that  in  that  kingdom  tht 
third  part  of  the  wafte  lands*  and  the  daft  of  the  roads»  con* 
tain  fo  much  native  faltpetrei  that  by  a  very  fim(4e  opera* 
tion»  as  much  fahpetre  ought  ammally  be  psocored  as  wooU 
enable  Spain  to  fupply  all  Europe  widi  diat  article.''  Fi- 
nally,  with  regard  to  ftone  being  charged  with  ialtpetief  we 
have  not  only  the  example  of  Molfetta»  and  paitt  of  the 
Bafdicatay  but  Glauberj  in  his  above  mentioned  wodii  fi^^ 
that  the  water  containing  the  faltpetre»  received  that  quality 
ftum  a  Iime-ftone  rock  which  was,  as  it  wett>  fatoitted  with 
CUtpetie;  and  that  the  Counts  of  Coffel  might  draw  more 

profit 


pftlms'de*^,  in'  tKfr'cettrfe;  It'islQfuatfed  a  ifiile' 
afta'aft'Kaif  nbrt¥-W6ffi  of\iife  t6wli  J  and  the' 
bfiii '  cf '  the  cic^tfttiiiyhe  recktohfed  al  ^  2,60? 
fcirt  abbvfr'thr  level' of  the  fek:    TiieiMt^ 
oF^thte' Wi  cbttfiAij/in  it^  tifipfetli^,  ofa peti 
pehdictdiir  ^  wku  of  hat tf  lime-ftoh^ ;  b\it  tlie 
cakh- ^^'^liaie'havhig^fatiiBn  in,  the  l6wef  pkrt 
Jjf '  befcbiriy  V '  caldi*an^-liki^'  eifca^ati^ni  whofe' 
4idiis"aife  in  pafi^  hS'ddS^n  fcy^ttte'pih^ttdic^ 
Wkfl;  and^ai^  in  pkft  feen  through' its  f^^ 
Tfee'ftitt> ^  cbnfiife  bflmx^-ftoiie  in  httri- 
zbiital  fti^ta^'w&ieti  Vary  as  nitichlnfi^^  asttid 
liAe-ffiiiii'dbiftJ  in^  qnalit]^;  the]fe' being' the^ 
htoy^ft-^pattitJoTis  iihpal^ibllibiifih^the  toarfe- 
gjhihiedi  aiid  the*  fri!al)lev    In  the?e  unequal 
flftttSrarfenumertJtis^^  caverns,  hblldW^d  out  a4 
il?  weft  ^  in  rows;  and  *  vaVyihg  in  height  andf  ^ 
d8j^:    Thtere  are  forty  which  a  niari  mafjr' 
efifet"  in^'an  ujtfight  pbihut  j  and. in  fome  of ^ 

pioft  firom  Oat  nJotfntdn  diaa  from  Afif  wMe' IcMdiipb 
Wallerina,  in  his  MinetaljOggr,  fpedcs  likewifebf  liiiM^ft<lD6 
UdieUktain^ridilyimfqtegittted  with  fdtpetie;  and^hmW ' 
kfi  theie  are  many  foch  an  Gennohy,  Ffante/irid  Itd^« 
*  A  palm  it  rather  moie  than  ten  Englilb  iiichej» 

Vol.  I,  D  them 
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them  he  may  proceed  fo  to  a  confiderable  dis- 
tance. Others  foon  become  lefs  lofty,  but 
ftretch  fp  far  into^he  bowels  of  the  earth,  that 
a  man  may  crawl  forwards  more  than  an  hmi- 
dred  paces  ;•  and  the  fmjiller  holes  and  excava-. 
tions  are  innumerable.;  .  It  is  Angular  that  the 
mouths  ^f  all  thefe  cavities  fhould  be  oval^  and 
that  their  fmaller  diameter  fliould  follow. the. 
dire£tipn  of  the  ftrata.  •  By  a  clofe  comparifoa- 
of  the  fmaU  caverns  with  the  large,,  it  appears 
that  the  fprmer  "progreffively  enlarge,  by  the 
peelings  of  the.ftone  in  the  oval  direftion. 
Thefe  excavations  give  to  this  lingular  place 
the  appearance  of  a  ruined  ftone  theatre,  of 
modern  times ;  for  as  they  follow  the  ftrata,- 
almoft  in  parallel  lines,  they  form  as  it 'were  a. 
regular  fucceffion  of  five  ftories.  The  caverns, 
of  which  I  vifited  many,  though  by  no  means 
all  (for. the  two  upper  tiers  are  only  ^cceflSible 
to  birds);*,  are  thus  interiorly  diftributed.  Such 

*  Abb^  Fordsy  who  aftefwardft  vifited  the  moft  acceflible, 
by  means- of  ladders  and  ropes,  has  afTured  me  that  they  are 
all  neariyof  thf  fame  nature,  which  indeed  their  oatwaird 
appea^iaiice  lenders  probable. 

as 
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Si6  ^dmit  o£  penetration  by  perfons  in  an  up- 
right pofture  mort  than  thirty  paces,  then  gra- 
diiaily  diminifli  in  height  and  breadth,  but  by 
fmaller  paiTages  and  apertures,  ftretch,  in  va* 
rious  directions,  far  into  the  bowels  of  the 
earth ;  and  indeed  thefe  galleries  are  fo  multi- 
plied, and  crofs  each  other  fo  frequently,  that 
the  explorer  might  be  eafily  bewildered  in  this 
fubterraneous  labyrinth.  TTiefe  grottos  are 
chiefly  compofed,  even  to  their  fartheft  extent, 
of  a  very  hard  and  compact  lime-ftone,  but 
fometimes  of  a  calcareous  tufa.  The  ftone, 
when  flat,  is  ufually  covered  with  a  very  fine 
down,  which,  when  applied  to  the  tongue,  has 
the  taft^  and  freftmefs  of  faltpetre,  and  when ' 
examined  with  a  microfcope,  difcovers  its  cry- 
ftals ;  but  fometimes  the  ftpiie  is  covered  with 
a  porous  cruft,  under  which  the  native  falt- 
petre is  found  in  cryfliallizations,  the  thicknefs' 
of  an  inch.  This  crufl:  is  in  general  very  eafily 
removed,  being  loofened  by  the  preflure  of 
the  faltpetre.  The  fmall  holes,  or  cavities,  are 
ufually  full  of  the  finefl:  faltpetre  j  and  where 

Dz  the 
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at  Ivge  projci^g  iii^uflitie»i  tfeejytpfttm     > 
A^WHl.in  this  hpyoi«rifpfbc<^.miliicg<!rqtt9^ 

grf!|tQ3)  are^.  expl^r^di,  wd^.thejiioisei^nimrcwly 

f«u?!4i% Ja^Cge  Bif«rs^  o^.thft;  i»efe  di*»iJKng;. 
\^«tc^--£w^tipifs  like.:  4ftwitt^  andjfofn^lme^i 
cR^ftj^^ed^  a«|d.yvh^]»  09^^  ftiatum.  of  lip^e* 
ftftW  ^WPWMtfis*  ^Swp&hysr.  of:ftltpetfe,  con- 
^jmAy,  istefvem^  botrown.  ttotc  and  the  fuc- 
C6ei#ii|§;:^i^tiijiu    h.  acDu  ajbaoft  m(;Uned  ta. 
tfeUjik,tba^the.feltpelt«ei,  cootaioed  .iatlie  lime^ 
f^o^^  il^.t^^  Qaui^i  qF  the:  fi^mttbiiLoCitbefe; 

tkQ.fipt)«)[  tt/£^i^lxd@Qoiiijmfe$lti.aod(forc^^ 
off.  ac  f^pio^ffi(m  .of  crefts. .  Ril:  yrhj/i  th^  sqp^-  .* 
tww  afif .  o^al,  andi  abOMC;  alUnllQWithe.  fajfo 
P^tfftCQH^^int^,  this:lin8Tft§nef.  are  qjaffti^osic. 
wJWcbi  Jiamjbyno  .meBnft.preparedL  to  ^vv^r^ 
WithiTeipeift  to  tibeicppiouR  produ6iiojba£&lfe 
pp^iSft  ,a?id -the.  meihs^iof  .fiiidiipff. it;;, aUiithaL 

grottos 
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ff Ottos  lire  tklike ;  ibr  I  have  very  tlioro^^i^ 
^xaiaQaned  to  ^ifMuiy,  ^s  to  kav€  no  doubt  about 
the  Mft.  The  Jargeft  of  aU  is  that  called  Caro* 
fioa,  which  lias  not  been  theroi^lily  explcored. 
It  is  tkot  ^riy  foil  of  faltpetre  m  fiiaffes^  »id  all 
ibfts  of  forms,  but  tbfougjti  a  chi^m  upon  tlie 
left  handj  attbe  entrance^  is  a  ftratum  of  red 
bohir  eJAy,  itiU  <sf  &]tpetre>  W'tbe  ikm  ibft  as 
that  i^n  the  lime^ilotie  ^  aad  beyond  it  are 
three  caviti^  fuurtly  filled  with  the  lame  kind 
i>f  cktf^  aiKl  partly  eloadied  ^th  a  caiciu-edtts 
Ibrt  of  ftalaStite^.    The  fiiieft  faltpetre  is  fbutid 
bere;  and  it  is  not  a  tittle  remarkable  that 
cubic  fea  fait  cryftallizatioaii  are  fcatt^red  H^sre 
and  there  ambngft  it*    This  gaU^  noW  tanis 
to  the.  ri^htt  leaViftg  on  One  fide  a  fmaH  cavity 
#faadi  cbAtainS  no  fitltpAre,  but  i  bed  of  very 
fine  <|iiartz«fand.    Not  far  diftant  is  the  en* 
trance  iottf  a  cavern  that  appears  but  a  little 
lower  iJbAn  tfee  Carolina,  a&djn  which  the  falt- 
petre abounds,  either  pure  or  mixed  with  fele- 
ilites,  or  bi^tW^^h  the  iklcareous  Q)kr  cryrfafli- 
zations,  of  which  very  fine  pieces  have  been 
D  ^  found. 
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found.  This  cavern  is  alfo  full  of  galleries,  too 
narrow  to  be  explored,  but  which  as  far  as  I 
could  difcover  with  a  torch,  are  full  of  the  fi-' 
neft  falt-petre.  I  have  in  general  remarked 
that  the  farther  the  falt-petre  is  removed  from 
the  immediate  eflFefls  of  the  air,  light  and  fun, 
the  finer  and  more  plentiful  it  is.* 

Abbe  Fortis  with  great  reafon  directs  the  at- 
tention of  the  naturalift  to  the  Grotto  Ferdi- 
nando,  which  I  attentively  examined,  and  not 
only  found  as  abundant  in  falt-petre  as  the 
others,  but  alfo  obferved  all  the  circumftances 
and  peculiarities,  which  he  mentions  in  his 
defcription;  and  it  ftruck  me  as  well  as  him, 
that  the  falt-petre  was  as  fine  in  a  very  dry 
place  as  elfewhere.  From  this  grotto  I  obtain- 
ed pieces  of  native  falt-petre,  fo  thick  and  fo 
perfeftly  like  milk-quartz,  that  I  was  induced 
to  tafte  it,  in  order  to  be  certain  that  it  was 
really  not  fo.    The  fmall  cavities  in  this  grotto 

^  Since  I  left  Naples,  I  have  heard  from  Molfetta,  that  i| 
piece  of  falt-petre  of  two  pounds  weight,  had  been  found  in 
one  of  the  galleries  the  mofl  remote  from  day-light, 

are 
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5ire  alfo  extremely  pleafing,  on  account  of  the 
thick  felenitic  ftalaflical  cruft  with  which  they 
are  cloathed;  but  this  coating  is  loofened  by  the 
fiUt-petre,  and  gradually  pufhed  ofF. 

Thus  far  extend  my  own  obfervations  upon 
the  Pulo.  I  leave  others  to  eftablifh  fyftems  as 
to  its  origin  and  formation,  and  Ihall  only  endea- 
vour to  lighten  their  toil,  by  dire£ting  their  atten- 
tion to  the  three  following  fafts.  Firft,  feveral 
petrified  bodies,  fuch  as  Sabellites,  Archites, 
Oolithites,  and  Cochlites,  have  been  found  in  the 
folid  lime-ftone.  Secondly,  in  digging  a  ciftem 
thirty  palms  deep,  at  the  bottom  of  the  Pulo,  the 
workmen  difcbvered  a  running  water  of  a  muri- 
atic tafte ;  and  thirdly,  fome  ftone  inftruments, 
like  thofe  ufed  in  New  Zealand,have  been  found 
in  digging  in  different  parts  of  this  fingular  fpot, 
and  are  now  in  the  poffeffion  of  the  Abbe 
Fortis. 

*.  The  following  are  the  various  forts  of  fait* 
petre  which  that  naturalift  obferved  here, 

Fiyft.  Native  falt-pctre,  thick,  of  no  determir 
D  4  nate 


^ben  bro^?p.    Very  ff^Qp^^huA  J  Mfp:hay.c 
|e^  fome  Qf  it 

IL  Native  ,falt-peti;e,  .thiakly  bmipfttc^t  it- 
lei^bling  the  ami&QthuSj»  and.tranfparenti  it  is 
foun^  in  the  interftices  of  the  ilrata«  efpeoialljr 
in,the  Qarolina  and.Capoviento  grotft(^. 

HI.  Natiyeialtpetre^  finely  ,laminatej^>  fiiable, 
df  no  determinate  figure^  and  whiiifh;  it  is 
l^und  alternately  with  a  cri^  c^  limeftonjp 
which  detaches  it£bl£in  £akes. 

lY.  Native  falt-petre,  whitiih,  reiembling 
crape^  extremely  fine^  and  eaii^y  difperfed  mik 
:^e. breath.  It  is  fotmd  in  the  Gravlna  and£lt. 
^Leonardo  grottos,  fpread  like  ihee|:s  of  the 
whiteil  paper,  upon  the  iurface  of  the  lime« 
4one. 

V.  Native  falt-petre,  loofe  and  Kke  doft  j  it 
is  found  under  the  perpendicular  projefilions  of 
the  folid  lime-ftone,  and  betwi^n  tlie  flakes  of 
the  foliaceous  kind. 

VI.  Native  falt-petre,  friable,  fungous,  and 

tranfparenti 


^«5s  ^,the  \ve^j)>ofie%rt|h  fallen.  d<wnTwitbkiflii4 

y^I.  IsT^^ive  jCjlt-ipetoe,  jllpgojq,  »^te  i^rJkbUu 
and  of  no  determinate  figure ;  it  is  d[oi|p4  j>po9 
^;&u^ce  of  th,e  h^d^i!ne,4f3pe. 

Vjttf.  N^tiye  ialt-f»(et«e,  c9iB{)aa,  -I^^Tpleir 
rpnt,  refeniUmg  gju^^z,    1?^^?  ^|#An,  mi 

gjund  in  cjyit^s,  wppB  jiji^  ijw^efj,  gi4  Ifflt  1^ 
dom  in  the  interior  of  the  lime-ftone. 

}X.  ^^ti^6  falt-petK,  t^ck,  Awgc^,  end 
?yhite  within  j  it  i$  f^iwd  in  th#  ipfterftjew  ill 
|heiai«|Il  iajff  rs  of  fl^j  lim^Tftcwe,  ,«fp«eiial]f  w  v 
the  Ferdinjijido  c^yern*  wlipfe  inregidar  exseiriees 
§f  ???B?3'aHy  ppi^?  AUt-  ll  jGwwelMWBs  appeaurs 
wpofl  the  furf^cp  .qf  th^  Jhiy«J  UiWHft«)»?>  f«  ^ 
form  of  hedge-hog's  briftles,  and  fomietleqi^llbft 
hoified  hollo^  cryftals. 

X.  Native  faJt-petre,  like  down,  mdmhitai 
the  interipF  fyrdce  of  t^  Cv^l]  grottos,  ami 
pijrticularly  ^  tjipfe  cajfed  Spechie,  1$  w»ei;e<i 
with  it. 

XI.  Native 
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XI.  Native  falt-petre,  in  hollow,  hoifted, 
tranfparent  cryftals.  This  is  found  upojti  the 
red  bolar  fort  of  clay  in  the  Carolina,  which  alfo 
affords  a  variety  like  crape,  mixed  with  much 
cubic  fea  fait. 

XII.  Native  falt-petre,  white,  and  compaft 
iiike  ftone ;  it  is  chiefly  found  in  long  neglefled 
holes,  whofe  walls  are  covered  with  it;  but  it 
is  alfo  to  be  met  with  in  places  expofed  to  the 
air,  as  behind  the  grottos  Delle  Spechie,  and 
clfewhere* 

XIII.  Native  falt-petre,  in  hexagonal,  ob- 
liquely cut,  and  tranfparent  cryftals.  This  is 
very  rare,  and  is  found  upon  the  bare  ftone  in 
the  fide  cavities  of  the  Carolina  grotto. 

XIV.  Mineralized  falt-petre,  in  the  earth ;  it 
is  very  abundant  at  the  foot  of  the  rock,  and  in 
the  caverns. 

Such  are  the  various  forts  of  native  falt-petre 
hitherto  difcovered-  They  are  indeed  trifling 
in  their  varieties,  but  neceflary  to  be  mention- 
ed, becaufe  mineral  falt-petre  is  confidered  at 

Naples 
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Naples  as  a  perfeft  heterodoxy .♦  It  is  now 
however  afcertained  beyond  a  doubt,  not  only 
that  native  falt-petre  does  aftually  exift,  but 
that  it  does  fo  here  in  great  purity  and  quantity, 
and  ought  confequently  to  produce  a  confidera- 
ble  profit  to  him,  who  has  the  good  fortune  to 
poffefs  it.  The  refearches  of  Abbe  Fortis, 
Zimmermann,  Hawkins,  and  Melchior  Delfico, 
have  fufBciently  proved,  that  the  King  of  Na- 
ples is  precifely  fo  circumftanced  as  to  Molfetta; 

*  I  made  an  attempt  to  prove  to  the  incredulous  Neapoli-*  { 
tans,  the  adlual  exiftence  of  mineral  falt-petre.  For  upon 
vifiting  the  Pulo,  I  was  accompanied  by  a  ftone-cutter  who 
made  large  and  frefh  breaches  in  the  different  forts  of  ftone^ 
und  procured  me  a  variety  of  valuable  fpecimens*  I  alfo  took 
away  pieces  of  the  hardeft  limeftone,  carefully  wiped  off  all  the 
falt-petre,  fo  as  to  leave  no  traces  of  it  upon  the  ftone;  and 
packed  them  up  in  a  clofely  (hut  trunk,  which  I  fent  to  Na- 
ples ;  this  trunk  arrived  there  foon  after  my  return,  and  I 
then  found  the  pieces  of  lime-ftone  quit?  covered  with  cryC 
tallized  falt-petre  >  although  only  two  months  had  elapfed 
fince  I  had  fo  carefully  wiped  them.  The  fame  has  fre- 
quentty  happened  to  Abbe  Fortis,  to  Don  Cito  Minervinoy 
to  the  academy  at  Padua^  and  in  the  collection  of  Abbe  Spa- 
lanzani  at  Pavia.  To  this  may  be  added  the  intelligence 
that  in  the  Baiilicata  and  Calabrio  Ultra,  great  quantities  of 
lime-flone,  in  like  manner  impregnated  with  falt-petre^  have 
been  difcovere4f 

and 
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^n^  diis  is  fliaiie  fiill  clearer  by  the  generous 
ftcriioes  erf' the  hmUy  of  Gioidno,  refident  at 
that  place:  for  theybave  made  ieveial capi<- 
tal  ezperimcDts  with  this  falt*petre»  at  their 
4nm  charges^  and  proved  that  aftej  all  the  pro- 
pels of  purifying,  it  loies  only  three  parts  in  a 
JtMn^rtA.    Who    then    would  imagine    that 
sotwithilanding  all  this,  a  c^ain  Targioni,  a 
iftranger,  and  one  who  as  not  only  totally  igno- 
rwt  of  mineralogy,  but  is  alfb  a  public  impoftor, 
ihould  be  fent  to  Molfetta,  as  fuperintendant 
of  the  falt-petre  works!  This  WWthy  wight,  by 
virtue  of  his  knowledge,  and  in  confequence  of 
tibe  weighty  arguments  of  the  undertaker  of 
the  works,  has,  according  to  his  printed  treatife, 
Bot  oAly  found  no  natural  ialt*petre  in  the 
Fulo  di  Molfetta,  but  has  never  even  feen  any 
#f  tW  large  caverns  there^  which  fo  many 
others  have  examined.    He  has  however  dif- 
ce^vered  it  to  be  more  advantageous  to  the 
court  to  eftablifli  a  falt^^tre  refinery  in  the 
Ipulo  itfelf  5  and  though  the  native  falt-petre, 
vhen  thoroughly  prepared,  would  have  only 
coft  the  King  twenty.four  ducats — (^4.  los.) 

per 
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per  cantaro,**  at  wlKch  rate  fevehd  iridividtials' 
offered  to  deliver  it,  the  iitgenious^  TargionF 
thinks  it  better  that  it  fliotild  cofr  feverrty* 
dncats— ;Ci3-  ^^*  6^i)  thatGod's  bounty- in  the' 
caverns^  ffiould  be  wafted,  and  ttiat  thfe  tbwii' 
oPMolfetta  (hould  atthe  (kme  time  go  to  niin. 
Per  althoughr  a  ciftem  might  have  beenfbrtncdl 
at  kfs  expcnce  near  the  Piilo,  the  water  re- 
quifite  for  the  works  is  brought  upon  afles  from 
If^olfetta,  which  is  a  milb  and  an  half  diftant; 
thus  is  that  town  put  in  danger  of  periftiitigfbr 
want  of  water,  the  Pdglia  Fetrofa,  inwhich^it 
ftands,  being  almoft  di^ftltute  of  th^t^  neceflkry" 
article.    That  fuch  arr  adventurer  as  T!^fgi6fii^ 
Ihould  be  open  to  corruption,  th4t  be  fhould/ 
makeftrch  injudicious  arrangements,  and^that* 
hefliould  thus  groflyimpofe  upon  the  Crown,* 
is  not  matter  of  aft6niftiment;  but  that'flie 
King  and  his  ableminifter  ihould  employ  fuichf^ 
ar  man  in  an  operation  of  fa  great  importances^ 
when*  honeft  and  inteHigent  perfons  are^  eafily" 

*  A  cantaro  is  equal  to  an  handled  weight  and  thzee^ 
qcurten,  Engl^bi  jmaToa^, 

to 


odebfttfed  coth^tttiH  city*  irf -the' tweffthfaWa' 
tknrt'eefith  ceiiturie^>  that  the  cifizcni  of  thc^ 
ote  place  flioiiTd  berebipf<ife)Uly  cdhfidd*caa*^ 
chizend  of  the   othi^rs  a  fort    of-  Hanfeiatic' 

Tie^tAwn  bddiigs  tc^  the'  hbufe  of  STpittdli;^ 
Ihrtthfek?  inteitftfiii  ihe  cuftom4iode  is  farmed' 
bj/the  Or6whi  t6  th'eHg»«g«-detfimenl:  of  corirf-" 
iterce ;  forr  mertehahdisies  -Worth-  fix  dudatv 
(jft;  ai.  6ii.)  that  paid'the  Bkroti  only  four  car-' 
li«n  (ij*  6i/.),  nbW  pays  a^ufcat(3x.  9//.)  to  the^' 
Ki:^  iein^ithe-  fiicth  part  of  the  value  of  the^ 
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Trm  MotPfcTTA  to  St«  i&Asix,  and  TarantO* 

UPON  \\it  aftertibotsi  of  t1ie  51ft  we  left 
Molfetta,  wlieTe  we  had  been  loaded 
with  civilities  by  Barott  6iovitii,  and  where  we 
quitted  Abbe  Fortis,  whiJft  we  proceeded  upofli 
our  jotimey  tb  Bari,  by  way  of  Giovennazzo^ 
which  is  fitnated  upon  the  fea-fide^  four  miles 
fifom  Molfetta.  The  road  is  the  word  I  ever 
travelled  in  my  life>  and  is  fo  full  of  rocks^  that 
the  mules  fprang  like  goats  from  one  to  the 
other ;  To  that  we  were  foon  obliged  to  quit 
the  carriage,  and  continue  our  route  on  foot. 
The  country  refembled  a  kitchen  garden,  full  of 
all  kinds  of  vegetables,  amongft  which  the  falad 
of  Molfetta  is  famous  for  its  tendemefs.  It  is 
there  and  throughout  Apulia  ferved  up  with 
the  deffert,  and  eaten  only  with  fait,  like  fennel 
at  Naples,  and  the  large  beans  (Vicioa  Fabi» 
Max.  Linn.  Fruftus),  in  the  fouthern  provin- 

E  ces. 
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CCS.  May  not  the  conftant  ufe  of  thefe  vegeta* 
bles,  and  of  a  great  quantity  of  fruit  and  ice, 
have  an  in^uence  on  the  national  charafter*  ? 

Beyond  the  inconfiderable  town  of.  Qiov?^ 
ilazzo,  the  foil  becomes  poor  and  fandy ;  but 
the  country  is  not  lefs  diligently  cultivated^  and 
producer  corn,  wine,  oil,  carobs,  and  almonds, 
in  great  abundance.  The  road,  which  is  fome- 
^hat  better,  generally  paffcs  near  the  fea, 
which  throws  up  an  incredible  quantity  of  alga^ 
It  is  gathered  in  heaps,  after  the  manner  of  the 
ancientSj-and  either  mixed  with  dung,  and  fuf- 
fered  to  rot,t  or  ftrewed  upon  the  road,  and 
from  thence  carried  and  fpread  upon  the  fields. 
All  the  peafants  1  faw  hereabouts,  wore  red 
caps;  and  all  the  oxen  were  of  a  greyiih  po^ 
lour. 

♦      -    .    -    -    .    Acriacircum 
Rapttla>  ladlucci  radices ;  qualia  Miun 
.    J^ervdlnntftomachum;  fiferj  alec,  fxcala  coa. 

Ho&AT.  Sat.  1«  ii.  Sat.  viii.v.  7* 

-f  Alii  algttm  marinuxn  obruunt  ad  radices,  cui  nonnuUi 
ftercus  mifccnt  Afininum  atqtie  Porcinura. 

FALLADtUb.  iv.t*  10. 

Bari 
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Bdri,  fixteen  miles  firom  Molfetta,  appears 
to  great  advantage  at  a  diftance.  It  is  indeed 
aconiiderable  town  containing  2O9OO0  inhabit 
tants,  and  capable  of  accommodating  double 
that  number ;  but  the  former  pofterity  of  this 
{dace  h  no  more  ;  like  moft  of  the  ports  of  the 
Adriatic,  it  daily  falls  into  decay ;  and  a  fmall 
garrifon,  and  a  trifling  trade^  enliven  it  but  a 
little.  Its  inhabitants  are  no  lovers  of  the 
watery  element,  and  leave  the  entire  tranfport 
of  their  merchandize  to  the  Scyllitans^  who 
inhabit  the  weftern  coaft  of  Calabria  Ultra. 
They  annually  carry  from  Bar!  about  12^000 
fidme  of  oil,  and  a  confiderable  quantity  of  al- 
monds, fennel,  cummin^  and  anifeed,  and  a  foit 
of  feed  called  by  them  Opepe  (and  which  is 
probably  coriander),  together  with  raw  cotton, 
and  demifine  fort  of  cotton  cloth,  which  is  very 
well  manufaftured  at  Monopoli.  In  return  they 
bring  all  forts  of  articles  from  Naples,wood,  flax, 
and  hemp  from  Ferrara,  glafs  from  Venice, 
and  iron  ware  and  grocery  from  Triefte.  Thefe 
articles  are  confumed  not  only  in  the  diflferent 
t»  2  ports 
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pdtti  I  liave  hidherte  ft^tidtaed^  but  alfo  In 
iiht  aSeM  toi^in  and  villages^  to  Vrfaich  the 
fta-{>6rts  i^e  as  Tearchdufen. 

The  trade  eiBihied  on  bifr  all  the  fea^ports  of 
Apulia  is  Very  fiMil  in  comparlfoti  of  that 
whi<it|  theii-  admirable  j^ofition  w^ould  admih 
ManJFredbhi>  Barletta^  and  Trani  are  principally 
ehgaged  m  the  corn  trades  and  there  is  a  fixed 
tax  of  three  toniefe  and  an  half  upon  everjr 
tornolo  iof  wheat  ^,  and  the  half  of  that  fum 
upon  every  tbmolo  of  other  grain^  to  be  paid 
by  the  Foreign  purchafer.  Bifceglia  is  nearly 
defiitute  of  tommerce ;  and  Molfetta,  Giove* 
xiazzi^  and  Bari  limit  themielves  to  the  mere 
produ£iions  of  their  foil;  fuch  as  oil  and 
almoilds^  and  thef  other  articles  enumerated  at 
BarL  Twd  main  reafons  render  the  trade 
ujpoin  this  coaft  very  inconfiderable  5  firft,  there 
is  no  kind  of  method  or  oider  ih  the  maiiage- 
taent  of  it}  leach  town,  and  eath  fpecies  of 

*  According  to  M«  de  SaUSh  three  tomefe  and  ah  half  ard 
equal  to  about  mne-pcnce  s  but  Swiaburne  reckoiM  a  toxkieiii 
it  a  ma(^  loweirnte* 
Two  t<»noli  aic  equal  to  dirce  Eu]^  ^ttflidfc 

merchandize 
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in^fcfaandize  therein,  has  it^  pcculi^  weigh^ 
fmd  m^afufc,,  as  weU  as  its  peculifur  tax ;  fo 
that  the  tax-gatherers  are  coIltip^alI;^^o% 
to  their  books,  and  the  qomfufip^y  is  fo  great,  tjb^t 
the  pl4cft  trader  is  pyiged  to  have  l^\s  table;  of 
weights  an^  meafures  in  his  h^nd^  wh^i^eve^ 
Jie  wants  tp  >uy  or  felL    Tlj?  neceffity  qf  eftaj* 
l^fhing  ^  ^iliarit^  pf  T^eights  and  n^eafure^ 
throughput  the  |cingc|om,  apd  of  introducing 
the  very  eafy  fimplificatipn  ai^d  \mqn  of  the 
taxes,  has  been  repeatedly  pointed  out  to  th^ 
govemipent ;  but  thp  daily  decreafe  of  the 
foyal  reveni^es^  ^d  the  declining  ftate  of  cpm- 
inerce,  have  as  yet  made  no  ipipreiSpn  upon 
the  court.    In  vain  ^o  all  the  mari(iqie  pro- 
vinces exclaim  ag^n^ft  th^  prefent  vifages  y  for 
the  tax-gatherers^  and  their  cpxprades,    are 
louder  and  more  perfuafive  in  thpir  exclama- 
tions s  and  the  long  eftabljPied  pernicious  fyf- 
tern  is  permitted  to  remain.  Tl^e  (bcond  caufe 
furifes  from  the  injudicious  management  of  pro- 
perty ;  although  the  country  around  Bari,  an4 
throu|^hQut  the  province,  is  fp  rpcky^  that  the 
E  3  neighbour- 
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neighboxirhood  of  that  town  in  particular  docs 
not  produce  com.  fufHcient  for  its  inhabitants ; 
yet  it  is  well  calculated  for  the  cultivation  of 
vines^  and  ftill  better  fuitcd  to  that  of  the  olive* 
tree.  Some  well-intended  proprietors  were 
once  at  the  expence  and  trouble  of  preparing 
their  oil  like  that  of  Genoa  and  Monaco  ;  and 
their  attempts  were  crowned  with  unlooked-for 
fuccefs;  but  as  they  were  neither  rewarded 
and  encouraged,  nor  even  protc£led  againft  the 
perfecutions  of  the  Saves  of  the  old  cuftomf 
they  were  conftrained  to  difcontinue  their  la* 
l>ours,  and  to  make  a  bad  fort  of  oil,  which 
is  chiefly  fold  to  the  Genoefe,  who  alfo  carry 
away  the  lees,  together  with  the  foda  from 
Sicily,  for  the  purpofes  of  their  manufaftories 
of  foap.  The  mulberry-tree  would  flourifli  in 
this  country  equally  with  the  olive;  and  as  I 
had  read  in  fome  old  author  that  in  the  time 
of  the  Arragonian  kings,  this  province  pro* 
duced  a  great  quantity  of  filk,  I  expefted  to 
fee  immeafurable  plantations  of  mulberry-trees, 
and  was  much  aftonilhed  at  not  meeting  with 

a  iingle 
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afingle  tree.  This  myftery  wasfoonunravelled> 
when  I  was  informed  that  fome  years  fincean 
Inhabitant  of  Beri, procured  leave  from  the 
government  to  plant  feveral  thoufand  mulber^r 
trees^  upon  the  encouraging  cqnditioq  of  jpayr 
ing  three  carlini  (u.  i^d.)  for  every  pound  of 
.filk.  Every  other  country  would  in  thi^  cafe 
^ave  held  out  a  recompenfe.  to  the  ady^nturer^ 
but  it  was  rckrvtd  for  the  government  of 
^Naples  to  lay  on  taxes  before  the  tree  was 
planted.  It  would  be  unjuft  towards  the  JS^ng 
and  his  minifters^  did  we  wholly  impute  ]to 
ibem  the  wretched  ftate  of  this  country  s  but 
if  the  King  would  only  once  refolve  to  vifit  alt 
his  territories,  and  be  ocular  witnefs  of  the 
mifery  of  his  ^bje£ts,  and  if  his  minifter§ 
would  then  advife  him  how  he  might  melio- 
rate their  condition,  I  am*  confident  that  he 
would  eagerly  adopt  every  pl^n  conducive  to 
the  happinefs  of  his  fiibjeSs.  The  evil  I9,  that 
he  is  ignorant  of  the  real  flate  of  his  dominions, 
and  that  the  governors  and  fub-^governors  of 
his  provinces  in  general  abufe  the  royal  con- 
£  4  iidence 
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jfidence  moft  grofsity^  wd  vt  the  authors  of  aE 
the  csdfunitie^. 

Upon  the  firft  of  April  we  quitted  Ban'  wd 
the  fea-coaft^  and  traverfed  a  vaft  foreft  of 
alawnd-tre^)  occafionaUy  diverfiiied  with  ofive 
ilftd'dth<nr  fruit-trees,  imder  the  (hade  of  who& 
Ih«ii<^8  wa«  the  growing  coni<  The  ahnood' 
trees  appear  to  be  ver^judicioidljriiiianageds 
lor  the  crowa  is  hollowed  out,  fo  as  to  give 
free  circiitatioii  to  the  air  j  the  luxuriant  ihpotf 
Are  carefu%  cut  off,  and  the  earth  {s  occaikx^ 
aBy  ftirred  around  the  roots/  Almonds  are  the 
chief  and  moft  profitable  production  of  the  iUf* 
tenor  part  of  this  province,  but  do  not  alwajrt 
Ibcceed,    They  fufFered  fo  much  during  the 
laft  fev«re  winter,  that  no  fruit  it  this  year  to 
4  be  expefiled  j  but  the  olive-trees  which  grow 
amongft  them,  and  are  thought  to  require  a 
milder  climate,  haye  not  been  the  leaft  injured. 
Near  theinconfideraUe  town  erf*  Canito,  twelve 
miiesfrpm Bari,  terminate  the  plantations;  the 
wh<^  country  becomes  one  level  field,  that 
<^bicAy  produces  corn,  together  with  a  few 

artichokes  J 
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«rf Ichokes ;  and  Tome  confiderable  trads  were 
mow  prepared  for  the  reception  of  the  cotton* 
feed.  We  travelled  durin]^  ten  milef  acrofii 
iSm  ttniform  pHuii,  which  h  boupded  hy  the 
cxtenfive  oak4brcft  of  Gtoia.  In  (hia  IbreQ^ 
wbicbt  is  upwards  of  fifty  imles  'm  ctrcumfe* 
fence,  and  twcttty-four  iti  i1a<9r4iteft  Veadth^ 
the  Uttle  mfignificaiit  towfts  x>f  AquaVivi^  aind 
Giovia  have  cleared  a  portion  of  ground,  W9W 
producing  corn,  and  a  quantity  of  large  beinq^ 
which,  with  a  little  breads  compofe  the  ufoii 
food  of  the  day-labotrrer  in  this  country.  Late 
in  the  evening  we  arrived  at  St.  Baiil,  a  counU 
try-houfe  belonging  to  the  Dnke  of  Martina^ 
after  a  ^tigning  and  tedious  day^s  jcairrey  of 
forty  milei,  That  nobleman  is  of  the  familf 
of  the  CaraccIoK,  one  of  the  mdft  iUnftrl^us  in 
the  kmgdom,  and  poffeffes  very  princely  don»ioa 
in  this  and  Ihe  neighbouring  provinces.  My 
companion^  the  Archbiftiop,  had  greatly  pre* 
poffeffed  me  in  his  favour,  by  the  defpription 
he  gave  me  of  his  moral  charafter,  and  efpe* 
cially  of  his  love  of  a  country  life,  and  his  dif- 

tafte 
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tafie  for  that  of  a  court  and  city.  In  h&  it  h 
DO  fmall  recommendation  for  a  Baron  of  the 
kingdom  of  Naples  to  refide  upon  his  pro* 
pcrty,  rather  than  in  the  capital^  where  moft 
of  them  fquander*  not  only  their  annual  reve* 
nues;  but  their  whole  eftates^  in  gaming  and 
the  loweft  deb^uelieriesy  and  thu&  render  them* 
felves  the  devoted  jQares  of  the  court  *.  Great 
therefore  as  were  my  expeftations,  they  were 
yet  exceeded  by  the  very  fimple,  open,  friendly, 
mud  hearty  manners  of  the  Duke,  and  of  his 
venerable  mother,  of  the  noble  houfe  of  Avalos. 
I  was  charmed  with  that  princely  matron,  who 
though  ninety  years  of  age,  enjoys  the  moft 
perfeft  ufe  of  all  her  faculties,  and  poffeffes  a 
moft  acute  and  penetrating  underftanding.  Al- 
though the  King  addreffes  her  by  the  honour- 
able name  of  "  Mother,'^  and  although  flie  is 
the  iirft  lady  of  the  court,  yet  is  (he  wholly 

*  May  not  the  fame  be  faid  of  the  nobility  and  great  land, 
holders  in  Great  Britain^  whofe  country- feats>  once  the  abods 
of  hofpitality  and  independence,  are  now  deferred  for  the 
foiiioos  pleafuieft  of  London,  and  the  watering  places  ? 

deftitutc 
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4eftitute  of  pride,  and  is  adored  by  her  chit 
dren  and  relations,  and  more  efpecially  by  hef 
domeftics  and  vaffals.  With  fuch  amiable  and 
unaffefted  perfons  I  prefently  became  familiar, 
and  have  often  felt  myfelf  more  under  reftraint 
with  many  new-made  nobles  and  worihipful 
village-magiftrates,  than  hete. 

During  the  fupper,  which  though  plifritifuli 
was  a  perfe6Hy  rural  repaft,the  co^verfktiori 
turned  upon  the  nature  of  the  coiihttyi^land  the 
ftate  of  agriculture.  My  enquiries  upon  that 
head  greatly  pleafed  the  Dukei  who  difcovered 
his  extreme  partiality  for  country  occupation^ 
and  promifed  to  fhew  me  all  his  new  arrange- 
ments, and  his  different  flocks  and  herds.  But 
I  never  fufpefted  that  in  order  to  procure  me 
this  fatisfaftion,  he  was  to  fend  (as  I  after- 
wards found  he  did)  eight  or  nine  miles  in  the 
night  to  his  fliepherds  and  cowherds,  to  be  at 
his  houfe,  with  their  flocks  and  herds,  by  break 
efday. 

The  beauty  of  the  morning  gave  double 
charms  to  the  rural  environs  of  the  houfe,  fur- 

roupded 
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ipimded  by  exteofiye  paftur e  grou^cU^  boim^f)^ 
99  OIK  fide  by  4iftant  hill$^  ^4  oa  tiie  othor 
^y  the  wood  of  Gioi?,  towards  which  we  pro- 
fseeded  to  the  iheepfo^  The  a^^i^eable  cool* 
De&  of  the  mprniog,  the  peitrl?  ^  d^w  trem* 
)>^g  ^pon  1^  thousand  ftpwers^  and  the  melo- 
dious  notes  of  the  feathered  throng,  had  lulled 
j^e  into  the  fw^eteft  reverie^  when  I  was  fud< 
flieply  roufed  by  the  foynd  of  horn,  hautboys, 
» tagrpipe,  and  a  proviiH:iaI  fort  of  drum.  It 
wi^  a  band  oS  fliepherds,  who  advancing  to^ 
witrds  ns  with  their  muiic^  aqd  a  flag>  cordially 
laluted  us^  and  then  preceded  with  their  A^rca* 
dlanmufic.  Not  far  from  the  flieepfold,  we 
were  met  by  the  chief  of  the  fhepherds,  a 
venerable  old  man^  who  welcomed  us  with  a 
hearty  (hake  of  the  hand.  He  firft  conduced 
ys  to  the  dairy,  where  are  made  the  fmall 
i;heefes  of  iheep's  and  goat's  milk,  and  then  to 
^Ekt  houfes  or  ftalls,  which  are  all  built  of  freg;- 
fione,  in  rows,  with  a  variety  of  divifionsl  Bc^ 
lore  them  is  a  large  fquare  incjpfurej  divided 
intp  five  eqx^d  ^x^i  in  the  firft  diviiion,  and 

in 
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in  the  flails  thereto  belonging,  were  the  ewet 
big  with  young;  in  the  fecond,  were  the  flick- 
ing lambs ;  in  the  third  and  fourth  were  thfc 
two  year  old  ewes,  and  in  the  fifth  were  the 
lambs  that  had  done  fucking.  AH  the  iheep, 
in  thefe  five  compartments,  paifled  in  revie# 
before  us.  They  were  entirely  of  the  whit4^ 
breed,  called  Pecore  Gentili,  of  fine  woolled'} 
and  the  chief  fliepherd  aflured  us  that  they 
amounted  to  3000.  The  Dtike  rejefts  the 
black  fort,  on  account  of  the  bad  quality  of  the 
wool. ,  Several  Ihepherd's  dogs,  of  the  true 
breed,  with  long  white  hair,  accompanied  and 
watched  the  flocks ;  and  I  heard  much  in 
praife  of  their  mtrepidity,  and  other  good  qua- 
lities. We  next  vifited  the  milking-houfe, 
which  is  Vexy  commodioufly  arranged,  and  con- 
fifts  of  an  oblong,  arched  room,  in  eiach  of 
Whoji  two  fides  sire  four  apertures  like  door- 
ways, leading  on  either  fide  into  an  inclofed 
court.  At  milking  time  the  flieep  are  driven 
into  oiSe  of  fhefe  courts,  and  fucceffively  paflfed 
through  one  of  the  apertures,  where  a  m99 

waitft 
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waits  to  milk  thenii  which  being  done,  they 
are  let  through  the  oppojQte  ^opening  into  the 
other  court,  and  are  thus  fpeedily  milked. 
There  is  alfo  a  convenient  houfe  for  fliearing 
the  flieep.  All  thefe  buildings  have  been  erefted 
hy  the  Duke,  contrary  to  the  ufual  cufiom  of 
the  country,  where  the  flocks  remain  in  the 
open  air  during  the  whole  year  ^  and  except  a 
few  miferable  huts  by  way  of  dairies,  all  th^ 
other  bufinefs  is  performed  in  the  open  air.' 
This  cuftom  proved  very  fatal  to  the  proprie- 
tors of  fheep  during  the  laft  fevere  winter ;  for 
more  than  4o,cx>o  fheep  periihed  in  the  eaftera 
provinces  of  the  kingdom ;  whilft  the  Duke, 
in  confequence  of  his  judicious  management, 
)oft  not  a  iingle  one.  But  I  now  hear  that  his 
example  has  been  fince  followed  by  fevefal 
ibeep-owners*.    His  flocks. would  indeed  have 

*  In  comparandis  ovibus  ilia  etiam  taenda  hamilia  hctrc 
ftabala.  Namqoe  id  pecus,  qaamvis  ex  omnibus  animalibus 
Teftififliroum,  frigoris  tamen  impatientiffimom  eft,  nee  minus 
sftivi  vaporit. 

CoLUMBLLAi  lib.  ▼111.   Cap.  5* 
And  he  fpeaks  thus  of  the  Tarentinc  fheep— c.  iv.    Nam 
d^  fit  imiverfum  genus  lanigerum  caeteris  pecudibns  mol« 

lius^ 
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been  proteded  againft  cold  and  texnpeftuous 
weather,  in  wooden  houfes^  as. well  as  in  tl^efe 
arched  freeftone  buildings ;  but  the  nchJkQXk 
who  takes  a  pleafure  in  fuph  an  ufeful  o&ijgt^ 
pation  as  hufbandry,  may  well  be  alkm^ed^  a 
certain  degree  of  magnificence,  in  a  cafcf  where 
too  much  vceconomy  would  be  even  more  pre- 
judicial. I  now  learned  that  the  fheep  arel 
managed  in  the  following  manner:  to  every 
ten  ewes  is  allowed  one  ram^  but  they  are 
only  put  together  at  the  age  of  three  years*. 
The  fupernumerary  rams  are  not  cut,  but  fold; 
it  being  thought  more  advantageous  to  feU 
them  yoimg,  than  to  keep  them  three  years 
without  profit,  and  at  fome  hazard.  This  may 
anfwer  in  a  country  where  fat  mutton  is  of  little 
value;  btit  the  fhepherds  of  the  Alps  would  Jbe 

Cosy  turn  ex  cmbas,  tarentinom  eft  niolliffimuai..«.iiec  sftiu 
hte  firigoris  pttiens;  rtto  forif  plerumqae  domi  alitor. 

Primam  piovidenduni  ut  totom  anntiin  zete  pafcantox 
antvt  et  {oris.    Subula  idofieo  loco-~&c. 

VAaao  Re  Roft.  l.ii.  ci.  Edit.  Durdtecht^  1619. 
*  ijjtti  qnairapedif  ^tas  ad  progenefanda  optimaeft  tiiaia* 

C^u  libf  yiiL  c*  3. 

of 
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of  a  rtty  difierent  opinioti^  All  the  DubiV 
fiodu  are  of  the  fpedai  chilled  pecoie  g|eafilii 
whole  wool  is  vtrj  fint  and  white,  aacl  W&« 
much  eD)ilemed  hf  ibit  andents^*  Thk  is  th^ 
greiat  fource  of  his  p^tsj  for  th^  are  fliom 
tmoe  in  the  year}  once  totiftly  in  ^^gt 
bat  oQljr  half  in  fui&mer}  «q4  tiki  wool  ia 
fold  taw.  Soma  profit  alio  arifes  from  the 
^eefes,  which  are  eitCiHeiiti  but  ]>robabIy 
would  fieithftr  hit  fb  good^  Mr  keep  i<>  long,  if 
goat's  milk  wtie  not  employed. in  preparing 
them.  Salt  ii  never  giv^  to  the  Duka'iflieep, 
and  great  cam  is  tciken  not  to  drite  them  npofi 
tilie  paftures  in  the  morning  until  the  dew  bo 
off  the  grafi;*  I  was  eflured  by  my  Atayntasi 
that  the  omiffion  of  this  precaution  &  one  of 
Ae  chief  caufes  of  the  numerbus  diforders  to 
which  (beep  are  liable,  and  that  owing  to  the 
obferyation  of  it,  his  iheep  are  very  feldom 

*  Conttnuoqae  greg;et  viUk  lege  moOibai  albos. 

ViitG*  Geoig.  lib. ill.  %•  ^S6» 

Cskr  albiis  cun  fit  oi>tiiiius>  um^  ettaift  eft  Ql^ 

CoLUM.  lib.  viii.  c  2* 

difeafedj 
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difeateS/'  Thisi.iiJ^kred  W  trie  *ll!Wd* ilttfi^- 
dtSiiikr^r'^  in'oth^rpTstt€i\ti9  teigbt  that 
tfitt!e# Isf ftrvfc«jibtetd flie**^-  Vfrpfpfeak* 

ftolfe,.WHidi  Mhti'cotiildei'stnftJttdldiiT*  t 
cacfr' th^efo'r'e  bnly  ^xplaiir  tHs  by  fuppbfirigf 
iSiat  il9l0ig  Ai  iht  fkedp  TtmAyt  ticatSt.  Bk^l; 
iKftitfte  the  dintete  i*  i'atbfer' Wwi'^fctf  deti^  li 
to&  JTrotyfof  the  ffiet^  t^  bd  fetiSttt  eirly  !fl 
ititmonimgy  for  in  IteflirtrtAei'  th^lAire  #}tli*' 
«*  diffitexdtyario^e'd  foj«f^  thy  dfeWJ^faf- 
fer«s ;  ^d  in  ^hM  feifon-  the  D^ii'fehds  alt 

M«iiitt^^iiioi>p«*By'<Jf'Sateffl6.  Theiiiha-' 
bitants  qf  tjbe  prQ^^ce  where  the  Duke  re* 
fides,  itt  geaeiral'pay  «»Afidei«bte'  ««Pdrftk>n  to 

^LbcSnf  priinO(<itidtlGtfefe>  frigida  rura 
■  Cjtpamfi^d«Miiiaiici»Tiii%<hm^raii^ 
Et  roi  in  tenera  pecori  gratiffimus  herba. 

•  '  ViKGuGcorg,  lib^iii.  v.  324, 

Nam  ]firviiiofii  in  bsdbal  pecadi  ghMdiomi  -  eKar^  vdh- 
mmque  proloit. 

CoLVM.  Iib#  viii,  c.  5- 

F  the 


itc^^.and  tb^  animal  veiyfilMwi  dies,  bloated^ 
aad:tvithii^;TfiiDl:  dra«mr out  like  briftles.  XiM 
W^KdWy  whielvis  caU^  «])9  fiunola^'^  isQ|tiii 
biited^^D  a  vei^iifhaip  and)  coiM^e^bumottf 
tki*  cbaes  fre^i  the  fkzati  ian4.poifim$f^he  dierpn 
AiTarantl^they  think  that  tbis.  k  prcjodidkl 
tolf  toutfan'>9rhite  flieefi;  ImVvtii  th6  pfoiiiiDk 
Qf  Lecoe  is  a  pl^nt  pa^ed  Funaoioi  -w^i^  Is 
mortal  tax  black  &eep^  ^  w^  a^  whitt  j  bat 
that  is  property^  the  chiaddp^X'lIum  ^Ivefire^ 
which  is  very  commoir,  ^nfd  in  (omt  places 
poifonoHS,  though  not  fo  fe  <4thers>  and  often 
{pre^  devaftation  amongft  yeung  poukry ;  Tine 
oxen  are  atSo  faid  to  be  fometimes  injured  by 
the  hypericum  perf(Mratum>  which  gtows  ui 
the  (ame  province.  . ' 

From  thi?  paftoral  retreat  we  now  returtied 
towards  tie  houfe>  to*  be  ytirfetit?  at  a  fort  of 
l^artan  exhibition.  Thre^  different  drovef* 
of  horfes  a|)pear^d>  each  in  two  divifions  y  the 
one  containing  the  ftiB^issed-  hoffesj  and  the 
Other  the  foal^*  We  &ft.  e^jiaauoed  th^  i^aies 
of  an  inferior  fort,  the  refufe-  of  the-  whotey  and 

kept 


fetf.  Th^  titeWht'pifet  cif  a  «iAtei-  tlMreft  ttiBnths 
Tjtd,  ifc  JO  doeatd— (£"9'i- 7*.  >  6Wfc4-*tn4  a  -four 

tllbal^fetch  fr(>Ai  &tee  to  j^tilr  htt»dfed  4t{e^ 

]>n)C«e^d  td  tiM  Mites  they  hid^'foaled}  iheti 
Ift  the^'fnftret.oif  \h&  ftctmAnrdtaii  aM  their 
fef(k;'flnd,  laftly,  to  tht  eleift. •  H«rfe'-wa* 
i^dbddf  <»f  iActfiiip&rable  beauty  $  laigevsdhfl 
CtH«Sy  «ifh«r  of  «i  dark  or>  bri^t  forrM«aloiir{^ 
«M«f  <9Ciuld  the  hiceft  k»mibi0ein^  Had  irr^eifa 
«ny  otlier  hiitmtk,  tStan  that  thelr«are  fiaifd  u 
Kitie  t«d  dlftan»  ^m  erach  o^^f .  ifFheDuks^s 
Inafet  am  prtncipaUy  ftoted  for  their  fovMdnefe 
itnd  kil-dinsfi>  and  the  pectifiar'  goo%e&  of 
their  hoofs ;  qualities  for  which  they  are  pro- 
t^ably  indented  to  the  dry  and  hard  hatufe  of 
'Ih^i  pa^rk  fi9in4*>'  ^"^  ^  itoinf  kept  ouliy 
'"  '  F3  >  aU 


.an  w«3thcj»,;wi!tho«t!evwi  entering  larJftabl^^l^ 

-Tk(C  fcwds  thgt  are  k^j*.  f(^,^priv*t§  :^p^7ar€ 

Jkol!enjiB|  St*  three  year^  oW*  awi.all  tl)<?rji9if^^ 

,fwr  which  ,the;Duke  has  no  employment,  are 

Jbid  in.  thjQir  fourth  year^i' either,  at.  the.  fair  of 

GraKip^^  qp  th^-  ^f  tS^ierno, .  where :  the  current 

iprfce  of  j^  pair  of -fipe  four  years  eild  i^oachr 

.borie's;  without  bleqiifti>  i«^  from  150  .taaop 

"4iicats~{froinf  C^S  ,%s^  6d.  to  £,iT*  los^. 

'Until  btelyine  horfes  werec^t,  and  none  hut 

itelKoris  weire^  ufed,  as?w^  for  ridinif^Jbr 

draughty:  the  mares  l>eing:  kept -ren^fir^lDf  j^ 

4»wd  mai?6s. .  Rut  this  cuftom  :is  now  abo* 

3ifhed,  and  the  cavalry  is  in- future  to  be^fupr 

pHedwiih  mares  and  gelding$.'  Formerly  *Yeiy 

Baifon  in  the  fcmgdom  of  the  Two  Sicilies  had 

one  or  more  duds;  and  the  Neapolitan  horfes 

weiee  (much  and  every  where  efteemed.and 

fought  after,  on  account  of  their  durability •  and 

other  good  qualities,^  as  was  likewife  the  cafe 

*  Ceteri  pa0im  totp  anno  Inter  pafcua  admifli^  fecum  ma* 
ribus  impleantar*  Sed  his  armentis  pafcua  legstinuif  j^in- 
^pufima  bycmc  apnpi;  fngida  et  opom  providcamus  cftat^* 

net 


amon^the  ancients^.  The  op\aient  modem 
nobility  of  R<ftiie 'had  no  other '^oach^hoHes 
^an  the  Neapolitan';  and  the  expdrtatibn  was 
very  conftant  and  advantageous;  until  a  cer* 
fiain  ingenious  minifter  (the  Marquis  Squillace> 
I  believe)  thought  proper  tO'  lay  a  heavy:  tax 
upon  that  article;  by  which  the  price  of  horfes, 
Wa^  fo  unreafonably  aogm^ted  that  foreigner^ 
gave  up  the  trade,  and  the  Roman  noblemen,, 
awakin^^  from^  their  lethargy^  formed;  ftuds  of 
brood  mares,  imported  ftallions  of  renown,  and 
fiiktiiOied  themfelVes  and.  the  country  wit|:i 
horfes.  The  Neapolitans  therefore  finding  their 
horfes  remain  upon  their  hands^  fvi^r$4  their 
ftuds  either  to  periflior  degenerate,  and  turned 
themselves  towards  the  breeding  of  mules; 

hec  adeo  moDibui  locii'nata  at  ungukniih  fi^mitas  dt  ;iffie- 
fitttt oil 6ntiat.  ^  j      '.     /   i._.,  ] 

PikLLAD*  lib,  iii.  U  i$» 

■'}■::■     ■  :  •  '  ■  j      >        ^«     ■'•'■r-  ■      •  «^ . 

*  Itaque  adhoenobilet  a  regionibus  dicuntor.'  In  Gnecia 

Hiefliiiki  6qaii  a  tarta  Apfnli^  &c*   '  '* 

VareQ}  lib.  ii.  c.  7.  . 

HoTum  Eguonun  ef  Equarum  gregcs  qui. habere  voluerint 
(at  habent  adiqiii  in  Feloponefo  et  in  ApuHa). 

.    '*      ,       ••  .'    'qmc.   •    Ibid. 

.        >  F4  which 
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race  w^oo^ly.M,  <wi(t,.4tie  jm?^  ^  Nsplw 
whirinightvhijve  hadftiae  ;fio8ft  <jfty4lry j»  ;tMi 
T?orld;  would  ibon  have  b^en  tobligMl  tp  imp^ 
holies: ^t'aii  (»0JrmoU$  ^^peftqe^  ..ha(J  hfi  »&fc 
been  tiefined  to  talus  ofFth^  tfts^  t^ie^icouni^Q 
tlia  eflabliihiiiQnibj  of  itiids,  ind  particularly^  to 
aboiij^  a  «yrajinical  lawi  whiah  i3mpowered4J^<^ 
officari  Who  had  the  dhai^, of  remounting,  th^ 
d&rvali^yt^  ehoof^  ;(>ut  of  the -ftuds^  natndf;at  tba 
^^y^^K^mt  bodefi(  thb}}  plea&d^  at  a^fixed^  and 
ii^bior^.ptice;  It  ii  m>w  M^d/^dt  as  did 
Neapslitan  boriejs  have  the-  dpcidfcd  bdvantagd 
over-  others;, '  this  branch;  o£ 'tmde  will  again 
introduce  Japge  fuo^s  into  the  i^ingdom. .  The 
late^attrangepfient  of  fthecavafay  has  (hevmhew 
^9Pg,^^^ai\fe^  fpifitecj,  jiocile,  ^  durable 
thefe  horfes  are,  as  well  as  how  much  a  pMh> 
Ij^r  management  of  the  ftuds  merits  the  atten- 
tion of  minifters,  who  iddeadbave  naw.Uftened 
to  good  idVfce,  and  fpeedily  adopted  it. 

Thfele  dil^inft  hercjs  gf  catnip  now  pa{fed  Jby. 

The  firft  comprehended  the  beafts  of  the  beft 

■     .  .  '?  quality; 
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qvaiitf^  the  next,  tlie  infbrior  ibrt^  and  the 
thirds  the  calves.  As  a  Synis,  I  could  not  ftrf* 
ficiently  idmirfe  tiie  bcaiity  rf  Aefe  imiinfid^. 
IV  co^s  were  chiefly  grey,  jwith  fcnWl  hormy 
&9rt  feet,  4nd  very  long  cardafes.  The  fteera 
W^r/e/of  the  nloft  beauldfvd  dafk  brown,  andiof 
a  fisse.rfuch:  as  I.had  neverifeeh^  to  a  Ulttler 
head;  with  fpitfcKng  cyes>  hung  ian  enornoous 
dirarlap;:fit)m  theithsoiat  ala^  ^  ground^v 
The  hinder  parts  were  as  much  ias  pdifihle  like 
thorcjof  :a  liob,  and  reminded  me  of  the  Toro 
Fftmefe,  wlutli  fcme  Gonofc*nti'hate  unjijiftly 
pr^ttoupCfid  to  bear  too  great  a  refemblance  to 
the  }fi^  <^  reproach  thefe 

Cbeerawjlbi  n/G|thiqig  but/a  remaiiable  degree 
eft  WkimWkMfyy  i^though  1  muft  confefis  that 
I  hW5ffc:if^4oiil^fiRen.:fb  majcflic  in  ammaL 
Theii^'heidattiinahi  but  all  weathers  thrpugh- 
out  thSeyteirw  No  more  butter  is  made  than  i$ 
(u0icient(&r  the  family  oonfumption^  it  being 
imkiMVwn    ahnoft   throiighdut  the  kingdom^ 

*  £t  enifam  ttim  a  mento  palearia  pendente 

'*  Vva.  Gcorg.  Ub.  iH.  v. 5. 

where 
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where  oil  is  made  ufe  of  in  iti  ftead.  The  reft 
of  die  milk  is  employed  in  making  cheefe,  of 
which  .die  befi  ibrt  is  hefre  <JalIed  Caccio  Ci* 
vailo^.and  is  in  liigh  eftimation  j  biit  I  thought 
it  too  dry  and  tallowy  5  although  the  milk  and 
bsitSter^  as  well  as » thfe  other  articles  of  ^  which 
theycompofed  a  part,  arid  efpecially  the  Sor- 
betti'  or  Sherbets,  were  peculiarly  grateful  to 
me;'  iThereisa  coniiderable  hoirie.trade  in  this 
cbeefd,  which  is  univerfially  efteemed. 
c  Very  little  attention  is  paid  throughout  the 
kingdom  to  the  breeding  of  cattl«,  except  in 
the  provinces  of  Abrazzo,  and  Calabria,  where 
indeed  it  is  upon -a^  very  indifferent  footing}  and 
except  the  Duke  of  Martini^  very  few  barons 
keep  any  ftock  of  cattle.  All  that  mature  pro- 
duces in  ithe  greater  part  of  tbe"  kingdom,  is 
owing  to  the  mildnefs  of  the  climrate  and  the 
goodnefs  of  the  foil,  rather  than  to  the  labour 
find  affiduity  of  the  inhabitants.  Of  the  proper 
mwagerilent  of  land,  of  manuring,  and  of 
artificial  grafles,  the  provinces  in  general  haye 
no  (prt  of  idea,};  and,  except  in  the  diftrifts 

where 
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where  wine,  oil,  and  almonds  are  prodnced^tbe 
etemaJ  round  of  hufbandry  confifts  in  fowing: 
corn,  and  letting  the  land  lay  fallow.    None 
t>ut  the  barons,  and  fome  towns,  have  any  paf- 
tuie  grounds  5  and  grafe  lands  for  mo\ying,  arc 
utterly  unknown.    I  aiked  my  worthy  hoft, 
^hopx  I  faund  quite  free  from  prejudice,  why; 
with:fo  Many  cHttle,  and  fuchan  extenfive  traft 
of  lan4^;b^.;dld  not  try  the  artificial  gra0es, 
which  wouW  tiiot  only  inereafe  the  y^lue  of 
hts  flockft  and   herds,  fcQtalfo   of  his  ara- 
ble, ilandsj.yine-yards,  and  olive-grounds,  hy 
the:  mahttiie -which  his  cattle  would  thereby 
#ib?df.   He[  replied} that  he  had  formerly  fent 
for  rtnd'fowtt  fome •  clover- feed,  but  that  the 
grafs.  died  away  at  the  end  of  two  years,  and 
that  the  experitiftent  had  been  extremely  expen- 
jive  on  account  of  th^  tranfport  of  the  feed* 
Probably  he  had  been  furniflied  with  a  pArli* 
cular  fort  of  Dutch  clover-feed  that  lafts  only 
one,  or  at  moft,  two  years, .  I  advifed  him  to  try 
Jucerne  and  faint-foin,,with  which  he  was  un» 
Bcqu^inted,  but  promifed  to  procure.    It  is 
incredible  in  what  douds  of  darl^nefsthe  fcience 

of 


a 
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ci'  agriisulture  in  this  kingdom  is  enveloped) 
and  ftill  more  ma'^dibte  what  feeble  efforte  arc 
m^e  to  extricate  it-*'  — 

I  can  fay  nothings  of  the  Duke's  buiFaloes, 
irhich  were  twenty-four  itAlts  from^he  houfej 
b«t  fliall  have  an  oppcirtunity  bf  fiilly  -ttiention-^ 
mg  that  ugly  beaft.  After  feeing  the  Duke's 
feddle-hcwrfes,  and  a  legion  of  all  kinds  of  poul* 
try>  #(B  aflifted  at  an  excellent  jre^aftv  ahd  then 
took'lMVe  6f  this  amiaMe  faihilyr,iwhofe  ^tten^ 
tioiK  will  ever  prefeiit  themfeltes  to  my  re* 
membi^nce.  The  road  from  St«  Baiil  carried 
t(S  acfbfs  paiitrre  grounds  and  comfieldsp/to  ati 
jllevated  plain^  where  I  fii'f^  remarked  that  we 
wer&upon  a  chain  of  hills  which  btahch  off 
from  the  main  body  of  thfe  Ap^iewlnte,  and  at 
the  diftance  of  eight  or  ten  miles  bound  th* 
plain  of  Taranto,  covered  with  plantations  of 
olive-trees.  Into  this^  plain  we  defcended 
down  a  hill  cloathed  with  rofemary  and  myrtle 
buiheSyand  having  wi  each  fide  a  fmall  lime- 
ftonc  valley,  foil  of  grottos  and  excavations. 
Mftltacholy  is  the  view  amongft  the  dark  and 

mournful 


fnoiirhful  dite-triees  ;•  but?  the  'tttmd  is^  thecrtd 

hy  tli6't6c^llt)£ttolk  of  ttiie  riclies  of  this  immea>-  ^ 

fiHiablepliiki;'   %<^  «li&  decli^ 

fiei'  tbd  town '  ^  Maktkfr^,  itime  miles  from  iTa*' 

fimto^    The  road  follows  the  direction  of  tht 

hilb,  which  when  bald,  difcover  the  horizontal 

fttata  of  lime-ftonev  and  are  full  of  cavern* 

abounding)  with  natural  faltpetre,  like  thc^e  lA 

the  Pu)^  di  Molfetta.    It  was  night  before  wt 

reached  the  city,  the  archbifliop   having  ftu*' 

dioulty  delayed  our  depattiife,  in  order  to  aroid 

aH  kkwf  of  Rejoicing  it  his  arrival.     He  had 

beien  abfem?  a  year  and  an  Iklf  &om  his  diocefc^^ 

not  for  the  pinpofe  of  diffipating  the*  ample  re^ 

Venues  of  his  archbiihoprick  at  Naples,  Ukt 

moft  of  his  worthy  brethren ;  but  he  had  been 

faniniocied^  at  the  inl^nce  of  a  worthlefseii^rii^ 

to  d(^nd  himfelf  againft  the  cruel  acottfatioiA 

with  which  be  had  been  blackened.    D\tik% 

all  that  fiivie  did  innocence  ftruggk  agaityft 

cabals   which  employed  all  their  diabolic^ 

weapons'}  btit'hi^  innotence  moft  clearlf  eotf- 

fouadrd  t^MMi  a^d  be  wcis  howtetmtui^M^  hft 

flock. 


7$  TRAVEXS   TO  KAFJ^'f f^^ 

flocks /which  had^od  earne():}y  prayed  to  the 
Jicavenly  and  earthly  ppw^s  foi?  hi^xeftor^tion. 
He  was  defirous  of  aycndiBg  the  effujQoii  o£  pof 
polar  joy,  which  however  juftifiable,  his  estalted 
fyqrit  wi0ied  not  to  beconiidered  as  a  triumph 
jDver  his  enemies.  We  travelled  therefore  in 
Jthe  (hades  of  evening,  which  we  increafed  by 
the  glodm  of  the  olive-trees,  and  were  but  fel* 
dom  broken  through  by  the  luftre  of  the  rifing 
moon.  A  tear  flood  in  the  eyes  of  the  prelate^ 
whofe  heart  was  full  of  the  tendered  feelings^ 
and  anticipated  the  fatisfa£tion  which  ^  tmie 
(hepherd  feels  upon  being  reftored  to  his  idolise 
ing  flock.  A  folemn  ftillnefs  reigned  ajfound 
us ;  nor  would  I,  for  the  world,  have  interrupted 
it.  Near  the  town,  we  were  met  by  a  coach 
full  of  gentlemen  who  had  fome  flight  fuipicion 
of  the  arcbbilhop's  arrival.  Their  meeting  was 
truly  affe£ting,nor  had  I  ever  thought  that  there 
was  fo  much  friendftiip  and  cordiality  in  Italy. 
No  fooner  were  the  people  informed  of  the  ar- 
rival of  their  refpefted  prelate,  than  the  city  re- 
Skwi^^  with  tiheir.feiteratedjicclaipa4:iionsi  and 

the 
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the  Archiepifcopal  Palace  overflowed  with 
their  numbers.  Never  was  a  bleffing  received 
with  more  heartfelt  joy ;  and  **  God  be  praifed 
that  our  Father  is  reftored  to  us",  was  the  cry 
of  the  people,  the  poor,  the  widow,  and  the 
orphan. 


SECTION 


rtATttJ  to  ITAttfe*.- 


sEcnrroNw 

Tarantct. 

A 'T  length  I  am  arrived  at  the  jai&MO 
X  A.  (c  Molle  Tarentum";  and  in  trath  I  feem- 
ed  to  breathe  a  fofter  air  as  foon  as  I  reached 
the  environs  of  the  town.  Whether  my  imagi- 
nation  was  exalted  by  the  recolleftion  of  the 
ancient  Tarentum,  fo  happy  and  fo  efteemed, 
or  whether  the  delightful  climate  had  any  par- 
ticularly agreeable  influence  upon  my  body,  I 
know  not,  but  I  felt  a  general  well  being  upon 
entering  the  colony  of  the**bold  Phalantus. 

Every  day  after  my  arrival  was  devoted  to 
the  examination  of  what  is  remarkable  in  the 
town  and  its  vicinity ;  and  my  evenings  were 
palled  in  the  fociety  of  the  ladies.  I  never 
fliould  have  thought  of  finding  fuch  amiable 
and  pleafing  women  in  an  almoft  unfrequented 
provincial  town  in  a  remote  corner  of  Italy. 
J^ft^jpf  them  indeed  are  acquainted  with  the 

capital 


tapifal  of  th^ir  c6un»f f  bflt  it-Wiib:>niifch^  tiii 
more  rcfmark4bfe  tllilf  tl*]^  ikSiild  Wave  brought 

Irithdut  itt  dti|)Hetrf«;^h»rftf,rknfd>£ 

"alfo'eicperieiiced  M  tWcy  f&tnitibd th^  the  Italian 

wtfmetf  are  ca-pfftfele.of  the  moft*  fkm^F&ibl^ 

frietidfl^i  as  i^beh  as^thofe  of  other  natiodfiL- ' 

^  ^ni«J6«udtien'bfthrQ^<>fTaranto  isb^^ 

^  iSneft  ill  Ectfopei^i^  WheretheAdriittic  ie^ 

lUnites  with  the  loni^^itcpmtfes  cthe  J^eninfiiJa 

^f  Italy  into  a  narrow;  neck  of  lamlrwherebduwfe 

are  fet  to  the  farther  progrefs  of  that  ixwading 

xlefpbt  by  a  chain  of  limeftonei!hills^;.whidt, 

braincfiin|[  from  the.  mainfibck  of  the  Apped- 

nines  dire£Uy  towards  the  Eaft^  form  the  prd- 

mdntorjr  of  Finibus  Terrse^  and  )the  widely^ax- 

teodad  Gulph  of  Taranta/  Nearly :at  the  b6t- 

tbm  of  this  gulph^twd  points  o£Jand.prefefo 

clofely  upon  a  rock  which  lies  between  th«n, 

•that  the  bay  is  there  reduced  into  two  hdrrojw 

jchamiels,  but  quickly  ilretches  outagain^  and 

forms  a  confiderable  inland  lake.     Upon  that 

rock  ftands  Taranto^  commanding  not  only  this 

.    .  G  lake 
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WUtwtd^fMt,  hm  iUbtbeovtcr  £09,  which,  w 

tape  St.  Viti^<Ai  liii  oMhawi^Biu)  0i{>4.%  (i^ 
jidhio  oA  th«  other*  9ttd  hy  two  iOaii4»  %i^^ 
f^etwfim  theiD.  Tb«  lofty  iib9u<itaiQ»  ^.Pato- 
bim»  now  ootnred  with  fiiow>  (betchui^  out  to- 
w«4t  the  Sflwth  Weft<  ravK  to  the  <lift?nc)e  of 
inont  tiltt^qe  buadted  mile$,  the  fartheft.  UmMv' 
i^tSb^  pxlfh,  which,  towards  the  S^mh  ^^, 
.4M  kft vtoiidft  the  vaft  eupwfe  of  waters,  k 
;;iiio:fae;buheiited  that  dote  interior  ftate  of  the 
,tialm  ihould  in  no  degree  omefpond  with  the 
beeot^  (^  its  fituatton«  Eighteen  thooiimd  in- 
habitantts  are  crowded  together  upoa  fhia  nar- 
raw  Mdc»  and  dwell  hi  hoafcs  fb  lofty^and  (o 
efefely  prefledtc^ether,  as  to  rmder  tiie  fireets 
narrow,  dark/  and  winding';  bFefides  which,  the 
pavement  ia  extremely  bad,  and  efpecially  upon 
Jflie  Marina  ;  which,  outdoiijg  even  the  cufto^ 
mary  ItaHanrfilth,  is  hardly  pafiabie  on  accoubt 
of  the  exceffive  naftinefe  and  ftbk«  Th£» 
<{uarter  evidently  proves  that  the  town  is  re- 
markably 
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insrfc*bly  pop^dpuifor  it^  e^^ent..  4  fey  y«»fs 
A9i((^/ibn^  patriotic  citizen^  prppQjCe4::t9  W^4 
ft. 4¥J^rb  jup$p  the <:;9ptH^     wjitljr  :yirWf:jb  4^ 

Offfcr  to  «jtfe  tb?  jtow»  of  itg  fuper-ji^b^nfj^t 
|>6^aktipnv'and  pTPvide  for  tl^  (ipqiij^s  :^^ 
ar^  /^ntwmlly  witMrawiBg  fpmi  the  zdjw^pg 
baronies*    Alt^ugh  the  icheme  vm  f ppr^io^ 
by  <i!Ot^nimeBt,  k  received  no  farthj^r  cix- 
couragement  from  tbij|t  quarter;  a^id  \h^pxo- 
fnietors  of  the  grou&d  lupc^  whicl^i  jl^^  J^i^fes 
yrtrf^to  fee  ier(^e4,lia4  fp  JU^le  patrjfititoi  -ifc^it^ 
re^ig^iite  an  unmoderate  pirice  for  it^  aqd  fpJittle 
knovJodge  of  their  pwn  private  advantftge,  as 
to  rp&cTe  building  the  houfes  at  their  own 
cha2;ge9.    Some  ingenious  perfon  ^fo  JCf^ijfed  it 
to  be  ivade  a  conditiea  l^y  goyemment^iajt  the 
city-^te  fhould  be  ihiiit  two  hours  ^fter  (up-fet ; 
fo  that  .theinhabitaixts^t^e  fuburb  woidd  ^ave 
been  obliged  to  quit  the  town  at  that  hour. 
Here  it  ought  not  to  be  forgotten  that,  notwith- 
flanding  Taranto  is  a  foitrefs^  and  a  garrifon 
town,  there  are  more  than  twenty  .breaches  in 
G2  the 
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41tcrmnc<l  walls,  through  which  cbachfei  migRt 
^'pafs^  without  difficulty,  fo  fhort  ^ht  WhoBe 
Scheme;  which^  jf  execiited,  miift  have  ttemed 
^buiconfidcrably  to  the  advahtsige  of  the  town 
*and'  cdtintry,  was  abandoned.  And  fo*  liiufr 
^^^r'be  the  cafe  as  long  as  th^  King  and  hfe 
^minlfiers  remain  unacquainted  with  the  interior 
^  tht^  kingdom,  and  continue  to  rely  upon 
'governors  who  prefer  their'  own  private  in- 
"terefts  to  the  public  welfare.  r  - 

"^'llite  fallowing  lift  points  out  the  population 
of  Taranto  from  1778  to  1787,  bothinclufive; 


^  Years. 

SovAi. 

"^Birtbs. 

'1778.  - 

-   1777?-  - 

-  -  673. 

177$.  . 

-   17964-  - 

-  -  649.  ^ 

-^7S6.  - 

-   18885;  " 

-  -  -7^^' 

"  r"7yi.  - 

-   I 7609.  - 

'    -    554' 

1782.  - 

-   17993-  - 

-  -  649. 

1783.  - 

-   17735.  - 

-  -  6a2. 

1784.  - 

-   18198.  - 

-  -  605. 

1785.  - 

-   17464.  - 

-  -  728. 

irS6.  - 

-   17644.  - 

-  -  703- 

*T*7«  - 

-   18457-  - 

-  -  648^ 

I  was 
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'  Iwas  u];iable  to  procure  the  lift  of  deaths^ 
but  it  I^uft  l^  temen^bered  that  for  f^algns  !> 
fliall  hereafter  mentioQ^  the  air  is  not  of.tb€> 
moft  falutary  kind,  and  that  it  often  occaiion$|i> 
coilfiderable  number  of  deaths  in  a  year.  I 
hare  already  faid  that  the  town  frequently  re-, 
ceives  a  great  increafe  of  inhabitants  5  this 
ufually  happens  in  unproduflive  years,  or  wkacn  ^ 
a  fevere  and  mercilef^  baron  psiys  a  vifit  to  his 
vaffals. 

How  ftriking  is  the  difference  between  the 
prefent  population,  and  that   of  the;  time  of 
Archytas,  when  Taranto  was  at  the  fummit  of 
its  prqfperity*    The  city  alone  could  then  fend 
into  the  field  30,000  infantry  and  3*000  cavalry  ;^ 
nor  k  the  popiilation  of  that  period  at  all  ex- 
aggerated, when  it  is  faid  to  have  amounted  to 
300,000  fouls.    At  that  time  indeed  the  city, 
occupied  a  much  larger  fpace }  and  the  ruins 
fufficiently  point  out  that  it  extended  not  only 
on  both  {hores  of  the)  Mare  Grande,  but  alfo 
around  thegreateft  p^rt  of  the  Mare  Piccolo. 

H?  whO;in  vifiting  thof?  provinces,  examines 
63  and 
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aad  itfle^  upon  the  admirable  pofitidti^  of  all 
tief  rencneiied  cities  o(  antiquity,  how  in  a 
ffekt  Qiieafure  deftroyed^  tod  notices  the  ^£hial 
tict€fttfive  tra£ls  of  uninhabited  country/ at  thcr 
(kme  time  bearing  in  mind  the  beauty  of  the 
cfimat^>  can  nd  longer  be  aftonlfhed  that  the 
diiiilent  writers  fhoUld  have  enumerated  the 
acrtmes  and  population  c^  the  different  Nations 
and  cities  at  fo  high  a  rate/  efpecially  when  va* 
rious  other  caufes  are  recoUefted. 

As  the  town  itfelf  fumifhed  nothing  but  what 
Riedefi]  and  Swinburne  have  amply  defcribed, 
1  began  to  exartiine  the  neighbourhood,  and  6A 
the  third  day  after  my  arrival,  paid  a  vifit  to 
the  Calefus;  not  fo  much  becaufe  the  Mantuan 
bard,  upon  its  thickly  (haded  banks,  fang  of  the 
Aepherds  and  their  renowned  flocks  of  iheep 
which  were  fcattered  upon  the  flowery  fields 
around  him*,  as  becaufe  the  venerable  Corycius 

*  Dulce  pellidi  ovibus  Gakfi  flumen. 

HoKAT.  Od«  VI*  lib.  ii.  v«  io« 
(^o  niger  humeftat  flavenda  colta  Galcfiu 
Coiyciemvidcfle  fenein* 

Viae.  Geor|^  KK  hr»  v«  I2& 

Die 


there iiiAru^edhip^^       moft ufefulof  allicir 
ences*  With  impati«QQe  did  I  haften  to  this  cele* 
brated  river;  but  al)  its  charms  werefled:  in  lieu 
of  weU  wooded  haak^  not.  a  tree  to  be  difcoyer- 
ed  in  the  neighbourhood;  and  inftead  of  a  frefli^ 
tranfparentifaream,  I  found  only  a  muddy  ditch^^ 
which  is  overgrown  with  rufhes^  and  has  con- 
verted the  furrounding  country  into^an  ofTeniive 
fwamp.    Only  at  its  difcharge  into  the  Mare 
Piccolo  have  the  hopes  of  profit  made  the  fifher- 
men  ibmewhat  attentive  to  clearing  it;  but 
even  there  the  Niger  Gelafus  ran  over  a  white 
chalky  bed>  and  fo  compleatly  did  away  my 
iJlufion  that  I  indignantly  left  the  degenerated 
fpot,  and  bitterly  reproached  the  Tarantines, 
that  not  one  of  them  had  had  fo  much  venera- 
tion for  the  ancients^  or  fo  much  relifh  for  a 
beautiful  fitiiation^  commanding  a  delightful 
view  of  the  town,  feen  as  in  a  pi&ure,  towering 

Die  togs  fackiidi  {ratmn  mihi  miintv  amici 
£fle  vdit  cujot  fama,  decofqoe  gregit  ? 
Appnla  Ledan  tibi  floruit  lierba  Phalandt 
Qoa  ftttuat  Calabris  calca  Gakfut  aquis; 

MAETiALflib.  viii.  Ep*  tSi 
£t  LaccdaBmcaui  pecoxia  culta  Gdefi. 

Stat.  SUv.  lib^lii«Carn«  ;• 

G  4  between 
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between  the  *tw^^  feas/as  to  build  a  villa,  and 
form  a  garden/  which  upori'tliis  ftteiiifa  m^ht* 
have  been  almoft  ah  Elyfium.'  - 

Upon  my  return  I  paffed  neir  an  aquedu6t 
which  abundantly  fupplies  '  the '  town  with* 
water.  It'  is  affnredly  one  of  the  moft  remark- 
able in  Italy,  as  well  oh  account  of  it^  extent 
as  its  conftrufltion ;  for,  if  w6  may  believe  the 
Tarentines,  the  fources  are  forty  miles  diftant; 
and  the  waters  run  twelve  nilles  in  a  fubterra- 
neous  canal  cut  in  the  living  rock;  its  courfe' 
being  marked  by  air-hole's,  of  which  one,  called 
II  pozzo  deila  ftella,  is  i  ,000  patms  deep.  Dur- 
ing the  three  laft  miles,  the  aqiiedufit  confifts  of 
arcades,  upon  which  the  water  is  conveyed  in 
pipes  of  ftone.  Various  are  the  opinions  con- 
cerning the  age,  and  the  founder  of  this  truly 
great  work.  By  fome  it  is  attributed  to  the 
Emperor  Nicephorus,  who  lived  in  the  tenth 
century;  but  I  am  rather  inclined  to  think  that 
it  was  conftrufted  at  the  period  when  the  Greeks 
had  rendered  Taranto  one  of  their  moft  flourifli- 
ing  colonies  in  Italy.  At  leaft  ih  feveral  ruined 
•  Greek 
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Greek  cities,  and  efpecially  nt  Syracufe,  Ijiav^j 
iben  aqueducts  of  a  fimilar  cpnftruftion,  wbofej 
Grecian  origin  could  not  he  difputed.  Howeyat  j 
neceflary  be  thia  aqueduft  to  the  very  exiftencCj 
of;  th^  city  of  Taranto,  yet  doe$  decay  now  ftarc  [ 
it  inthe  fece.  Four  hundred  ducats  OC75.)  h|ive 
indeed  been  for  fome  time  in  the  hands  of  thof^ 
whofe  bufinefe  it  i^  to  pay  ftrift  attention  to  it ;. 
but  ftill  the  arcades  are  in.fuch  b^d  repair^  and 
the  ftone  pipes  fo  careleffly  joined  together,  that 
the4ownfall  of  part  of  it  is  daily  to  be  expe^ed* 
Siame  well-difppfed  perfons  having  difcovered 
thatithis  watejr  was  very  conveniently  fituatedt 
for.  irrigating  their  meadows,  applied  to  tho 
board  at  Lecce  for  a  {privilege  for  that  purpofe. 
by  which  the  whole  town  would  have  been  in 
^Sanger  of  periihing  for  want  of  water;  and 
this,  well  imagined  proje£l  had  very  nearly  been 
fuccefsfiil. 

In  the  evening  I  vifited  the  garden  of  the 
TherejGan  Monks,  in  order  to  examine  the  re- 
mains  of  the  theatre  of  Taranto ;  but  a  hollow 
arch,  and  ^  few  (leps  covered  with. briars,  and 
the  little  confopoity  of  4pJjfcK)rs  a^  to  the  fituv 

tion 
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tion  of  the  place,  made  me  both  to  aekhow^ 
ledge  that  fo  celebrated  a  theatre  ever  occupied 
that  fpot.    I  fay  celebrated,  fince  there  it  waa 
that  Archytas  enchanted  the  Tarentines  with 
his  eloquence,  atid  encouraged  them  to  engage 
in  fo  many  glorious  wars;  thither  it  was  that 
he  returned  triumphant,  and  reaped,  in  tht. 
joyful  acclamations  of  the  people,  the  laurels 
due  to  his  valour  and  his  wifdom;  and  there 
was  it  that  the  great  power  of  Taranto,  efpc* 
cially  under  him,  appeared  in  all  its  luftre^  in 
the  number  of  ambafladors  from  fubjed  coui>^ 
tries,  and  from  fuch  as  implored  his  affiftance. 
But  this  very  theatre  was  in  fome  degree  accef* 
fary  to  the  ruin  of  this  great  city  j  for  a  Roman 
fleet,  conveying  com  fix)m  Apulia  to  Rome, 
being  difcovered  by  the  people  coIle£ied  upon 
the  fteps  that  commanded  a  view  of  the  gulph, 
was  immediately  attacked  and  plundered;  and 
in  this  fame  theatre  did  thofe  infolent  people 
infult  and  fliamefuUy  mifufe  the  Roman  ambaf- 
fadors  who  came  to  demand  fatisfa6tion  for  the 
outrage.    Such  unprovoked  and  repeated  inju-^ 
ries  occafioned  a  l6ng  and  bloody  war,  which 

terminatecl 


terminated  in  the  ^mhikktichii  of  the  W^tiQi  ef 
the  T^femities,  and  ih  the  total  eictiiiakm -of 
their  freedom.  It  woiiM  be  Very  eat^  to  ele»* 
away  the  nibHfli  frotii  this  AemoraWe  f]^, - 
and  probably  to  lay  open  the  lower  part  of  the ' 
theatre;  but  it  being  fa&en  into  the  hands  c( 
monkSj  is  fuffkitnt  to  prevent  fuch  wifliet 
from  being  realized. 

i  went  next  morning  to  f he  extremity  of 
Cape  St.  Vito^  which  coinman4i  a  magnificent 
profpe£t  of  the  town  and  gulph^  and  parts  of 
the  diftant  Calabria.  A  watch-tower,  creSed 
on  account  of  the  pirates,  eo^lbutes  more  to 
the  enjoyment  of  this  noble  {bene,  than  to  tht 
purpofes  of  Its  original  deftimition.  This  traS 
of  ftony  pafture  ground  was  covered  whh 
caper-bufhes,  and  afphodelus  ramofus,  which 
abounds  upon  the  wafte  lands  of  the  province. 
I  alfo  met  with  a  calcttreoiisibrt  of  tufa,  which 
in  fome  places  was  broken  into  for  the  put«* 
pofes  of  bttikting,  and  was  full  of  all  kinds  dF 
marine  bodies ;  of  winch  fome  Were  petrified, 
and  others  in  an  ahaoft  ittialbered  ftate^  Oftra- 

cites; 
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cit?%  pc£tinites,  and  turbinites  were  by  far  the  . 
taoA  jQumerous  j  but  tl^erp  were  alfo  fome  very 
fine  yqlutites^  coralites,  ccK^Iites^  and  trochites ; 
the.  two  laft  whereof  appeared  tome  a$  unaltered 
as  if  juft  taken  out  of  the  fea.  Had  all  jthefe 
be^n  ioflil,  their  exigence  would  have  been 
cafily  explained  by  the  vicinity  of  the  fea ;  but  . 
there  was  alfo  a  great  quantity  of  compleatly 
'  petri^ed  ones  amoQgft  them;  and  a  very 
learned  gentleooiiiii  of  Taranto  affured  me^  that  > 
in  digging  a  well  upon  his  eftate,  twelve  miles 
froni  the  fea^  he  had  found  the  moft  perfe£l 
fojQil  oyfter-ihells  in  the  h^d  Umei^one  rock,  a,t 
the  depth  of  feventy-fix  palms,  A  great  many 
of  the  fame  kind  were  alfo  found  in  an  argils 
laceQushillj  in  the.Piana  di  Calabria,  which 
was  p^rfojjated  in  qrder  to  give  an  outlet  to  ^ 
lake.         .  J.  ;    ;  , 

In  the  afternoon  I  ufually  took  an  airing 
upon  the  eaftern  fhore  of  the  Mare  Piccolo,  . 
whofe  beautiful  and  mirror-like  bafon,  fixteen 
miles  and  an  half  in  circumferen(;e,  and  whofe 
updulated  b?nJ;s,;^riiv^jEfificd..with  com  fields, 

vineyards, 


ttsesiSiMcad  dM^erery^lAep^it  novel  aiid  ihteneA* 
mgifSQmey^ilh  oldcrioirnj^^  {cetitrfik 
-peffbaion,  I  ^enedi\j:'^tted'th&6BrA^g^ 
and  wandered  along  Ithe  bankst^  •  wh^e ,  tiew 
objcfta  at  every  uibmeht:  occupied  myiinipdl 
The  waves  of  this  quiet  lake  continually -roH 
upon  the  flbbre  tfie  rarities  of  naturey  or*  dfaftj 
dnd  I  here  enriched  my  coIk£lion  .of^tTiheHt 
with  the  mdft  beautiful.fpecimc^s.;::  Veiy  rare 
pitcti  of  money,  camws  and  inta^ios,  and 
jeven  articles. of  gold  ajid  fdver,  are  not  unfre^ 
^juendy  fowid  hete^v  efpfecially  between  'tht 
church  of  Santa  Lucia.aitd.  thertbwn;  the  .-gold 
and  filverfnjiths  ftreet,;^f  :the  aricient-Xaratft^t 
being  fiCippofed: to  havel  occupied  thatlppt^:  It 
is  not  only  pr6bable^  but  has  even  been  proiled 
by  experiments^  that  various  remaifis  df.jsi^ 
quity  might  be  found  by  digging,  in  thefe  en- 
virons; and  yet  there  is  no  one-  i^T^anto; 
whom  the  love  of  arts  and  fcienceis  has  hitherto 
induced  to  apply  to  government  for  a  permiC: 
iion  to  make  refearthes ;  and  to  my  enquii'iei 
r  '      '  and 


Antoed;  tbtt  the  fiiq^ifa  irwikl  lm)lfoubt&V 
iMLXt  the  iE:Iiarge6  cfftain;!  '  la  'flii8.imgUK»a> 

inmt,  is  It  km^  odfediMpnte  Tdftaceo,  confiO' 
kig-  chiefly  >©£  the  'flieUs  of  the  mnteK.  It  i« 
Cdd  dMit  the  4usletnrated  purple  d^e  of  Taratito 
9hm  fbrmerfy'  prepwoi  near  this  fpot  ^  and  it 
&  fuppoTed  iiiat  a  fmall  fquare  ciftem  Hear  it 
«ras  ufed  in  the  prepatatiofi  of  that  4M(^ii- 
t|Qdr.  The  commenttttor  upon  a  teiry  degahjt 
Ijatkt'  poem,  called  "^  Dellciae  TaiientiaaB^^\ 
tfid  Jiter  him  ^wiirtbtfrne  (who  has  made  fro* 
qbciit  tafe  of  that  book),'&aTe  very  ^it<ciimitam 
tkny  rdated  the  procefs  eniployeii  by  the  aiy 
dents  Jn  the  preparation  of  diait  pf^brated 
coknir;  Although  Pliny,  and  other  authors  of 
antiquity)  have  given  us  feveral  accounts  of  the 

^  Thomx  Nicdai  <te  Aquino  Viri  Patricii  tt  ekrifTimi 
]Mi<&cTateiitiiUB  in  libroB  qoatnor  diftribitfle,  at  CauM« 
AAtonio  Ateniiio  Carducio^  Floientino  Tarentino^ue  Fa- 
.tiicio,  Italici  Verfione  notifque  ornatas  et  nunc  prixnum 
dfoe}  KTeapdSi  1771,  4to.— with  a  j^n  of  Taitnto.  The 
laxtU  ffK^f  fmd  ^t  aotes  fiot  uaintef^ii^i  and  I  iavc 
firequentiy  mada  a{b  of  this  work* 

methods^ 


aieAods  li&d  ia  e3ctra£iting  f h»t  coftly  iiqiioi^ii  I 
Audtdaubtwbethorwi^  f re  acqusiii^dwitibtiie 
nsaI4belt£fli}or  wit&the  pix^tr  mode  of  pmpat^ 
jngitf  for  ^eiftbe:  people  bfNflpfes  tfid:Td* 
iOMto,  it  lAfaoIei  ibas  the 'nturex  ts  found  jp 
goUt  abiindmnce^  iv^dld  riet  iiii  ta  turtilii  tt> 
MLtantage.  To  put  jm^^end  ta  thk  uoce^- 
lasnty^  I  have  prevaUed  tipon  a  jotmg  jbut  ranff 
inlelfigiMit  naturalift^  who  pe6dt9  with;  Jiir 
AJChbiihop  of  Taranto,  to  make  variouis  expo- 
fiinents  with  this  fort  of  AeU-fiih>  m  well  a$ 
lo  try  the  inelhod  handed  dowo  to  us  by  the 

.  Upoa  the  £xth  of  April  I  rode  four  mSes 
ftlong  the  eaftem  (hoie  of  fhe  fea,  until  I 
reac^d  a  fyot  whofe  beauty  fo  enchanted  me 
diat  I  could  proceed  no  farther.  Anairowirat 
wry  deq[>  and  frigid  river  thew  iofo^  kf^If  m 
the  fea,  after  a  winding  couife  through  a  flat 
tnd  buihy  country.     Its  banks  were Odrt&dlxf^ 

*  IfluHipedc  ii^e  {^oiAhMlMi  in  mj  defcrlp- 
tiot  of  itm  AdUl  sriudi  I  opUfiAed  io  dut  Iciflgdom  of 
Ntpks. 

gardens^ 
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Jlgasdens,  iofVer  ii^hkb'AsUure  fbemcid  taitan 
tp^xirti  the  liopi  ofvpleiity^jfobr/dl.'kind  of 
-trees  whole  feuit  'Can  cbarmr/ourri^i^jbjri.its 
-beaat^)  (^  gratifjr^iour  .palat^iby  ita  i^atcQiii 
rgrew.jthere  a&  ih  /^vdiek.  kindml'  f<M3/%;aad 
<ffiledi  diei  air  with  tfaeliragrapcffi  <tf  theiriUo§ 
4am$ki  A  belt  of  gloomy  pinfes  farrdundbd 
ttoefe  enchanting  gardens,  wfaofe-  fablyi  ihadcsl 
ttatered  with  veneration*.  The  deeds  of  anv 
tnlent  times  rolled  before  my  imagination,  likt 
the  waves  of  the  river  before  my  eyes ;  and  its 
naltne  of  Tara  reminded  me  of  the  founder  of 
the  foft  and  pnce  potent  Taranto,  wrapped  ia 
Hiie  moft  venerable  garment  of  antiquity.  With 
flie  riches  of  the-  furrounding  country  befo« 
my^eyes,  I  reprefented  to  myfclf  the  happy 
tinkes  of  that  ancient  city,  when,  to  the  enjoys 
ment  of  freedom,  it  united  an  almoft  unlimited 

•  We  might  here  refer  to  what  HotiU  fays  in  his  i6tfi 
l^le.^-4)ook  the  firft : 

V*  8 quid>  fi  rubicunda  benigne 

Coma  vepret  et  pnina  ferant  ?  fi  ^erctis  et  ilex* 
.  Midta  fruge  pecns,.  molta  dominum  jdvet  ttmbra  f 
Dicas  addu^tam  proprios  frondeie  Tarentuou 

r  •  ;  :  .  degree 
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dfegree  of^  jpower,  immenfe  opulence,  and  the^ 
fumrnit  of  perfeftion  in  the  arts  and  fciences. 
The  bufliy  ifland,  furrounded  by  the  murmur- 
ing ftreani,  filled  me  with  fenfations  of  melan- 
choly pleafure.  It  was  here  that  the  amiable 
Oftavia  accomplifhed  more  in  one  day,  than 
did  her  fortunate  brother  in  many  years  of 
power  and  fuccefs ;  and  here  it  was  that  the 
tender  prayers  of  a  wife,  and  the  affeftirig  tears 
of  a  beloved  lifter,  induced  Antony,  the  urn 
worthieft  and  mbft  diflblute  of  men,  to  be  re-i 
conciled  to  the  timid,  cunning,  and  ambitious 
Oftavius ;  thus  giving  peace  unto  the  World, 
and  faviilg  millions  from  deftruftion*.  But 
the  happy  days  of  Taranto  were  already "pafled 
away,  and  thofeElyfian  regions  already  bore 
the  ftamp  of  flaVery.  This  thoujgiit  put  a  ftopi 
to  my  foft  and  melancholy  refle£):ion8,  aiiii  I 
now  indignantly  remarked,  that  not  a  Tm^le 
villa  decorated  and  enlivenend  this  delightful 
fpot.    How  is  It  poffiWe  that  in  one  of  the 

*  Bat  fee  Smnbome — ^VoL  2»-*ifvfao  plioes  this  intervievir 
upon  the  Bafiento*    A» 

H  happieft 
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happiefl  o£  climates^  where  na^ture  has  fo  par 
tially  fquandered  the  tteafuces  of  .^eauty  an4 
of  plenty,  men  fliould  beibtrold  apd  infeBfible- 
as  to  prefer  bemg  cpopied  uj>  w  a  filthy  and: 
iinwholefome  city,  ^othe  enjpynvent  of  the  fa- 
VAboou3  air  of  this  terreftriaj  paradife!  Wer^ 
the  bleffings  of  fuch  a  clinpiate|  beftoiHrcd  i;ipoii 
tjift  pifhirefque  diffari£ls  of  Swifczer^ap/i  (which 
are  however  far  f^rpaffed  byjthe  environs  of 
the  Mare  Piccolo)^  what  would  induce  us  to 
quit  our  rural. hal^itatiou^^  It^ajis^sj— I  com7 
paffionate  ye ;  ye  are  th^  (pmh^i^  ungrateful^ 
and  degenerate  favourite^s  of  natures  we  arc 
her  negleCfced,  yet  faithful  and  aflPeflionate  ftjep- 
chjldr^n. 

The  faltpita, are.  fituated  three; -miles  nprth- 
(saft  of  the  town^  and  confifts  of  two  lakes, 
which  h^v^  no  vifibl^  pommunication  with  the 
f(p»^  although  in  ftormy  ,wea.ther  that  is  not 
wholly  impoffible.  In  wintetr  they  fill  fo  a- 
bundantly  with  water^^  tj?;i,at  the  furface  of  the 
fmalleft  covers  980  moggie  of  land,  and  the 
largeft  is  increafed  to  nearly  the  circumference 

of 
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of  eight  mUes,  covering  2771:  moggie.  Iii 
fummer  the  largeft  lake  is  wholly  dried  up, 
but  leaves  upon-  the  ground '  a  confidelfable 
layer  of  fine  white  fait,  the  property  of  the 
King,  which  is  thrown  together  in  large  heaps, 
and  afterwards  difpofed  of.  The  crown  an* 
ntially  fells  more  than  10,000  tbmoli  of  this 
fait;  and  it  is  calculated  that  at  ledfl  as  much 
is  fecretly  carried  off  by  the  neightburing  pea- 
fantiy.  I  dbierved  that  foda  grew  upon  the 
banks  of  thefe. pits,  in  great  abundance.  As 
not  only  no  traveller,  but  even  no  inhabitant 
of  Taranto  has  vifited  the  iflands  fituated  at 
the  entrance  of  the  outer  harbour,  I  prevailed 
upon  the  captain  of  the  port  to  let  me  make 
an  excurfion  thither,  in  his  yacht,  upon  the 
feventh  of  April.  They  are  fituated  about 
thifee  miles,  in  a  direft  line,  from  the  town, 
and  in  the  time  of  Thucydides  were  called  the 
Charades;  but  a  poet  in  the  niiddle  ages 
termed  them  Eleftrides,  and  the  largeft  now 
bears  the  name  of  Santa  Pelafgia,  and  the 
other  that  of  Sant'  Andrea.  Although  they 
.  H  2  are 
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are  diftmftly  feen  from' every  window  in  tfi« 
city  of  Taranto,  and  from  every  part  of  the 
harbour,  yet  are  they  thuis  mentioned  by  the 
over-learned  Neapolitan  Mazzochi ;  "  Cluve- 
rijus  Choerades  hafce  TarentinO  Portici  ob* 
JeSas  fuiffe  dicit ;  fane  fi  e.  regione  Tarenti 
r^vera  Infulag  ull«  exftent*"  Even  the  native 
of  Taranto,  who  wrote  the  notes  upon  the 
"  Deliciae  Tarentinae,"  fays,  that  the  largeft  of 
thefe  iflands  is  fix  miles,  and  the  lead  three 
miles  in  diameter  5  when,  in  truth,  the  firft  is 
barely  four  miles,  and  the-  other  about  two 
miles  tti  circumference;  The  ftranger,  who 
vifits  this  country,  is  vexed  to  find  that  the  ac- 
counts of  the  native  authors  cannot  be  relied 
upon,  and  that  other  travellers,  not  giving 
themfelves  the  trouble  to  examine,  have  fer- 
vilely  copied  them,  and  thus  deceived  the 
world  by  a  repetition  of  falfe  accounts.  Thefe 
iflands  by  no  means  anfwered  the  expeftation 
I  had  formed  of  finding  fomething  new  and  wor- 
thy of  obfervation.  The  antiquities,  which  the 
appearance  of  fome  ruined  edifices,  had  led  me 

to 
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to  expefl,  were  reduced  to  fome  fubterraneous 
pailages,  and  the  remains  of  a  fpacious  build* 
ing,  faid  to  have  been  a  convent  of  Bafiliin 
monks.  Both  the  iflands  are  flat,  uncultivated^ 
and  entirely  overgrown  with  brufti-wood.  The 
Chapter  of  Taranto,  to  which  they  belong, 
once  caufed  a  part  of  them  to  be  fown  with 
com  and  foda,  which  fucceeded  extremely 
well ;  but  government  objefting  to  the  fettle- 
ment  of  fuch  families  as  were  neceffary  for  the 
cultivation  of  the  iflands,  under  pretence  of 
th^ir  becoming  a  neft  of  fmugglers,  the  defign 
of  improving  them  was  relinquifhed. 

I  wandered  about  the  largeft  ifland  with  my 
companion.  Dr.  Pafquale  Manni,  a  young  man, 
who,  difregarding  the  contempt  in  which  na- 
tural hiftory  is  held  in  his  native  country,  ap- 
plies to  the  ftudy  of  that  fcience  with  the 
greateft  induftry  and  fuccefs.  The  follow- 
ing were  his  botanical  remarks  upon  thefe 
iflands: 

Rumex  acutus.    This  plant  is  employed  by 

the  people  in  curing  the  itch,  by  bruifing  it, 

H  3  or 
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or  otherwi(€  extra£ling  the  juice,  which  they 
spply  to  the  p?irt  ajSe^led.  Plumbago  Cey* 
Jonica^  St^chys  arveufi?;  Jitho  $lperinuni  ar- 
venfe;  -PLoftaiarinwsQffici^lesj  Lycopfi^  arvenfi^; 
Thapfiagarg^nic^;  Clenpiipati$  flammu^a;  Nar-r 
ciffus  odofu§ ;  Trifplium  tomentofum  5  Jlubi^ 
tinfilorum;  Hypericum  perforatui^  5  Piftiapi^ 
l^ntifcus ;  ^nd  Dirca,  which  does  not  (^eiq 
to  be  the  paluftris,  but  is  ufed  by  the  common 
pjsople  for  the  purpofe  of  extraSing  a  yellow 
dye  from  it.  Ciftus  helianthemum  5  Scorpiu-f 
rus  fubrillofa;  Arethus  bulbofa;  IfatU  Ar-r 
mena  s  Eryum  Ervilia,  and  Crithmum  mj^riti-^ 
mum.  tlyacinthus  comofus ;  whofe  ropt,  well 
boiled,  is  in  much  eftim^tion,  and  is  eaten  £^9 
falad,  elpecially  in  this  p^-ovince.  Salicoriu^ 
JfUficofa;  the  fmall  Frirau$  filveftri^  5  Afpho- 
delus  ramofus ;  Orchis  flexuofa ;  Ariftplochis^ 
Qblonga ;  Symphitum  officinale ;  Thymus,  vul- 
garis, Sorgus,  LeontodoQj^  and  ^ron^us;^  but 
he  could  not  determine  the  genera  of  the  three 
laftf  without  farther  examination. 

In  the  mean  while  I  hunted  fpy  infefts^  or 

looked 


looked  for'  ffi^lh  tip^ii  the  fhore.  Of  fhe 
fbntter  I  fotind  6tiYf  thefe  fev^.  Sfcai^atb^usf* 
ft5€titus;  Sfcatabisus  hirtdlus ;  SlpM  atr«a, 
attd  the  foRo^tig  SSlpha,  which  I  could  Aolf 
find  either  in  Limi^us  or  Scopoli,  fhe  orily 
entomolbgical  books  to  be  met  with  at  Ti^ 
ranto.  Siipha*  tbta  a*ra,  optoa,  futura,  nitente 
Hne^'  unica  elevatiufcul^j  fubtuS  nitidiflime', 
Ifeorace  fiibdentafe;  diitennis  extirettiitiatibirf 
fiifcis ;  if  ntot  otherwife  defcribed,  it  might  btf 
esUlfed^Sifjiha  Ghoeradica* 

Ghi^fdinel^  fpeciofa;  Cimex  Hyofciami; 
Fapiiio  Algfra;  Papilio  rubi;  Phalgena  gco^ 
metfa  undulata ;  Phala^na  gebmetra  tbt^'teHa-^ 
cea;  Phalsena*  Tinea  Coloneila;  Empisr  pen- 
nipes,  and  Tipula  rivofa. 

Rabbits  are  the  only  four-footed  inhabitants 
rf  the  ifland,  and  were  in  great  ptenty,  imtil 
fome  idle  perfon  lateljT  thought  proper  to  inr- 
port  a  fox,  which  fpeediljr  niade  great  ravages 
aitiongff  them.  I  faw  lizards  running  about 
in  great  abundante;  but  they  were  chiefly  of 
thecomWoii  green  fort,  Lacerta  agilisLinnaei. 
H  4  Upon 
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Upon  the  fouth-eaft  coaft  of  the  ifland  I  dif- 
covered  it  to  be  an  entire  rock  of  calcareous 
tufa,  abounding,  as  at  Cape  St;  Vito,  with  fof- 
fil  trochites ;  and,  from  the  extraordinary  quan- 
tity of  thofe  ihells,  I  figured  to  myfelf  the  origin 
either  of  the  tufa  itfelf,  or  of  the  moft  perfeft 
lumachella.  Upon  our  return  to  Taranto  the 
failors  pointed  out  a  place  in  the  fea^  where, 
in  fmooth  water,  the  ruins  of  ancient  buildings 
are  ftill  difcemibie.  The  rocks  and  fhoals  be«^ 
tween  the  iflands  and  Cape  St.  Golichio  almoft 
incline  me  to  believe  that  they  were  once  con- 
Qe£ted  with  the  main  }and,  and  confequently 
that  the  harbour  of  Taranto  then  deferved  the 
title  of  Excellent,  better,  th^n  it  does  at  pre- 
ftnt. 

Is  it  not  vexatious  that  a  town  fo  nobly 
fituated  as  Taranto,  and  enjoying  fuch  an  ad- 
mirable climate,  ftiould  ftill  be  nothing  lefs 
than  healthy  ?  The  air  is  not  only  very  moift, 
and  really  dangerous  in  the  evening,  but  feve- 
ral  confiderable  marfhes  nearly  circumvent  the 
town.    From  one  of  them,  fituated  two  rnile^ 

to 


|5  the  nortfa-^aft  of  Tiurantp,  and  contakiiiig 
<oo  moggie^  a  drain  was  formerly  made  to  the 
lea^  which  is  only  a  mile  and  an  half  4iflant ; 
but  through  the  negligence  of  the  modern  in^ 
liabiCants^  it  is  now  choaked  up,  and  rendered 
Hvfaolly  unferviceable.  Another  morafs  i^  ocea- 
(ioned  by  the  river  Tara,  whofe  difcharge  into 
the  fea  is  fo  choaked  up  with  rufhes,  reeds, 
and  other,  materialise  that  when  the  waters  are 
fwoln,  they  overflow  an  interior  traft  of  mo»T^ 
than  1500  moggie,  and  convert  the  raoftfer* 
tile  land  into  a  deadly  marfh.  Not  iar  difiant 
from  it  is  a  third  fwamp,  covering  about  15a 
V^oggie-y  and,  finally,  th/e  faltpits^  when  diy, 
fcnd  forth  the  moft  peftiferous  exhalations, 
,  To  this  is  to  be  added  the  filthy  ftate  of  the 
town  itfelf^  and  efpecially  of  the  Marina^  which 
certainly,  in  fuch  a  warm  climate,  has  no  lefs 
influence  upon  the  air  than  the  marflies  them* 
(elves.  A;  patriotic  gentleman  of  Taranto, 
fome  years  fince,  laid  the  fl:ate  of  thefe  marfhes 
before  the  government,  and  propofed  that  the 
proprietprs  rf  thofe  trafts  fliould  be  conftrained 

either 
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^ther  to  op6n  the  ehoaked  tip  d^ain^  aifS 
cleanfe  the  Tam^  or  give  up  allcliaimto  tltat 
part  of  their  property ;  atnd  in  th*  fettet  cafe 
he  engaged  to  render  all  the  fwato|)4  fbiitid^ 
aiod  fit  for  the  purpofes  of  htifbattdry,  at  hh 
own' expence,  provided  they  were  fecured  to 
khn  and  bis  heirs.  The  court  gave-  orders  to 
the  board  of  regency  at  Lecce  to  examine  the 
^SfAty  and  an  engineer  was  fent  to  (unrey 
tine  prtfniies.  He  found  the  propofai  excel- 
Icirt,  and  very  eafy  of  execution,  but  de- 
manded 2W)  ducats — {£  37.  tos.) — for  his  trou* 
ble  ia  placing  it  in^  the  eleareft  and  mofl  ad* 
Tantageous  Hght;  when>  notwithilanding  hin 
Import  was  as  favourable  as  pofiible,  it  was 
very  coldly  received,  and  laid  on^  one  fide;  fo 
Aat  the  moraffes  continue  as  before; 

An  account  of  the  diftribution  of  land  inr 
one  of  the  moft  remarkable  and  fertlileparts  of 
the  kingdom  of  Naples,  catmot,.  P  think,  be 
unacceptable  to  the  readfer,  efpcciaBy  as  F  can', 
vouch  for  the  exactitude  -of  the  fbllowmg  tablesr. 
The  whrie  landed  property  of  Taranto  confifti^ 

in 
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in  54>449  tomolate  ^  ia  which  are  comprifed 
y$ij  tomolate  ceded  to  the  towa  of  Martinaj^ 
upon  payment  of  a  yearly  rent.  Each  tcxmo* 
hit/^  contains  2000  fquare  paces^orratkei*  monft 
tbqn  two  moggie. 


J  Vine- 
yards. 


Laity    -    -     - 
Convents    -    • 
Pious  foundations 
Regular  clergy 


Olive 

grounds. 


T. 

1659 
108 


1767 


T. 

4776 
1916 

432 


7^37. 


Arable. 


<^-^p--ldr 


T. 

15,814 
2786 

4P 
in 


f8,75J 


T. 

9585 
1241 

1220 


i2„Q46  ;i84 


236 
38 

10 


Making    -    -    39,985  tomolate. 
Ceded  to  the  town  of  Martina^   7*5  i  7 
Pafture  ground^  common  to-i        ^ 

the  citizens     -      -      -     J      •' 
Mpraffes    -    ft    -     n     -    -    3^,947        -  - 


Total'  54,449 


Hi»>l  Jl     ^ 


Of  thde  54,449^  tomolate,  3^>457  are  capa* 
ble  of  being  n^ade  psodu£tive.  But  undpr  the 
article  of  arable  land,  h  to  be  underftood  not 
QnJy  fu<^bL  ^  produces  ccan,  but  al£6>  cotton^ 

hemp. 
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hemp,  flax,  ai^d  every  other  kind  of  grain;  and 
pnder  the  head  of  coppice,  here  called  machia, 
rocky  and  buOiy  pafture  ground  is  alfo  com* 
prehended.  It  is  therefore  feen  that  th^  greateft 
part  of  the  land  is  in  a  ftate  of  tillage ;  but  is 
it  not  fcandalous  and  provoking  that  it  ihould 
be  chiefly  cultivated  by  ftrangers,  ^nd  not  by  the 
Tarentines  themfelves?  The  latter  gives  them* 
felves  up  in  a  great  meafure  to  the  filhery; 
and  in  the  x  8,000  inhabitants  of  the  town,  a 
great  number  of  idle  perfons  muft  be  included; 
there  being  no  lefs  than  fourteen  convents,  and 
a  whole  army  of  ecclefiaftics.  The  want  of 
workmen  at  home  greatly  diminiihes  the  pro^ 
flts  arifing  from  this  luxuriant  foil,  the  wages 
of  foreign  labourers  being  extremely  high.  The 
vineyards  and  olive-grounds,  which  are  the 
chief  objects  of  cultivation  around  T^ranto, 
occupy  the  whole  plain  between  the  fea  and 
the  hills  of  Martina ;  but  of  thofe  articles  I 
(hall  fpeak  elfewhere  at  full  length.  The  third 
main  obje£l  is  corn,  under  which  it  is  to  be  ob- 
fcrvcd,  that  upon,  an  average,  600,000  tomoli 

of 


of  wheat  are  annually  produced ;  but  oats  and 
barley  are  much  lef$  attended  to.    The  fourth 
article  18  cotton,  which  fucceeds  fo  well,  an^ct 
is  (6  profitable,  that  in  any  other  country  if 
would  conftitute  the  grand  obje£l  of  attentiot^ 
It  is  indeed  cultivated  throughout  the  province,^ 
and  efpecially  at  Nardo,  Galatona,  San  Pietro; 
in  Galatina,  Francavilla,  Lazitoo,  and  Brindifi ; 
but  its  real  country  feems  to  be  the  neighbour-* 
hood  of  Taraiito  i  for  as  that  plant  requires  a 
light  jgreafy  foil,  that  is  fomewhat  fwampy, 
and  retains  the  wet,  none  can  be  better  fuited 
to  it  than  this.    If  a  field,  intended  to  be  fowh 
with  cotton,  has  borne  com  the  preceding  year, 
it  muft  be  ploughed  up,  or  dug  with  the  fpade,' 
immediately  after  harveft;  which  laft  is  fre- 
quently praftifed,  the  cotton  fields  being  re- 
commended to  be  treated  like  garden  ground. 
But  when  it  has  borne  cotton,  the  ground  muft 
be  repeatedly  dug,  until  no  traces  of  that  plant 
are  to  be  difcovered.  In  both  cafes  the  ground 
is  frequently  worked  during  the  winter ;  and 
immediately  before  the  time  of  fowing,  it  is 

dug 
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<lu^  two  palfais'deep>  and  well  manured.  Hie 
feed-timd  Ms  dbicmt  the  end  of  March>  in  dff, 
5>lftf?e8i  and  feafons;  but'ihweti  in  the  begin* 
ii|ng.and  middle, of  April ;  and  they  alw&iys  in- 
deaww  to.fov^dfrefiUy  after  rain.  Bni  as  the 
cotton  feedsf  fti<^  together,  they  are  firff  fpread 
iipon  a  ftone  floor,  and  after  beiilj  fprinlded 
wiA  water,  are  rlibbfed  lipon  the  floor,  liAtil 
they  feparate. :  ftdm  each  other*  When  the 
feed  if  feparat^i  it  is  well;  mixed  up  with* 
earth,  and  widely  fowh ;  aifteit  which  it  is  dug^ 
ki,  and  the  ground  i$  raked  ovef  as-  even  ait 
ppffiblc.  IBach  tomolata  of  grouild  requires 
two  tomoli  of  feed*  As  foon  ias  the  plants  are 
four  fingers  high,  they  are  thinned,  fo  as  td 
leave  a  fpace  of  eight  inches  between  each; 
after  which  theground  is  hOed',,  and  every  weed 
carefully  eradicated  j  and  thefe  operations  are 
repeated,  if  neceflary,  at  the  end  of  twenty* 
days.  When  the  plants  are  eight  or  nine 
inches  high,  two  inches  are  broken  off  from 
the  tops,  that  they  may  produce  more  blof- 
fom^  and  run  lefs  into  ftalks  and  leaves.  This 

plant 
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plant  hegiiis  to  Woffofp.ift  Jijly,  ^  ufu^Ily  coii'^ 
tiflues  fo  i;ifUtU  the^^ndof-Auguft ;  during  which 
period  nPthiD^  cap  bp  ^pore  beautiful  than  tlie 
s^ppearance  of  the  field  5  for  the  greenifti-blue 
b}pjE[pin$>,  intermixed  with  a  light  yellow,  in- 
f  l^nji^  to  a  reddifli  hue,  glitter  in  the  fun  with 
9II  ib^  colours  of  the  rainbow  t.  After  the 
bloffoips,  appears  the  capf^la,  pr  pod,  of  a 
round  fprm,  ending  in  a  point,  and  having 
gdWiralljr  four  cqlls,  and  fometimes  more, 
dioifgh.  not  often,  and  fometimes  fewer.  la 
thefe  cells,  ape  the  feeds,  whkh  are  moftly 
triangular^  although  not  always  of  the  faipc 
fpfqa,  nor  found  in  the  lame  qua-ntity  j  but  at 
<Ha6  en4  they  are  rounds  and  at  the  other 
pointed,  Each  of  <hefe  feeds  is  enveloped  in 
^  Ipn  J,  white,  de^qate  fort,  qf  wool,  in,  which 
confifts  th^  real  v^^^e  of  the  pl^nt.  By,.der 
grees  th^  oa^pfulae,^  which  afe  h^e  called;  Noci, 
increafe  ii*  fize,,  until  1:owards  the  end  of  Sep- 
tember, when  they  begin  to  burft,  and  difclofe 

*'Gbfl7ptum  herbaceam,  of  the  Linn»an  dais*    Mmia- 
4dpiua» 

the 
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The  cotton  feeds  are  pliccA  between  tiie 
cylinders,  by  wbofe  oppbfite  ihovements  ihtf 
tottoA  is  taken  hold  of,  and  forcibly  drawii 
through ;  whilft  the  feeds  bein|^  too  la^  to 
pais,  fall  over  the  lower  cylinder  to  the  ground! 
F.  is  a  crofi  piec6  of  wood>  which  by  means  of 
the  two  wedges  G.C  can  be  raifed  ot  low- 
<ered  at  pleafure^  and  as  the  loWer  cylinder 
refts  uipon  it,  the  fpace  between  each  cylinder 
can  be  narrowed  or  widenibd  according  to  the 
Aate  of  the  cotton.  H.H.  it  a  cord  ftretbhed 
acrofs  from  one  poft  to  the  other,  in  order  t6 
jprevent  the  cdttbn  from  falling  oVer  Itj  and  In 
I.  a  piece  of  wdod  is  infert^  for  kiieping  the 
machine  fteady.  A$  foon  as  the  tetton  is 
\vound  off,  it  is  forted  out  s  that  which  is  dei^ 
tmed  for  fine  works  being  feparated  from  tbat 
of  an  inferior  quality.  The  former  is  theii 
drawn  through  an  iron  or  brafs-toodied  comb; 
a  procefs  that  is  here  called  Pettinare,  or  Car« 
dare,  and  anfwers  to  our  operation  of  carding. 
It  is  afterwards  beaten  with  a  catgut  bow,  and 
divided  into  finall  parcels.  The  coarfer  fort 
I  likewife 


11^  TIULVELS  to  KAFLftS« 

likrwife  undergoes  the  operation  of  beattt^« 
Both  kinds  are  then  either  fpun  by  hand,  or 
with  a  wheel;  but  thq  fineft^  whidi  is  deftined 
^r  fipckiogs  and  muflins>  is  fpun  by  hand,  and 
oannot  be .  exceeded  in  fineneis.  Peribns  of 
condition  at  Taranto  frequently  occupy  them- 
iipIyesiA  making  the  fiockings^  which  are  in« 
4oe4  of  an  extraordinary  degree  of  beauty  s  and 
coiUb  when  of  the  firft  quality,  not  lefs  than 
fix  ducats«'-(^i.  2S.  6  J*) — a  pair,  upon  the  fpot. 
No  lefs  celebrated  are  the  muflins  of  all  kinds^ 
both  {dain,  flowered,  and  coloured,  for  neck 
^landkerdiiefs  and  whole  dreflfes,  which  are 
snanufii£hired  at  Gallipoli.  The  inferior  fort 
of  cotton  is  generally  fpun  with  a  wheel ;  and 
corerlets  of  all  colours,  and  of  fingular  beauty 
and  goodnefs,  are  made  of  it  at  Nardo  and 
Galatona«  They  alfo  manufa£ture  at  Taranto, 
Franca  Villa,  and  other  places,  a  fort  of  Man- 
chefter,  which  is  not  indeed  fo  fine,  but  more 
durable  dian  the  Englifh;  togetherwith  a  kind 
of  cloth  called  Pelle  di  Diavolo,  and  various 
other  articles  that  fucceed  tolerably  well.    No 

plant 


pfant  10  mcnre  |>rofitable  than,  tke:  cdttcok^  mak 
if  ar^ph^er  degree  of  attt^ntioa;  imb  '^&li.to  it* 
10  tbk  o<ytiiitrf^  iao^  millioiis  daightJb&xkSifelft; 
bf.diaEt  n^icleilo^d.    Eveli  wKenr  die  fanttflTj 
iails,  vMth  kmktmkB  ;  happens  n^isff  'hm§i 
dtoii^U^  and  i»  {bm^imeft  occafioBed  b^  » 
vsr5r  dcillrafikhre  fpecks^  of  %>^^liid»  coiiU  nat^. 
be  precifety  afcevtafaied  to  me;  tlie  pwitt.4Dfi 
tfie  fucceediii|g^  coin  hary^ft  aife  ^£b  greaTy  out 
aecbiBit  bf  the  carefbl  tillage  of  the  ground*  a§^ 
fil&re  than  to  repair  the  lo&  i  bvN;  m  hiooe(kfis| 
yeart^  each  tomolata  prodaces  fhBta>  eij^t  tctr- 
teoy  and  even  twdve'  cantara*  of;  cottoo.    Ill* 
phiiliitut  ieirfc^a  the  caataro  of  cottoft  feei^ 
covered  wifk  tfae'cotlfohr,  fistdie8'from:feTdn  td : 
eight  ducats-^(^i,  6j.  3 J,  to  3^1.  loj.j— api^ 
five  fiK:b  cantafa  pr94fi9e  one  of  cot^opjii^hich 
ii^fiJM  ft«toferfy  toeig^  f  di. 

t9^itFS»)— ^c^ording  to  the  goodneis  or  l>ad- 
mis  of  ^  jear.    Mudi  unwrougbt  cottoaT  is 

'.  .   •    .  ■'.  :   .  .*■...  i  >.  !j   -r-     .     I  •  .  ... 
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€kforted;:1nit.I  vn$  not  able  to  procure  aii 
ac€Otittl«f  tlirquintitf.  ;.A  tomoUtarof  land#; 
trfuaUy  eii^>loyed  in  tbexultriratiott-of  ooiton^ 
fetches:  looo  ducats-*-^  187..  ioj.)-»-^mdiain<M 
iMHiUybfi^^m  about  aiilnmdred--(^i8. 15^.)* 
•ipwhcreat  a  tomolataof  olive  grouni),  which 
^sneAdljr  cenfains  about  forty  tre^^  with  com 
ibwn  amoni^ft  them^  isf  not  worth  iM>r0  than 
loo^or a5oducats--'(iC37*  los*  or;f  46.  lys.  6d^ 
«-Hnor  doet  it  annually  produce  >raore  than  fif*r 
teah  ducats^^  2. 16^.  $d.)4  The  average  price 
of  ,a  loouriata  of  vineyard  is  200  ducatSfl-» 
{JC^J.  iwJ^hnt  its  net  income  is  ndt  more 
thaxt  ten— (^i.  171.  6d.).  The  ground  under 
the  olife^trees  is  fown  with  wheat  during  two 

*  The  tine  cottoin-tree»  Goflypium  aiboreomi  gfows  aUb 
afonnd  TaMto^  and  uftiaUy  attains  At  fiase  of  the  Pmmis 
Armemaca  Xumaet.  It  has  jtUow  bloflbms  and  bears  macb 
lafger  pods  than  the  cotton-plant.  Its  pods  are  likewife  fur-^ 
atflied  with  doabk  the  qi^atntity  of  cotton  t  bot'  it  is  (b 
coarfi^  that  the  cantaro  fetches  twelve  .ducats  le&  than  the 
otheh  It  is  ufual  to  mix  one  third  of  this  coarfe  fort  with 
two  thifdi  of  tfaefoe>  and  diipofe  of  it  as  being  of  the  fineft 
««iUt]^ 

fucccflive 
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inceeCBm  years»  and  \th  hXkm  all  .tMt  tbtfd 
yeir ;  nor  is  <  it  ploughed  up  and  refovtfn  tlitii| 
whssA  until  the  following  September. 
'  iS3ieep9  aoid  particularly  thofe  of  th^  blafil: 
kin4>  are  fed  in  great  number$  upon  thl^ 
paftures  around  Taranto;  amongft  which  the 
ftony  hills  towards  the  nordi  ta'e  the  prqpereft 
for  that  purpofe.  More  attention  is  paid  to 
the  milk  and  cheefe  than  to  the  woolj  whidi 
as  exported  raw»  almoft  every  otie  being  clothed 
an  cottcm;  Thexapucliins,  however,  have  two 
iiiHing^tmiHs^  whioife  they  prepare  die  wooQea 
doadis  for  their  frdckiB. 

Several  well  flavoured  difhea'  tnre  prtepared 
«t  TarantOi^th&eih  milk;  but i  the  falted 
ijieefes  are  intolerable.  Hemp: land  flax  are 
l>ut. little  cultivated  here;  lafiron  g^ows  wild 
in  ihe  bulhy  pafture  grounds,  called  Maclnet 
9nd  is  gathered  in  the  fummer ;  and  the  ftqpy 
pafturek, /called  Scirra,>  Afford  abundance^  of 
caper-ffirubs,  from  which  hovMver  very  lititle 
benefit  is  derived.  The  cultivation  of  fflk  & 
fo  lentirely  ncgleSed  in  this  propitious  climates 
Ij  that. 


tfS  TEAYBJLS  TO  VAWJiSMi 

Aat  alihgle  ranSbeanjMet  u  ntdj  to  be  met 
wiHi ;  botJtt  bees  lequke  very  litde  care,  that 
branch  of  rural  cecooomy  is  fiill  hcAd  fo  efteeca; 
TMfe  Isiduftrious  little  ankitals  cMtBt  from 
ftrf  aMis»ltie  httb%  and  ftrubs,  with  vMck  ihii 
ccitiitPf  iaA)6iBid8,  m  qoantt^  of  boney^  excek 
hoHt  fusyiomi  defcription^  aad  wliich  Horace 
«Ath  joftice  pbccs  iiy  tiie  fide  of  tfaat  of  Hy« 
ftiethis^ 

■'  Afr  idq^^Auit  is  here  4)f  an  extraordinary  de« 
gvefe  sf  beanty  and  exoeifence^  the  Tarentinea 
ni:ibne9fiiat  attentive  to  the  nsanagement  <£ 
the  trees^  of  which  theibliowing  are  comnuM 
lb  nii  lliip  gardem  aroond  :die  town; 
:.  Wigs^  '■  (Hiefe  trees  attain  a  height  almoft  i» 
eiadSilt  to^liie  northern  naddns.  There  is  an 
innttBienble  variety  of  figs;  but  the  eariiet 
aiie'thMxieft  efieemedf;  whereas^  with  us^  the 

-a.  Ubi  lion  Hyinetto  meQa  ^tecdlant. 

r;  HoEAT.  fib,  iL  OdL  ri«  V.  14* 

: ' f  go^  |m>pni.cpdm  faodng  ct  pfgcocc^  hifeip,  alb^ 
ac  a%nif,  cam  mefle  Tindcmiaqiie  ii|atuiefoentei»  Taienti 
tialiim  pnDdtdott  nidbmtary  qnas  vocant  omai* 

'  i.>  JPtiiuHift.JKst»J.»^  c.fS,c 

Oftober 


C^aober  fig  Is:  |i«»tfy  pf«ireii«i^  tf>  ||)9t  ie^vliff 
fort  The  propagation.  <^  the  figrtrMiW  poiv 
fimntfd  ior  tbe  noB^ ;  of;  Ma]r«  by  .<;«1j^ng>>> 
wUdtarelpkoitedllktf  HMmI^  ]^Mcw  4m4,:««l^ 
fionalfy  watwed ;  aadithiaJt  dedntd thAbi^ 
DQietiiQid  of  propagating  tiitem.: . 

<>rai^»  awi  Jjtmout.  Dlutfe  I  tree^^;  lihe  oit 
aament  of  noft  Iti^iui  gardtei,  ara  oot  vcfjT 
nbmerttus  liefe;'fbv  the  Tard^iaei  fiqr  ;thaf 
t!i^  cuteot  li^port  Ihe  fita  air,  ancLllhcrdfeve 
plutt^ton  onljr  btfdcbibinrtioAs  ai  «i!^;0iila 
tired  from  hi  I  do  sot  hewmr  ntaemfafte 
to  have  htald. this  cb&r^wi  in  othecplstieil 
ikuated  upon  the  jfea.;  and  if  it  rbe  1meir<iijill 
fngolartbat  Ar|r0iottki  ta^wA  klim^^J9»^ 
findh  wirter  hkes,  at  nM7be>tfBCii  i)p<yn;%4(P^ 
of  Como  a«d  Gaeda,  and  .the  JUfP;  MA£SgiiQ% 
Thefe-  tmet  are  here  ptapi^gUe^hfjlafVH.  ^ 
t«dg  being  ftadi  m  a  pot  j^;  oC  Mrtl),>ii<k 
autumn,  and  fevered  ftom  l^.p^ent,  bran^ 
la  Maj,  whn  it  has  taken  iqqI>  md  if.  timt 
tranfpUnlML  Art  rrcijiriti.thi^-ir^ini  fAinai\^. 
1 4  thefe 


ltd  TftAtXi.9  96  WJi¥%%%. 

Aqr  trrife  at  periibSiott;' ^ 
t  JHbtif.  One  €^  diefe  trees»  m  the  'Ardw. 
InBiop^trgatdm,^  Qis^eftically  rifes  before  my 
window  to  the  height. of :more  than  forty. feet^ 
It8  magbificent  crown  is  on  ^  fides  elq;antl7 
]ie&dieDt;  and  figuring  to  snylii^:^  fpreft  of 
$ich  trees,  I  find  it  iirorthy  of  refirefiung  with 
da  ihade  the  inhabitants  of  heavetl.  Few  of 
tiiefe  trees  are  to  beioui^  in<this  country ;  and 
i£hbii|^  they  bring  ibrfh^frmtj,  it  isi  never  fa 
ripe  aa^lbat  which  is  ixnpoifted  frotUiAJ^i^ .  JIf 
it  be  true  that  theAfricans.buryf  the.  dates  ;ki 
Ae  warm  fiuid>  in  order  to  give  them  a  perfe£l: 
degree  of  maturity,  the'  negle^  of  that  ufage  it 
ptobabty thereafon' why  they  do  not  h^^  arr 
ijpe  al  tibe  requifite  ftate  of  perfe£lion. 

It  win  eafily  be  imagined  that  peaches,  apri* 
cotSy  andjpomegranates,  almonds,  ipedlars,  ca- 
robs,  the  red  and  yellow  azerole  (cratsegus), 
and  all  other  ibits  of  fruit  common  to  us,  are 
to  be  met  with  here  in  great  abundance. 

But 
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But  in  fpite  of  all  the  favours  with  which 
nature  has  boimtifuliy  baded  this  country,  the 
trade  of  Taranto  extremely  inconfiderable,  not«> 
withfianding  its  hacbour  ought  to  place  it  upoa 
an  equality  widi  any  comihemal  town  in  Italy; 
Except  com  (of  which  there  is  a  magazine  foe 
l5Q5Qoq  tomoli),  the  prcJduft  of  the  filhety,  o\k 
(every  faUpa  of  v/kkh  pays  2^:  duty  of  threet 
ducats^ii/.  2i/.);-rVppi|^^tei!lQg  the  towpii 
and  cotton,  none  pf  ^Rhifj^.^arf^  aj^^prpdufUye^ 
as  they  m%ht  b9;:,jthe  ptb^  articles  are  not; 
yffoiih  >enDmeriiting.  I  muft  not  omit  mention-; 
hg,  aa  an.jc^e/^  of;fui;^  <economy,  a  planl^ 
^lat  19  piuch  employed  here  by  the  comnun^ 
people, .  b)it  is,  I  belieye,  n>ade  no  ufe  of  in^ 
9ther  cpuptries ;  I  mean  the  fmallred  poppy,} 
F9pwe  rhoNLS  JL^iniiaei,  which  is  fo  common  in 
every  field,  and  whofej^o^ersi^being  plucked 
off,  are^pedup  in  a  plate,  ^rinkled  >?irith 
lempn  juice,  and  fq\ieezed  unt^l  the.  colour  is 
extra^^.  White  fUk  ribbons  being  imme-; 
4iat^)y  fteeped  in  this  liqiKM',  inflais^tly  take  a 
moft  h«f^ut^  colour,  like  that  q{  cherry* 

juice. 
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juice.  This  dye  fiades  indeed  in  the  fun ;  but 
]f  prepaxed  with  other  ingredients,  it  might 
probably  be  made  capable  of  greater  ftabi'* 
lity.  Let  not  the.  reader  be  furpriied  at  my 
iaying  nothing  of  tihe  tarantula^  although  I 
am  now  in  its  nativ^e  country,  where  there  is 
no  want  of  pec^Ie  who,  as  if  bitten,  dancd 
about  like  mad  men,  until  they  M  down. 
Dr.  Cirillo^  in  the  fixteenth  volume  of  Engliih 
philoibphica!  tranfadions,  for  17703;  page  253, 
has  fulfidelrtly  proVed  that  t^is  (pider  pro- 
duces no  filch  effe£l  as  is  pretended.  ,  I  h^)e 
0ne  day  to  receive  die  natural  hiftory  of  this 
mfed  irom  Dr.  Mannij  who  affured  me  Aat 
he  has  ireqitehtly>  and  at  various  places  and 
ieafons,  fuffered  the  tarantula  to  bite  him, 
without  feeling  the  leaft  mlfchievous  eflTeft. 
I  Aall  clofe  thefe  remarks  with  obferfing,  that 
the  common  people  here,  and  particularly  the 
women,  are  nothing  lefs  than  ugly,  that  they 
have  not  only  Grecian  countenances^  but  alfo 
ahead-drels,  like  that  which  is  to  be  fecn  ppoo 
many  ibedal^  of  the  Roman  emprefles  s  and 

that 


that  towards  the  clofe  of  day^  they  are  accu^ 
tomed  to  go  about  the  Jbpetv^g^g  ararietf 
of  little  airs^  with  which  even  thc«rft4iiliHlH 
ear  wonJdmtteogKidffl 
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ti4  .m?s9Mj^ro-aA9tt$. 

'  SECflON  V,  ' 

UPON  the  fixtecnth  of  April  I  commenced 
an  excnrfion  through  the  province  of 
Otranto^  accompanied  by  Dr.  Manni^  in  a  fort 
of  cabriolet  drawn  by  two  horfes^  which  the 
narrownefs  of  the  roads  rendered  preferable  to 
any  other  carriage.  Befides  my  fervant  on 
horfeback^  we  were  efcorted  by  two  well  armed 
horfemen  belonging  to  the  Duke  of  Martina* 
They  ferve  ftrangers  with  the  greateft  fidelity^  for 
a  very  moderate  reward ;  and  although  they  arc 
almoft  unneceffary  in  this  province,  by  way  of 
fecurity  againft  robbers,  they  are  very  ufeful  to 
a  traveller,  as  a  kind  of  recommendation  of  his 
perfon,  and  as  a  prevention  againft  the  extor* 
tions  of  the  innkeepers.  We  travelled  along  the 
eaftetn  coaft  of  the  Mare  Piccolo^  upon  a  rifing 
ground  covered  with  fig,  olive,  and  other  fruit 
trees,  and  at  every  ftep  affording  a  ravifliing 

profpe£t 


|Hr6fp^ft  of  the  furrounding  couhtry^  r  The 
Tillas  of  the  Tarcntineseikibellifh  not  the  hanka 
of  this  beauteoiils  b2^bn>  biit  are'ibated  ambngft 
tiie  forefts  (^  fhady  and  melancholy  olive  treesf^ 
As  good  huibandmen  theit  choice  may  perhaps 
meet  with  approbation;  but  certainly  to  them 
appertameth  not  the  praife  of  ^^  Omne  tulit 
pun£tum^  qui  mifcuit  utile  duIoL?'  Upon  quib^ 
ting  the  water^iidey  diei;oadwas  bordered  b]( 
grows  of  oliire  trees^  and.  iieldis  prepared  like 
gardens^. for  the  cotton  |ilantv  With  the 
view  of  the  Mare  Piccolq  terminate  alfo  the 
Cultivated  country,  and  the  diftrift  of  Ta- 
xanto.  At  the  diftance  of  eight  miles  from 
that  city,  we  entered  a  Machia,  within  fight  of 
$an  Giorgis,  and  in  two  miles  farther  arrived  at 
Carofino,  where  a  large  duCal  caftle  feems  fail 
haftening  to  decay.  The  town  of  Oria,  where 
we  intedaded  to  fleep^  is  fituated  fourteen  miles 
from  theilce;  and  a  flat,  uniform,  ill  cultivated 
country,  rendered  the  way  thither  extremely 
tedious,  until  fruit  trees  and  gardens  in  the  irn- 
mediate  vicinity  pf  the  town,  gave  it  a  more 

cheerful 


ehderful  sfpeft.    The  nnA  fi(b  was  thii^klf 

earned  widi:aIo«iyii(i£  wlw:b  liluive  ^  vfktU^ 

tk  dm  pmtt  9f  tbchhingiaai  hem.bpc^  a 

qonttit^}  but  IjC0irk|  dot  lestra  t&tt^  kind 

•fo^i^hfsrraaideofdnn^-  ^  ^'''^'•-.';' 

:  Oris  h  fitualed  u|)osa  faitt  i^iiikfa  fdeiw 

j^aced  is  the  midft  of  die  plab^as  h  were  hf 

cliciiantaneat/iuid  eoninnuids  a  nkA  mtttiAvo 

jpro(|>ed^  A  recomiiKndatafy  letter  from  thd 

WMthy  Archbifliop  joB  ;Faj«std  pfbcuired  ua  dif 

moft  hofpitable  receplifAl  at  the  palace  of'  the 

*  It  WIS  not  iiiidl  9^  my  toiAr  t^  SkSfy  4kAt  I  wis  iiK> 
fenoedat  Naples  of  Fadier  Aatcmio  Mioafis  havk^  made 
a  variety  of  experim^ntSy  in  order  to  fee  if  any  advantage 
eonld  be  derived  from  the  leaf  of  ilbt  Aloe.  An  account  of 
diaii^  is  given  in  die  Giomate  d'ltalie  pnUifiied  at  Venicii 
part  v.  p.  246.  and  part  vi«  p.  201.  But  it  does  not  appear 
that  the  ingenious  monk  has  made  as  inuch  progrefs  as  the^ 
Ibldiers  at  Palermo. 

Count  Borch,  a  Polilh  gentleman,  who  travelled  into  Sicily 
in  1 777,  and  publiflied  an  account  of  his  Journey,  has  infert- 
td  at  the  end  of  hi«  wofk  a  deferipcton  of  ^  making  of 
lliKad  with  the  leaves  of  the  aloe,  entitled,  <<  Memoire  for 
lefil  dc  Zabbara,  on  d'afoes  cent  par  ordre  du  Roi  de  Naples.'* 
In  this  treatifc  he  fays  that  the  art  of  malcingthis  thread  wa* 
Waaght  from .  Spain  by  the  SpamAt  fc^diers.  :  See  Lettres  far 
1|L  Sicile,  &c  par  le  Comtc  dc  Borch.    Turin  1 782. 

1  have  ^vcn  a  tranflatioh  of  his  f  apci  in  tfte  appendix,  t.  4. 

biftiop^ 
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Ufiiopt  whj^I  fomni  ^^  very  good  juiig^  ofmr^ 
tiquities»  »d;po£fefied  of  a  cpnfiderable  coUec^ 
tion  which  1|Q;  f(Mta^  ip  )||e^  pfoviace#  J  vw 
particularly  pteafed  witibr  the  eartfaen  vttfes,  of 
whidi,  he  hag  a  j^eat  number^  of  three  dtfcurcut' 
&rtff|  <ur; rather  three,  different   deg^s  of 
beauty.    The   fi^eft  Uiut$  the  mod  .elegant 
deiiigns  to  ^.  moft  agreeable  forms ;  and  the 
]H»(|e!6|k>Q  <^fhe  earth  ajad  vamiih  renders  then 
jffafi  iiawp]?thy  of  the  manufiidocks  of  Nola  and 
Capua»  where  the  moft  celebrated  earthen  vdf- 
(el69Ci^^Etni£can:vafe$»are(aidto  have  been 
8Kide«,   But  the  number  ^fvefiels  of  the  fame 
kind  fourid  in  the  ancient  fejiulchres  in  this  pro« 
vinces  the  il^l  greater  quantity  of  fragment^}  of 
antique  vafes  of  the  fineft  quality,  daily  thrown 
by  the  waves  upon  thc.ihoresof  the  Mare  Pic« 
colo^  attd,  fioallyy  the' :  colour  of  the  flgnMreSj, 
whi^b  hav^  more  white  in  them  than  tfaoie  of 
Capaa^  make  it  probaUe  that  there  was  a  noana^ 
fa£iory  of  fin^  earthen  ware  In  this  proviideity 
and  po£&bly  at ^aran^JtfeE    Thofe ><i£  ik$^ 
i^Cjdad  .cMk   di^^ii^poiih    themielTes   bju^a 
.  CpBrfenefs 
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coarfendsof  thci^arth,  and  the  Wdnefs  of  ^ 
defigns;  for  the  forms  of  the  tealfy  antiqud 
?eiell»  eiren  of  fuch  as  were  -ddlined  to  thd 
meaneft  ufcs^  were  ah^ttys  convenient,  full  of 
tafte,  and  adapted  to  the  purptofes  for  which' 
tiiey  were  intended.  It  b  evident  ^at  thefe 
laft  canu^  from  Ban,  where  it  is  known  that 
tiie  cotemon  earthen  veffels  were  i^eral^ 
nade.  The  moft  ordinary,  which  are  etitirely 
whtte»  and  without  vamiifa^  fufficiently  prove  hf 
their  fluipe,  and  the  nature  of  the  earthy  that 
they  date  h'om  the  period  when  taftfcWa^betctond 
exceedingly  corrupted^  The  other  articles  id 
this  cabinet  are  of  little  import  9  which  is  chief- 
ly owing  to  there  being  no  one  in4Jie  province 
whohlis  any  pleafure  in  coUeding  antiquities, 
or  pther  objefts  of  curiofity.  The  bifhop  in* 
deed  takes  all  imaginable  pains  to  dlflipate 
thefe  dark  clouds  of  ignorance,  by  forming  new 
arrangements  in  the  feminary  at  Oria,  of  fome 
of  which  I  faw  the  good  efie£ts}  but  it  isdiifi* 
cult  to  triumph  over  the  monftrous  offspring  of 
%  loi^  reign  of  barbarous  |)i^jUdice.    Oria, 

which 
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which  tontainS  6000  ihhabitants,  formerly  bie* 
longed  to  the  Dukes  of  Francavillaj  of  the  houfe 
bf  Im^periali  5  but  upon  the  death  of  the  laft 
Duke^  the  crbwn  laid  claim  to  his  poffeffionSi 
Two  thoufahd  faline  of  oil  are  annually  made  iii 
this  towns  whofe  environs  alfo  produce  a  large 
quantity  of  com^  arid  much  fruit  of  all  forts, 
efpecially  cherries;  and  there  is  k  confiderable 
trade  in  honey  and  wax,  which  are  in  great 
eltimatioh.  The  bees  are  kept  in  finaU  oblong 
houfes  hewn  out  of  a  fingle  block  of  ftone,  in 
which  they  thrive  exceedingly. 

We  took  leave  of  our  friendly  hoft  upon  the 
morning  of  the  feventeenth,  and  continued  our 
journey  to  Brindifi^  nineteen  miles  from  Oria. 
The  ground  is  cultivated  like  a  gardto  in  the 
territory  belonging  to  that  town;  but  with  it 
t^minates  alfo  the  induftry  of  the  peafant, 
although  the  foil  is  of  the  moft  fertile  kind, 
being  a  mixture  of  clay  and  fand*  I  have  fre-^ 
quently  remarked  in  the  neighbourhood  of  va- 
rious towns  and  villages,  that  gardens,  orchards, 
olive-grounds,  vineyards,  and  common  paftures, 
K.  which 
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wfaicli  «Pd  either  Michie  or  Scirra^  fueceed 
Mch  ether  in  tine  abore-named  order.  But  if  the 
Scirra  or  ftony  pallure  grounds  chance  toextend 
Mhr  M  the  town^  no  alteration  is  made  in  the 
above  diftribtttion^  for  the  inhabitants  are  fo 
obfttMte  as  always  to  difpofe  of  the  ground  ac- 
cording t<v  the  long  eftablifhed  fyftem,  and 
&ev«r  to^  regulate  their  mode  of  cultivation  by 
the  iiaturr  of  the  toiL 

;  Icithe  inidway  between  Oris  and  Brindifi^ 
and  about  a  mik  from  the  road,  lies  Michania, 
a  place  which!  mention  folely  becaufe  the  late 
proprietor,  the  Marchefa  Michania,  with  whom 
i  bad  the  honour  to  be  acquainted  at  Naples^ 
is  perhaps  one  of  the  moft  beautiful  women 
that  all  Italy  can  boafr.  It  would  be  difficult 
to  find  fo  perfeft  a  fhape  united  to  fuch  a  beau- 
tiful cconpkxion  and  fuch  brilliant  eyes.  In 
the  time  of  ancient  Greece  Ihe  would  have 
been  thought  worth  the  deftr\i£iion  oi  Troy^ 
and  in  va&te  modem  times,  innumerable  knees 
would  have  been  broken  in  her  honour  by  the 
gaUant  ami  adventurous  knights  of  chivalry. 
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A«  vr^  direw  nigh  to  firiticKfi  we  eirtef^  tbd 
regiofl^  of  mifery  and  defolation  5  a  Country 
blefled  with  the  moft  fruitful  foil^  aftd  the  moll 
propitious  climate,  lies  uncultivated  j  a«i<l-tb« 
extenfive  remains  of  a  ruined  caftle  mark  the 
,  entrance  into  the  town.  Broad  ftreets  witir 
dilapidated  houfes,  or  courts  o^ergroWn  with 
grafs,  where  a  mifcrable  hovel  leans  agjrfi^  ah 
old  wall,  and  contains  one  fqualib  repreferiti* 
fion  of  humanity,  condu£t  to  feveral  church^ 
and  convents,  and  a  few  inhabited  houfes,  hi 
which  about  5000  perfons  are  dJtily  expofed 
to  the  flow  but  inevitable  efFefts  of  a  relentlelj 
fever.  This  is  that  Brundufium  which,  after 
flourilhing  as  an  independent  republic,  follow- 
ed the  univerfal  fate  of  Italy  in  fubmitting-fo 
the  Roxnaais ;  and  at  thetimeof  the  Trmmvirate, 
Was  the  central  point  of  thofe  armies'  which 
were  to  fubdue  either  the  Eafl:  or  Weft.  Not- 
withftanding  the  ambition  of  Caefar  in  a  great 
meafure  annihilated  the  utility  of  its  noble  port, 
Brandufium  long  continued  the  rendezvous  of 
the  Roman  fleets,  and  the  pafs'fit^m  Italy  into 
K  2  Greece 
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Greece  and  Afia;  and  although  much  of  ltd 
luftre  was  eclipfed  by  the  downfall  of  the 
Roman  empire,  its  advantageous  poiition  ren- 
dered it  precious  to  the  Greek  emperors,  and 
its  various  pofieflbrs,  and  ftill  fecured  a  certain 
ihare  of  opulence  and  confideration.  It  again 
attains  the  fummit  of  profperity  during  the 
crufades^  when  Europe  was  depopulated  by 
the  moft  abfurd  fanaticifm,  and  the  fields  of 
Afia  were  manured  with  the  blood  of  Euro- 
peans; for  a  very  confiderable  part  of  the  in- 
numerable hofts,  engaged  in  that  enterprife, 
aflembled  at  Brundufium,  in  order  to  be  tranf- 
ported  into  Greece  and  Afia  by  the  veffels  of 
th^  Italian  republics.  With  the  downfall  of 
the  houfe  of  HohenftaufFen*,  under  which  the 

*  Thelaftrepiefentative  of  this  once  powerful  honfewas 
Coniadiny  whoperilhed  upon  a  fcafold  at  Naples  in  ia68j  by 
order  of  Charles  of  Anjott>  after  the  battle  of  Tagliacozzoii 
in  which  the  unfortunate  Confadih  was  defeated^  aSd  after* 
wards  betrayed  into  the  hands  of  his  adver{aiy>  the  nfurper 
•f  his  hereditary  dominions.  The  hill  of  Hohenftaufien  is 
(tnated  in  the  Duchy  of  Wiirtemberg,  a  few  miles  from 
Shettgardt ;  upon  it  are  the  wrecks  of  feudal  grandeur, 
whichlooMavef  a  vaft  cxteat  of  countiy. 

city 
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city  enumerated  60,000  inhabitants^  periihed 
alio  its  profperity .  It  is  true  indeed  that  the  An^ 
gevine  princes  and  Ferdinand  of  Arragon  made 
fome  attempts  to  reftore  it;  but  und^r  their 
fucceffors  it  would  have  been  totally  annihilat- 
^,  had  it  not  been  in  fome  meafure  fupported 
by  a  traO;  of  60,000  moggie  of  moft  fertile  land, 
producing  fp  much  oil,  as  frequently  to  embar- 
rafs  the  proprietors  by  its  quantity.  But  the 
total  negle£t  of  the  harbour  h^s  now  given  birth 
to  exteofiyemorafTe;,  lyhich  furround  the  town, 
and  fill  the  ^r  with  fuch  peftileptial  e;(hfdatipn8, 
that  rofy  health  hfts  long  fince  defprted  the  coun* 
try;  malignant  fevers  now  reign  there  through* 
out  the  year,  and  few  inhabitants  extend  their 
miferable  exiftence  to  fixty  years,  flow  then 
ihould  5,000  withered  bodies  cultivate  $0,009 
moggie  of  land  ?  Where  are  polonifts  to|be  found 
who  will  blindly  abandon  themfelves  to  death, 
or  at  leaft  to  a  life  of  painful  and  inceflant 
ipalady  ?  And  how  can  we  with  juftice  re- 
proach the  Brundufians  with  imheardof  in- 
jjolcnpe,  bec^^ufe  they  w(»rk  pnly  fo^r  hours  in  9 
K  3  day, 
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day^  and  pafs  the  reft  of  their  time  in  tavemt, 
where  they  endeavour  to  drown  their  misfertunes 
in  their  wme  ?  But  no  one  can  help  being  fur- 
prised  that  the  government  fhould  havehithef- 
to  (hewn  foch  little  defire  to  reftot e  thil  fallen 
city^  and  render  it  one  of  the  aooit  ftauriihiii^ 
ports  in  Italy,  by  eleanfing  and  opensng  the 
harbour.  Some  yearf  fince  indeed  the  Cheva- 
lier Pigonati,  an  engineer,  was  fent  here  with 
orders  to  put  the  harbour  into  a  iervieeable 
(late;  but  either  through  ignoraf)ce>  ot  other 
caufes^  his  c^ratioAs^  executed  at  a  great  ex- 
pence,  were  fo  badly  contrived  that  the  town 
is  ftill  as  miferable  and  unwholefome  as  ever. 
To  explain  this  more  clearly  I  have  added  a 
plan  of  the  town  and  harbour  (plate  2.),  which, 
with  many  other  fafts,  I  have  borrowed  from  a 
work  written  by  Pigonati  himfelf. 

The  town  is  fituated  upon  a  neck  dF  land, 
between  two  arms  of  the  fea,  which  compofe 
the  inner  haven,  fecurely  Iheltered  from  every 
wind  that  blows.  The  entrance  into  this 
haven  is  formed  by  a  very  narrow  channel, 

which 
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wMch  before  the  tittie  of  Gcfar  wa«  fb.much 
vndcr  than  at  prefent^,  from  A.  to  B«  *  diat  tbd 
9faye»,  which  continually  &ovr^d  ih  uj^  it 
jfipm  without,  kept  it  free  from  fea-i^fwlsi  ^4 
4rove  them  upon  fhott  near  t^  towH)  where 
ihty  were  eafily  collected,  arid  oarried  away 
for  the  purpofeg  of  hufeandryv  At  that  6me 
alfo  it  was  wide  and  deep  enough  i^  the  Iiargeft 
ii^fiels  to  run  infed  the  inner  hwboiir,  vi^^k 
was  rendered  whokfortie  by  a  o^titttuil  lUj^p^ 
«f  water.  But  Ca^faf,  who/by  a  bold  ettte^- 
prize  worthy  of  himfelf,  wa^  4diroiii$  of 
blockading  Pompe/s  fleet  then  lykig  at  aadiol- 
in  the  inner  haven,  €6nftru£led  the  dykes  H.H, 
which  contributed  to  the  fubfequehir  downfall 
of  the  town ;  for  the  Alga,  fo  abundant  ib  ^ 
Adriatic  (ea,  quickly  formed  thefe  dly^:c$vato 
a  broad  fhore,  and  would  fpeedil^  hur^&dppisd 
up  die  pafiage,  had  not  the  rul^s  over  iSsc 
town  wifely  taken  care  to  prevent  it.  But, 
after  the  reign  of  Ferdinand  of  Arragon,  and 
during  the  adminiftration  of  the  Viceroys,  this 
unfortunate  city  was  totally  neglefted;  and 
K  4  when 
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when  Pigonati  arrived  there  in  1776,  the 
fmalleft.  canoe  could  fcarcely  pafs  from  one 
harbour  to  the  other,  upon  account  of  the 
great  quafltity  pf  mud.  By  the  iloppage  of 
the  channel,  the  inner  haven,  which  in  rainy 
feafons  received  much  water  from  the  neigh- 
bouring hills,  formed  morafles  in  various  places, 
and  particularly  9X  Q-  and  F.  a^  alfo  ^t  A.  and 
B.  which  infe£led  the  town  with  peftilential 
exhalations,  and  fpeedily  carried  off  the  greatr 
eft  part  of  the  inhabitant*.  It  was  therefore 
recommended  to  Pigonati  not  only  to  render 
the  inner  harbour  ferviceable,  but  alfo  to  take 
fuch  methods  as  might  be  likely  to  reftore  fa<* 
lubrity  to  the  air.  To  that  end  he  caufed  a 
canal  to  be  dug  from  G.  to  D.  nineteen  palms 
deep,  2752  palms  long,  200  palms  wide  from  the 
great  harbour  to  the  centre,  and  from  thence 
only  160  palms  wide  to  the  entrance  of  the 
inner  harbour.  To  prevent  the  canal  from 
being  choaked  up  by  the  Alga,  and  the  waves 
which  roll  in  from  the  Eaftward  with  great  vio- 
lepce,  he  ordered  twp  dykes  to  be  conftrufted, 

at 
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at  the  mouth  of  the  canal ;.  the  longeft  wherec^ 
was  800  pfilms  in  lengthy  and  8p  in  widths 
In  or4er  to  firengthen  the  fides  of  the.pan^^ 
he  caufed  a  number  of  piles  to  be  driven 
into  the  banks^  and  filled  up  behind  with  fag* 
got$ ;  and^  at  the  diftance  of  every  200  palms, 
was  raifed  a  pilaftcr  of  mafonry,  16  palm^  fquare 
above  the  furface  of  the  water,  and  mucU 
thicker  below  it.  Thefe  pilafters  were  cc»f 
ne£led  by  a  wall,  four  palms  thick,  and  weie 
deftined  to  fupport  the  fides  of  the  canal.  He 
completed  his  work  by  filling  up  the  moraffe$ 
A.  B.  and  F.  The  whole  expence,  according 
to  Pigonati'5  account,  amounted  to  8o,ooQ 
ducats  0^.15,000.),  but  others  fay  that  it  greatly 
exceeded  that  fum.  Be  it  what  it  m^y,  it  is^ 
like  many  others,  thrown  into  the  fea ;  for 
fcarcely  twelve  years  are  elapfed  fince  the 
completion  of  the  work,  yet  i$  the  canal  at 
ready  choaked  up  with  fea-weed  ^md  fand  to 
the  depth  pf  four  palms  5  already  are  the  banks 
broken  down  in  feveral  places,  and  the  inner 
haven  is  as  inacceflSible,  and  the  peililential  air 

as 
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mg ;  cfpecially  when  Iconfider  that  the  excel* 
Jent  ports  of  Meffina^  Augufta,  and  Syracufo, 
are  much  more  commodioufly  fituated>  as  well 
for  ,that  purpofe  fis  for  the  protefUoli  of  the 
lonisuQ  and  Mediterranean  feas  in  cafe  of  a  war; 
and  furely  one  commercial  port  is  much  more 
lefleQtia)  th^  ten  ftations  for  (hips  of  war^ 
which  coil  fo  much,  and  are  here  of  fuch  very 
little  ufe^.  Having  dwelled  much  upon  this 
fubje£):^  which^  excluiive  of  its  own  importance, 
ferves  tQ  throw  fpme  light  upon  the  nature  of 
the  government  of  th;p  country,  I  ftiall  only  ffiy 
a  few  words  about  the  inner  harbour,  and  theq 
bid  farewell  to  this  devoted  city,,. 

One  arm  of  the  inner  harbour  is  much  longer 
|han  the  others  lor  the  northern  branch 
ftretches  a  mile  and  an  half  into  the  country, 
is  8oQ  palms  broad  in  the  narroweft  part,  and 
meafures  fifty  pajms  in  the  dcepeft  5  but  the 

*  Since  my  return  I  have  been  informed  that  fach  is  the 
intention  of  the  court.  Another  engineer  has  been  fent  tQ 
Brindifiy  who  means  to  make  the  canal  30  palms  deep>  and 
give  it  a  proportionable  width  ;  fo  that  forty  gun  (hips  may 
run  into  the  inner  harbour ;  and  all  future  obftrudions  in  the 
channel  are  to  be  prevented  by  a  dyke,  which  is  to  keep  oflf 
the  fea  on  the  South  Eaft, 

fputhern 
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fouthem  Is  Qiily  a  mile  in  leiQgth^  750  pdlms  in 
bifesu^^  and  17  in  its  gr^ateft  depth.  The 
fcMrmer  has  a  muddy>  and  the  latter  a  fandjr 
bottom.  The  Chamacor  mufcle  is  very  com- 
mon  in  the  inner  harbour,  as  is  the  Pinna  No* 
bilis  in  the  outers  but  the  Brundufians  not 
knowing  how  to  prepare  the  filk,  fend  it  to 
Taranto.  As  the  fituation  and  bottom  of  the  in? 
ner  port  of  Brindiii  much  refemble  thofe  of  the 
Mare  Piccolo  which  prodxices  fo  much  money  to 
TarantD>  P^onati  caufed  the  fame  fort  of  (bell* 
fi(h  to  be  brought  to  Brindifi  in  hopes  of  pro- 
curing it  a  new  fource  of  opulence ;  but  they 
did  not  fucceed  there  ;  and  no  other  fiih  but 
eels  are  taken  in  that  harbour.  Neither  could 
i  leam  any  thing  of  the  peculiar  excellence  of 
t^e  oyfters  upon  this  coaft,  although  Pliny 
relates  that  they  were  taken  here,  and  carried 
to  the  Lucrine  lake  to  be  fattened"^. 

*  Poftea  vifam  tanti  in  extremam  Italian!  petexe  Bnudn^ 
fium  oftiets,  ac  ae  lit  eflet  inter  duos  fapoiet,  nuper  ex* 
cogitatam,  &meni  lonpe  adye^tionis  i  Brundafiocompafccie 
inLncrino.  PtiK.  H.  N.  Ub,  ix.  c  54. 

Beiides 
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ly  other  traveUers,  the  lover  of  iuitk|Hitie6  wiB- 
find  the  fm&n  cdHeSion  of  the  Afehdeftcott 
Dcm  C^eofio  de  Leo,  worthy  his-attentlOtt^ 
on  ac^um  c(  fbme  rare  medals^  f6me  va^s 
cif  an  kxfe^  ^ality,  »id  a  vem^l^ble  in^ 
i^ptioti^  pK^ving  diat  Bro^ofiuttt  was  a  te- 
public/  bdf6ft  k  feU  mto  tlie  hands  of  f!te 
Romans.  '* 

UfkHi  the  eighteenth  tf  April  We  quitted 
that'afffidfed  dty,  and  took  the  road  to  Lttce, 
twiirty-fOthr  miies  cliftanf.  During  the'  firft 
fweh^e  miles  the  country  confifts  of  a  thick 
maehia,  upon  which  piftacia  lentifbus  Linn.* 
grew  in  great  abundance.  This  fhrub,  whicH 
tiie  inhabitants  call  reftinccJ,  and  which  grows' 
in  ail  the  uncultivated  parts  of  the  province, 

♦  This  IS  the  maftick-tfcc,  whofc  «*  horn-lhapc4  cxcrc- 
fccnccs,"  fays  the  learned  Prefidcnt  of  the  Linnaean  Society, 
«<have  iMenintrodacedinto  fome  pharmacopcBias  as  an  article 
<)f  medicine ;  but  what  their  fiippofed  qualidcs  are,  I  do  not 
itcolIeA* 

■  See  Dr.  Smith's  Sketch  of  aToor  on  the  Continent, 
T.i.*p.T6oi     A. 

is 
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is  ufed  for  no  other  purpofe  than  fuel.  Mf 
companion  has  pointed  out  to  his  cauntrymetf, 
in  the  feventh  part  of  the  Memorie  Scientifr^ 
che  e  Letterarie,  No.  21,  that  the  fniit  of  thk 
tree^  ivlMk:h  wa$  made  ufe  of  by  the  Romany 
aflR>ixk,  without  much  care  in  the  cultivation, 
nearly  as  good  oil  as  the  olive-tree;  that  the 
leaves  are  excellent  in  tannkig,  that  a  very 
fragrant  green  foap  may  be  prepared  from  the 
fhrub  itfelf,  and  that  a  diuretic  fait  may  be  ev 
trafted  from  the  afties;  but  he  has  hitherto 
preached  to  the  deaf.  In  the  fame  treatife  he 
fets  forth,  and  with  no  better  fuccefs,  that 
fenna  leaves,  jalop,  the  bark  of  cinchona  offici- 
nalis, polygala  virginiana,  and  the  roots  of  the 
BrafiHan  viola,  might  be  difpenfed  with,  and 
replaced  by  mercurialis,  euphorbia  tuberolla^ 
the  bark  of  the  olive-tree,  the  flowers  of  fca^ 
biofa,  the  roots  of  eupatorium  cannabinum, 
and  the  feeds  of  viola  mammola,  which  are  all 
indigenous,,  and  might  be  brought  to  great 
perfeftion.  This  province  likewife  affords 
rhamnus  alatemus,   refeda  lutea,  ifatis,  and 

crocus 


144  TRAT£X:$   TO    JSAfLMH. 

crocus  tiildorius^  knd  might  therefore  difpeim 
with  importing  drugs  for  dyings  if  thofe  plants 
were  properly  cultivated.  The  foil  of  this  wil^ 
•demefs  is  of  the  beft  kind,  and  fuUy  juftifies 
the  tradition  df  its  former  extraordinary 
fertility.  The  country  aiTumes  another  dpe£l 
beyond  the  Machia^  ^hdi  in  the  neighbout"* 
hood  of  San  Quinzano^  well  cultivated*  fields^ 
and  olive-trees  of  fingular  magnitude,  attrafik 
the  attention  of  the  traveller.  The  fertility  in* 
creafes  on  Approaching  Lecce,  near  which  we 
obferved  a  great  number  of  fields  of  flax. 

Lecce  is  fituated  in  the  midft  of  an  almoft 
immeafurable  plain,  which  is  well  cultivated^ 
and  ftrewed  with  a  variety  of  villages.  The 
town,  though  not  ill-built,  has  but  an  uncouth 
appearance  j  and  as  it  is  large  enough  to  con- 
tain 40,000  inhabitants,  the  prefent  population 
of  only  14,000,  gives  it  a  very  melancholy  air* 
Of  thefe,  the  ecclefiaftics  and  dwellers  in  con- 
vents compofe  by  no  means  the  leaft  part, 
there  being  not  lefs  than  thirty-fix  convents  of 
))Oth  fexes  ^  and  thefe,  poor  in  fpirit,  poffefs 

the 


tte  fcui*k  pbftt  of 't^^^^  Thenobaity 

atffejmmeniiiiiiiMi  ancient^  iMiabkf  :«fad  <tivi]> 
kitrextrctoiily  p*r*/c  Leccc  &  thfeieapital  of 
.^^rovJii<^;Qf  O  the  J  feat,  x^  its 

toibunal^  wlaih  tm&^^^  di» 

ttd:or  of'  the  finaiKes^  a  caporuota,  oir  coun- 
fellot  of  juftice^  a  fifijal^  two  ludhois^  and  ah 
ilvociatp  de*^^  poveri^.who is.paid .bjr;the  crown^ 
and  is   to  defend  the,  caufes  and  Interefb 
of  the  poor;    We  Wefte  reqoiwnehded  to  the 
Abbot  of  the  Benedi£itine  convent^  aiid  weje- 
moil  civilly  received  by  hun  and  his  fellow^ 
monksi  who^  according  to  the  rales  of  the- 
houfe^  are  all  of  nable  birth,  or/  as  they  are. 
here  termed>  cavalieri*    Their  fociety  was  ex* 
tremdy  pleafant  and  entertaining  *,  but  finding 
no  obje£t  to  detain  us  in  this  town,  which 
affords  nothing  interefting,  except  a  lace  mzm 
nvhStory,-  that  is  fupplied  with  fiax  from  the 
•nvirons,  and  the  pronnce  of  Bafilicata^  we 
quitted  it  the  following  mottling^  in  ordef  to^ 
pay  a  vifii  to  Cape  Finibufteroe-    Clofe  to  the 
town  we  paifed  the  quarries  made  tofe  of  ia 
L  buildmg^ 


faltildlog,  »mA  octtififtiiig^  of  '\mAlsmttboKA,  dbli 
which  S  imlktsefc^  ^  ^fio.  pebtfia&biis:  are  ta 
be  mM  iiridu  The  'fbtindacfem  oiB  tbe  "vviiolci 
fiovimct^ikemm  to  be  CORpbf^  of  thie  tjbiofc 
liflKllos^  ^  itifi^fciQnA  fo4iggei»g  « little-  ba^ 
BflidL  de  fiu&ce  0f  Jihe  t»lli^  aad  ttpon  tlw 
ibulhose  Jt^idMrly  flMw»  it&l^  ccwm^  widi  m^ 
b^orofcatCHieMKtii^  tli^js^itii^ifiliof 
WBmothoOim. 

We  t«a?v)rOed  i^e  nfSeslxit^eeH^cc^-fislds^ 
^iocpuads,  ttd  0lm>gn$fw,  mitfl*  we  reused. 
Sftn  Pt^tro  in  Gahiba,  a  tcfwft  beloDgmg  to 
the  houfe  of  Spinola,  and  cootainii^  10,000 
bhabhants,  who  diieA]!^  fobfift  b^  the  cultiva* 
tion  of  the  cotton  plant.  During  the  twehre 
miles  which  compofe  the  diftance  between  Saa. 
PSetfo  and  Superfano,  we  fbond  nothing  but 
paftuf^  grounds*  fncceeded  bj  extenfiveibiefis. 
Upon  the  iWh-iide  of  Supcrfimo  is  a  dwD  of 
l^w  hUH»  beti^  a  continiiatlon  of  diat  lAick 
ittM  t^  the  northward  of  Taranto,  and  whkh 
^  hid  faliM  war  San  GiorgiQ,  where  kis  fii 
)«w  MlUif«^tv>  heaaoittlmL    Uhnnclna 

off 


ofFirom  thi^^t  diaia  of  tiher  A^i^ifl^s^te^^ 
twten  the  provinces  of  Cahdsfia  dtra  and  fit* 
Mcata^  and  ftretohingi  towai^s  the  eaft,  htis 
itfelf  In  liie  fba  ne^  Obanto^  The  pdftaitfs 
np^i  thefb  hiUsy  andihe  forefls  of  Supra&fi^Oj 
iu{>port  two  ftuds  that  belong  to  the  Marquis 
of  Martina,  and  the  Duke  of  Cotmffiano,  sMl 
fumifii  excellent  coach  and  faddle-holrfefir.^  So^iffe 
oittle  are  ^o  kept  thei^e,  and  I  tafted  (bnfe 
new-made  goats  cheefe,  which  was  exttieitieljr 
good.  Superfeno  is  a  ftnaU^  feifueftered  place^ 
romanticall)^  fituated  between  hillb^and  woods, 
and  has  hitherto  betn  tfte  retreat  of  my  inge* 
nious  companion,  Thit  young  man,  bom  in 
a  linall  town  hi  this  province,  ftudted  phyffc 
at  Naples  widi  good  faccels ;  but  at  tli^i  fame 
time  acquired  flich  a  tafte  for  natural  hi^ry, 
Aat  upon  his  return  hoine,  he  gave  femftff  up 
to  the  cultivation  of  tha*  branch  of  fciencev 
Regardfcfs  of  the  derifion  of  his^cbuntrymen, 
whatook  him  for  a  fbd  that  ran  after  butter- 
flies^ and  colkaed  an  heap  of  uieleft  Abiies  ^ 
and  in  fpi«»  of  the  difSc^  of  ^Hocuiitig  the 
L  z  necelTaiy 
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oecefl^  tK)okty  he  icazAc  a  rapid  |irogrefs'  in 
die  ftudy  af  botany  and  entomology.  The  rare 
iDfe£ts  which  give  fome  Talue  to  the  coftly 
.work  of  Dr.  Domenico  Cirillo,  in  his  folio 
^Specimen  Entomologias  Napolitanae>  were 
chiefly  furniftied  by  Dr.Manni,  who  found 
ihcrOi  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  fequeftered 
Superfano.  He  (heVved  me  his  coUe&ion,  which, 
as  far  as  I  am  able  to  judge,  contains  a  num- 
ber of  infeds,  hitherto  undefcribed,  but  of 
which  I  (hall  hjcre. give  no  account,  as  a  Fau- 
nula  Salentina^may  (hortly  be  expe£led  from 
that  diligent  naturalift.  I  ihall  only  obferve, 
that  the  papilio  rumina,  arge,  and  phaL  flavia, 
which  are  either  unknown,  or  very  rare  in 
Switzerland,  are  here  extremely  common ;  as 
is  likewife  the  meloe  cichorii  Linn,  towards 
which  Dr.  Manni  has  endeavoured  to  direfl: 
the  attention  of  his  countrymen.  It  remains 
from  May  to  Auguft,  and  efpecially  during 
June  and  July,  in  aftoniftiing  quantities,  not 
only  upon  the  cichorium,  but  alfo  upon  the 
cer€ali$>  carduns,  and  cynara  cardunulus*  The 

common 
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eommoti  people  have  long  ufed  the  liquor  that 
diftills  from  the  infed,  when  the  had  is  torn 
ofF,  for  the  purpofe  of  driving  away  worts; 
and  Mr.  Cafimir  Sanfo  has  often  employed  it 
in  lieu  of  the  common  bliftering  drug :  but  to 
render  it  more  generally  ufeful.  Dr.  Manni 
made  a  variety  of  experiments,  and  found  that 
forty-five  grains  of  the  meloe,sbd  fifteen  grains 
of  euphbrbium,  fermented  with  flour  and  com- 
mon vinegar,  and  well  mixed  up,  made  a  moft 
excellent  bliftering  plaifter.  The  proportions 
muft  be  increafed  or  diminifhed  according  to 
the  age,  fex,  and  conftitution  of  theperfon; 
but  the  above-mentioned  quantity  ufually  pro- 
duces a  proper  cffeft  in  thirteen  or  fourteen 
hours.  Thefjb  infe£ts  are  collected  morning 
and  evening,  and  put  into  a  covered  veflel, 
where  they  are  kept  until  they  are  dead,  when  ' 
they  are  fpr^nkled  with  ftrong  vinegar^  and  eX« 
pofed  to  the  hot  fun  until  they  become  perfeftly 
dry,  after  which  they  are  put  into  glafs  bottles, 
and  carefully  kept  from  humidity. 
Amongft  Dr.  Manni's  minerals  I  foimd 
L  3  nothing 
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tofhing  virjr'temidcabk,  exeef»t  fome  fpecU 
flMtts  of  Yaffil  4oaV  whidi  was  more  of  tht 
OHkifrer  of  a  pafte^  thto  feliaceowu  Thde  f{>e« 
taiiieng  wepe  tiound  direis  miles  £rbm  Supei> 
fitdb,  about  for^  ^la&ns  below  the  furfaoe  of 
file  eirthy  in  digging  weHSt  at  a  plaee  called 
Spfachia  dfe*  PretL  The  flnta  were  two  pdliais 
4Uid  9n  half  thick^  and  changed  three  alternate 
times  with  lasers  of  martial  cla^,  which  iinaHj 
ktmefA  the  lowefi  firatnm,  axid  continued  fb  as 
tfe^p  a$  the  ground  was  dug.  Hb  Hk^ife 
(bet^d  me  fome  volcanic  aflies^  which  hfe  had 
gathered  up  in  the  jrear  1784,  at  Si^)erfandi 
where  they  fell  half  a  line  thick;  and  as  tf 
is  known  that  Stromboli  raged  rery  furioufljr 
lit  that  time,  it  is  probable  that  the  T(rind  con- 
veyed  thefe  afhes  from  thence.  As  the  dif* 
tance,  inr  a  direfil  line,  is  i6o  ItaJiaH  miles, 
this  undeniable  fad  proves  that  the  ancient 
dfefcfibcrs  of  the  eruptions  of  Vefuvius  and 
^tna  do  not  deal  in  fables,  when  they  relatb 
that  afhes  were  carried  zoo  and  300  miles 
luting  feme  great  explofiofis  of  tiioie  volcaftos. 

^     Upon 
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Se9:  nki^  cailes  farther  ta  th^  iautl^a^  w^ 
afeeaded  s^  a^m  of  lb?  Ap^nnineis^  tliu^.  es^ 
hibited  a  very  ftpny  fpil^  not  prpdup^  cprn 
fogkleitf  for  th^  Wbi^bitonts,  b^t  ^ict^^c^jj 
fertjyi^  in  oil.  Upon  the  ftttnunt  of  tkk  Wi 
He$  Ruffai^^  whpre  the  greater  pwt  ^f  .^hfi  p«ii^* 
faiita'  drefa  confifted  <3kf  a?  yettow  vfm^}^,  c}fttbi 
liianufaft^red  upon  tj^  fpotj  9fid.  Cf))cHifa4 
with  refeda  lutea;  yrkM^  not  qa^y  p9W9  1^1414 
io  the  n^ghbonrl^^Mdt  )^  ip  b^itn&b  w  objed 
#f  cukivatioi}  on  acf:QHi>t  of  k&  M^tff  F^^ 
RuflBwfjo  we  defe^nded  i^<>  a  y^lteyji.bwft^ 
^i>,  Ibe  othi?r  iide  by  a  diajp  of  hyj#,  wbkl| 
commencuif  near  I'arwt^^  cifEfep^^i^^  l;^8 
|ba-<x>aft  until  it  unites  with  that  ifif^Ot^sLpiQ. 
Aft^r  pf^ifig  AquaHgHs  W^  arrixp^  f^fgcfifi^ 
cle,  i«  tbfe  night;  but  having  d^yi^ti^  fyqm 
our  original  plan,  we  b^d  no  l^fteirs  of  tecoaj^ 
mendation  for  that  ptfa^P- .  Mytwmp^V^  in- 
deed, h^d  ieveral  fri^ids  tlpteie;;  but  n<rt  ^:hppf* 
hg  to  d^fturb  thi^Ja  in. t)i¥  9iil^^>  !^e  lup^Qplced 
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Ht  the  door  of  a  CarmiUte  convent,  wberC], 
upon"  ftating  that  we  were  ftrangers  and  tra« 
Tellers,  the  gates  were  inftantly  opened,  and 
we  were  in  the  moft  obliging  manner  accom^ 
modated  with  a  good  apartment^  and  an  ex*? 
cellent  fupper.  Our  arrival  was  no  fooneF 
known  the  next  morning,  than  two  fubftantial 
inhabitants  announced  themfelve$,  and  in  the 
moft  frienidly  manner  remonftrated  with  us  for 
not  coming  to  their  houfes.  I  know  not  which 
raeft  to  admire,  the  hofpitality  of  the  monkS| 
or  the  cordiality  and  good  nattire  of  thefe  peo« 
pie,  whofc  oScr  of  mules  to  cdnduQ:  us  to  the 
celebrated  promontory  of  Santa  Maria  di 
Lcfuca,  we  thankfully  accepted,  the  road  not 
being  praOicable  for  carriages.  But  the  bad- 
nefs  of  the  roads  was  amply  compenfated  by 
the -beauty  of  the  countjy,  which  is  one  of  the 
moft  delightful  corners  of  the  earth ;  not  fo 
miich  indeed  on  account  of  the  romantic  pro- 
fptSts  which  enchant  the  fenfes,  as  becaufe  an 
almoft  naked  limeftone  rock  is  every  where 
cultivated  like  a  garden,  and  thickly  ftrewed 
with  towns  and  hamlets>  inhabited  by  fubftan- 

tial 
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jtlal  find  well-elad  peafantry,  whofe  counter 
^aaces  bear  the  ftamp  of  probity  and  worthy 
Preficcie  is  fituated  in  the  above-mentioned 
vaUejTy  which  is  in  a  high  ftate  of  cultivationr 
Qlive  and  fig-trees,  of  no  common  0ze,  ihade 
the  moft  fertile  inclpfures,  where  all  kinds  of 
com,  gardens,  vineyards,  heipp,  and  flax,  di- 
yerfify  the  fcene.  The'  ftones,  carefully  picked 
from  off  th^  ground,  ferve  to  inclofe  the  fields 
and  every  bit  of  earthy  not  wanted  in  the  road^ 
is  carried  to  fuch  fpots  as  may  require  it ;  not 
an  inch  of  land  is  untilled»  and  the  fteepeli: 
hills  are  pjanted  with  olive-trees  to  the  very 
fummits*  The  diftaqce  from  Preficcie  to  the 
Cape  is  no  more  than  nine  miles,  and  yet  we 
pafied  through  fix  villages,  and  faw  more  than 
twenty  others,  on  pne  fide  or  the  other.  Thd 
main  produ6tions  of  this  country  are  qII^  and 
wine  (which  lafl,  in  this  diflrift,  is  not  fweet, 
but  extremely  good),  together  with  tobacco^ 
which  is  deemed  the  beft  in  Italy.  It  is  planted 
as  in  Alface,  tranfplanted  in  April,  and  gra- 
dually ftripped  of  its  leaves,  which  ^r^  dried  in 
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(he  ftertde,  and  placed  in  a  liea|>>  but  ^&ftt 
moiftenei.  The  beft  fort  ef  inviS  is  mad« 
df  tht  p<54nfe  of  the  leaws,*  whicb  ate  grdund^ 
after  being'  dried  in  oren^.  Epicureati  noks 
reckon  this  fimff  ^  great  delicacy ;  but  to  me, 
ft  appeared  too  yellow,  ilrtmg,  and  dry.  Sonie 
coarfe  muflins  are  manufaftured  from  the  tot-* 
ton  trhich  is  produced  in  this  neighbourhood ; 
and  much  flax  ia  cultivated  here>  cbiefljr^n 
account  of  the  feed^  which  iai  exported  to  Ve-^ 
nice  and  Triefte* 

Not  in  pilgrimage  to  the  miraculous  image- 
that  is  worlhlpped  in  the  church,  upon  the 
extreme  point  of  the  Cape,  did  we  eomd 
hither,  as  probably  the  good  people  of  the 
country  fuppofed :  the  idea  of  placing  God> 
temple  upon  fuch  a  point,  however,  pleafcd 
me  much ;  and  the  lofty  chapel  feemed  to  fay 
to  the  fea,  in  the  name  of  him  who  is  there 
adored,  ^'  Thus  for,  and  no  farther,  ftialt  thou 
go.**  When  I  reached  the  extremity  of  the 
Cape,  my  eyes  traverfed  the  wide  furface  of 
the  fea,  and  I  declaimed  to  my  companion, 

"The 
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^  Th»  pmtid  xnoatitaiRS  are  m  fight !''  S  wevw 
ei^KDyed  ^eater  delight  tlisn  upon  thid  ^coi-^ 
fion  f  for  osy  fpirit  raifing:  Meii  over  the  fifowy 
tops  of  the  terrible  Acroceraunia3  admired  tbtf 
cradle  of  the  adventurous  cofiqueror  dF  Indiay 
and  wandered  through  the  beautiful  Vale  of 
Tempe,  and  over  the  divinely  inhabited  0!y  to- 
pus,  to  the  birth-place  of  the  noble  Epamje 
aondas^  ^m  whence  it  hailened  to  the  ever 
memorable  AfhenSi  the  oentral  point  of  free-- 
dom,  and  the  native  country  of  arts  and  £ci^ 
ences  $  bothing  but  the  memory  of  Timoleon 
eoudd  retain  H  over  the  proud  Corinth,  for 
Leonidat  and  a  troop  of  heroes  beckoned  to  it 
from  the  banks  df  Eurotaa^  weary  with  it9 
flighty  it  refted  upon  the  bmocent  plains  oi 
Arcadia^  wheii  a  gloomy  hermit  awakened  too 
^ut  of  my  dream.  The  images  of  fbriHer  times 
vaniflied  from  before  me^  like  the  fata  mor- 
gana before  the  enchanted  traveller  uponrthg 
winding  fliores  of  Meflina^^    The. appearance 

*  Biydott^s  Letters,  and  Fadier  MSna&'^  Treatife,  wtti 
beft  explain  the  aamitdf  the  ftuiMgafia.  ;  3 

See  alfo  Count  Bordi's  Letters  opon  Sicily,  v*  i.  p.  45.    A* 
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of  the  hermit  compleatlydeftroyed  theillufidn; 
aod  a  cxmipartfon  of  thofe  time^,  with  the  now 
blltn  and  unhappy  fiate  of  Greece,  filled  me 
with  afflli6lion.  I  turned  from  the  fea-fliore, 
$nd  &  a  melancholy  mood  purfued  my  way 
back,  thbirgh  not  without  cafting  many  a  wilh- 
ful  look  upon  thofe  diftant  and  intereftmg 
mountains.  About  noon  we  reached  Pre- 
ficcie,  where  we  found  a  dinner  provided  for 
us  by  the  friendly  monks,  of  whom  we  after- 
wards took  leave,  and  proceeded  towards  Oal-^ 
lipoli,  eighteen  mil^s  from  repficcie.  I  cannot 
filcntly  pafs  over  th?  ingratitude  and  injuftice 
of  thofe  modem  Princes,  who  are  fo  little  fcru- 
pulous  in  the  fuppreffion  of  convents,  as  to 
claim  a  right  of  aimihilating  all,  becaufe  fome 
orders  are  prejudicial  to  a  well-dirc£led  go- 
vernment; and  becaufe  others,  and  but  too 
many,  are  totally  ufelefs  to  fociety.  Some  re- 
gard ought  to  be  paid  to  the  fervices  which, 
in  all  ages,  mankind  has  derived  from  the 
monaftic  inftituti<^ ;  for  to  monks  are  we  in- 
^bt^  for  the  cultivation  of  fo  many  and  fuch 

'  cxtenfive 
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extenfive  wafies>  aiidfortlie  foundation  of  fo 
many  towns  and  villages ;' to  them  do  we  owe 
the  civilization  of  fomany^  barbarous  nations, 
whoj  if  not  made  happier  themfeiviejs,  have  at 
leaii  been  rendered  more  ufeful  to  the  Euro- 
peans; and  to  monks  are  we  infinitely  be«^ 
holden  for  the  prefervation,  and  manufcript 
copies,  of  the  admirable  works  g(  the  an- 
cients,  the.  only  true  antidote  againft  the  mut- 
tifarious  trafh  of  modem  times.  Even  now 
the  traveller,  defirous  of  collefting  ufeful  know- 
ledge, and  exploring  the  paths  of  fcience,  would 
fail  in  his  purfuits  in  fome  of  the  yet  half  wild 
countries  of  Europe,  if  the  hofpitable  eonvent 
did  not  receive  and  affift  him  in  the  attainment 
of  his  obje£i.  My  journey  in  this  kingdom  has 
fumiihed  me  with  fufficient  teftimonies  of  the 
proof  of  this  aflertlon;  nor  can  I  deny  that 
the  perfecution  fet  on  foot  againft  the  monaftic 
orders  has  frequently  afflifled  me.  Convi^ion 
is  the  only  true  road  to  happinefs ;  and  if  a 
weak  or  gloomy  mind  imagine  that  happinefs 
is  only  to  be  found  in  folitude,  and  if  a  rich 

man. 
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niiK>»  of  ajgpdkr  4il^t|pi^  tl»b^^0Mt1^  (^ 
fik  his  duty  IB  pravidifi|t  hyn  iw^^.^  ^pw^ite- 
Bance  aiid  r^jQd^npit^  I  ^q  jD9^  iee  .^ijdjar  v^aft 
pret^Ace  tbf  prince  can  tram^e  upoa-the 
cenvifiicfn.  of:  llie  oae,.  or  tibe  prc^erty  of  ^ 
^ber.  ft  d^ikbtleft.  b^ve3  a  ^wife  cegent  tp 
take  care  tbat  abufes  he  pFevaited>  and  ibat 
nothing  feaadakms  be  fiiffieced  in  the  fiaite$ 
but  ^is  neikher  authorife^  injuftice,  nor  the 
OKtirpaliQii  of  die  whole  tree^  becguib  one  oi 
the  branches  \a  corrupted.  J  ti^vik  however 
that  m^thodfi  might  be  adopted  for  the  pun- 
pofe  of  rendering  t W  monaftic  orders  fervice- 
able  in  the  prefent  times^  1^  ^ntrufting  theia 
with  charges  worthy  of  religious  fbcieties,  fuch 
as  the  education  of  youth,  the  care  of  the  iick 
poor,  and  the  reception^nd  recovery  of  necef- 
fitous  and  ailing  travcHers,  efpecialFy  in  dif- 
trififcs  at  a  remote diftancefrom  tawns.  Agri^ 
culture  and.  the  fciences  would  alfo  iseceive 
advantage  from  the  religious  orders,  if  princes 
were  more  inclined  to  reform,  than  to  deffaro^r 
them. 

Ill 


ift  joun^ngtowaiKibiGhsllipofi^  vk  itgain 
fsdredthmugh  tbe  lordfypofAquari^ipHych 
fadon^to  tiieluR]£?  of  Caflano  Arragooa^  md 
isimie  oTlhi^fewfiD  ^e  kingdom  that  Kcm^ 
io^  mftterid  )beiiefit  !6ram  the  proprietors.  S^ 
veoiliAtiie^Jbaye  beQn  latigJy  ^ere^bed-^.  ant^  the 
humane  condu£t  of  the  owner  continual)}r-ii^ ' 
creafes  the  numb<pt:  of  his  vaffals.  Upwards  of 
800  ducats-^r{jf  1 5p)— 'are  annually  cleared  here 
by  the  manufa£ture  and  fale  of  balkets  m^de 
of  reeds* 

From  hence  the  road  follows  the  courfe  of 
the  valley,  which  is  formed  by  the  hills  upon 
the  coaft,  and  by  thofe  which  we  had  previouily 
croffed.  The  fouthern  acclivities  of  the  latter 
are  ftrewed  with  towns  and  villages ;  but  ex^ 
ccpt  the  territory  of  Ugento,  the  road  traverfes  / 
one  continued  and  unprofitable  machia,  as  fai^ 
as  GalHpoli.  Ugento,  the  Uccentum  of  the 
ancients,  contains  fome  very  trifling  veftages 
of  antiquity.  Hiftory  tells  us  that  fev(jral  fa- 
mous cities  ftourilhed  in  this  traft  of  land  5  but 
the  demon,  of  tkfolation  muft  have  lai(d  theni 

waftct 
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wafie,  there  being  few  or  no  traces  of  t&elf 
exiftence.  Sybaris,  ThuiiiuDy  Locris^  and  fe* 
veral  others,  fiimifli  ti6  with  aftonifiudg  exani'' 
pies  of  the  total  annihilation  of  the  many 
great,  opulent,  and  mighQr  cities  that  once' 
exilled  upon  the  eaftem  eoaft  of  this  king« 
dom.j 

<'  CadoA le  tittk^  Cadon  g^  kegnii 
Sol  rUom  di  cader  par  che  fi  fdegiuu*' 

Late  m  the  evening  we  arrived  at  Gallipoli, 
and  were  received  with  all  imaginable  civility 
by  the  perfons  to  whom  we  were  recoitiiiiend* 
ed.  Callipoli  is  a  finall  town,  with  narrow^ 
dirty  greets,  containing  about  7000  inhabitants, 
and  is  fmguhrly  feated  upon  a  rock  in  the 
fca,  connefted  with  the  main  land  by  a  long 
ftone  bridge.  Although  it  has  neither  a  har- 
bour, nor  even  a  fafe  road  for  Ihipping,  it 
carries  on  a  greater  trade  than  any  town  in 
the  kingdom.  More  than  150,000  falme  of 
oil  are  annually  exported ;  and  40,000  falme 
are  coaiftantly  kept  in  the  magazines,  which 

are 


tfcAVfcit  to  srAPJL:Ei;  t^i 

ttre  hollowed  out  oiF  the  rock^.  The  Englifli 
almie  annually  fend  forty  (hips  to  this  {>6rt. 
Gallipoli  is  certainly  a-  phaenomenon  iamongft 
the  aiiximerctdl  town^^  knd  it  is  ihconcelyabie 
hotr  thb  floUrifliiiig  trade  is  kept  Up*  for,  firft^ 
klmbft  all  the  merchants  are  only  agents  f6r 
the  great  houfes  at  Naples,  Gemoa,  and  Leg*" 
horn.  Thefe  agents  purcHaie  the  oil  of  the 
difibreiit  proprietor!  in  the  province,  and  ei^ 
tliet  fend  it  to  t^eir  principals,  or  (hip  it  off  td 
Uollandi  and  the  Baltic  fea^  chiefly  on  board 
Eiiglifli  teffels.  Secondly,  the  Importation  con- 
lifts  iii  nothing  but  grocetyi  and  a  few  articles 
of  luxury:  Thirdly;  the  oil  is  loaded  with  a 
moft  exorbitant  tax,  on  exportation  j  for  a 
falma>  which  is  purchafed  for  20  or  25  ducats' 
(from — ^3;  t^s.  tO;C4-  ^3^*  9^) — P^7^  feven 
ducats— j^  1 .  6^.  ^d.) — ^to  the  King/  Fourthly  j 
thcJ  Mads  leading  to  Gallipoli  are  the  worft  in 
the  kingdom ;  and  yet  the  main  produ£lion  or 
the  country  is  carried  almoft  exclufively  to  that 

f  Bat  ice  Swrnhinie.  VoL  ii.    A, 
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place.  The  road  for  (hif^ing  too  is  fo  daii*^ 
gerou9»  that  three  or  four  reflels  perifh  there 
ilmoft  every  year ;  and  yet  fliips  are  continu- 
ally lying  there  at  anchor.  All  thefe  circum- 
fiances  muft  neceflfarily  appear  fingular^  efpe- 
dally  when  it  is  confidered,  that  the. large 
fums  raifed  by  the  provinces  as  road  money, 
are  not  employed  in  places  where  they  would 
be  moft  ferviceable  to  the  King  and  his  fub* 
jeds>  md  when  it  is  remembered  how  much 

money  has  been  laviflied  at  Brindifi»  which  oa. 
account  of  the  prefent  defolation  of  its  terri- 
tory, cannot  eafily  be  ^converted  into  what  Galr 
lipoli  now  is.  But  it  is  ftill  more  extraordi- 
nary, that  about  ten  years  fince  the  merchants 
of  Gallipoli  raifed  a  voluntary  contribution  for 
the  purpofe  of  forming  a  mole,  which  would 
have  given  feme  fecurity  to  the  road,  but  which 
has  never  been  compleated ;  and  that  the  fame 
merchants  have  fince  in  vain  requefted,  as  a 
favour^  that  they  might  employ  the  refidue  of 
the  money  in  full  execution  of  the  plan. 

The  town  jdontains  nothing  remarkable  ex- 
cept 


ttpt  k  mnxkvhStory  of  muflms^  which  Ms  at- 
tained a  coi^derable  degree  of  perfe^on^  and 
is  confequentl^of  nofmall  benefit  to  the  coux^ 
try^  the  cotton  being  fpun  in  the  adjacent 
villages^ 

I  Was  principally  induced  to  vifit  GallipoU 
by  the  defire  of  becoming  acquainted  with  Dn 
Don  Giovanni  Pfefta^  who  has  irendered  him« 
felf  celebrated  by  his  experiments  relative  tp 
the  better  cultivation  of  the  olive-tree>  and  tfa^ 
extra£^ion  of  the  oiL  No  one  will,  I  hope,  be 
difpleafed  at  my  relating  the  method  in  which 
the  olive  tree  is  cultivated,  and  the  oil  prepared^ 
in  Calabria,  and  the  provinces  of  the  Neapoli* 
tan  kingdom.  My  information  as  to  thefe 
environs  is  derived  firom  Dr.  Prefta,  and  my 
ccunpanion  Dr^  Manni  i  and  as  to  the  other 
provinces,  I  have  in  part  coUe^ed  it  upon  the 
QK>t,  and  in  part  taken  it  from  the  uiefiil  pub^ 
lication  of  theMarquis  Grimaldi*. 

*  I  ftrazioni  fulla  nuova  manifiittiini  ddl*  olioi  kiftodbttm 
aeUa  Calabrit,  dal  Marchele  Domenico  OHinaldi  di  MiflU 
menu  Naplesi  1773,  qaaitx>,  with  thxee  plates*  A  book  of 
confiderable  merit  and  infimnatioiu 

M  2  I  have 
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I  kP!P.^^7  m^tifif^i  th«t  Id  journeying 
frpin  ^apkiiib  the  oUva^tcee  is&i^  f^ett  betweea 
Tr^m  w4,  Molfettt)  and  although  f^xtenfivc 
^Tf^^  of.lwd  in  the  province  of  L^cce  have; 
been  entirely  defpoiled  of  that  tree,  the-  boon- 
if^  paiqud  be  drawn  from  thence.  In  the 
Twra;  4i..  JM^TOTQi  ^^ciaUy  at  Venafrp 
andi.G^^*  9i«ch  attention' is  alfo  paid  to 
this  branch  of  cultivation  j  but  the  two  princi* 
l^itji^pf  Qalabtia,  and  the  province  in  whicjb 
l^QWaW,  are  by.  fiar  the  ipoft  frnitfojoliyc 
Q0Uatrle«^  The  plains  fituated  near  the  fea, 
and  (heltei^d  by  i»Quntain§;tp  the?  Nwthifeem 
to,  bf  T*ry  fuitable  to  the  olive-tree,  even 
t]^iigh.  th^  immediate  effect  of  the  fea  air  is 
prejudicial  to  it.  A  dry  flope,  expofed  to  the 
South,  and  ihe}tered  as  much  as  poflible  from 
wind^,  appears  the  mofl-  eligible  pofition ;  and 
if  the  fpil  be  a  lightifh  clay,  dry^  and  rather 
ftony,  fuccefs  may  be  relied  upon*.     Upon 

•^.  JMfficiies  primiimtieitae,  coUeiqae  miligni, 
'Cliah'itbi  Argiiia^  et  domofig  calculus  arvis, 
FftUaBift  gtadcat  fylva  vivacis  oUvae. 

Vmc.  Gcorg.  Kb*  ii.  v*  tyq^ 
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the  hSUb  uideed  they  bear  Ms :  thaw  upon 
the  rich  and  greafy  plains ;  but  the  de&ienc]r 
i&qmntityi^  compei:)(ated  by  the  fuperkir  qua- 
lity of  tlie  oil.  Tbi^i$  exemplified  in  the 
ea£e  of  the  hills  near  PTeiH:cie^  and  the  plain  of 
Taranto;  the  former  yielding  lefs^  but  the  c>il 
being  excellentj  and  the  ktter  giving  a  great 
quantity^  for  the  moil  pArt  oply  fit  to  be  uied 
io  manufaftoriefir 

The  olive-tree  is  here  propagated,  either  by 
-  grafting  hy  iKps,  or  by  runners  frora  the  matter 

Ok9  maxinse  toIKbos  fiecis  tt  aigillofis  gat^det*  At  hiu 
P^^f^o^  ct  langoibiw  h^  fioodis  fioc  ffufta  aft  it. 

CoLUMELLAflib.  iii.  c*,i7« 

Qeodfi  OUveftimfao  loco  £icere  voluerisy  haec  genera  ter« 
laniin  feqaeris,-  Tenam  cm  mixta  fit  Glaiea»  ant  Cietam 
iabulonia  coijanMoiie  lefolQUm^  aqt  p|<%;nexa  fabu« 
lonem  atit  terratn  natarao  denfiores  ant  humidie.  Cieta 
igaliofliaino  repndiainda  eft  ct  nligtnolai  et  inqaa  iesiper 
Immor  affifiitj  et  fabnlo  ssacei  et  nnda  Glarea  «  «  •  •  Locia 
^eftnofis  feptentrioiudi  colle^  frigidis  meridiaqogande^mediil 
^livu  deledar, 

PA]^trAD.13xU!*t^lS» 

la  calidQ  et  piogui  fblo  ladinm  msyotem  Sakatinam. 

Cato«  lib*  vu 

SpeAaie  direta  in  favonlnm  loco  expofito  folibus  cenfet. 
Pi.f  M.  H.  K.  Ub,  xvw  c.  J. 
M  3  roots. 
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tree  is  hpnoiired  with  more  attention  than  i|| 
any  other  part  of  the  kingdom.     The  Prince 
pf  Francavi^a  had  indeed  eflablifhed  a  nurfery^ 
but  after  his  death  it  was  fu^ered  to  go  tp 
^ecay^  i^otwithftanding  he^  as  well  as  the  whole 
country,  derived  the  greateft  benefit  therefrom. 
In  the  prppagation  of  the  olive-tree,  lefe  afe 
tentipn  is  paid  tq  the  quality  of  the  olive  than 
ought  to  be  fhewn  to  that  article ;  for  here,  as 
amongft  other  kinds  of  fruit-trees,  we  ihal^ 
find  fevcral  varieties,  efpecially  if  we  are  go- 
verned by  their  different  appellations*    Bu^ 
^efides  that,  ahnoft  every  town  has  its  own,  per 
culiar  term  for  one  and  the  fame  fort  j^  bo- 
tanizers  deplare  that  the  varieties  are  vwy  tri-! 
fling,  although  the  nature  of  the  climate,  and 
the  mode  of  cultivation,  affuredly  occafion  fome 
fort  of  diftinftion.    It  is  certain,  however,  that 
the  woods  and  uncultivated  places  produce  a 
tree  called  by  the  p^fantry  iTermete  and  Oli- 
vaftro,  which  entirely  correfponds   with  the 
Ofea  Europaea,  and  brings  forth  a  great  quantity 
of  fruit,  which  is  oply  half  the  fize  of  that  pro- 
duced 
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^ced  by  jin  engrafted  olive-tree.  From  thefe 
wild  tree^,  when  improved  by  cultivatiQn,  pro^ 
bably  fpring  die  numberlefs  varieties,  which 
are  to  be  found  in  this  kingdom,  and  of  which 
Dr.  Prefta  mentions  fcveral  in  the  quarto  edi-? 
ticm  of  his  "  Memoria  intorno  a|  Seflanta  due 
|aggi  d'OgUo  prefentati  alia  Maefta  del  JR.e 
(ii  Napoli,"  publifhed  at  Naples  in  1778. 
Amongft  them  he  principally  diftinguiihes  only 
two  kinds,  called  at  Gallxpoli,  Ogliarola,  and 
Cellins^j  from  whofp  fruit  he  extra£ted  a  di(^ 
^milar  ofU  although  \\e  at  the  fame  time  allows 
the  difference  to  be  inconfiderable.  The  for-» 
jner  correfponds  with  that  which  the  ancients 
termed  Salentina^;  and  its  fruit  is  by  far  the 
b^ft  in  quality,  as  well  as  the  moft  common  in 
the  province  j  but  the  tree  that  bears  it  is  fubjeft 
to  the  blight^  or  Brufca.  TThis  olive  is  commonly 
nine  lines  long,  fix  lines  thick^^  fomewhat  eurv^ 

^  Tbc  pravince  of  Lecce  it  ftiU  ^led  Sakikioa^  AU 
though  few  Of  ao  traces  of  the  old  town  of  Sakiitaiiiare  to 
4)6  mt  witb|  it  it  Tcty  ipiobable  that  it  was  fituated  near  the 
fea  beweeo  Taranto  aod  Gft]li|>c4s« 

ed. 
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ed,  of  a  brownifh  hue,  and  black  when  it  is 
perfeQly  ripe  5  It  weighs  between  30  and  40 
grains,  including  the  ftone,  which  is  almoft 
imooth,and  weighs  about  iix  or  eight  grain^. 

The  other  fort  called  Cellina,  is,  after  the 
above,  the  moft  common :  but  has  many  difFe- 
rent  appellations,  as  Uliva  di  Nardo,  Cafcirolo, 
Mifciana,  and  others  5  and  Columella  is  faid 
to  mention  it  by  the  name  of  Oleaftellum*; 
This  olive  is  commonly  eight  lines  long,  fix 
broad,  and  has  a  very  light  ftone.  At  firft  it 
appears  as  if  covered  with  a  fihrery  fort  of 
crape,  but  becomes  quite  black  when  it  is  ripe ; 
it  yields  lefs  than  the  foregoing,  and  the  oil 
fooner  turns  rancid.  The  tree  which  bears 
this  olive,  is  now  very  generally  cultivated,  it 

*  Grimaldi  enumerates  the  ten  forts  of  olives  mentioned 
hy  Colamella  ;^ut  amongft  them  I  find  neither  the  OleafteU 
lum  nor  the  th:e  Salentina  ;  which  latter  is  however  mention* 
ed  by  Cato  a^d  Pliny.  There  feems  to  me  to  be  as  much 
confufion  abovt  the  olives^  as  about  the  grapes ;  but  the  ex* 
pert  cultivators  of  the  olive-treci  declare,  what  I  before  re- 
marked, that  the  difierence  between  the  olives  is  by  far  more 
trifling  than  it  is  between  other  fruits. 

being 
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being  lefs  fubje€t  to  difeafes^  and  particularly 
to  the  Brufca. 

The  procefs  of  cultivating  the  olive-tree 
confifts>  firft  in  ftirring  the  ground  around  the 
tree.  This  is  done  at  the  beginning  of  the  year, 
when  the  earth  is  dug  five  or  fix  feet  around 
the  trunk  of  the  tree,  to  a  certain  depth,  and 
fome  fine  manure  is  put  to  thp^roots  ;but  very  ju« 
dicious  cultivators  will  not  allow  of  the  manure, 
and  fay  that  it  is  prejudicial  to  the  quality  of 
the  oiP.  Only  the  trees  upon  the  hills  and 
fallow  grounds  are  treated  as  above  i  the  earth 
around  thofe  upon  the  plains  being  fufficiently 
ftirred  in  the  tillage  of  the  land, 

^  Tht  aadenti  manmcd  their  otive-trect ;  but  ask  ap*. 
petn  diat  ihcy  weie  chiefly  planted  b  cultivated  fields  ^ 
earth  was  ftintd  bjr  the  tillage  of  the  field, 

Ac  tertio  qooqoe  fiao  id  pabulandss  faot  6km»  Aujm 
cadem  latione  ftercoiabitor  olivetmn,  qua  in  lib,  ii»  pro* 
pofoi ;  tamen  legetibos  profpicietar.  Ac  fi  ipfis  tantnm* 
■Mdoaiboribusiatis  ferva?esis;  fingnlis  fteaeoris  Capiiid 
ftx  libris  ficct  modii  fingnli  vd  Aomiea  infingolis.  Coiw 
ditom  fterens  Antnmno  debit  injid  oc  per  byenii  ladicas 
€km  calefiictat.  • 

CoLUM.fikvitC.  7* 

Far 
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]Far  more  difficult  is  the  next  operation  o^ 
pruning,  which  is  beft  underftood  by,  the  i|i# 
habitants  of  the  environs  of  Taranto,  and  et 
peciidly  by  thofe  of  Mazafira,  who  are  uiiiver* 
fally  employed.  Trees  that  do  not  (hoot  very 
fi^fi.,are  pruned  in  December  ;  and  fuch  as  are 
plated  in  a  very  rich  foil,  undergo  that  opera* 
tion  in  the  fpring.  The  principal  ri4e  feems 
to  be,  to  fuffer  but  few  contrical  branches,  to 
Jet  in  as  much  air  as  poffible  to  the  interior  of 
the  crown,  and  to  forip  it  more  in  breadth 
Mid  rotundity  than  in  height.  But  I  doubt 
whether  the  true  principles  of  pruning  be  un- 
derftood here ;  and  indeed  in  fom(?  parts  of 
this  province,  efpecially  near  LfCCce,  the  trees, 
being  never  pruned  at  all,  attain  a  very  unufual 
height,  and  yield  but  very  little  fruit*. 

*  In  Calabria  they  ^  not  only  ignorant  of  pruning,  bi^t 
are  univerfally  perfuaded  that  he  who  cuts  off*  a  fingle  branch 
of  an  olive  tree  merits  excommunication.  This  is  not  fo 
much  the  invention  of  fuperftition,  as  of  an  ill  underftood  in- 
tcieft,  for  the  purpofe  of  preventing  theft.  Partly  upon  this 
account  J  and  partly  becaufe  the  trees  are  planted  near  to- 
each  other,  and  without  order,  the  olive-trees  in  Calabriai 


-  pr.J?rd3tatriedjhje  experiment  of  pruning 
and  treating  his  trees  like  efpaliers,  widi  con* 
fiderable  fucceJ^.  .  ,-   ../^ 

.  Th^  pl^ve^trees  ufually  bloffom  in '*  ^fe^jg^ 
Ifk  O^lober.tl:^  ^it  begins  to  ripen  $  but  doei} 
lK>t  reach  it?,  full  p^rfe§kio|i  until Peqember, 
when  tike  (kin,  the  pulpi  di^dftbet  furfac^  of  tbq 

iAe  tcftnAtihly  tofty,  and  afbrefl:  there'exhibits  a  fdeinn^ 
^bon^  foftofitsenefffj  woftihy-of  the  wild  Calabriansu  t 
was  much  better  pleafed  with  the  trees  planted  in  rows;  and 
at  proper  diftances,  and  though  lowj  yet  regularly  pruned^ 
that  cover  die  Taientine  plains*       = 

The  Romans  feem  alfo  to  have  been  veiy  fparing  of  the 
pnining  haok* 

Contra^  non  ullaeft  Oleis  cultiira ;  neque  ills 
Froeorram  expedant  falcem  raftrolque  te&acesit 
Cu^i  fepel  hsferunt  Arvis,  auraf<|ue  talerunt^ 

ViRG.  Georg.  lib.  ii.  y*  420* 
Quit!  etiam  compluribus  interpodtis  annis  oliretum  putan* 
dam  eft.  :  Nam  yetcris  proveibii  memiaifTe  conrenit.  Sum 
qui  aret  olivetum^  rogaie  fru^um;  qui  ftercoreti  exorar^; 
qui  caedaty  cogere.  Q^od  tamen  fatis  erit  o^avo  anno 
feciflej  ne  frudnarii  rami  Aib  inde  ampntentur.  Soltat  etiam 
quamyis  li^  arbores  frudum  non  afferre. 

CoLUM.  lib.vi.c.  7« 
Olivetum  diebos  quindecim  ante  CEquinoftium  veraum  in- 
ajnto  police*    Ex  «o  diet  dies  quadraginu  qi^aqae  4eoQ» 
putabii^te« 

Cato«  cap*  44* 

done 
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ftone  becomes  black.  At  that  period  thtf 
yield  the  bcft  oil ;  zxiA  although  in  many  places 
the  olives  ate  feen  hanging  upon  the  trees 
itiita  the  beginning  of  April,  it  is  extrtiiiely 
detriment^  to  the  quility  o(  the  oil,  if  the 
olives  are  allowed  to  nemaitl  upoti  the  trees 
later  than  the  clofe  of  December.  Before  the 
ftone  is  hard,  which  takes  place  in  Auguft,  no 
preflure  whatever  can  force  any  oil  out  of  the 
fruit.  Although  green  in  Oftober,  they  are 
quite  ripe  enough  for  the  table  5  aftd  in  No- 
vember they  aflume  a  reddifti  hue,  but  are 
fiill  too  acrid  to  produce  oil  of  the  beft  quality. 
At  that  time  indeed  a  certain  fort  of  oil,  called 
Oglio  Onfacino,  is  extrafted  from  theni,  but 
is  only  ufed  for  particular  purpofes.  According 
to  Diofcorides  Mat.  Med.  lib.  i.  cap.  27.  this 
6il  was  likewife  prepared  by  the  ancients,  who 
knew  how  to  give  it  a  white  colour*  its  natural 
one  being  a  greenifli  yellow.  It  was  by  them 
confidered  as  the  beft  oil ;  but  they  muft  have 
poflefled  a  method  of  preparing  and  colouring  it^ 
which  is  now  loft;  for  notwithftanding  Dr. 

Prefta 
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Prcfta  has  with  infinite  attention  tried  every 
method  of  making  it,  the  oil  has  always  turned 
(harp,  and  been  of  a  greenifti  yellow  colour* 
The    Oleum  ftriflivum  of  the  ancients  was 
prepared  from  olives,  which  having  attained 
a    middle  ftate  of    maturity,    were    neither 
green  nor  black,  but  fpotted  in  a  very  par- 
ticular manner.    In  fome  of  the  environs  of 
Taranto,  they  wait  imtil  the  olives   fall   to 
the  ground,  before  they  gather  them ;  fo  that 
the    harveft  lafts  from  the   end  of  0£lober 
until  the  end  of  March*.      But  at  Taranto 

*  The  ancient  inhabitant!  of  Italy  were  mnch  more  atten*» 
five  to  the  mode  of  gathering  the  oliveiy  than  the  modems* 
The  forty-ninth  chapter  of  Colamella'8  1 3th  book  will  teach, 
as  well  the  method  of  gathering  the  olives,  as  that  of  making 
the  oiL 

Olea  nbi  nfatara  erit  qaam  primum  cogi  oportet,  qnam 
minimum  in  terra  et  in  tabulato  efle  oportet.  In  terra  et 
in  tabalato  potrefcit.  Legali  volant,  obi  Olea  cadoca  qaa^ 
plarima  fit,  qao  pins  legaetnr.  Fa^res  ut  in  tabalato  din  fit,- 
at  fracida  fit  qao  facilios  efficiant.  Nolite  credere,  oleum 
in  tabolato  crefcere  po&*  Qgam  citiflime  conficies,  tarn 
maxime  expediet;  et  totidiem  modiis  coUedbe  plus  olei 
efficient  et  melius.  Olea  quae  din  fuerit  in  terra  ant  in 
tabulato,  inde  minus  fiet  olei  et  deterius.  Okum  fi  poteris 
bis  in  die  depleto ;  nam  oleum  quod  diutiffime  in  Amurca  et 
in  fracibus  erat,  Um  deterrimum  erit.         Cato*  cap.  64. 

I  copied 
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therein ;  but  fuch  expenfive  works  can  only  be 
undertaken  by  very  opulent  proprietors. 

The  oiI-miHsi  called  trappeti,  are  g(  two 
kinds;  one  which  has  been  in  common  ufe 
for  a  long  period  of  time  5  and  another  that 
was  found  in  the  overwhelmed  town  of  Stabia,. 
and  has  been  improved  by  Lavegha.    The  firft 
Confi{fe  of  a  foKd  piece  of  limeftdne,  or  maiy 
We,  fafliioned  Kke  a  mill*ftone,  feven  palms  in 
diameter,  and  two  in  thicknefs  ;  this  vertical 
fort  of  wheel  is  placid  upright  upon  a  round, 
ffat  (teii^,  from  fix  to  feven  palms  in  diameter, 
which  has  ^  raifed  border,  and  is  fixed  upon  a 
pededal  four  palms  high.  From  the  bottom  of: 
this  ftone  rifes  a  moveable  cylinder,  from  which 
an  axle  extends  into  the  centre  of  the  upright 
ftone,  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  it  can  turn  round, 
as  in  the  nave  of  a  wheel.     An  afs  being  har- 
neffed  to  a  bar,  that  ftretches  alfo  from  the 
cjjlinder  acrofs  the  wheel,  gives  motion  both 
t^T;  the  cylinder  and  the  wheel,  whofe  weight 
cruihes  the  olives  upon  the  ftone  beneath.    Of 

the 
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the  Other  machine,  which  was  found  under  the 
ruins  of  iStabia,  and  has  been  improved  and 
rendered  fit  for  prefent  ufe  by  Lavegha^  I 
have  given  as  corre£t  a  reprefentation  as  a 
hurried  drawing  would  permit  (See  Plate  III.) 
Jt  confifts  of  a  round  pedeftal,  four  or  five 
palms  high,  in  which  is  fixed  a  concave  he- 
mifphere,  of  lava,  or  other  very  hard  ftone, 
two  palms  deep  in  the  middle,  and  feven  and 
an  half  in  diameter,  including  the  brim,  which 
is  one  palm  and  an  half  broad.  From  the 
centre  of  this  hemifphere  rifes  a  moveable 
cylinder,  whofe  upper  end  is  let  into  a  crofs^ 
beam,  in  which  alfo  it  moves  around.  At  a 
certain  diftance  from  the  lower  end,  a  very 
ilrong  ipMi  axle  paffes  through  the  cylinder  j 
'upon  each  fide  of  which  a  piece  of  lav^^  of  an. 
hemifphdrical  form,  is  placed,  fo  that  the  axle 
pafTes  them  far  enough  for  nuts  to  be  fixed  at 
the  ends  c#it,  isk  fuch  a  matuier,  that  the  two 
fegments  m^iy  be  moved  at  pleafure,  to  or 
from  the  cylinder.  The  convexity  of  thefe 
fegments,  which,  vrhen  uixited,  are  four  piUms 

N  2  in 
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in.  diameter,  exaftly  coincides  with  the  con-« 
cavity  of  the  mortar,  from  which  theTegments 
caij  however  be  withdrawn  by  means  of  the 
nuts.     In  the  fpace  between  the  fegments  are 
two  iroa  ihftriiments,  of  which  one  is  inferted 
in  either  ftone;  the  one  is  in  the  form  of  a 
fickle,  and  keep  the  olives  under  the  fegments; 
and  the  other  fcratches  off  the  thick  pulp  that 
adheres  to  Ihem.     A  hole  is  cut  through  one 
fide  of  the  concave  ftone,  and  furniflied  with  ^ 
cork,  which,  when  the  olives  are  fufficiently 
cruflied,  is  drawn  out,  and  the  motion  of  the 
machine  forces  out  the  pulp;  when  frefti  olives 
,  are  thrbwn  into  the  mill.     The  advantage  of 
this  oil-mill  over  the  other,  confifts  in  its  requir- 
ing fewer  hands,  and  in  (hortening  the  time  of 
grinding.    For  with  the  common  machine,  one 
man  is  conftantly  employed  in  replacing  under 
the  mill-ftone  fuch  olives  as  fall  out,  and  in 
taking  out  the  pulp,  before  he  can  pit  in  frefh 
fruit.     Somewhat  lefs  oil.is  perhaps  produced 
by  Lavegha's  mill ;  but  this  defe£l  is  amply 
remedied  by  the  fuperior  quality  of  the  oil  i 
.-       '  for 
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for  as  ^  is  mill  poflefles  the  peculiar  advantage 
of  crufliing  the  olive  without  grinding  the  ftore^ 
the  oil  is  free  from  that  raw  and  acrid  fort  of 
tafte,  to  which  the  oil  produced  from  theother 
mill  is  but  too  fubjeft.  In  fliort,  its  numefous 
opponents  can  reproach  it  with  nothing  but 
being  of  more  expenfive  conftrufilion ;  for  their 
other  objeftions,  that  it  yields  much  lefs  oil, 
and  that  their  forefathers  always  made  ufe  of; 
and  were  fatisfied  with  the  common  one,  can 
have  but  little  weight  with  reafonable  people. 
And  with  refpeft  to  the-expence,  it  is  indeed 
certain  that  the  Duke  of  Martina  expended  a 
large  fum  in  the  conftrufilion  of  his  mills  at 
Cafaleretto,  for  which  he  caufed  the  lava  to  hp 
tranfported  by  fea  from  the  foot  of  Mount  Ve^ 
fuvius.to  Taranto;  but  it  is  pot  neceffary  for 
every  one  to  follow  the  example  of  tbat^p^oi 
lent  nobleman,  efpecially  when  it  is  known 
that  the  neighbouring  mountains  of  Calabria 
abound  in  ftone  as  proper  for  the  purpofe  as 
lava  *  &  f.    As  foon  as  the  olives  are  fuffi- 

*  The  oil  millB  in  many  parts  of  Calabria  are  ftili  in  their 
N  3  in* 
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ciently  crufhed,  the  piUlp  is  put  into  a  cylindrt 
Csl  fort  of  ftraw  baftlete,  caUed  fifchioli*, 
placed  one  upon  another,  under  a  prefs,  that 
is  worked  by  four  or  five  men.  When  the  oil 
is  done  running,  warih  water  is,  throwti  upon 

infancy,  being  nothing  more  than  a  hollow  piece  of  wood, 
in  which  the  olives  are  trodden  with  the  feet ;— the  j)ferttrt 
Ctittom^  Biethod  la  the  Ilates  of  Morocco !  Bat  at  Seminarig 
and  in  places  where  ignorance  and  wildnefs  are  not  quite  fo 
flourifhing,  the  oil-mills  refemble  thofe  in  the  province  of 
Lecee,  Orimaldi  made  miany  attempts  to  iinprove  the  oit* 
mills  and  prtfles;  but  X  fear  that  he  has  had  as  few  imitators 
as  the  Duke  of  Martina* 

f  tlie  defcription  which  Catb'  glv'es  6f  the  oil-pfcfffeft  tfkA 
in  iU  time,  and  which  Meiften  has  fo  hgenionfly  expluned, 
jA  his  tieatife  publifhed  at  Gottingen,  in  1764,  '<  Dt 
Torculario  Catouis  vafis  quadrihis,"  induces  me  to  think, 
inth  Dr.  Pitfta,  that  they  were  of  the  fame  kind  as  thofe 
foand  ia  the  niins  ok  Stabia,  and  which  have  been  defcribed 
I)y  Lavegha. 

•  In  Cato*s  time  the  fifchioli  were  alfo  in  ufc,  but  were 
fiot  made  of  fltaw.  Ad  oleam  oogendsm,  q«i«  opus  erant, 
yafentur^  Vincina  matura  falices  per  tempus  Icgantur,  uti 
£t  onde  corbulas  fiant,  et  veteres  farciantur,  f  ibulx  undo 
lant.  Andx  illignex  ulmeae  tiuceas  ficulneae  face,  uti  in 
ftercus  a^tin  AquI  cojiceantun  lode  abi  opus  erit,  fibulas 
facita 

Cato,  cap.  xxxi. 

the 


Ttheil^ets,  which  undergo  a  fetondi  pr&Rxft. 
The-oll  IS  rec^iV^  feifhfer  in  wooden  of  edrtheti 
veffels,  -cwk  erf  which  it  is  peiltfel  kitb  a  de^ 
•brick  dftdrft,  whiere  it  i&iifuaMy^  weH  fafeferrod. 
Gallipoli  is  the  great  magazine  of  the  *<nl 
made  in  this  pirovihoej  and'I  'bav^  already 
»eritio»ed  the  -quaiitity  of  which  4:hat  tot^ 
'vnnvizUy  difpofts.  The  merchants  there  cd- 
-leQ:  it  from  the  Mikbltants,  at  the  atmua?  ave- 
rage price  of  from  twenty-two  to  twetifey-fivc 
ducats^ — (from  ^^4.  is.  6d.  to  jf  4.  1,3^.  9  J.  )^ — a 
falma.  The  beft  tQiJ  is  exported  to  England 
afid  Holland ;  aiad  the'  Genoefe  purchafe  the 
word,  together  with  the  dregs,  for  their  foap 
manufeftories.  I  could  not  with  atiy  precifioh 
,  learn  how  many  falme  of  oil  are  annually  made 
in  this  province;  but  as  I  was  affared  that  ^ 
tree  in  full  vigour  annually  yieljis  ten  tonM)li  of 
olives,  aiKi  thai:  each  tomolo  feldom  produces 
lefs  than  one  ftaia*  of  oil,  the  amount  ftiuft 

*  A  ftaia,  or  liar,  is  equal  to  two  Englifti  pounds.  Six- 
teen {lars  make  a  falma»  which  contains  about  forty  Englifh 
gallons.     A  tomoJo  is  aljout  eighty  pounds  Engliih. 

N  4  neceflarily 
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neceflarily  be  very  great,  particularly  when  vt-e 
recolle£t  that  the  immeafurable  plains  be- 
tween the  Ionian  fea,  and  the  hills  behind 
Martina,  are  one  continued  foreft  of  oHvc- 
tree§*. 

This  ufeful  tree  is  fubjeft  to  various  ene- 
mies and  difeafes,  for  a  (harp  wind  in  the 
^ring  frequently  robs  the  cultivator  of  all 
.  chance  even  of  a  moderate  crop;  and  a  difeafe 
here,  called  la  Brufca,  correfponding  with  oyr 

^  GriniaMi  fays,  thatj  in  a  good  year,  200,000  tomoK 
of  olives  ar«  gathered  at  Seminara  alone.  Thefe  ()rodu€e 
about  QOjppo  cafiti  of  oil,  eac'i  weighing  430  ouncesi  and 
fcteWng  a  ducat  and  an  half— (5/.  yd.i) — upon  the  (pot* 
As  it  is  calculated  that  the  well  cultivated  diftrid  of  Semi- 
nara produces  the  tenth  part  of  the  olives  in  the  whole 
province,  it  follows  that  in  Calabria  Ultra  are  annually  ga- 
thered two  millions  of  tomoli,  which  yield  above  8oo>oco 
cafiiiofoil,  worth  1,200.000  ducata~(/^  2 25,000.) — avaft 
fum  for  one  fingle  article — which  might  however  be  nearly 
doubled  by  more  judicious  management.  Meflina  was  for- 
merly the  (laple  for  the  Calabrian  oil  tirade;  but  the  Englilh 
and  other  veflels  now  caft  anchor  in  the  different  bays,  and 
purchafe  the  oil  of  the  inhabitants.  The  bad  oil,  which 
from  the  negligence  in  niaking,  amounts  to  almoft  the  half 
of  what  is  exported,  is  principally  carried  to  Marfeilles,  and 
ufed  in  the  foap  manufaAories  there* 

blight, 
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Wight,  1^- peculiar  to  the  ^gliarola,  which  it 
ufually  attacks  in  Oftober  and  November, 
when  the  leaves  appear  as  if  burned,  and  fall 
cfF,  together  wjth  the  fruit,:  They  are  alfo 
Extremely  fubjeft  to  a  difeafe  which  efFe£ls 
the  bark,  and  by  which  the  ftem  and  branches 
become  fo  full  of  fcurf  that  the  tree  periihes 
by  degrees* 

Three  forts  of  infe£ls  have  been  mentioned 
to  me,  but  not  exaftly  afcertained,  as  prejudi- 
cial to  the  olive-tree.  A  kind  of  cicada,  not 
to  be  found  in  Linnaeus*,  neftles  in  the  blof- 
fom,  and  envelopes  itfelf  in  a  fort  of  froth, 
like  that  of  the  fpumaria,  fo  that  the  procels 
of  bearing  is  confiderably  impeded,  and  the 
tree  confequently  produces  much  lefs  fruit. 
This  infeft  either  nouriflies  itfelf  with  part  of 
the  fruit,  or  glues  up  the  paflages,  fd  as  to 
hinder  the  fetting  of  the  buds. 

A  chryfalis  is  alfo  fometimes  found  in  the 
ftone,  and  afterwards  turns  to  a  tinea.    And, 

♦  Perhaps  this  infe^  is  the  cicadula  of  Ray,  called  by 
^wammerdaxni  locufta  pulex.    A. 

laftly, 
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teftljr,  a  chryfalis  is  found  in  great  abundance 
in  the  wood,  which  it  devours  fo  that  the  trees 
are  materially  damaged.  I  could  not  difcovet 
whether  it  produced  a  dormeftieg,  br  a  curculio, 
and  only  that  it  was  a  fort  of  chaffer*.  I  hav% 
«perfuaded  Dr.  Ijlanni  to  exatnine  aft  thefe  iri- 
the  l^eafeft '  att^irffoii,  ai»(lfe'cotti 
unifefe  the  refult  of  his  obfervations  to  the 
Vorldfi 

'-  The  olives  are  eaten  here,  either  green  or 
%lack,  as   frequently  as  in  France,  and  th^ 

•ftcrthem  parts  of  Italy.     They  &re  kept  m  fait 

,-.    •   •  '  ^ 

♦  Amurca  valendbus  infundcnda  eft ;  nam  ejus  per  hye- 
"ititm  fi  vermes  atque  1  itibenmt  anhnalbi>  hoc  medica«. 
^nleiitoneca  r.  PI  ram^"€  etiam  locis  ficcis  ct  humidi* 
atbores  mufco  infeftantori  quern  nifi  ferramenco  refecuerh, 
ntc  fru6lum>  nee  laetaiti  frcnde     Olea  inducer. 

CpLUMELLA,    lib.  Vl.   €.7. 

t  +  1  he  ac 'de-^ts  and  enemies  to  which  the  olive-trees  in 
Calabria  arc  expofed,  arc  the  heavy  torrents  of  rain  that  fall 
in  May  and  June  whilft  they  are  bloflbming  ;  the  hoar  frol!s 
in  the  mountainous  parts  of  the  provincd  and  a  worm  (pro- 
bably a  chryfalis)  wh'ch  is  found  in  the  oHvcj  and  makes  it 
roti  and  fall  off  before  its  time.  It  is  not  yet  afcertaincd 
whether  it  be  a  fly  that  lays  its  eggs  in  the  fruit,  as  the  Ca- 
iabrians  imagine,  or  whether  it  be  an  infeft  io  the  trunk  of 
the  tree* 

water, 
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teater,  and  cateti  either  raw,  or  roailed  in  the 
ItChes;  and  the  convents  make  great  ufe  of 
them  in  lent  *. 

.  This  is  all  I  have  been  able  to  colieft  rela- 
tive to  this  fubjeft,  and  for  which  I  ara  princi- 
pally indebted  to  Dr.  Prefta,  whofe  patriotic 
fceal  has  led  him  t6  make  a  Wiety  ofiexpohr^jgl^'^*^ 


^    *  *thi  iiotnani  appear  to  liavc  been  vtry  fond  ©f  oli? 

'  Horace  fttqacntiy  mentions  tlieni ;  and  Colnmelbi  giv^  m 

an  ample  account  of  the  mode  x)f  preparing  and  keeping  thca|» 

'in  the  46t1i  and  47th  chapters  of  his  thirteenth  book.    Oleas 

.  alb«  quemadmodom  condi^fStut.    Anteqaain  nigfae  fiaa^ 

'-cootaodantur  et  in  aqua  dejiciantur ;  citbo  aquam  motiet. 

Deinde  ubi  fatis  maceratae  erunt,  exprimat  et  in  acetom 

i^onjiciatjttoletttn^dat  et  faHs  (elibram*  ^ 

Cato,  c3^.  cxtL . 
Oleas  efui  optime  condi  fcribit  Cato^  orchites  et  paufeat 
tfidaa,:    Si  iaie  fine  coDfrtcats?,  dies  qainqiie»  et  turn  fale 
excuflby  bidinnn  It  in  fole^  pofitso  fuerint,  maxere  idooeai 
fokre ;  «a£iem  fine  bit  in  def ninun  ceadlrr* 

VakrOj  liK  u  eap«£ow 
Amoiigft  the  feverai  tne^ods  memioiied  by  fWhdin^ 
lib.  xii,  cap.  2  a,  I  fhail  choo>fe  onlf  the  foUow!n^:«^Cou 
bmbares  olivas  (ioDt  £c.  Altemis  cratibus  olivafum  pale- 
jam  ipaTgis  et  mel  et  acetctm  et  Tales  modice  ftnitura  intef- 
ced^tc  fuffundcs.  Item  fternes  olivas  fupcr  furculos  fscm- 
culi  vcl  aacti  five  lentifci^  et  ramis  olivae  fubditis  aceti  hc- 
mioam  et  mariam  fu&ndis,  et  has  conilrudiones  utqat  ad 
fafcali  plenitudinem  patieris  infurgcFe. 

rinients,. 


l8l  TRAVELS    TO    ^AfLtS. 

riments,  tending  to  perfeft  the  cultivation  of 
the  olive-tree,  and  the  management  of  the  oil. 
He  collefted  every  kind  of  olive,  which  be 
preffed  in  their  various  ftiages  of  maturity,  and 
found  that  the  Ogliafola  and  Cellina,  gathered 
and  preffed  in  December,  yielded  the  beft  oil. 
He  alfo  made  feveral  trials  about  keeping  oil, 
and  aftually  kept  fome  during  eleven  years, 
without  it  becoming  rancid :  but  he  affured  me 
that  it  was  always  beft  in  the  firft  year,  and 
that  it  annually  Ibft  fomething  of  its  goodnefs. 
He  likewife  fuffered  fome  uncorked  bottles  of 
oil  to  remain  fon>e  time  in.  the  fun,  where  it 
became  rancid,  but  not  thick*.    He  fays  that 

*  The  following  paflTages  (hew  that  the  Romans  put  fait 
into  their  oili  at  the  time  of  preffing  the  olives. 

Foftea  refolutis  corticulis  emoH  debibunti  adje^is  binxs 
ieHariis  integri  falis  in  fingulos  modios.  Quod  fi  frigoribus 
oleum  com  aroorca  congelabitur  plofcula  fale  cbdlo  utique 
ctendum  erit.  £a  res  refoluit  oleum  et  feparat  ab  omni 
Titia»  Neque  verendum  efl  ne  falfum  fiat.  Nam  quantum* 
cnnque  adjeceiis  falis,  nihilominus  faporem  non  leciptt 
oleonu 

COLUMELLA)  lib.  xiil.  c.  49* 

Gieci  in  conficiendi  olei  przceptis  ifta  juflerunt.  Tantum 
legends  eiTe  olive  quantum  node  veniente  pofibmus  expri- 

mere 
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perfeftly  good  oil  ought  to  be  tranfparent,  of  the 
colour  of  a  ripe  lemon,  and  have  thef  tafte  and. 
fmell  of  the  olive.  The  oil  v/hich  he  gave  me 
was  as  good  as  the  beft  that  lever  tailed  from 
Provence  or  Monaco.  It  is  to  be  lamented, 
that  the  inhabitants  of  this  province  do  not 
follow  the  example  of  "this  worthy  and  ufefid 
patriot,  and  recommend  him  to  the  encourage- 
ment and  proteQion  of  the  government. 

Having  feen  every  thing  worth  attention  at 
Gallipoli,  we  left  it  upon  the  afternoon  of  the 
twenty-firft,  and  travelled  nine  miles  to  Nardo, 
upon  a  very  bad  road,  and  acrofs  a  rocky 
wafte,  which,  at  the  diftance  of  a  few  miles 
from  that  place,  was  fucceeded  by  corn-fields 

mere  molam  primo  oleo  debent  leviter  et  furpe^ifani;  ciHk 
non  confrafla  fordefcunt,  quare  de  foils  carnibus  fit  prima 
confedlio.  Salignis  caniftros  fieri  debeie  virgultis,  qua  genus 
hoc  olemn  dicitor  adjevare*  Nobilius^erit  quod  tponte  de- 
fkixerit.  Sales  deinde  ac  nitrum  jubent  noYO  oleo  mifiseii* 
Bt  haec  res  fpiffitudinem  ejus  abfolvat.  Deinde  cum  amurcg 
fubfederit  oleum  purum  xxx  diebus  exa<Siis  ii^  vitrea  vaca 
ttansferri. 

Pallad.  lib.xii*  c.  i^ 

The  fame  author  faysi  that  rancid  oil  may  be  made  fwdot 
by  the  help  of  fidi. 

and 
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and  plantations  of  fig-trees.  That  town,  which 
18  well  inhabited^  belongs  to  the  powerful  fa-' 
xnily  of  the  Counts  of  Convcrfano,  and  carries  on 
a  confiderable  trade  in  Cotton  and  fnufF.  The 
fonner  is  chiefly  fold  raw  to  the  EugliCb,  who 
carry  it  home,  and  after  dying  it,  refell  it  to 
the  fame  inhabitants  at  double  the  price*  In 
a  country  where  fuch  extenfive  trafts  of  land 
lie  uncultivated,  and  where  plants  proper  for 
dying  grow  fpontaneoufly,  it  is  lingular  that  no 
one  fhould  have  ever  thought  of  avoiding  the 
lofs  attending  fuch  great  outgoings,  by  the 
cftablifhment  of  dye-houfes.  At  Nardo  are 
made  thofe  famous  cotton  coverlets,  which  are 
exported  to  all  parts  of  the  world,  and  bring 
in  a  confiderable  revenue  to  the  town.  As  I 
had  no  opportunity  of  vifiting  the  workfhops 
where  thofe  coverlets  are  made,  I  muft  con- 
clude by  generally  remarking,  that  if  the  cul- 
tivation of  cotton,  and  the  manufaftories  of 
Nardo,  Lecce,  and  GallipoH,  were  properly 
attended  to,  they  alone  would  fuffice  to  put 
this  province  into  a  moft  flourifliing  fituation. 

The 
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The  preparation  of  fnuflF  i$  here  fomewhat: 
dLfierent  from  that  at  CapOt  di  Leuca;  for  after 
the  tobacco  is  ground^  it  is.  expofed  in  an  open' 
veflel  to  the  evening  dews ;  and  as  fpon  as  it 
has  abforbed  a  fufEcient  quantity  of  moiflure^ 
it  is  packed  up,  and  fent  away. 

Plantations  of  olive-trees  abound  alfo  in  this; 
neighbourhood,  and  I  found  that  ahnoft  through- 
ojjt  this  province  the  ground  is  let  to  the  pea- 
fantry  for  four  years,  on  payment  of  half  the 
profits.  If  the  foil  be  very  fertile,  and  well 
cultivated,  the  tenant  is  charged  with  the  taxes 
impofed  upon  the  lands  but  the  proprietor 
pays  them,  if  the  foil  be  of  an  indifferent  qua-  • 
lity.  The  olive-trees  upon  thefe  eftates  are 
taken  care  of  by  the  tenant,  but  the  fruit  be- 
longs wholly  to  the  landlord,  and  the  tenant 
has  only  the  privilege  of  purchafing  it,  at  a 
fixed  price,  in  preference  to  others.  An  olive  - 
plantation  is  here  formed  at  little  or  no  ex* 
pence  to  the  proprietor,  who  lets  the  ground 
to  the  j>eafant^  upon  condition  that  the  planta- 
tion ihall  be  petfed  at  the  expi];ation  of  a  cer^ 

tain 
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tain  number  of  years,  and  that  it  fliall  be  ma- 
naged according  to  the  will  of  the  proprietor. 
The  farmer  meanwhile  enjoys  the  land,  either 
rent  free,  or  upon,  the  payment  of  only  one 
tjiird,  or  fourth  part  of  the  profits^;  but  as  foon 
as  the  trees  begin  to  bear,  the  fruit  belongs  to 
the  landlords 

Upon  the  morning  of  the  twenty-fecond  we 
quitted  this  induftrious  town,  whofe  well  cifl- 
tivated  territory  is  terminated  by  a  thicket, 
through  which  the  road  winds  during  fourteen 
miles.  It  belongs  partly  to  the  Counts  of  Con* 
verfano,  and  partly  to  the  proprietors  of  the 
duchy  of  Francavilla ;  and  I  could  not  help 
regretting  that  fuch  a  trafl  of  land,  whofe  foil 
confifts  of  a  rich  red  clay,  mixed  with  fand, 
fhould,  in  fuch  a  fituation  and  climate,  be  fuf- 
fered  to  remain  in*fb  unprofitable  a  flate.  With 
pleafure  we  arrived  at  Lavetrana,  a  fmall  town 
belonging  to  the  above-mentioned  duchy ;  but 
as  it  offered  nothing  remarkable,  we  proceeded 
fix  miles  farther  to  Cafalnuovo,  the  Manduria 
of  the  ancients,  whertf  the  late  Prince  of  Fran- 
cavilla 


tr^vflla  had  begub  to  buUd  a  magniJSc6ttt  pa- 
lace, wfcich  will  probably  remaiii  uhfinifbl^^ 
liis property  having  lafped  to  the  cfOWn.  Ate 
leveral  books  had  tJtught  me  ^o  look  for  TdHaqs 
Yeinains  of  antiqmty  at  this  p1ace>  I  vifited  them 
fei  the  ^company  of  ah  obliging  inhabitant  of 
the  town,  and  firft  examined  the  old  waflls  and 
'^tchesj  of  ^hi<ih  ihfefe  are  vety  confidtetable 
¥4mnantfc  Tlie  WallsV  which  fortoed  if  qua* 
^angle^  bt  Ho  jpeat  extetit>  were  compofecl, 
likte  tlk>fe  <rf  Syracufe,  of  large  blocks  df  ftonis, 
Ift  tolerably  rigillar  courfes,  without  cement.; 
and  the  ditches  appear  to  have  been  on  eitbd: 
ISde  protected  by  a  wall;;  Wt  next  prodeWed 
to  a  cbapei,  to  this  day  called  San  PietroMah- 
durino,  near  Which  are  -  fuhterraneoui  vaults, 
th&t  Served  either  as*  baths,.or  refenroirs  fot 
Vater;  W  th6y  dd  4iOt  l>e*r  the  ftampTsf  very 
*igh  antiquity,  and  are  in  no  refpeft-worti]^ 
%beiiftenUofi'ofthett«VellJs^.  With  moi^  fatii^ 
faStioh  did  I  defdend  into  a  neighbouring  ca* 
Vcm,  formed  in  a  limeitofte  rock,  ptotifMfy  by 
the  hand  of  nature. .  It  is  about  tw^ty^fouT 
O  feet 
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feet  ia  diameter^ .  and  ten  feet  high^  and  in  the 
centre  rifes  a  fpring,  which  my  Cicerone  aflured 
me  never  augmented  or  diminiihed.  This 
grotta  is  called  the  Bath  of  Venus ;  and  the 
people  ftill  entertain  a  certain  degree  of  vene- 
ration ftwr  the  fpring,  and  carefully  coyer  it 
irith  a  ftone. 

.  I  afterwards  vifited  an  ecdefiaftrc,  who  has 
a  fmall  coHeSion  of  vafes^  called  Etrufcan.  In 
fbrm^and  finenef?  of  clay  they  were  equal  to 
.the  tcft  produ6lions  ©f  Capua  j  but  the  de- 
,£gn  of.  the  figures  demonftrd/ted  the  decay  of 
•taftew  11      , 

'  After  t^is  vifit  we  proceeded  two  miles  feiH 
ther  to  Nava>  where  we  were  expefted  by  the 
jfiiperintendant  of  all  the  royal  pofrefTions  in 
this.  rieighbO:Urhood.  The  country  is  tolerably 
%rell  cultivated ;  and  the  village  itfelf  formerly 
i>tionged  to  the  jefuits^  upon  whofe  fuppreflioa 
it*  was.  feized  by  the  crown.  As  it  contains 
nothing  remarkable,  we  took  leave  of  our 
frieiidtyr'  and  intelligent  hoft  the  following 
morningy  and  after  a  journey  of  four  bourse 

over 
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^Ver  an  indifferently  uncultivated  trafl:,  reached 
our  old  quarters  at  Taranto,  where  we  found 
Sir  William  Hamilton,  his  Britannic  M^Jefty's 
envoy  to  the  t:ourt  of  Naples,  with  a  very 
agreeable  party  of  friends* 

The  erudite  accomplifliments  of*  that  mini- 
Her  are  too  well  known,  to  derive  any  addi- 
tional luflre  from  my  commendations ;  bujt  I 
cannot  help  contributing  my  (hare  of  admira* 
tion  and  praife  to  the  noble  qualities  of  his 
heart,  the  folidity  as  well  as  brilliancy  of  his 
underftanding,  and  the  fuperior  excellence 
of  his  tafte,  of  which  my  acquaintance  with 
him  has  enabled  me  to  form  a  very  adequate 
idea* 

As  an  gnquiry  into  the  baronial  rights  was 
one  of  the  principal  objefts  of  my  excurfion 
into  this  province,  I  fhall  now  commimicate 
what  I  coUe£ted  in  different  places  upon  that 
fubje£l,  with  which  I  was  imwiHing  to  inter* 
rupt  my  narrative*  It  is  effentially  neceffary  to 
obferve  that  the  king  here  reprefents  a  double 
perfon  j — ^^as  fovereign  of  the  whole  nation— 

O  z  and 
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and  as  baron,  or  private  proprietor  of  lordf- 

fliips  and  eftates.    As  it  is  the  law  of  the 

country,  that  the  crown  is  heir  to  all  barons 

who  leave  no  relations,  but  fudi  as  are  beyond 

the  third  degree,  poffeffionS  are  continually 

felling  in  to  the  king,  who  efnjoys  them  with 

'aH  the  rights  of  a  baron ;  and  it  is  painful  to 

tne  to  remark,  that  irholfe  eftates  go  to  decay 

as^oon  as  they  fall  into  the  royal  hands.    In 

Sorter  to  make  this  appear,  1  muft  firft  explain 

^he  nature  of  the  baronial  rights,  and  then  dif- 

tilofc  the  taufeS  of  decay. 

The  barons  in  the  Terre  di  Lecce  have — 
"firft— ^the  criminal  jurifdiftion  in  their  lord* 
fliips,  where  they  take  cognizance  of  the  whole 
procefs,  and  can  condemn  to  death.  The  ac* 
cufed  has  indeed  a  power  of  making  a  va- 
riety of  appeals  y  for  he  may  firft  appeal  to  the 
tribunal  of  the  lordfhip,  of  which  however  the 
judges  are  nominated  by  the  lord  5  and  in  fome 
places  there  is  a  privilege  that  he  may  again 
appeal  to  any  one  judge  to  be  appointed  by 
the  baron  in  his  lordfhip.    From  the  baronial 

tribunal 
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tribunal  he  may  appeal  to  the  fupreme  tribu- 
nal of  the  province,  which  confifts  of  the  go- 
Meruor,  who  h^s  no  vote*  of  the  fifcal,.the  capo- 
riiota,  the  avoeato  del  poveri,  and  two  lawyers. 
From  thence  the  appeal  lies  to  the  vicaria  ?it 
Naples,  and  finally  to  the  royal  council  of  ftate. 
No  ooe  will  be  furprized  that  the  retainers  of 
the  law  fhould  find  their  account  in  this  long 
fucceflSon  of  appeals,  which  exifts  alfo  in  civil 
caufes,  to  the  great  impediment  of  juftice. 
For  there  likewife  the  baron  takes  the  firft 
cognizance,  and  has  one  or  two  appeals,  which 
indeed  only  take  place  in  affairs  of  fmall  im- 
port; the  reft  folio  wing,  the  fame  courfe  as  in 
criminal  cafes. 

The  third  baronial  right  is  the  tenth  of  every 
thing  grpwing  within  the  limits  of  his  lord- 
ihip. 

Fourthly :  In  every  feudo  or  lordfhip,  the 

baron  has  the  exclufive  right  of  poffeffing  an 

oven,  an  oil-prefs,  a  mill,  a  butcher's  (hop,  and 

m  inn  ^  and  in  fome  places,,  even  the  fountain 

O3  is 
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is  the  property  of  the  baron;  and  all  thefe  are 
let  by  auftion  to  the  beft  bidder. 

Fifthly:  Some  barons  are  entitled  to  road 
and  bridge  money,  although  the  former  are  the 
worft  in  the  world^^  and  the  latter  are  in  a  moft 
dilapidated  ftate. 

Lordfhips  fituated  upon  the  fea-coaft  poflef9 
alfo  various  rights  of  anchorage,  falvage,  fifhery, 
aifd  the  like. 

Finally :  Nearly  all  poflefs  the  privilege,  in- 
vented during  the  barbarous  ages  (and  here 
called  cuneatico),  of  enjoying  every  bride  during 
the  firft  night  of  her  marriage  j  but  although 
this  is  no  longer  required  in  naturdy  a  certaiiv 
fum  of  money  may  be  demanded  in  lieu  of  it, 

Befides  thefe  privileges,  the  baron  has  his 
own  private  poffeffions  in  the  lordlhip,  which 
he  ufually  farms  out  for  a  third,  or  gne  half 
of  the  profits. 

They  alfo  poffeft  e^^tenfive  trafls  of  wood- 
land and  pafture  ground,  upon  which  they 
generally  form  ftuds,  fheep-walks,  and  dairies. 

AU 
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All  thefe  ri^ts,  privileges,  and  cafualties 
belong  to  the  proprietors  of  the  lordfhips  j 
namely,  to  the  king  in  his  baronial  capacity,  to 
the  nobility,  the  archbifhops  and  bilhops  (upon 
^hom  whole  lordfliips  were  liberally  beftowed 
in  former  ages),  and  to  the  monafteries,  to  which 
alfo  a  great  many  appertain. 

When  it  is  qonfidered  that  the  fubjefts  of 
Ihfefe  lordfliips  like  wife  pay  no  fmall  taxes  to 
the  crown,  their  condition  will  not  appear  the 
moft  enviable.  But  this  admits  of  fome  except 
tion ;  for  where  the  proprietor  continually  or 
generally  refides  upon  his  eft  ate  (as  was  very^ 
much  the  cafe  about  forty  years  fince),  and  is 
at  the  fame  time  a  ^man  of  underftanding ;  or 
where  the  fixed  fuperintendant  of  the  eftate 
follows  the  orders  of  a  mild  and  prudent  baron, 
the  fubjefts  are  generally  in  a  veryicomfortable 
fituation.  With  pleafure  I  recall  to  mind  fe- 
reral  fuch  diftri£ts,  where  every  countenance 
difplayed  the  figns  of  contentment,  where  agri- 
culture was  upon  the  very  beft  footing,  and 
where  various  manufactories  had  attained  the 
O4  higheft 
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higheft  degree  of  perfeftion.   It  k  true  l;h?Lt  the 
propri[etors  admii^iftered  juilice  moft  iiupar-f 
^ally^  that  they  feldom  made  any  \jii^  of  thek 
privileges,  and  in  general  coiiUented  them^ly^^ 
with  their  tenths;  at  the  fame  tim^  tha^.they 
fonixed  many  public  or  other  ufefiil  infUtution^j, 
fpent  their  revenues  upon,  the,  fpot,  and  by  their 
conduft  gained  fuch  univerfal  efteem  apd  good- 
yvill,  that  many  unhappy  families  flocked  to 
th^m  from  other  loxdlhips,  and  were  received 
iprith  kindnefs,  and  a  ten  years  escemptipn  from 
the  payment  of  the  tenths.,  Such  noble-mijided 
barpns  ftill  remain  in  the  kinjgdom;  and  al- 
though they  do -not  refide  upon  their  eftates  fy 
frequently  as  formerly,  they  pay  frequent  vifits 
to  them,  or  keep  them  in  a  profperous  condi- 
tion by  means  of  their  ftewards.     Striking  in- 
deed is  the  difference  between  a  flourilhing 
baronial  town  and  a  royal  one,  or  fuch  as  does 
not  belong  to  a  baron.   Thefe  are  chiefly  com- 
ixjitted  to  the  care  of  a  governor,  who  is  ufually 
of  a  poor  or  decayed  family,  receives  no  falary 
from  tiie  king,  and  either  enriches  himfelf  in 

his 
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his  ppJU,,  or  becpnaes  qui$$!  a  beggar;  iot^^ 

the  town  5ive§  hini  bat  a  very  trifling  falam 

^U?  PRUft  of  «€C^ffity  irj^ptajn,  h^fd^^ 

(Qfim  awi  tb^re  are  jbajJaoee^Qf  fivA  gpyef^Pi^ 

l?/eiflg  confederates  with  finugglers  ^h4  ban^ 

4itttu  ^efides  that,  the  king  draw^  a  variQty  pf 

4irtic^  i^ofxi  thefe  towns,  the  inhabitants  are 

jFprced  tP  p3y  aji  ai;njLi?Ji  tax  to  the  town  itfelf. 

In  fl]iort,  the  fum  aftually  paid  eyeiy  year  by 

a^  jobi^aQt  of  a  royal  towm,  exceed*  whitf  a 

baf oni^J.  fubjeft  would  pay  ta  hjs  lord^  even 

were  all  his  rights  exafted.    But  if  the  baron 

be  an  oppreflive.  ^d  uathyiking  mafter,  pr  if 

the  ftewardbe  a  worthlqfs  fei;vTOt>  the  cpndir 

tion  of  the  fubjeft,  actd  of  the  eftate^  is,  in* 

deed,  fo  ncfuch  the  more  piti^tble.  For  the  poor 

Aibje£l  cai>  not  only  with  difjiculty  bear  all  the 

pecuniary  charges  with  which  he-  i&  burthened^ 

and  which  are  extorted  frpm  him  in,  the  moft 

pppreffive  manner;  but  his  comiplaints  againft 

Injuftice  are  ufelefs,  finqe  his  lord  is  the  judge, 

and  an  eternal  Aicceffion  of  appeals  leads  onljr 

|;o  uncalculable  expences.    Such  a  tyrant;  is, 

ihdeedt 
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indeed,  finaUy  puniflied  in  a  manner  that  has 
terrified  many  from  fimilar  proceedings.  For 
as  the  fubjefts  are  not  glebse  adfcripti,  and  the 
baron  has  Only  in  a  few  places  the  right  to  the 
tenth  of  the  moveables  and  immoveables,  they 
are  at  liberty  to  leave  the  territory,  and  emi- 
grate to  a  milder  government ;  fo  that  many 
cftates  have  b^en  depopulated,  and  the  propri* 
etors  nearly  ruined. 

Formerly,  and  when  the  barons  conftantly 
refided  upon  their  eftates,  this  feldom  hap« 
pened;  for  they  were  too  well  acquainted  with 
their  intereft,  not  to  keep  their  eftates  in  a 
flourilhing  condition,  and  too  moderate  in  their 
cxpences  to  have  recourfe  to  oppreffive  expe- 
dients to  gratify  their  wants;  but  fince  they 
have  begun  to  relifh  the  pleafures  of  the  me- 
tropolis and  the  court,  and  bartered  their  venc- 
lable  old  caftles  for  modern  houfes  of  cards, 
and  the  manly  diverfion  of  hunting,  for  fenfc- 
]t&  games  of  chance,  and  for  gilded  carriages, 
ia  which  they  parade  up  and  down  the  ftreets, 
Mi  lay  diilipatlon  of  their  time  3  and  fince  in 

lieu 
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lieu  of  the  hofpitable  table,  where  the  noble 
aftions  of  their  worthy  anceftors  were  circu* 
lated  with  the  glafs,  their  evenings  are  now 
paffed  in  theatres,  filled  with  peftilential  va- 
pours,  where  the  n)rmphs,  devoted  to  proftitu- 
tion  by  their  voluptuous  manners,  drefs,  and 
converfation,  enervate  the  minds  of  well-de- 
fcended  youth,  and  transform  the  defcendanti 
of  many  a  valiant  knight  into  painted  monkeys 
and  fenfelefs  chatterers ;  the  iron  chefts  are  no 
longer  filled  with  gold,  and  the  treafure  is  re- 
placed by  accumulajted  lifts  of  debts,  for  which 
the  income  of  future  years  already  is  engaged. 
The  education  given  to  the  young  nobility  ia 
the  capital,  where  they  are  expofed  to  fuch 
vicious  examples,  creates  in  them  a  decided 
averfion  to  the  tranquil  innocence  of  a  country 
life,  and  gives  rife  to  a  variety  of  imaginary 
wants,  and  unheard  of  expences,  which  fqrce 
them  to  opprefs  their  fubjefts,  who,  if  properly 
encouraged  by  the  occafional  prefence  of  their 
lords,  might  foon  be  doubled,  and,  by  a  little 
better  management,  the  eftate  put  in  a  condi* 

tign 
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tjtm  to-  anfwer  the  c^stra^iaaiy  expences  of 
the  proja^ifttq^  .  §b€Ji  ahfois^tbe  qaufe  of  th« 
^.ay  of  the  foy^Uofdihips  m  tb^  province  of 
laec^JCkSnd  probably  m  other  parts  of  the  ktng» 
df^Si*    ]UQ|d«^  tha  Frkce  of  Fr^ncaviUa^  who 
Hsm  A  9<Splmsi^  <^  ^i^ular  c^u^lities  and  at^ 
tsinmmti^  tbefe  lordAi^s  w€^  b  the  moQ; 
ffiofpeFous  condition^  for  he  not  only  governed 
liis  fubjefts  fo  mUdfy:,  as  in  a  fliort  time  to 
doubly  the  population  of  his  eftates,  but  enr 
couiiagjed  them  to  the  improvement  of  agri- 
culture by  a  variety  of  rewards^  formed  new 
0o]6mes9  and  buijyt  villages,  copyerted  large 
t&Qs  of  woodland  ^nd;  common  paAures  into 
4!!abI^.Iand^  and  in();ituted  fchools  ;and  manur 
faiJtpriejs.    The  better  to  accompliih  his  bene- 
vojen^t  defigns,  he  frequently  refided  upon  his 
eftatfes,  and  animated,  every  thing  by  his  pre*? 
4fence--^until  death  put  an  end  to  his  projefta. 
Peace  be  to  the  afhes  of  that  excellent  man, 
who  was  eft^emed  by  ftrangers,  and  idojized 
J>jhis  vaffalsi  and  whpfe  great  defefts,  com- 
5aon,  to  jail  wealthy  princes,  were  eclipfed  by 

his 


• 


liis  ftffl  giiftater  Vihues.  Aftdr  his 'de»*h  ft  *oj^ 
^tvmdifhi&fet  x)Ver  fefe  difatefs;  but  iiiftead  -^ 
leavihg'him  at  fifeferQr  to  aft  aiccwAiAgr  as  ci^ 
catnftances  might  poittt  bifti  'fcr  <*fe  bbi^t  «^ 
the  property,!  he  wAs  fo  muefe  ^ti4id*r  t5i^  ^6l6- 
troul  of  the  council  of  finance  at  ^^S{)le«i  thift 
lie  conW  nx>t  even  venture  to  fow  the  ^bWiA 
Without  theh*  tortiers.  Tire  flidahtifedly  conJfe- 
quenceiB  of  givitig  to  perlbni  i^fidenf  in  tife 
capital  the  toanagemfeftt  of  to.  eft^te  it  iSSs 
diftanCe  of  150  miles,  iSivi  which  they  had 
never  even  feen,  may  eaiily'be  itftagincd*  Tfe 
population  is  already  decteifed  otie  third ;  the 
newly  cultivated  lands  agaiti  lye  wafte^  and 
the  manufaftories  are  totally  aftnihilated;  The 
following  example  will  convey  a  very  cle^ 
Idea  of  the  intelligent  condufl  of  the  council 
of  finance.  At  Nava,  which  fell  to  the  crov^ii 
by  the  expulfion  of  the  jefuits,  that  order  (whoife 
ceconomical  inftitutions  1»rere  generally  praife- 
worthy),  had  eftabliflied  a  cuftom  of  marrying 
eleven  couple  every  year,  and  giving  to  each 
of  them  a  dowry  of  twenty  ducats— (^  3 .  15  x*)* 

I9 
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In  a  country  fo  favourable  to  popiilatlon^  tlitf 
';siumber  of  their  fubje£is  was  thus,  quickly 
doubled  5  and  this  ufeful  inftitutlDii  was  ap^ 
proved  by  the  king^  who,  upon  taking  poffef- 
£on,  left  the  confirmation  of  the  perfons  to  be 
married  to  the  royal  agent,  the  fyndie,  and  the 
icurate  of  the  parifli.  But  the  council  of  finance 
Jiaving  fince  appropriated  to  themfelves  the 
.right  of  confirmation,  and  applications  to  them 
.being  thereby  rendered  neceflaiy  to  fuch  as 
wiftied  to  become  candidates,  this  beneficial 
4oor  is  fhut  agaiuft  the  poor,  and  the  popula- 
rtion  now  decr^afes  in  the  fame  proportion  in 
which  it  forq^erjy  augmented. 

It  appears  to  me  a  great  dcfeft  in  the  Nea^ 
politan,  and  moft  other  governments,  that  not 
only  all  the  boards  are  eftablifhed  in  the  metro- 
polis, but  that  orders  as  well  upon  the  moft 
trivial,  as  upon  the  moft  important  occafions, 
muft  be  procured  from  thence.  The  perfons 
in  office  in  the  capital  are  confequently  over- 
whelmed with  bufmefs  ;  and  in  the  provinces, 
every  thing  is  tardily  executed,  or  perhaps  to- 
tally 
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tally  omitted.  Of  this  I  have  fcen  the  moll 
vexatious  inflances,  particularly  in  the  cafe  of 
feme  well  intentioned  provincial  patriots,  whofe 
excellent  propofals  for  the  improvement  <^ 
the  interior  parts  of  the  kingdom  ftill  lye  un- 
adopted, and  probably  unread,'  in  the  defk  of 
the  minifter.  For  notwithftanding  his  great 
aftivity,  and  his  earneft  wilhes  to  be  of  fer- 
vice  to  the  coimtry,  he  has  it  not  in  his  power  to 
attend  toall  the  affairs  with  which  he  is  over* 
charged  -y^  and  if  he  fhould  refer  a  proportion  to 
a  giunta,  or  board,  the  decifion  is  ftill  equally 
tedious.  Thus  t:he  defire  of  well-intentioned 
men  to  contribute  towards  the  proiperity  of 
their  country  foon  pafleth  away,  and  thus  a 
kingdom,  compofed  of  the  moft  fertile  pro- 
vinces, is  gradually  brought  to  mifery  and  de- 
folation. 


SECTlOPi 


itil  iiXyfei  i-  to"  k'xyt  tSs 


BtCtWU    VI 

;  t¥im  XkKAVTO  fo  NapXm. 

A  it'TER  having  paffed  two  days  in  the 
^  '^  pleafant  fociety  at  the  archbifhoprick,  t 
recommenced  my  return  to  Naples,  *upon  the 
afternoon  of  the  twenty-fifth  of  April,  with  the 
J5aroh  Ongharo  di  Montejafi,  one  of  the  mofl: 
enlightened  men  in  Ihe  Kingdom,  and  his  ami- 
able youtig  wife,  I  fay  ribthihg  of  my  feparaiion 
from  my  noble  friend  the  archbifliop,  of  whole 
kindnefs  and  attentions  I  fliall  ever  retain  a 
mod  lively  and  grateful  recolleftion.  As  nei- 
ther my  companions  nor  myfelf  had  the  fmalleft 
inclination  to  be  unmercifully  jolted  upon  the 
rugged  roads  of  the  Puglia  Petrofa,  we  chofe 
another  route,  which,  though  rather  longer,  was 
infinitely  preferable.  We  at  firft  travelled  to- 
wards the  north-weft,  continually  amidft  olive 

grounds. 


I . 


§r6ilrtd^g  occafionally  interFupte4:b]^'P^ftur#ji 
preparing  for  frefli  plantations,  iinjij  we:q[^ 
rived  at  Palanguma,  twelve  miles  frotoTar^tQ. 
fhe  vineyards  at  Palangiania  cauf«4  me  to  ea^ 
qyire  into  the  method  of  cultivating  th^mj  ^n^ 
I  novir  add  the  rcfult  of  my  etiquiri^  to  what 
I  had  coUefted  at  Taranto>  and  th0  promon* 
tory  of  Leuca,  relative  to  the  culture*  qf  th^ 
Tine  in  the  province  of  Lecce.  Wh^n  a  pieq^ 
of  ground  is  defiined  for  a  vinej^iBPd)  thq.  miE^ij: 
intelligent  hufbandmen  turn  it  up,  ^nd  vrorfc  i<; 
two  years  before  the.  planting  of  the  vines ;  \>^ 
others  cpntent  themfelves  with  doing  to  onjj 
the  fame  yean  Between  January  apd  March| 
trenches  are  dug  two  palms  deep,  apd  four 
palms  afunder,  in  which,  cuttings  fliortened  to 
two  eyes,  are  fet  four  palms  difts^t  from  each 
other,  and  are  entirely  earthed  over;  the^pinched 
ofF'tpp.of  J^ai^fe  (jutting  being  fet  over  it,  in  order, 
to  m^rk  its  fttuatieSri*.    There  is- €OmmGnly 

^  Befldes  the  ample  vqlcffileft  osJay  Celiusttlii^t  rekbire  to 
the  cidcitatitf n  of  die  vxnB»  in  hk  third,  &Mlb  find  tftll^ 
books,  we  have  a  very  TOod  account  of  the  methodtof  iBSff^ii<V 
a,neW  jinejrstrd^  i^  ftiUadius,  lib*  iii,  t«  9. 
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Very  little  choice  as  to  the  fituation  and  foil  5 
although  indeed  gentle  hills  are  preferable  to 
plains^  and  a  foil  mixed  with  bits  of  calcareous 
tufa,  or  one  fomewhat  argillaceous,  are  deemed 
the  beft  -,  for  the  former  produces  a  fparkling, 
and  the  latter  a  ftrong-bodied  wine,  fit  for  keep- 
ing*. No  confideration  is  paid  to  the  choice 
of  the  grape;  neither  could  I  learn  the  names 
of  the  various  forts.  In  this  country  the  vines 
are  not  fattened  to  (lakes,  but  are  always  kept 
extremely  low ;  and  to  that  end  all  the  fhoots, 
except  two,  are  cut^  off  in  the  autumn  5  and 
leven  they  are  kept  as  fhort  as  poflible,.  for  the 
purpofe  of  giving  additional  ftrength  to  the 
body  of  the  vinef.     In  the  fecond,  and,  at 

* Quique  editos  Aafiro 

£t  (ilicem  curvi?  invifam  pafcit  aratris : 
Hie  tibi  prxvalidas  olim  multoque  fluentes 
.    Siifficiet  Baccho  vites. 

ViRc.  Georg.  Kb.  ii.  r.  i8S. 
See  alio  Colrnnella,  lib.  iv»  cap.  a*  aad  Pallad.  lib.  iiL 

f  Stat  pfovinciaram  aliquaram  per  fe  vitis  fine  ullo  pe- 
damcntos  srtos  fuot  iafe  colligexit:  et  bievitate  craffitudU 
ip^E^eos, 

Pj.xN«  libfSiv*  c,L 

lateft 
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Jateft  in  the  third  year,  th^  young  plants  begin 
to  bear.  The  vines  are  pruned  immediately 
after  the  vintage  in  October,  when  the  (hoots 
are  fliortened  to  a  palm  and  a  half^  by  which 
picans  they  never  become  danglers.  No  more 
than  two  /hoots  being  ever  fufFered  to  remain, 
they  fumiQi  the  annual  bearers }  and  a  vine- 
yard in  April  affords  only  ftems  two  palms 
high,  with  pne  or  two  branches,  a  palm  and  an 
half  long  upon  each.  In  moft  parts  of  the  pro- 
vince the  vines  imdergo  twp  prunings;  the 
taglio  lungho,  which  is  when  the  ufelefs  (hoots 
are  cut  off  in  Oflober  j  and  the  taglio  eorto, 
when  the  pruning  is  perfefted  in  March*, 

*  Jam  tttm  acer  cutas  venientem  extendit  in  annam 
Kufticus,  et  cunro  Satumi  dente  lelidUm 
Ferfeqoitnr  yitem  attotidcDS,  fingitque  patando. 

VxiiG*  Georg.  lib.  ii«  v.  405. 

See  Colamella,  lib,  v.  cap.  10  and  if ;  Varro,  lib.  i. 
c*  31*  3;»  and  ^6,  and  Palladias  ytry  clearly  and  circum«> 
^tially^  lib.  iii.  t.  12;  who  alfo  in  t.  14,  fays,  *^  Vitet, 
ipas  provinciali  more  velut  arbufculas  ftare  dixi,  fi  inil}« 
teere  veHs  nmos  a  qaatuor  partibus  his  fclinques  et  in  d$ 
jbrachiis  farmenla  per  vitis  poffibilitate  feryabis.  Vites  aotem, 
quae  pannis  in  oibem  cogantnr,  fie  pntentut.  Quern  admo^ 
dom  hXf  quae  nitttntnr  ridicis  aut  palis.  Illae  vero  qa$| 
fiae  amminiiralis  jactntj  quod  per  foja  indigeutia  facicndufli 


mpbh  tlie  |)iarnfs,  iricfe'edi  vmiei  are  Ibmetime* 
Ifbuiie^teiffi'ei^tidttOT  either  danglift^ 

tfr '  dHt^^Aed'  tf (th^'tfti^  brahcKes  t>f  iM  heigti- 
feburin^  viii^i;  litit  Ats  is'Aot  the  genera! 
jprMice;  arid*dky  {^^^  iiitraordhiary  fer- 

tiiily  d^tlie  foili  all  tfe^lfe'btdttciife^  being 
utuailycft)titidd  with  graces. 

The  felfeth^d  oif*  proj^agatingf  hy  layers  is  per- 
formed here  according  tb  the  cuftomary  rules. 
When  atiy  Vines  fail  hear  a  Vigorous  and 
healthy  plant,  dtep  trenbhesf  are  made  from  it 
to  'tfefe  Vadiiltp-plat'es,  in  which  the  neceffary 
layers  ite  difj^oled,  6nly  one  branch  being  left 
iipin  tii'6  pareiit  ftock*.    '  - 

ell  volnecefiltate  provinciae,  primo  anno  duas  gemmas  deinde 
plures  habebunt.  Sed  huj  as^  generis  vinea  ftridais  efl*  pu- 
tanda.!'  See  alfothe  fame  author,  lib.  iii.  t.  15,  lib.  iv.  U 
J,  lib.  xi,  t.  4i  ai)d  lib.  xii.  t.  4 ;  where  he  fays  that  the 
vines  ought  to  be  pruped  partly  in  February  and  March,  and 
partly  in  Odober  and  November. 

*  See  Colurhella,  lib.  iii.  c.  7.  .     .  ,  . 

Propagationum  genera  tria  funt ;  tJnum,  quo  virga  cdfta 
a  matrc  fulcocorainittitur;  alterum,  quo  ipfa  inater  prdfterni- 
tur  atque  in  plures  pales  per  fuas  virgas  diyidltur ;  tertiuih> 
^uo  vitis  fcinditur  in  duas  vel  tres  partes,  &  diveifis  ordinibus 
dcducenda  eft.  And  then  follow  rules  for  trenching. 
.CAiiOj  c«  43^  PallA:DXusj  lib* iii. 1. 16.  andlib,  xi.'t.  5  and  6. 

But 


^  Bttf  »j:-thtB  G^pQ,  di  ^Juca  .%.y  pf.ef^r  ff-/ 

neiving  the  xiney^rcj^  with  C5iitting&;  grobal^ljr 

becaufe  it  ^yould  b^  jc|ifEcult  to  m^  tx^ch^ 

'  A|fficiently  deep  in  th^  W9}^yMh.j:.T^  f  ^H 

is  ftirred  around  the  vine  thrice  jn  a  yea^*„-^ri4 

-^*     •  •  «  •  •  • •  .IvTaraque  pmnp  quQt  ^npi^ 

Tcrque,  quaterque  folum  fcmdenilum^  glfebaauc  vcrfia 
.£teramii  fraB^nda  bideptil^s,     ^       .        .•.>1 

V^iea  <}fi^  putare  taoi  yere  pampinarp  utile  eftj  nam  ^ 
materix  quae  fra^um  habent  itf'elias  conValefbuiit,  et  piitatid 
fe(|iieQiis  aimi  expediUiis^  tqii^efi^  mim%  iciMmc^AU 

3[fiamquod.viride  et  tenerura  decerpiturgrotinu^xonvalefcit; 
bper  haec  qttoque  melius  matufefeunt.  Ante  ^  dies  dec  en 
V  qaam  viiicsi  florere  incip^^-^an^pinatam  habeto  Quicquid 
(upervacui  enatum  fuerit,  tollijto.  C^ods  vft  cacup;kine  ^ut  ix\ 
brachiis  natum  erit,  decerpito;  dumcaxat^  (^ux  uvam  nqn 
habebant.  Cacamina  virgarumy  ne  luxarientur>  demiKilato. 
yyas^qufe  raqn^em  aiit  occidentem  (pe^abufit^  i;^  prapuc^- 

tur,  (iio  fibi  pampino  tegito. . 

'  ■'  Columella^  Ithiiit,  c.  2. 

T{)e  £^nie  aiuhor  fa)E$  that  xb&  ^und  ibpi^ld  ]k  tamo} 

ov^r  three  times^  and  even  oftener.     Bidentibus  te^ram  vetr 

tere  utrlius  eft  quam  aratro.'   Bidens  aequaliter  toitaM  rertit  ^ 

^D^tyiim  pne^oxyiam  qW -if  a^n^pa  ficit,  jb^ip  ^bpvesj^qn^ 

arant,  ali^uantum  virgarum  et  interd^um  totas  vit^$  fran^ant. 

Finis  autem  fodiendi  nulla  dft ;  nam  quanto  fsepius  vineam 

foderisi  taoto  uheri^em  iiru A^rp  r^pmto.  ^    . 

Columella,  lib.  iii.  c.  12. 

See  alfo  the  fame,  lib.  v.  c.  5,  6,  7,  and  S. — Varro,  lib. 

L c.  $i»  SZf  and  PalUdiiisi  lib.  iiu  t.  ^o^  and  Ul).  tv. t,  7.  .  . 

P  3  indeed 
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tknt^,  thaii  in'  tke  qtfttli^of  the  grape,  or  the 
nature  of  tfefe  <iBm«»5  €md  1  havetafted  ait  Ta-» 
tant^  and  Pfeficcie  excellent  wine  maide  there 
by  peribto^'of  fuperiot  ftiil  ^md  judgmeat*. 

Immediately  beycmd  -Palangiatta  we  traverf- 
t*d  a  <*hain  of  hills-  fkretching  from  the;  'weft 
towards,  the  eaft,  and  before  we  attained  the 
/ummit  loft  fight  of  the  plantations-  of  olive- 
trees.  With  them  alfo  terminated  tevery  trac^ 
pf  population ;  and  from  the  creft  of  the  hills  ^ 
iboundlefs  pteifi  unfolded  itfelf,  upon  whkh  the 
'wandering  eye  in  yaiji  fought"  for  trees,  houfes, 
and  the  veftiges  of  cdm.  This  point,  indeed, 
offers  to  the  traveller  a  moft  ftriking  cbnftmft 

* .  Vcram  et  Idnginquiora  Italic  ab  Aofonio  mari,  noii 
caxent  gloria  Tarontina  et  Seryitianai  &c. 

Plin,  lib*xiv.  c.^« 

Et  Amicus  Anion 
Fcrtilis  Baccho  minimum  Falemis 
Invidet  Uvis.  Hon  at.  Od.  vi.  lib,  xi.  v.  i^, 

Nobilis  et  lanis,  et  felix  vitibus  Aulon 
!Det  pretioik  tibi  vellerai  vina  mihi. 

Martial,  lib,  xiii,  Ep.  1 25, 

Aulon  was  but  a  few  miles  from  Taranto, 

betwceii 


bet wcreii.  ;,the  almoft  ivofmsSut^hlp  Sc^c^ ,  .tjf 
^Iive-l3Pe^$  towards  the  faulh,  ,;iwi:  t\\^.  unifyr^a 
pnd*  uiacu^iv^atjed  plaia  to;wrarde  ,tlxe,  <n9i*U. 
'TChir^f  vtedi(j^us  ^ipUes  d,i4  ^.  travel  .aorpfftt];^ 
iHMUte^efting  waftc  befarf.  we  arriv/e^  ;^  .A]^ty%- 
fpura,  a:royal  towi^  that  diftbguf flvsa jtJCf^^ 
deteft^l^r^ade,  extQnding-^^cnle%^j{55gjtti^?. 
Of  the  to^w  it-felf,  ^d  ^^Jt^^e^ho^ngJ^ 
-Bcata*  i  fyy  iK>tbing,fbut  ij^fjj.  .aftef \5rard5^9^ 
the  ^account  giren  by  Abbe .  Jjortis  pf  lys.  j^^- 
^ey  fi;oni  Malfetta  to  Mater;»,  th«  capital  ,»f 
that  province^  duripg  which  he  ^Ifo^ifited  Jhis 
place.  We  alighted  at  tfee  hpufe,  oJ^  GwQt 
Tojre,  "where  we  were  .received  with  .aU  po^- 
yefriend^igj  and  very  furaptyoufly  en te^ta«3,ed. 
, ;.  TJdXty-fi^'mik^  conftituted  ow  third  >4syJs 
journey  from  AUaijmra  to  Andast  dwing  whicji 
we  chiefly  travelled  oytf  he^hs  acid  WWJj- 
laads^  with  almoft  as  few  traces  of  pppubttion 
as  yefterday.  This  day's  journey  was  however 
rendered  more  agreeable  than  .thf  prpqadkig, 
by  the  twifts^of  woodland>  and  the  <)ecafionBl 

appearance 
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appeatanee  of  droves  of  cattle' and  horfcf. 
Vn  dined  at  a  fen^houfe,  fitiiated^a  thicket, 
whofe  peaceftil  inhabitants  bore  tliieiMrks  of 
rural  innocence  and  fimpHcity,****^  ^iftftgly 
contrafted  mth  the  wretched  liutf  that  (beltered 
us  yeflenhiy  from  the  wind 'that  reip»over 
that' Siberian  defert  Andria  is  a  baronial 
town,  fituated  upon  the  fbuthem  liittils  of  the 
Tavogliere  di  PugHa,  and  is  fupported  by  agri- 
culture, and  the  cultivation  of  the  almond-tree, 
but  priilcipally  by  the  Tavogiiiere.  We  were 
here  moft  politely  received  at  a  BenediftineoHi- 
vent,  where  I  paflfedavery  agreeable  evening 
with  my  friend  Fortis,  who  came^  hithiBr'  lo 
meet  us.  The  next  momipg  we  paffed  near 
Canofa,  acrofs  the  famous  fields  of  Cannae, 
every  fpot  of  which  being  formerly  ftained  with 
the  noble  blood  of  the  Romans^  inlpired  me 
with  the  moft  melancholy  feelings*.    At  noon 


*  This  memorable fpoty  and  every,  thing  relative  to  its 
ancient  and  military  ftoiy,  are  amply  mendon^  by  Swin» 
borne,  vol.  i. 

we 
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wfc  irached  Cerignola,  and  arrived  late  In  the 
rrenlttg  at  Foggia>  which  is  thirty  tniles  front 
Andria. 

Fbggia  IS  the  feat  of  a  particular  tribiinat 
that  depemti  upon  the  kings  alone^  and  has 
the  martagement  of  the  Tsyoglicrej  and  of  all 
the  paftures  belonging  to  the  croWn  1  attd  there 
alfo  rcfide  fuch  perfohs  W  hiv^  t^en  in  'farm 
the  moft  extehfive  traftd  of  fuch  pafture  lands* 
I  came  hither  puifpofely  to  inform  myfelf  with 
accuracy  of  every  thingcdiic^rning  the  Tavog- 
Here,  which  I  had  now  traverfed  in  its  greateft 
length  and  width,  and  examined  with  attentio*.- 
I  (hall  not  however  attempt  to  defcribe  either 
its  exa£l  fize,  its  hiftory,  or  its  interior  manage* 
ment  and  direftion,  which  are  all  defcanted 
upon  ^t  large  by  Galantij  but  (hall  confine 
myfelf  to  the  confideration  of  it  in  an  agricul- 
tutal  point  of  view. 

Almoft  the  whole  tra£l  of  land,  bounded  by 
the  Appcnrtines  on  the  weft,  by  the  Adriatic 
on  the  eaft,  by  Mount  Voltore,  and  the  town  of 
Andria^  on  the  fouth^  and  by  Monto  Gargano, 

and 
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tod  ^^ihe  rent  is'verj^fc^,  they  can  gerretalfy 
*dy  »poA  <lortfider^^  |>f  ofits,^2lnd  ftre  never  ex- 
5>0(8d  to  ttiuch  left.  Meanwhile  the  king  ?s 
Wiifleted  a  very  cdrifid^table iofef  by  this  fre- 
iq[ti«!f  prafikfe.       -- 

'  *  Seeottdfy.  As  the'  land'  is  let  only  for 
i&m  yt»i  the  fonhem  endeavour^ -to  draw  as 
tnwth  profit  from  it  as  poffible,  aftd  therefore 
feed  it  ofFto  the  very  laft  blade,  tvithout  ere6^ 
ing  flrcds  for  their  cattle,  which  arc  parked  in 
with  hurdles  made  of  the  Ferula,'as  before  men- 
iioned.  Thus  the  paftures  not  only  diminiih 
firr.value  eveiy  year,  but  as  the  cattle]  are  ex- 
pofed  t6  the  weather,'  it  happens' that  many  of 
them  perifh  in  fevete  winters,  as  was  the  cafe 
iti*  1*788  and  17^9,  when  more  than  40,000 
fheep,  and  many  other  cattle,  were  deftroyed, 
by  which  means  feveral  perfons  were  refduced 
to'dlftfefs,  ahd  the  king  expofed  to  no  incOn- 
fiderable  lofs. 

"•Thh-dly.  The-  '  opuknt  inhabitants  of 
Fo^^a  are  chiefly  to  be  donfidered  as  the 
^ir^ttailffe  bf  tft^*diinTnxition  of  the  rbyal  in- 
•  '■ »  come 
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Itdttle  from  the  Tayogllere^  for  being  wel)  ae« 
quaiftted  with  the  members  of"  the  board  coxk 
fiantly  reffident  amongftthem^  they  annually 
monopolize  the  beft  lots  at  a  very  low 
|>riGe>  and  underlet  them  at  a  high  rate  to  ihe 
ihepherds  of  Abruszo^  This  has  been  carried 
fo  far^  that  the  breeding  of  fheep  in  Abruzzo 
is  greatly  fallen  into  deeay>  and  the  Tavogliere 
confequehtly  remains  imvifited  and  unprofit^^ 
able^  In  order  to  obviate  this  abufe>  one  qi 
the  commiiTaries  employed  in  fearching  for 
Ac  caufes  of  the  evil>  recommended  leafes  o£ 
fix  years ;  but  probably  this  was  too  advanta^ 
geous  o  the  inhabitants  of  Foggia>  iince  the 
diminution  in  the  flocks  from  Abruzzo  feems 
principally  to  date  from  that  period. 

It  isnowa  queftion  how  the  Tavogliere  ihould 
he  employed  to  the  beft  advantage  of  the  royal 
purfe  s  and  the  proje£lors  chiefly  confine  them- 
felves  to  the  notion  that  it  can  only  be  made 
ufe  of  as  pafture  ground.  But  when  the  peo* 
pie  of  Abruzzo  difcover  that  in  addition  to  their 
own  paftures  they  have  land  enough  to  pro« 

Q  duce 
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duce  a  fuffcient  quatitity  bf'v^ihltei'- forage,  arid 
that  they  can  in'  confequefi6e  be  rethevefl 
?rom  the  heavy  tolls  and  rents  aifiniktlly  p^tdib 
Apulia,  the  want  of  flocks  ind'h^rd's  wilT'catifd 
the  Tavogliere  tb  b6^  confidertd-  in  andthcS 
pbint  of  view.*'  ^Nor  doT  fee'^y'fttisfaSiSry 
f&Con  why  it  flibuld  not^bfe-  bon^drted  to  all 
the  purpofes  of  agricnltufe  ;'^  ^for  although 
the  furface  6fthis  uiidulated  plain  confilf s  in 
fome  placj'es  of  only  a  thin  layer  of  vegetable 
earth  over  ftrata  of  tufa,  and  hard  limeftone; 
yet'  by  fir  the  gf^ater  paft  is  a  deep  and  ricft 
clay,  capable  of  the  mod  profitable  cultivatiom 
There  are  alio  fome  trafts  of  loamy  foil;  and 
it  may  with  truth  be  faid  that  the  Tavogliere! 
confifts  more  of  fertile  than  of  unprofitable  landl 
It  is  like  wife  watered  by  feveral  rivulets,  which, 
although  fliallow,  and  almoft  dry  in  fummer, 
are  for  much  the  more  copious  in  winter, 
^or  muft  it  be  forgotten  that  in  wet  feafons 
torn  has  fucceeded  in  many  parts  of  the  Tavog^ 
liere ;  that  pear-trees  grow  wild  in  the  very 
^w'orft  parts  of  it ;  that  the  Ferula  attains  the 
■  "■"  ^  height 
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Ijj^ight  of  twelve  feet  j  and  efpecially  that 
there  is  a  ftriking  example  in  the  conduft  of 
die  Tefuits,  who,  according  to  their  laudable 
cuftom,  had  put  diftridts  in  cultivation  at  :.Or- 
dona  and  Orta,  and  between  Cerignola  and 
Qrdonna,  where  not  only  corn  and  vines,  but 
all  forts  of  trees,  fucceeded  fo  admirably,  that  I^ 
was  aftoniflied  at  the  remnants  of  thofe  planta- 
tions, which,  upon  the  fuppreffion  of  the  order 
of  Jefuit-s,  the  royal  fuperintendants  had  fufFer- 
ed  to  decay.  The  excellent  example  of  the 
Jefuits  fliould  be  followed,  and  colonies  ftiould 
be  eftabliflied  in  the  mod  fertile  parts  of  theXa- 
vogliere,  which  might  eafily  be  fupplied  with 
w^ater  by  means  of  cifterns  and  refervoirs  to  be 
cut  in  the  limeftone,  and  refreftied  by  canals  in 
the  winter.  An  hundred  thoufandof  the  idle  in- 
habitants of  Naples  might  be  here  employed,  and 
fubfiftby  the  cultivation  and  produ6t  of  fuch  aa 
extent  of  land,  and  theneceffary  wants  of  fuch  a 
population  5  and  thus  the  king  would  doubtlefs 
receive  much  more  than  400,000  ducats  annual- 
ly. This  projeQ:  has  to  many  appeared  im- 
Q  2  portant 
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I^anf  ithd  pra£ticable ;  but  dthefs  objected, 
ffiat  as  (He  TavO|[liere  had  alwaljrs  beeh  in  paf* 
tiif^,  6Xj)erience  pointed  out  that  as  the  beft 
irtdde' 6f  cultivation ;  that  (heep  were  as  pro-' 
duftive  as  atrabl^  land,  tod  that  large  tra£ls  of 
iand  i^Sih  fectificfe'd  to  (hfeep-walks  in  England, 
the  Beft  of  cultivated  cotintries.  And  in  truth  I 
{Hall  fcJadily  fubfcf ibe  to  the  fame  opinion,  wheii 
i  fee  the  Neapolitans  equal  the  £ngli(h  in  the 
firiehefs  of  their  wool,  in  the  excellence  of 
iheir  manufaftures,  the  fcience  of  dying,  and 
ihe  comprehehfion  of  trade. 

Great  quantities  of  wool,  hides,  and  com  are 
bought  and  fold  at  the  fair  of  Foggia,  which 
is  one  of  the  nioft  frequented  in  the  kingdcnn, 
trom  Foggia,  which  contains  nothing  intereft- 
irig  to  a  traveller,  we  continued  our  journe/ 
fourteen  miles  acrofs  the  north-wfeft  part  of  the 
Tavdgliere,  to  the  bridge  of  Bovino.  As  we  ap- 
proached the  Appennifies,!  faw,  upon  a  hill  thd^^ 
town  of  Troja,  where  about  a  year  fince  weri 
found  f  jrty-four  parchment  manufcripts,  which, 
according  to  a  regifter  thef e,  were  given  to  the 

church 
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church  of  Troja  by  a  canon  in  the  eleventh  cen* 
turjr.  They  are  the  works  of  fome  of  the  fa* 
thers,  finely  written,  with  a  margin,  of  the 
width  of  four  fingers,  and  are  now  in  the  royal 
library  belonging  to  the  Studii  at  Naples. 

The  valley  of  Bovino  was  now  in  its  moll 
beautiful  apparel;  the  yellow  Cytifus,  the 
white  Acacia  falfa,  and  the  red  Arbor  vitae^ 
cloathed  the  fides  of  the  mountains ;  9nd  t^t 
ravilhing  fcenery  was  enlivened  by  the  mur*^ 
murs  of  the  brook,  and  the  chirping  of  the  ki^ 
thered  throng* 

Of  Ariano,  where  we  flept,  and  of  tl^e  j)^ 
maining  part  of  the  journey  by  AveUijQfi,  it  if 
unneceifary  to  fpeak  again  s  and  being  a^ye4 
9t  the  bufy  metropolis,  I  thus  tern(upfate4  p 
mofi  agreeabjle  journey. 


Q'3  SECTION 
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'  SECTtON  VII. 

-^Journey  from  MoLFKTtA  to  MA.r%iBiA  4nd 
^         GraviiTa,  by  the  ABfii-  Fortis. 

^-:,:.      '  •  •'.  :    ^   r^  ;    ■  •      •    •  ■'.  .■ 

*^HE  road  from  -Molfetta  to  Terlizzi  tra- 
'-  verfes  a  white  lime-ftone  plain,  more  or 
Ifefs  inclining  towaMs  the  fea;  but  this  traft, 
though  rather  uneven,  is  not  fo  vmdulated  as 
thb  plains  of  the  Daunian  Apulia*.  Thefe 
Inequalities  have  probably  been  occafione'd  by 
excavations,  of  the  fame  origin  ds  the  Pulo  di 
Molfetta  ;  and'  had  they  preferved  the  fame 
form  of  an  inverted  cone,  perhaps  they  v^ould 

*  It  may  not  be  impertinent  to  obferve  that  the  Tavog- 
liere  di  Puglia,  is  ftill  called  the  Daunian  Apulia,  by  the 
learned,  who  alfo  diftingui(h  the  trad  of  land  between  Bar- 
letta  and  Bari  by  the  name  of  Peucetia,  the  country  about 
Brindifi  by  that  of  Japyga,  and  the  environs  of  Oriaand  Fran- 
cavillaby  thatof  Meffapia ;  whiift  the  whole  heel  of  the  boot 
is  called  Frovincia  Selentina,  and  the  Bafiiicata  is  termed 
Lucania*    De  Sails* 

alfo. 
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ilfo  hdtve '  becfdrac'  natural . .  Taltpetre  cayiertis; 
The  hard  litxaeftoric;  With  wkich  the  church.^ 
.Ttarlizzi.  IS  conllrufted,.  i3  impregnated  witll 
faltpetre,.  but:. contains  no  other  extraneous 
fcodies,  excepA  ^  very,  large  fort  of  coraiite.  .  v 
:  The  towit  of  Terlizzi  contains  10,000  iphabt 
tants^  wbofe  open,  chearful,  an4  Jocial  charaet 
ter,.  greatly  diftingulflnes^  them,  from;; thefr 
gloomy  neighbours  at  Mplfetta,  Giqvepazzo, 
;and  Ruvp.  Although  they  are;  much  lefs,  opu^ 
-ient  than  the  people  of  Molfetta,  apd  fub$^ 
^enly  by  agriculture, .  they  have  liberated  then% 
felves  from  £cu4al  flavery,  at. the  price  of 
.90,000  ducats  {£.1 6,875},  iadvanced  to  them  >y 
ameircantile.hpufe,  and  for  which  they  chear- 
-fuUy  pay  an::a»«ttal  intereft;  a  ftep  whi^k 
.their  Molfetta  neighbours  peyer  could  refply^f 
.to  follow. ..  Their  great  profits  arifefrom  tUt 
cultivation  of /the  almond  tr^ej  for  they  hav# 
but  few  olive-trees,  their  elev&ted  fituq^tion  ^^ 
Tpofing  the.i?i  to  froft,  by  which  alfq  the  aln^o&4- 
trees  are  :^m^times  feverely  affefted.-  A 
foleiiin  feaft  1$.  annually  celebrated  here,  a^ia 

Q4  all 


%i%  TKAVBL8   TO   HATlEit  ' 

all  the  towns  of  the  kingdom,  in  honour  of  thcr 
patron  of  the  place.  At  Terlizzi,  the  patron 
is  a  Madonna,  who  appears  upon  her  feaft  day^ 
made  of  pafte-board,  in  a  pafteboard  carriage, 
dtawn  by  fix  horfes,  of  the  fam^  materials,  This 
airy  groupe  is  conveyecl  through  ^11  parts  of  the 
town,^t  the  annual  charge  of  4Q0  ducats  i£,J5.) 
Ithe  unprejudiced  inhabitant^  have  long  finc9 
wilhed  to  employ  this  fum  in  mending  the 
highways,  but  have  as  conftantly  been  oppofed 
by  the  lower  claffes  of  people,  who,  in  con* 
Ibrmity  to  the  vi^w^  of  their  fellow  citizens, 
Jjavc,  at  their  own  exp^nce,  made  a  very  fine 
road,  a  mile  in  length,  from  one  of  the  gates  of 
the  town.  It  is  Angular  that  the  inhabitants 
of  Terlizzi  never  would  permit  any  of  the  reli^ 
gious  orders,  poffeffing  property,  to  eftablifh 
themfelves  in  the  town,  and  that  there  fhould 
even  be  cjaufes  in  their  laws,  which  prefervc 
them  from  that  danger.  Even  the  Jefuits,  who 
ii^nuated  themfelves  every  where,  never  could 
fucceed  in  making  their  neft  at  Terlizzi ;  and 
this  perhaps  is  the  reafoR  why  the  inhabitantii 

arc 


are  more  liberal,  hofpltfilj^le,  (tn^  qiie^rfal  tb^jt 
thofe  m  the  neighbouring  towns,  which  fwar^i 
with  the  monaftio  tribe,.  .At)oul  three  mil^ 
iroih  thp  toWt),  the  mfedor  citizens,  artifts^  ao^ 
jneehamcs  have  bui)t  a  whole  village  of  eo^tt 
try  houfes,  confining  of  upwards  of  an  hun4rp4 
fmaU  hut«»  conftrp^ed  with  uacen^^nted  ftone, 
where  they  amuf^  themfelviea  dvnng  the  ^ 
feafon  of  the  year, 

Ruvo,  a  town  not  far  from  Terii^zi,  appeaiy 
fyy  its  iilver  medali^  to  have  been  formerly  in  fi 
very  flounlhing  ftate  i  it  is  however  at  prefenft 
not  only  quite  the  reverfe>  but  extremely  filthf 
and  diigufting, 

From  Terlizzi,  to  a  country-hpufe  called  Safi 
Oiorgio,  the  foil  is  the  fame  as  near  the  towifc 
but  U  there  fucceeded  by  a  tufa,  ftretching  fe- 
v^al  hundred  yards  into  the  wood  of  Sa^tii 
Eugenia,  beyond  which  is  a  plain  belonging 
to  the  town  of  ^itonto.  Towards  the  fea  th^ 
inhabitants  have  planted  olive-trees,  but  the 
reft  of  their  territory  is  wholly  devoted  to  thie 
cultivation  of  corn.    jProbably  this  was  always 

their 


'tibcir'  ptiiit}^ithrAnch  of  ihMtry'i  an  ear  of 
^com  b«ng*foilfid'fupoii  their  medals,/  as  alfo 
'Ujion  thofc  of'  R4vo^  -^  This^rptain..is  rltourirfed 
^"  the  feutlwjfift^by '  a  cfcam:  ofrlov^q.  iiak«d, 
itciiiy  hHls>^6di<fd  !La  Mui^giav  d)iefly:%:bmpQred 
'of'hard- limd^l&be^aqd  mtadTdSled  dunbg>digltt 
fellies  bj  a  Wiffdiiig'raviiid,*:^^ 
have  been  ifttrmdrly  the  bed  ^f  .a:torrent. .  The 
road  is  extremely  bad  and  dangerous,  biin|; 
•  ?tejtfe!itlj^feiFfej(ted  by  baiidiwi.    To  this  Why- 
^th.  fucceedf  the  plains  icrf.  Altcmura,  wherfe 
tiifais  feen  fbr  a  few  moments,  but  isfyeed^ 
replaced  by  a  haard  limc-^ne;  in  the  dry  wdl$ 
'  whereof  I  found  the  fame  Varieties,  cold^uri, 
-pudcling-flxine,  petrifaSions,  and  particularly 
orthoceratites,  as  in  Dalmatia.     La  Murgia 
tefembled  the  bald  hills  upon  the  banks  of  the 
Stebenico  5  and   the  plains  of  Cognie   ]^ruta 
were  brought  to  my  recoUeftion  by  thofe  of 
'lAltamuraL:  'Leaving  that  town  upon  my  left, 
rl- continued  my  journey  to  Gravina,  a  barortial 
^'town  in  the  Bafilicata,  belonging  to  the  family 
-of'Orfiai.   *Two.  miles  before  I  reached  that 
\  .'•  place 


place  I  again  difcovered  the  tufa,  which  had 
drfappeared  upon  the  -plain,  and  found  it  ex* 
aftly  like  that  of  Bifceglia,  Molfetta,  Andrk, 
and  Ganofa. '  Near  the  two'  firft  towns  if  ap- 
pears like  atruft  lijioh' the  plain;  but  near  the 
others,  as  alfa  at'Gr^vina,  it  fwells  into  mode* 
rate  hillocks,  which  nfeir  the  latter  pkce  ex- 
tend to  a  confiderable  diftanoe.'  Gravinaftands 
in  a  deep  valley,  which  was  probably  hollowed 
out  of  the  tufa  by  the  torrent  tJrava,  upon 
whofe  banks  the  tbwn  is  fo  fitaatbd^  that  the 
traveller  is  not  aware  of  it  until  'he  is  hard  by; 
and  the  approaches  to  it  are  rendered  terrify- 
ing and  dangerous  by  the  extrenie  fteepnefecf 
the  hills.  The  town  is  furrounded  by  good 
walls  and  towers,  of  fquare  blocks  of*  tufa, 
probably  conftrufted  in  the  iixte^nlh  century. 
I  cannot  howefVer  determine  when  the  town 
was  founded ;  but  as  fome  very, fine  vafeshavc 
been  dug  up' therejit  was  perhaps  inhabited^ ^ 
a  very  early  period.  Cojni^  and  pictures,  qf 
the  time  of  the  Greek  emperors,  have  been 
found ;  but  m  Roman  infcriptions  or  monu- 
ments 
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iMntt  have  as  yet  been  difcorered.    There  ip 
Wft  one  toleraUe  houfe  m  the  whole  towi^ 
irbtph  c^taias  lo^ooo  inbabitaQts;  «nd  Af 
coounoQ  people  4^U  cshiefl/i  as  at  AmiKi» 
fai  cgven)9=  hoUowed  out  of  the  tufa.    Theie 
tayems  miaft  undovbtadiy  have  been  inhabited 
during  the  reigns  of  the  Greek  eoiperors ;  % 
there  are  fome  reprefentbg'churohesj  with  f^ 
wnri  and  two  ailes,  paved>  and  adorned  wit|i 
fireico  paintings  of  faipts^  of  which  there  ftr^ 
$ai\  many  traces  that  atteft  the  tade  of  the 
Seventh  and  eighth  centuries.   The  inhabitaqta 
oftbefe  fubterraneous  dwellings  are  exceiSyely 
filthy;   and  tiie  unwholfome  ftate   of  their 
t>odies  is  fufEciently  indicated  by  their  com* 
'plexions.    Not  lefs  offenfive  and  dirty  are  the 
ftrcets,  which  are  almoft  intolerable  to  a  ftranger. 
4Such  a  climate  feems  to  be  peculiarly  favour- 
itble  to  monks,  who  indeed  abound  at  Gravina; 
"but  their  cleanlinefs  was  painted  to  me  in  fuch 
•colours  as  did  away  all  defire  of  acquaintance 
*lfrith  them. 

Upon  the  twentieth  of  April  commences 

at 
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at  Gravina  one  of  the  greateft  fairs  in  tlift  lifig. 
liom,  which  is  hdd  upon  a  place  little  BiJttei' 
than  a  morafs;  and  as  the  refort  is  extremely 
greats  all  the  convents  are  then  cOilVerted  into 
inns.  The  merchants  are  forced  to  pay  a  vet^ 
heavy  tax  for  wooden  booths,  fo  ill  conftruaed^ 
that  they  are  every  where  expofed  to  the  rfeiti  j 
ib  that  whole  Warehoufes  hav6  frequently  bei^ri 
fpoiled,  and  a  dealer  in  prints  and  ihApi  thk 
year  loft  a  ftotk  worth  36ooducats — 0^562.  i  w.j 
The  Neapolitan  fhop-kcepers,  milleners,  and 
jewellers,  here  expofe  to  fale  their  old  fa^ 
filioned  goods,  which  are  greedily  purchafed 
by  the  provincial  apes,  and  half  wild  beauties, 
who  flock  thither  from  the  neighbouring  moun^ 
tains,  and  return  to  their  fequeftered  nefts  in 
the  rocks,  to  be  envied  by  their  lefs  opulent 
relatives  and  neighbours.  But  cattle  form  thi 
inain  objeft  of  fale  at  this  fair,  where  thtt 
ftewards  of  the  barons  difpofe  of  the  horfes, 
inules,  buffaloes,  fheep,  and  fwine,  as  alfo  of 
fuch  cheefe,  fait  meat,  and  raw  wool,  as  afii 
not  wanted  upon  the  eftates* 

Ihad 
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I  hsid  undertaken  this  journey  entirely  fof 
the  purpofe  of  obferving  how  faltpetre  is  made^ 
bere,  aiid  ,was  not  a  little  furprized  at  finding 
all  the  inhabited  and  uninhabited  caverns  in 
the  tufa  hiUs,  full  of  faltpetre,  which  every 

where  covers  the  tufa.    But  the  undertakers  of 

*.  -  '     '  '   .        ■ 

the  faltpetre  works  derive  little  advantage  from 
this  circumftance,  and  choofe  to  vex  the  poof 
inhabitants  with  the  privilege  of  cleanfing  their 
ftables,  and  carrying  away  the  dung,  rather 
than  make  ufe  of  the  native  faltpetre,  and 
leave  the  dung  for  the  purpofe  of  fertilizing 
the  acid  corn-fields  of  the  Bafilicata.  This  is 
the  more  vexatious,  as  the  environs  of  Gra- 
vina  produce  nothing  but  corn,  ,of  which  theif 
unmanured  fields  annually  yield  30,000  tomoli; 
fo  that  the  advantage  of  manuring  the  ground 
may  eafily  be  calculated.  The  penalty  of  being 
fent  to  the  gallies  is  alfo  infiifted  upon  fuch  as 
colleft  and  fell  the  faltpetre,  which  nature 
bounteoufly  offers  in  the  caverns,  and  which 
once  formed  a  very  confiderable  branch  of  the 
trade  of  Gravina. 

-  The 
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^  The  following  is  the  method  here  prafilifed 
of  preparing. the.  faltpetre. .  Firft,  inftead  of 
fvreeping  away  only:  the  impregnated  earth  ia 
the  grottos,  they  cut  away  large  pieces  of  tuf«. 
fibne,  which  they  carry  off,  andttnix  with  the: 
diing. 

.   Secondly.  The.earthis  not  cleanfed  by  the 
•    help. of  fire,  though  the  difFereface  in  the  pro- 
vince is  as  two  to  fix,  and  in  the  expence,  as 
two  to  three. 

Thirdly.  The  lie  is  never  ftirred  about,  but  is 
fufFered  to  evaporate  before  it  is  fufficiently 
faturated. 

Fourthly.  The  evaporation  is  efFefted  by 
ftant  boiling. 

Fifthly.  As  the  fuelisfumiftied  gratis  to  the 
undertakers,  they  rather  wafte  than  fpare  it; 
although  it  is  very  dear  in  a  country  wholly 
deftitute  of  wood.  '     \   '       ^ 

Laftly.  The  purified  earth  is  fufFered  to  re- 
main ufelefs  in  the  open  air,  although  in  fuch 
a  climate  it  might  be  turned  to  account,  if 
properly  proteaed  from  the  fun  aad  rain,  .      . 

As 


As  tha  Ikltp^ttc  cdntrafts  extend  6Vef  C&f* 
tain  diltriOiSi  thlit  of  Grivitia  comprehends  thofe 
^  Matera^  Genofa^  Orottola,  Pamarica,  and 
Monte  Scagliofo,  of  which  the  ftvo  firft  con-» 
^in  as  much  native  faltpetre  in  their  tufa 
caverns,  as  in  any  other  country  wrould  make 
fliein  coniidered  as  a  treafure.  The  contraftor 
at  Graviiia  is  bound  annually  to  fuhiifti  thd 
crown  with  200  cantara  of  pure  faltpetre ;  but 
he  might  eafily  deliver  2000,  without  the  leaft 
kijury  to  the  inhabitants. 

In  travelling  from  Gravina  to  Matera  I  af* 
cended  a  mountain,  and  arrived  upon  a  plain, 
whofe  furface  of  vegetable  earth  repofes  upon 
clay  and  tufa.  Three  miles  from  Gravina  I 
entered  an  oak  foreft  belonging  to  the  Duke  of 
Gravina,  three  miles  acrofs,  and  in  which  a 
great  number  of  cattle  were  grazing.  Proba* 
biy  the  foil  of  this  foreft  was  once  the  bed  of  a 
torrent ;  for  it  corififts  df  a  coarfe  fand,  mixed 
with  round  ftones.  Upon  quitting  the  wood 
I  traverfed  fome  level  corn-fields  during  two 
miles,  and  defcended  to  PiccianO,  where  the 

tufa 
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tufa  tt^in  appears  iinder  the  clay,  and  is  (aid 
ftlfo  to  be  impregnated  with  faltpetrer  I  here 
crofled  the  bed  of  a  torrent,  and  during  an  hour 
climbed  up  a  hill,  towards  a  tufftone  'ndge^  Gxh 
gularly  interfe£ted>  in  all  dire£lions,  by  raifed 
veins;  and  below  it,  not  far  {torn  Mat  era,  ii 
dug  a  thick  tufa,  that  well  anfwers  the  pur«^ 
pofes  o\  building.  The  petrifaftions  correfpOnd 
with  thofe  at  Andria  aid  Molfetta:*.  After  a 
journey  of  twelve  miles  I  reached  Mateja/  the 
capital  of  the  Bafiltcata,  the  feat  of  a  tribunaU 
and  the  rcfidence  of  an  archbifhop.    . 

Although  this  town  was  not  founded  before 
the  eighth  century,  the  granite  pillars,  with 
Corinthian  capitals,  at  the  great  door  of  the 
archiepiicopal  palace,  and  upon  the  out  fide  of 
the  chqrch,  feem  to  indicate  the  exiftence  of  a 
town  here,  or  in  the  neighbourhood,  of  greater 
antiquity.  As  there  are  no  fimilar  columns 
within  the  church,  which  was  built  in  1270, 
thofe  on  the  outfide  Were  probably  difcovered 
afterwards* 

Matera  is  fituated,  like  Gravina^  in  a  valley, 
/  •  R  300 
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5001  feet  dsep^  tke  Aeep  fides  of  the  hiU^  being 
fiiH  of  cavemi^  ens  above  aoodaen  It  £eemi 
indeed  99  if  the  fpotim  alon^  hitd  heea  iofaa^^ 
bited  imrng  the  <ai^  ag^ss  for  the  hpidea 
appear  V>  h^hmg  td  tht  fixteMth  ceiit«uy  ^  aai 
•mimgft  ^grottos  tbeve  we  nM  onlyckisrchee^ 
ef  vhick  one  h  flUi  caHed  Santa  Maria  deli? 
idlbwdmzB,  bat  aUb  coftveats,  mo&  of  wbidi 
are  AiU  to  be  difeehied*  in  genecal  th^  lower 
da^ea  ftili  bihabk  thde  grottos,  fomeof  whicii 
am  ¥ei7  regularly  eaccamtcd^and  to  which  they 
addj  as  at  Aria»o>  a  pent-houfir,  with  a  wall> 
dooF,  and  windows.  I  tifited  the  -greater  part 
of  <3iem,  aithoagh  not  wid^mt  danger;  for  if 
I  had  made  one  falfe  ftep,  f  had  Inevitably 
fidlen  down  the  precipice,  and  been  cru&ed 
to  pieces  5  nor  could  I  help  fhudderirig  at  the 
idea  that  fo  many  thoufand  perfons  had,  during 
fo  many  ages,  been  fuccefiively  expofed  to  fuch 
dangers. 

i  found  the  ta^a  fall  of  petrifii£lions,  and 
colle£ted  fome  fine  terebratulse,  echinites  with 
li^k  fpines^   pe^aites,  and  haliotites;  but 

could 
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could  iind  neither  chamites^  nor  oftracite^ 
which  however  abound  at  Andria.  I  obferve4 
fcveral  round  layers  of  hard  limeftone  inclofed 
in  this  tufa,  whofe  interior  muft  be  extremely 
foft  5  for  it  appears  that  the  firft  inhabitant^ 
i;^s^de  excavations  in  it  without  the  affiftance 
^  iron  implements ;  a  fort  o(  knife  of  flint- 
^one,  and  axes,  like  thofe  now  ufed  by  the 
favage  nations,  having  been  found  in  theip 
f9Ycm$.  This  tufa  is  alfo  impregnated  with 
faJtpetre,  which  oozes  out  wherever  it  is  ejj:- 
pofed  to  the  fun;  and  although  the  caverns 
fituatcd  towards  the  north  are  very  damp,  the 
tufa,  when  broken,  dried  and  pounded,  alFords 
a  (ufficient  quantity  of  faltpetre. 

Many  of  the  innumerable  caverns,  in  the 
^eep  banks  of  the  Grava  and  GraviteUa,  are 
iieemed  inacceffible;  but  the  fmuggjers  let 
themfelves  down  by  ropes,  and  ufu^ly  find  there 
great  lumps  of  faltpetre,  which,  when  purified, 
is  called  Camfora,  from  its  exterior  fimilitude 
to  camphire.  Thefe  finugglerjs  know  better 
than  the  contractors  how  to  ufe  the  advantage 
R  2  which 
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which  nature  has  beftowed  upon  this  country^ 
by  giving  it  the  native  faltpetre*. 

Matera  is  faid  to  contain  14,000  inhabitants, 
amongft  whom  are  feveral  very  rich  and  confi- 
derable  families.  But  although  the  town  is  the 
ieat  of  a  tribunal,  and  the  refidence  of  a  nume* 
foils  clergy,  there  reigns>  efpeci?illy  among  the 
latter,  an  aftoni(hing  degree  of  ignorance ;  and 
as  for  the  arts  and  fciences,  no  favourable  men- 
tion can  be  made  of  them.  The  people  of 
Matera  principally  fubfift  by  agriculture,  and 
the  breeding  of  horfes,  mules,  fheep,  and  hogs. 

*  The  cnftoflji  which  the  people  in  the  footheni^  or  rather 
central  provinces  of  the  kingdom^  ftill^preierYCJ  of  dwel- 
ling in  caverns,  which  for  the  mod  part  contain  faitpetre» 
jnight  lead  perhaps  to  the  idea  that  the  faltpetre  is  caufed 
by  thefe  caverns  having  been  formerly  more  inhabited  than 
at  prefent ;  but  as  at  the  Palo  di  Molfetta  I  faw  fmall  holes 
in  the  hard  lime-ftone,  in  which  was  faltpetre ;  and  as  it  is 
evident  that  holes,  of  larger  dimenfions,  but  alike  in  form, 
owe  their  fize  to  the  oozing  ont  of  the  faltpetre,  it  is  poS« 
Ue  that  large  caverns  may  gradually  have  been  formed  m 
die  fame  manner.  Nor  can  I  poffibly  conceive  that  a  whole 
mafs  of  lime-ftone  could  be  impregnated  feveral  yards  thick 
with  faltpetre  by  the  aoere  drcnmflance  of  habitation. 

De  Salis. 

Bread, 
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Breads  water,  and  wine,  the  three  great  necef- 
faries  of  life,  are  in  high  perfeftion  at  this 
place ;  and  the  two  firft  are  not  inferior  to  any 
in  the  kingdom.  The  women,  of  the  upper 
claffes,  are  not  without  beauty ;  but  the  com- 
mon people  are  extremely  ugly,  ragged,  and 
filthy,  of  a  cruel  and  barbarous  difpofition,  and 
fo  addicted  to  the  mod,  atrocious  crimes,  that 
the  prifons  continually  fvvarm  with  malefaftors, 
ieferving  death  in  its  fevereft  forms.  This  is 
principally  to  be  afcribed  to  the  clouds  of  igno- 
rance and  darknefs  in  which  the  province  of 
Balilicata  is  ftill  enveloped,  and  to  the  little 
care  which  has  hitherto  been  taken  to  enlighten 
its  inhabitants  3  nor  will  thev  emerge  from  their 
prefent  ftate  of  barbarifm  until  they  have  better 
roads,  more  humane  barons,  and  more  intelli- 
gent and  upright  governors.  Much  is  here 
?ittributed  to  the  misfortune  of  having  had  two 
fucceffive  prefidents,  whofe  charafter  and  con- 
duct at  length  occafioned  their  recall  5  but  I 
afcribe  much  more  to  the  abominable  filth  fo 
prevalent  in  this  town,  to  the  mode  of  living, 
R  3  and 
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tnd  ib  the  t)fOvifiofts;  T^hith,  wHfe  tfee  ^fk 
feafohS,  tiSve  rthdered  thefe  people  unworthj' 
of  the  human  form^  and  expofed  them  to  difof* 
ders  and  accidents  With  which  more  rfeafonibW 
fceings  ftldom  are  affllfiied.  Without  Speaking 
6(  the  number  of  cretitiS  (although  without 
goitres),  and  of  thofe  who' are  deformed  frorii 
fheir  birth,  it  is  fufficient  to  mention  the  Lupi 
Mannari,  who,  ruflhmg  out  of  their  fubterrd!* 
iieous  holes  during  the  night,  fend  forth  the 
moft  terrifying  howls,  wallow  In  the  mud,  and 
in  the  heaps  of  filth  and  ordure,  and  defpefafel;^ 
attack  fuch  as  chance  to  faU  in  their  way. 

In  the  fummer  are  feen  a  number  of  irifei 
and  women,  called  Tarantulati,  who,  decked 
out  in  vine-leaves  and  red  ribbons,  are  fuflferedl 
to  dance  unmolefted  about  the  ftreets.  \ 

Finally ;  a  difeafe  called  the  monacello,  or 
Tincube,  is  here  very  common  amongft  niea 
and  women,  who  are  delivered  over  to  exor^ 
cifm,  and  other  impofitions  of  the  priefts.  Ali 
fhefe  maladies  are  ufually  preceded  by  a  pro* 
fotihd  melancholy,  and  are  caufed  not  fo  much 
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hf  tht  h^t  6f  the  dimate,  as  by  the  mod^  of 
life,  atid  the  nature  of  the  diet  preval^sit  in  fhfer 
part  of  the  coufitry.  The  exceflive  ufe  of  fiA 
ttid  Haiicid  pbrkj  the  enckaftlinefs  iirthe  houfe^ 
tod  in  the  dark  and  humid  caverns,  and  th* 
evaporations  from  the  open  privies,  and  hill* 
of  filth  and  ordure  that  are  left  ill  the  Itreets^ 
are  the  phyfical  caufes  of  thefe  melancholy  diA 
orders,  which  generally  terminate  in  the  moft 
dreadful  manner.  To  fill  up  the  meaiufe  ei 
misfortune,  there  is  no  tolerable  phyfician  or 
furgeon  throughout  the  country,  Und  I  advlft 
no  one  to  fuffer  a  tooth  to  be  drawti  there,  uti* 
lefs  he  choofes  alfo  to  rifle  th*  fraftufe  of  1^ 
jaw. 

All  the  foil  around  Matera  is  not  of  the  na- 
ture of  tufa ; '  for  in  many  places  it  is  argilla* 
ceous,  and  here  and  there  is  fome  gyps,  which 
18  alio  found  in  confiderable  quantity  at  Monte 
Scagliofd,  about  fix  miles  diftant*. 

♦  The  Author  fcnt  to  me,  from  the  environs  of  Monte 

Scsglioib,  fome  ioe  fpecimens  of  Mufcory  talc,  fo  large  and 
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The  volcanic  fwamps,  or  macalubas,  cxaftljf 
tefembKng  thofe  in  Sicily,  the  duchy  of  Modena, 
and  the  BerguIlo>  near  Imola,  are  found  in 
great  abundance  near  Matera,  and  in  other 
parts  of  the  Bafilicata.  Were  they  pierced 
with  a  borer,  there  is  little  doubt  of  their  pro- 
ducing  fomewhat  reni?irkable,  and  probably 
Hate  and  coaI« 

From  Matera  I  traverfed  an  undulated  plain 
with  an  excellent  foil,  but  deftitute  of  trees,  to 
Altamura,  a  town  containing  16,000  inhabi- 
tants, arid  founded  in  the  year  123Z,  during 
the  reign  of  the  Emperor  Frederic  the  Second. 
In  its  neighboi^rbood  are  the  remain^  of  an 
ancient  city,  which  however  is  certainly  not 
Petilia,  as  affirmed  by  the  learned  of  Altamura* 
Corn  and  cattle  here  form  the  chief  objefts  of 

beautifully  tranfparent,  that  it  is  ufed  there,  and  in  many 
towns  in  the  central  provinces  of  the  kingdom,  in  lieu  of 
panes  of  glafs*  It  is  incredible  how  much  mineralogical  lo. 
formation  might  be  procured  in  the  interior  of  the  kingdom^ 
yfCTt  it  as  fecure  travelling  there  as  upon  the  coails* 

induftrjr* 
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tnduftry.  Jn  the  environs  are  feveral  hollow 
places,  or  puli,  with  limeftone  ftrata  hollowed 
out,  and  impregnated  with  faltpetre^  and  long 
fincc  kuowa  to  the  fmu£;gleis« 
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SECTION    VIH. 

Journey  to  Poestum. 

BETWEEN  uninterrupted  rows  of  villas 
and  gardens,  the  road  paffes  from  the 
bufy  hum  of  Naples  to  the  quiet  Portici,  the 
Baiae  of  the  modern  Neapolitans,  extending 
almoft  as  far  as  the  .Torre  dell'  Annunziata. 
Although  the  prefent  nobles  relifh  all  kinds  of 
difSpation  and  amufement  as  well  as  the  an- 
cient Romans,  yet  the  latter  underftodd  the 
enjoyment  of  a  country  life  better  than  the 
moderns.  When  by  means  of  defcriptions, 
and  ftill  exifting  veflages,  we  compare  their 
villas'with  thofe  ci  Pc rrici,  we  cannot  help  be- 
wailing the  bad  tafte  and  indifcretion  of  the 
moderns,  whofe  enormous  and  ill-diftributed 
palaces,  furrounded  by  arid,  uniform,  and  un- 
fliaded  gardens,  are  continually  expofed  to  the 

irrefiftible 


Atafiftible  attacks  oF  an  altdeftroying  lara.  It 
ii  ttnft  tlnat  Portid  is  rtiueh  more  healthy  thaa 
Bai^,  that  it  pofieffes  a  magnificent  prdfped^ 
dfpecially  of  the  capital,  and  that  it  is  fur-k 
rounded  by  a  ihoft  fertile  country,  ^roduQiyd 
of  the  choiceft  fruits.  But  that  purity  and 
health,  which  rendered  it  the  paradife  of  toti* 
quity,  might  eafily  be  reftored  to  the  air  of 
0ai$,  which  polfeffes  every  other  advantage  ia 
i  fuperior  degree,  and  whofe  enjoyment  would 
ib*  Undidurbed  by  the  frightful  crackling  of  a 
volcatio,  or  the  deftruftive  inroads  of  a  fireatt 
dffire. 

Between  the  Torre  del  Greco  and  the  Torrtr 
deir  Aftnuiiziata  I  croSed  a  dream  of  lava,  that 
broke  out  in  1769,  at  the  foot  of  Vefuvius,  riot 
,far  from  tht  road,  arid  fan  ifito  the  fea,  acroft 
a  beautiful  and  fertile  coufitry,  which  it  coii^ 
Verted  into  a  defart,  aid  a  chaos.  The  place 
of  its  origin  is  diftinguUhed  by  three  moderate 
hills,  of  a  conic  form,  and  hollow  in  the  centre. 
The  Comparifon  of  this  wafte  with  the  neigh*, 
bouring  Elyfium,  cxpofed  to  a  fimilar  faftef, 

awakens 
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awakens  the  mod  melancholy  thoughts;  but 
when  on  the  other  hand  we  confider  that  even 
this  defolation  bears  within  it  the  feeds  of  a 
ftill  more  fruitful  diftriO:,  that  a  Paradife  may 
be  formed  therefrom,  fuperior  to  the  furround- 
ing  plains,  that  this  lava  is  already  become 
earth,  and  that  plants  are  cherifhcd  in  fome 
parts  of  its  unfriendly  lap,  we  are  in  fome 
meafure  comforted  by  the  univerfal   law  of 
nature,  that  even  deftruftion  contains  the  germ 
of  life.    Not  lefs  linking  is  the  circumftance  of 
this  lava  being  fo  foon  capable  of  vegetation, 
fince  fome  in  Sicily  difcovers  no  fymptpms  of 
decompofition,  though  it  has  been  expofed  to 
a  much  warmer  fun,  and  all  the  changes  of  the 
atmofphere,  during  feveral  centuries.  This  dif- 
ference is  chiefly  to  be  afcribed  to  their  inte* 
rior  compofition ;  the  lava  of  Mount  /Etna  con* 
taining  feldtfpath  and  pebbles,  whilft  that  of 
Vefuvius  principally  confifts  of  fchorl,  granite, 
and  argillaceous  earth.  They  who  judge  of  the 
age  of  Java  by  its  progrefs  in  decompofition 
muft  be  always  liable  to  error,  unlefs  they  at 

the 
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the  fame  time  take  into  the  account  its  various 
component  parts.  They  alfo  have  been  greatly 
wide  of  the  truth,  who  have  judged  of  the 
periods  in  which  the  lava  has  flowed,  by  the 
thicknefs  of  the  layers  of  earth,  between  ftreams 
of  lava  that  lie  one  above  another ;  for  even 
allowing  that  the  date  of  one  or  two  might  be 
given  as  a  foundation  upon  which  to  proceed, 
one  fort  of  lava  will  in  ten  years  have  a  ftratum 
of  earth  a  foot  deep  upon  it,  and  another  fort 
have  fcarcely  the  fame  quantity  in  two  hundred 
years. 

From  the  Torre  deir  Annunziata  to  Nocera, 
a  diftance  of  about  ten  miles,  the  road  pafles 
near  the  ancient  Pompeii,  and  over  a  very  fer- 
tile and  well  cultivated  country  to  La  Scafata, 
where  it  traverfes  the  Sarno.  Nocera,  the 
Nuceria  of  the  ancients,  is  fituated  nineteen 
miles  from  Naples,  at  the  foot  of  that  branch  of 
the  Apennines,  which,  feparating  from  the  great 
mafs  near  Avella,  and  ftretching  towards  the 
fouth-weft,  advances  into  the  fea,  twelve  miles 
beyond  Cajfliellaraare,  and  divides  the  bay  of 

Naple^ 


JJapks  from  that  of  Salerno,  Near  Sorrctttf 
^nd  Maflfa,  on  k$  northern  fide,  it  forms  $i 
genriy  inclining  ftofe^  cmbellifhed  with  houfes 
f^d  fertile  fields ;  bi^t  upon  the  £de  of  Salerno 
|t  ppflififts  of  ateipft  j^pendjcjvilar  w^lJs  of  rock, 
f^i|4  the  trayetleT  js  aftonif^^  at  th<^  fitusttiQH 
1^  the  negk^ed  ^fBB.]&,  of  Mai^djgiri  (f^xnoi^ 
for  the  excellence  of  its  macarpni)^  and  of  the 
^flifull  Gaffuri,  clinglpg  to  thje  fides  of  the  ^pfl: 
lljipe^doiis  roc^^. 

Though  limeftotM?  .eonftiiut^s  the  prevailing 
mafs  of  thefe  mountains,  yet  the  amphitheatri* 
cally  formed  Sorrento  Ijas  la  vpjca»ic  foil,  whofe 
prigin  nnifl:  be  very  doubtful  to  the  obferver, 
imiefs  he  c^  perfuade  himfelf  that  a  volcano 
<mce  exifted  in  this  chain  of  calcareous  rock. 
The  hills  aroujid  Nocera  are  moftly  ifolated, 
and  have  by  no  means  the  appearance  of  a 
iconnefted  chain,  but  rather  of  maffes  formed 
}>y  inundations  and  their  fteep  fides  are  clothed 
5Vith  meagre  coppices. 

The  town  of  Nocera  is  not  ill  built,  and 
f^pntains  about  1 6,000  inhabitants,  whofe  wild 

and 
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tnd  «tmbilarian  couutenances  ^re  by  ao  meant 
mvitiog ;  nor  was  I  furprifed  at  hearing  that 
fcarcely  a  day  pafles  without  aa  afTaffination.  I 
could  indeed  almoA  perfuade  myfelf  that  this 
blood  thirfty  difpofifion  is  rather  encouraged 
than  checked,  in  hopes  of  exterminating  this 
wild  race  of  people  by  their  own  hands. 

Tlie  furrounding  lands  are  finely  cultivated ; 
and  a  moggia  of  ground  worth  600  ducats-^ 
(jf  112.  lOJ.) — is  ufually  let  for  20  or  25  ducat^ 
9L  year —{from  ;C 3-  i$s.  to  £4.  i^s.  gd.) 

As  I  paffed  the  evening  in  the  royal  barrack^ 
with  the  Baron  de  Bock^  a  brave  and  worthy 
officer,  commanding  the  regiment  in  garrifpnj 
J  had  no  opportunity  of  learning  amongft  fol- 
dicrs  any  thing  relative  to  the  arts  of  peace,  or 
jthe  manufactures  of  Nocera  3  and  the  antiqui^ 
iies  have  been  fufficiently  defcribed  by  Swin^^ 
bume,  as  well  as  accurately  reprefented  w  thp 
/Vojrage  Pittprefque. 

Early  the  next  morniqg  I  cpotinued  my  jour^ 
ney  towards  Salw^p.  Th$  road  thrpugh  th^ 
uralley  pf  La  Cav^i  travwfc^  the  abov^meii- 

tioned 
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tioned  chain^  and  rtms  tfaraugb  it  almoft  td  the 
gulph  of  Salerno*  He  vrho  is  fatiated-with  the 
Campagna  Felice^  whicfa^  though  rich,  be« 
comes  tedious  from  its  uniformity ;  he  who  is 
tired  of  .the  majeftic  but  evei*  refemblin^  pro* 
fpeft  of  the  vaft  £ar&ce  of  the  fea;  ^d  be 
who  diiira£kd  witli  the  unceafing  noife  and 
buftle  of  the  metropolis,  is  deiirous  of  frefli 
Bir,  folitude,  and  nature,  let  him  repair  to  th^ 
peaceful  and  enchanting  valley.  The  gentle 
Hopes  of  the  hills  are  here  cloathed  with  wood^ 
and  their  pointed  fummits  crowned  with  nu-^ 
merous  towers;  wbilft  fmiling  villages,  fur* 
founded  with  vineyards  and  Comrfields,  em« 
bellifli  the  recefle^  of  the  winding  vallie^ 
which  either  fpread  out  into  richly  cultivated 
plains,  or  are  narrowed  into  fhady  dingles, 
bounded  by  lofty  rocks.  The  highway  pafles 
through  this  delightful  country ;  and  the  trar 
veller  is  continually  amufed  with  a  fucceflion 
^f  beautiful  villas,  fubftantial  villages,  embo- 
fomed  in  trees,  and  ruins  of  caftles,  aqueduSs, 
and  bridges.    Claude  Lorraine  -and- Salvator 

Rofa^ 
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%>^f  here  formed  their  taftc,.  md  borrow^ 
j^oix(  t3iature  her  moft  fecret  chanpjSE^  A  fud» 
den  profpe£t  of  the  fe9«  burfUng  upon  m^ 
roufed  me  from  the  reverie  which  my  pai!kgf 
through  this  romantic  valley  had  occafioned} 
yiid  a  road  cut  in  the  rock,  high  above  thf 
wate]^$,  conduced- me  to  the  gates  of  Salemo# 
Tihat  town,  which  is  tweoty-eight  miles  diftaxit 
from  NapIeS)  and  nine  from  Nocera,  is  fituated 
lapon  the  gulph  to  which  it  gives  its  name,  and 
j«  built  psurtly  upon  the  fouthern  acclivities  of 
the  projeSing  chain  of  Appennines,  and  partly 
upon  the  plain  which  there  opens  towards  tb# 
fouth.  It  is  to  be  regretted  that  the  advaor 
tages  arifing  from  its  fituation,  extent,  and 
handfome  edifices,  fliould  be  annihilated  \>f 
very  narrow  flxeets,  and  a  moft  unwholefome 
(adr*  It  appears  like  a  defart,  e?ccept  duriiag 
&e  fair,  which,  with  thofe  of  Foggia  and  Gr%» 
yina»  is  one  of  the  moft  coniiderable  in  thf 
liingdom,  and  lafts  from  the  twelfth  to  th? 
twenty-firft  of  September.  It  is  chiefly  a  fair 
(or  hoiifes  and  cattle  ^  and  the  fea*beach  wa9 
S  now 
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tiow  thronged  with  an  incredible  number  of 
horfes,  afles^  mules,  o:$en,  and  buffaloes,  t 
wAs  much  rejoiced  to  find  the  adual  accomr 
plifiiment  of  what  I  could  only  wi(h  during 
my  Journey  through  Apulia ;  for  the  newly 
nufed  regiment  of  cavahy  had  purchafed  at 
this  fair  a  number  of  very  fine  horfes.  If,  ac^ 
cording  to  the  new.  regulations  for  the  cavahy, 
^y  gQ^  ^^^  handfome  horfes  are  to  be  ac^ 
cepted;  and  ^  they  continue  to  allow  the 
dealers  a  full  and  free  liberty  of  fixuig  a  price^ 
the  ftuds  will  not  only  f)e  fhortly  increafed  and 
improved,  but  the  King  of  Naqples  will  enjc^ 
fte  benefit  of  poffefling  cavalry,  compofed  of 
jbme  oi  the  fineft  horfes  in  Europe,  the  entir* 
production  of  his  own  dominions. 
The  current  price  of  an  unblemiflied  colt; 
Tifing  three  years, was fixty  ducatsf — (^  1 1.  5X.)s 
but  a  well-broken  horfe,  or  one  of  any  parti* 
cutar  colour,  efpecially  if  wanted  as  a  match, 
was  fold  for  loo  ducats — {£  i8.  i$s.) — and 
ibmdtimes  more*  A  couple  of  the  fineft  oxen 
fetched  eighty  ducats — (^  15.) — a  very  extras 

vagant 
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f  agAnt  price,  occafioned  by  the  inattention  to 
grazing,  that  now  prevails  throughout  the  king- 
dom. The  fair  was  particularly  crouded  with 
buffaloes,  a  breed  to  which  much  attention  has 
Jateljrbeen  given  by  the  proprietors  of  exten^ 
^ve  mai'fhes,  As  that  animal  delights  in  mo« 
raffes  and  unwholfome  fwamps,  which  are  but 
too  frequent  along  the  Mediterranean  fea, 
from  Salerno  to  Piana  di  Calabria,  the  greateft 
proves  of  buffaloes  are  to  be  found  there,  upon 
the  banks  of  the  Garigliano,  and  upon  th? 
northern  plains  in  the  Terra  di  Lavoro.  Little 
fervice  is  however  obtained  from  thefe  animals, 
they  being  feldom  ufed  for  draught,  except  in 
fconveying  timber  for  the  royal  navy,  from  the 
forefts  of  Calabria,  to  the  fea  coaft.  As  they 
generally  lye  wallowing  in  the  mud,  like  the 
rhinoceros,  and  are  extremely  fat,  their  ftrong 
and  rancid  flefli  is  eaten  only  by  the  loweft 
claffes  of  people;  the  chine  being  the  Only 
part  that  comes  to  the  tables  of  the  opu* 
lent ;  but  their  milk  is  extremely  pleafant  j 
and  the  fmall  new  cheefes,  called  muzzarelle^ 
Sz  are 


«fe  teekdnt^  cfefichms,  both  by  ftrsibgiefs  and 
TXenpdRtBXii.  The  buffaldfil.mver  paired  widi 
1 60^^  mr  a  boil  with  a  buffalo ;  and  indeed^ 
tfidffe  beaftsr  dSlIcr  extremely  from  each  other 
Itr  8  great  ftatidtf  6(  pktfkvSsM ;  fer  when  the 
bttilklb  Ibtiki^  H)und»  it  i!^^ 
hi  tcJr  brirt^  Jfar  nftifflfe  fe  &  horfeontal  line  with 
stU^  neels  it»  horfts  am  much  ftronger  and 
brbadey  at  the  root,  tJBid  bent  backwards  to* 
t^fdtds  the  neck,  as  well  ad  towards  each  other; 
ikiS  fgrdiead  is  more  arched,  broad,  and  haiiy, 
.  Mdf  its  ixofe  is  (faorter  and  thicker ;  its  carcafe 
aMb  is  feofjilter,  ttid  more  compafil,  but  thicker 
!n  proportion }  its  feet  are  more  chimfy,  but 
ftOt  ftrfdng  $  its  colotrr  is  generally  of  a  dirty 
bhrck,  and  its  lohving  is  like  the  loud  blaft  of 
it  frmnpet.  I  am  unable  determine  whether 
k  bft^,fnie,  as  I  have  heard  aflerted  by  many, 
that  <h^  female  buffalo  is  fubjeft  to  periodical 
diforders,  finniilir  fa  thofe  of  the  fair  fex.  Thefe 
animals  are  famed  eaiier  than  might  be  ex« 
pcfted ;  and  I  faw  wHh  furprize  that  they  pa* 
<iefltly  fufiered  themfelves  to  be  beaten  by 

their 
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flieir  tirivcxs,  who  fate  on  horfeback,  armed 
with  flicks  in  the  fliape  of  lances.  But  they 
arc  little  to  be  traded ;  and  their  morofe  <:om- 
tenance,  and  traiterous  eyes,  betray  .the  falfi^ 
of  their  charafter.  An  ox  foon  forgets  even 
the  unmerited  blows  which  it  receives ;  but  ;a 
buffalo  not  only  bears  them  in  mind,  but  calmly 
^ait$  for  a  convenient  opportunity  of  revenge. 
TThis  affertion  is  proved  by  the  followicrg  anec- 
dote, which  I  relate  upon  the  authority  of  a 
gentleman,  who  is  proprietor  of  a  great  num- 
ber of  buffaloes.  A  young  and  heedlefs  driver 
fo  irritated  a  buffalo,  with  blows  and  ill  treat- 
ment, that  the  poor  beaft,  provdked  almoft  tp 
madnefis,  furioufly  attacked. the  boy,  and  would 
iiave  totally  deftroyed  him,  had  he  not  been 
faved  by  the  timely  intervention  of  fome  other 
drivers-  This  buj9[alo  was  foon  after  fent  with 
others  to  a  diftant  part  of  the  country;  but  it 
happening  two  years  afterwards  that  the  boy 
had  occafion  to  traverfe  the  pafture  where  his 
old  enemy  was  feeding,  the  buffalo  no  fooner 
faw  than  recollefted  him  j  but  without  taking 
S  3  any 
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any  immediate  notice,  obferved  his  proceeds 
ings,  and  when  it  faw  that  the  toy  hiul  lain 
down  to  fleep  under  a  tree,  it  ran  at  him,  and 
ieverely  gored  him  with  its  horns.  Although 
fome  circumftances  render  theJ**  truth  pf  this 
hiftory  rather  doubtful,  I  could  not  help  com^ 
municating  it,  as  the  perfon  from  whom  I  re-» 
ceived  it,  is  worthy  of  the  greateft  credit.  But 
the  following  proof  of  the  great  fagacity  of  thi 
buffalo^  attefted  by  the  whole  province,  merits 
our  utm.oft  credit  and  attention.  The  road  to 
the  two  Calabrias  is  traverfed  between  Per-» 
iano  and  Poeftum  by  the  river  Sele,  which  in 
winter  is  very  deep  and  rapid,  and  was  deftt* 
tute,  until  lately,  both  of  bridge  and  ferry-boat 
A  buffalo  was  therefore  employed  to  carry  over 
the  weekly  courier  and  his  mail,  and  learned 
its  bufinefs  fo  well,  that  every  week  it  quittecj 
the  pafture,  appeared  at  the  river  fide  upon 
the  day  and  hbur  when  the  courier  ufuall/ 
arrived,  fuffered  the  portmanteau  to  be  placed 
upon  its  back,  and  when  that  was  not  too 
heavy,  gave  thq  lik?  permilTion  to  thq  man ; 

but 
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but  when  the  portmanteau  was  too  weighty,  it 
pulhed  the  courier  away  with  its  horns,  upoa 
his  oflFering  to  mount,  fwam  acrofs  the  river, 
fufiered  the  mail  to  be  taken  off,  and  returned 
to  fetch  the  courier.  It  cojitinued  this  employ- 
ment during  feveral  years,  and  its  death,  which 
happened  lately,  at  a  very  advanced  age,  was 
la  mx)ft  important  event  in  the  province-  It  is 
to  b^  lamfsnted  that  no  greater  advantage  is 
made  of  th^ib  beafis,  whofe  little  eftimation 
h^re  h  fufficiently  teftified  by  the  low  price 
they  bear ;  a  buffalo  not  fetching  more  than 
/rom  fifteen  to  twenty  ducats — {fTom£  2. 16s.  ^d. 

After  fatisfying  my  curiofity  at  the  fair,  I 
returned  along  the  before-mentioned  road  in 
^e  rock  to  Vietri,  a  village  about  a  mile  an4 
an  half  from  Sakrno,  at  the  termination  of  th? 
valley  of  I^a  Cava,  and  fituated  near  the  fea 
fliore,  but  high  above  the  water.  The  air  of 
this  place  is  fo  pure  and  wholfome,  that  aH 
whom  bufinefs  and  amufement  call  to  the  fair^ 
return  hither  towards  evening.  I  was  received 
S4  in 


^n  the  moft  ^leb^y  manner -by  this  1>uclb^ft^ 
Martina,  the  worthy  confort  <)f  tliat  jprmcfc  whtt 
^d  loaded  me  with  fuch  civilities  at  St.  BafiK 
I  here  found  a  numerous  company^  compofeA 
of  the  principal  nobility  of  the  kingdom,  who(b 
drefs  and  exterior  deportment  m  ho  wi(b  air* 
Hounced  their  illuftrious  defceht;  but  upon  H 
iiearer  acquaintance  with  them,  their  l^ood  na- 
ture and  friendly  fentiments  did  away  cVefjr 
prejudice  againft  them.  T>avelleri  are  but  to6 
iapt  to  fpeak  injurioufly  and  unreafoniibly  <X 
ifhe  Neapolitan  nobility,  without  being  fu^ 
ciently  and  clofel/  acquainted  with  their  mferiV^ 
manners,  and  dlfpofitions.  After  dinner  W6 
went  to  La  Cava,  the  chief  place  in  the  valley, 
in  order  to  take  a  nearer  view  of  all  its  beau* 
lies  J  when  I  faw,  with  the  greateft  fatisfaflion, 
that  I  had  not  been  furprized  and  deceived  by 
its  ftriking  contraft  with  the Campagna  Felice; 
for  this  poetical  valley  not  only  abounds  with 
&e  moft  pifturefque  beauties,  but  is  in  a  veiy 
Jugh  ftate  of  cultivation,  and  full  of  country 
ixttnfeSyCfaieHy  belonging  to  the  Neapolitan 

nobility. 
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ifioi)int]^  ahd  of  vilhgt^^  inhabited  by  mi  Ingt^ 
liiou^  and  induftrlous  people. 

Raiti,  on  the  other  fide  of  the  valley  aboye 
Ihe  fea,  Vietri,  iM  Cava,  and  &n  Nioria, 
fwarm  with  inhabitants,  fome  of  whom  are 
employed  in  agriculture,  and  others  m  com* 
merce  and  manafaftvires.  Ra^v  cotton,  to  tbe 
iwnonnt  of  550,000  dutats—(;^  28,125)— is  aa- 
miaily  imported  liere  from  Taranto,  and  maim^ 
feiftured  into  all  forts  of  fine  articles  5  there  are 
alfo  liymgwhoufes  and  paper-mills;  in  fliorti 
nature  has  here  united  with  induilry  and  ai% 
and  given  a  coi  ifpicucms  proof  of  what  may  be 
fetcompliflied  in  fuch  a  climate,  when  maa 
feconds  her  endeavours. 

Upon  the  tops  of  fome  of  the  bufhy  hills, 
which  on  eit^her  fide  embelliflied  the  valley  of 
La  Cava,  are  fmall  circular  turrets,  that  are 
nfed  in  catching  the  wild  pigeons  in  their  flight 
through  the  valley,  towards  the  clofe  of  Sep*, 
temben  A  man  is  polled  upon  each  turret, 
and  as  foon  as  the  pigeons  enter  the  valley,  and 
approach  the  firft  tower^  he  flings  a  flat  (tone 

i^ver 
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Ihe  above  caftte  the  hills  recede  far  into  the 
country,  towards  the  main  item  of  the  Appea- 
'nines,  leaving  between  them  and  the  fea  a  verjr 
extenfive  plain,  terminated  only  by  the  diftant 
^romohtofy  of  Xicofi^.and  faid  to  be  exceed- 
ingly unhealthy.  Neai!  Salerno  indeed  it  k 
nveli  cultivated,  aldiough  chiefly  in  rice  3  but 
ibur.or£ve  diiles  beyond  that'town^it  is  one 
immeafurable  fwamp,  rarely  interrupted  by^ 
^fields  or  folitary  dwellings.  Lazy  buflfaloes,  and 
large  flocks  of  wild  fowl,  compofe  the  chief 
.population  of  this  peftilential  trad: ;  and  though 
the  heavinefs  of  the  atmofphere,  and  the  uni* 
^formity  of  the  fcene,  invite  to  fleep,  the  travel- 
icr  is  kept  awake  by  the  fear  of  death  attend- 

tTiem.  Thus  far  goes  the  code ;  from  which  it  is  clear  that 
whilft  the  Greeks  poflefied  Calabria  as  tributaries  to  the  Sai« 
laceiis,  their  governor  chiefly  commanded  in  Salerno  ;  and 
no  mention  is  made  of  any  princes  of  Salemoi  and  particularly 
of  any  fovcretgn  princes.  But  I  know  not  how  to  reconcile 
lias  with  the  '<  Series  principum  qui  Longobardorum  etatc 
Salemi  imperarunt,"  taken  from  the  MSS,  of  the  Benedidrine 
convent  at  La  Cava>  and  publifhed  at  Naples  in  17859  by  P. 
S.  M.  de  Blafioi  where  thofe  princes  are  niade  to  reign  until 
1088  without  interruption* 

ing 
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'iriods  by  the  Greeks,  Lombards,  and  Saracens  i 
at  leaft  it  is  certain  that  all  thofe  nations  werd 
ftccuftomed  to  cover  their  conquered  towns  of 
importance  with  ftrong  holds. 

It  is  remarkSiblc  that  the  JLombard  princes  o^ 

'"Salerno  maintained  themfelves  until  the  year 

1077,  when  the  valiant  Robert  Guifcard  for 

ever  deprived  them  pf  their  |)offeifions^.    Froni 


*  So  I  was  antil  bow  induced  to  tMnk  \}y  alt  the  Hiitlidjfl 
Wbom  I  confulted  upon  that  fubjedl^  But  I  fince  find  in  the 
fecond  volume  of  the  firft  part  of  the  Arabian  code^  trdhflilt 
ed  at  Palermo,  that  the  Saracena«  who  pofTeiTed  Sicily  about 
Sl^y  conquered  Salerno,  by  them  called  Salema,aBd  difOTC 
pyt  the  Lombard  prinpes  in  905.  (Little  attention  is  to  be 
paid  to  the  Arabian  mode  of  reckoning,  which  in  joo  years 
amounts  only  to  the  difference  of  a  very  few  months).  In 
920  th^  Greeks  retook  it;  and  as  they  foon  afterwards  made  an 
Hgreement  with  the  Saracens  relative  to  Calabria,  they  kepi 
pfll^eflioa  of  that  part  of  Italy,  on  payment  of  a  tribute  of 
lfo,ooo  s^armahbqbs  (a  gold  coin  valued  at  about  fix  fhil- 
linjs  fter ling}  until  942,  when  peace  was  again  difiurbed  by 
the  imprudept  and  avaricious  condud^of  the  emperor  Cpn{lau« 
tinus  Porphyro-gcnitus^  Peace  and  war  alternately  took 
place,  until  952,  when  the  Greek  emperor  again  confcnted 
.10  pay  a  tribute  of  40,000  zarmahbubs;  but  this  agreement 
tyas  not  of  long  duration,  and  in  9861  the  Saracens  were 
almoft  exterminated  by  the  armies  of  Otho  the  third,  aod 
m^l  the  Greek  emperor,  and  Calabria  was  wholly  freed  from 

them# 
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by  mountains,  but  command  a  full  view  of  thf 
fea,  and  the  furrounding  country ;  fo  that  if  it 
were  true,  as  fome  travellers  aflert,  that  they 
were  butjajely  difcovered,  it  ought  to  be  attri^ 
buted  to  no  dther  caufe  than  the  infrequent 
vifitation  of  this  part  of  the  country  by  ftran7 
gers.  But  it  is  not  true  that  Poeftum  lay  buried 
in  obfcurity  during  feveral  centuries^  for  \ 
could  prove,  by  references  to  various  authors, 
that  thefe  temples  were  thought  of  jtlmoft  in 
every  age.  But  as  they  have  been  fo  often 
feen,  and  fo  well  defcribed,  and  dr^wn,  by  fa 
many  modern  travellers,  I  may  be  allowed  to 
fpare  myfelf  the  pains  of  entering  into  a  very 
minute  defcription  of  them. 

The  fite  of  Poeftum  was  very  fortunately 
chofen  according  to  the  pra£lice  of  the  ancients. 
The  well  preserved  remains  of  the  walls  evi- 
dently prove  that  the  town  was  of  an  oblong 
fliape,  and  that  one  of  its  (hort  fides  fronted 
the  fea,  which  there  forms  a  bay,  whilft  the 
long  fides  followed  the  rife  of  the  plain,  fo  as  to 
receive  an  amphitheatricaj  appear^ince,  when 

viewed 
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viewed  from  the  fea.  The  hills  that  approach 
the  town  are  tolerably  well  cultivated,  and 
behind  them,  not  far  from  Poefturo,  lies  con- 
cealed the  town  of  Capaccio,  whqfe  inhabi- 
tants report  the  water  to  be  good,  and  the  air 
by  no  means  unwholefome. 

The  antiquity  of  Pceftum,  which  lofes  itfelf 
in  the  night  of  time,  is  manifefted  not  only  by 
the  temples,  but  alfo  by  the  town-walls,  whofe 
conftruftion  is  fimilar  to  that  of  the  walls  of 
Syracufe  and  Manduria,  and  which  have  alone 
refilled  the  ravages  of  time,  and  of  the  chriftian 
and  unchriftian  barbarians.     The  foundation  of 
the  town  is  indeed  afcribed  to  the  Dorians,  who 
firft  eftabliflied  -a  colony  in  Italy ;  but  the  tem- 
ples difcover  too  fublime  a  tafte  to  belong  to 
a  people  at  that  time  uncivilized ;  and  I  am 
rather  inclined  to  coincide  with  thofe  authors 
who  plage  the  conftru£lion  of  thefe  edifices 
at  that  period  when  the  Sybarites,  driven  out 
of  their  native  city  by  the  Thurii,  feated  them^ 
felves  at  Poffidonia ;  at  leafl:  they  are  highly 
worthy  of  the  great  degree  of  perfeSion  to 

which 


which  the  arts  in  that  voluptuous  city  had  at«^ 
famed.  The  Saracens  are  faid  to  havQ  deftroy^ 
ed  the  greater  part  erf*  Poeftom  in  the  tenth  cen- 
tury, hut  to  have  left  the  public  edifices  un-^ 
touched*;  and  it  was  refierved  for  Robert 
Guifcardto  pull  dewn  laaoftof  thofeneWe  mo^ 
numents  of  aiBicient  grandeur,  in  order  to  pro- 
ftitute  the  columns  in  the  embellifliment  of  hi* 
architeOonic  mifconceptions  at  Salerno. 

For  a  particular  and  technical  account  and 
defcription  of  the  temples,  I  refer  the  reader  to 
^  The  Ruins  of  Pceftum,  otherwife  Poflidoniajf 
in  Magna  Graecia,  publiflied  at  London  in  1 767 
by  MIHer,"  and  to  **  Le  Voyage  Pittorefcju^ 
de  Naples  et  Sicile/* 

1  was  much  pkafed  with  the  interior  archi- 
trave, adorned  with  acanthus  leaves,  in  the  tem- 
ple that  IS  near  eft  Naples,  and  is  of  the  form  calk 
td  Peripteros  ;  but  the  proportion  of  its  length 

•  The  four  parts  of  the  Arabia  codex  in  my  pofleflion 
contains  not  a  word  relative  to  the  deftru^ion  of  PGeftum^ 
akhough  all  the  other  confiderable  towns,  either  taken  or  de- 
firoyed,  are  carefully  enumerated.  They  come  down  to  thQ 
year  9S7. 

and 
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and  breadth,  being  thirteen  columns  to  fix,  is 
certainly  not  beautiful.  The  fhafts  of  the 
columns  are  terminated  at  top  by  aftragals, 
and  the  neck  of  each  capital  is  ornamented 
with  foliage.  The  ceiling  of  the  profaicos  is 
adorned  with  a  fort  of  fret-work,  in  fquares, 
one  within  the  other,  which  gives  it  the  air  of 
a  carved  wooden  ceiling  in  one  of  our  old 
faOiioned  rooms.  The  triple  focle  is  continued 
in  the  front  of  the  pronaos,  and  forms  a  fort  of 
periftyle,  but  without  any  traces  of  a  colonnade. 
The  walls,  dividing  the  corridor  from  the 
cella,  or  interior  part  of  the  temple,  are  very 
diftinft  5  but  there  are  no  veftiges  of  any  co- 
lumns, which  were  probably  long  (ince  carried 
off.  In  general  this  feems  to  have  been  a  very 
elegant  temple,  whofe  beauty  difplayed  itfelf 
more  when  viewed  near  than  at  adiftance. 
The  contrary  may  be*  faid  of  the  middle  or 
fecond  temple,  which  is  of  the  form  or  kind 
called  hypsethros,  and  is  fo  well  preferved  that 
not  only  the  architraves,  but  even  the  metopes 
and    triglyphs    are    ftill  remaining.     When 

T  feen 
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feen  at  a  certain  diftanee,  it  has  ihfe  ippfe^ranc^ 
of  a  fublime,  majeftic  ftru6Jure ;  ahd  the  eyh 
IS  extremely  gfiatifi^d 'by  the  pfopoftion  of  14 
columns  to  fik  ;  but  k  tnhid,  accuftomed  to  k 
^oblc  fimpliclty,  will  ftarl  at  the  number  of 
comporient  members  j  for  the  corridor,  a  triple 
'divifioh  of  the  cella,  and  twd  rows  6?  columns, 
one  above  the  dther,  crolided  into  fo  fmall  i 
Tpace,  create  pecpleklty  hi  the  dlftribution, 
and  give  but  a  ineah  idea  6f  the  d#felHng  of  a 
divinity^;  efpecially  if  we  fhihk  of, 'arid  compare 
it  with  the  Pantheon. 

The  exterior  of  fuch  Greek  temples  as  1 
have  feen,  pleafesme  in  general'as  much  as  the 
interior  of  modern  ones ;  arid  I  here  reflefted 
with  pleafure  upon  the  remarks  made  by  Ml- 
lizia,  arid  other  ingenious  architefts,  tipon  a 
comparifon  of  the  elegant  with  the  early  arid 
rude  ftiles  of  archite£lure.  Their  derivations 
feem  extremely  oppofite;  though  I  cannot 
conceive  that  the  drops  under  the  triglyphs 
were  intended  to  imitate  drops  of  rain ;  for 
in  that  cafe   they  ihould  have  been  placed 

direftly 
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tUreftly  under  the  channels  of  the  triglyphs,* 
jand  not  under  theif  femora,  or  interftices. 

If  wc  judge  by  its  whole  proportioin>  and 
particularly  by  the  row  of  columns  in  tbe^jgi- 
tre,  the  third  ^nd  laft  edifice  was  not  a  tempje 
but  a  ftrufiure,  appropriated  to  fome  other 
public  fervice.  Like  the  firft,  it  is  much  deco- 
llated in  its  component  parts  3  and,  in  general, 
the  fragments,  that  Jye  fcatt^red  around  it^4Mi^ 
play  a  more  refined  taft^  th^i  is  to  be  feen  ki 
the  temples  at  Segefle,  <^  in  that  of  Concord 
at  Girg^ti. 

After  examining  thefe  '^fplendid  wrecks  of 
former  pride/*  I  endeavoured  to  difcovar  the 
femous  rofes  of  Pceftum*;  but  found  nptbilig 

*  Forfitan  et  pbgues  hortos  quae  cura  colendi 
Omaiet  capcroaiy  biferiqoe  rofaria  Pcsfti^ 

Vi&G.  Georg*  lib«  iv.v.  ii8« 
The  wild  rofe,  which  now  (hoots  up  among  the  ruins,  is  of 
tile  fmall  fingle  damaflc  kind,  with  a  vefy  high  perfume ;  and, 
as  a  fisirmer  afliired  me  on  the  fpot,  it  flowers  both  in  fpring 
and  autumn* 

SwiNBV&MB,  fe6l.zxiu.  a# 

On  y  retrouve  encore  dans  le  jardin  de  quelques  particu- 

liers  ces  rofes  fameufes  qui  fleuriflkient  deux  fois  chaque 

anneei  et  dont  parle  Ovide  dans  fes  metamorphofes,  1.  xv* 

T  a  «  Tcpidique 


^jS  TXAVKLS    TO    NAPLES. 

but  thorns  and  thirties,  with  a  few  fig-trees, 
loaded  with  excellent  fruit.  Although  feme 
travellers  have  aflerted  that  all  that  grows 
'  about  Poeilum  has  a  faltiifa  tafte,  I  found  that 
thefe  figs  had  imbibed  only  the  fait  of  fugar, 
but  that  the  fiume  falfo  was  indeed  extremely 
fait. 

After  a  frugal  meal  amongft  the  ruins,  I  com- 
menced my  return,  during  which  I  prevented 
myfelf  from  fleeping,  by  meditating  upon  the 
unwholefome  air  of  the  country,  its  caufes,  and 
confequences.  Though  much  is  to  be  imputed 
to  the  neglefl:  of  the  inhabitants,  who  take 
no  pains  to  keep  within  proper  bounds  the 
torrents  flowing  from  the  mountains,  and  to 
condu6l  them  by  canals  into  the  fea ;  yet  it  15 
but  too  often  a  fubjeft  of  regret  in  this  kingdom, 
that  fo  little  attention  is  paid  by  government 
to  the  improvement  of  the  country,  and  the  in- 

**  Tcpidlque  rofarla  Poefti." Ces  rofei  ont  deux  faifons 

fixesi  ou  elles  commencent  a  fleurir,  le  mois  de  Mai>  et  celui 
d'Odobrc ;  J'ai  vu  moi-memc  dcs  boutons  prcts  a  epanouir 
fur  Pjirhrc  au  mois  de  Novcmbre, 

Lettrei  du  Comte  dc  Borchi  Ictt.  5.  a, 

creafc 
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creafe  of  population.  Some  allowance  may 
indeed  be  made  in  a  country  confiding  of  arid 
and  unfruitful  hills  in  the  centre  of  the  conti- 
nent s  though  even  then  we  muft  not  forget  the 
fertilized  fands  of  the  frigid  Pruflian  ftates, 
which  would  alone  fuffice  to  immortalize  the 
reign  of  the  great  Frederic  j  but  it  is  difficult 
to  conceive  that  an  extenCve  tra£t  of  land,  upon 
the  Mediterranean  coaft,  not  far  diftant  from 
the  capital,  well  fupplied  with  water,  and  en- 
joying the  advantage  of  a  great  road,  fhould,  in 
fuch  a  climate,  remain  fo  unhealthy,  ufelefs, 
and  depopulated.  As  long  as  this  country  is 
thus  adminiftered,  I  can  forgive  the  people  of 
Salerno  for  continuing  the  cultivation  of  rice  j 
but  I  am  otherwife  a  declared  enemy  to  it  in 
Europe,  becaufe  I  think  that  the  commercial 
advantages  deriving  from  it,  by  no  means  coun- 
terbalance the  mifchief  which  it  occafions  to 
the  country  where  it  is  cultivated.  It  generally 
enriches  the  trading  inhabitant  of  the  healthy 
city,  but  not  the  countryman,  whofe  life  is 
(hortened  by  its  cultivation. 

T3  I  arrived 
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I  arrived  in  good  time  at  Vietri,  which  I 
quitted  the  following  niomiiig  o«  my  return  to 
Naples,  taking  iii  my  way  the  Benediftine 
Abbey  della  Trinita^  fituated  near  La  Cava, 
After  afcending  through  a  country  like  a  gar^ 
den,  and  through  a  thick  forei^  of  chefnuts,  { 
reached  a  mountainous  and  fequeftered  valley^ 
entirely  overftiadowed  by  trees,  and  watered  by 
a  murmuring  brodk.  The  founders  of  this  abbey 
efiablilhed  their  folltary  cells  under  the  fhadow 
of  a  lofty  cliflF,  v^here,  far  removed  from  the 
world,  they  confecrated  their  lives  to  prayer 
and  holy  meditation;  but  when  their  piety 
became  known  to  the  Lon^bai'd  princes,  reign* 
ing  at  Salerno,  they,  and  theiii  conquerors  the 
Normans,  contributed  to  make  them  break  their 
vows   of  poverty,  and  of  total  feclufion  from 
the    world.     Not  only  rich  alms,  but  whole 
villages   and   diftridts,   wete    beftowed   upon 
tbofe  hermits  whofe  gloomy  caverns  have  been 
transformed  into  a  fpacious  palace,  in  which 
80  mifogamifts,  of  noble  blood,  find  a  moft  com- 
fortable exiftence.  But  every  friend  to  literature 

muft 
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BOuft  rejoice  at  the  prefervation  of  thi?  abbey, 
whpfe  fequeftered  fite  has  protefted  from  pillage 
^d  deftruftion  an  almoft  unequalled  treafure 
of  dpcumqnts>  which  have  been  depoiited  there 
during  feveral  centuries.  The  great  Italian 
hiftorians  have  drawn  their  bell  accounts 
from  this  admirable  fource,  of  whofe  purity 
they  were  fully  perfuaded  ;  and  thefe  archives 
are  ineftimable,  not  only  for  the  kingdom  of 
Naples,  and  Italy  in  general,  but  for  the  hiftory 
of  all  Europe.  It  was  pleafing  to  obfervo  in 
various  documents  the  difference  of  ftyle  and 
chara£ler  in  different  ages  5  and  if  circum- 
ftances  had  permitted,  I  would  willingly  have 
paflTed  fome  days  in  this  agreeable  and  intereft- 
ing  retirement.  The  value  of  this  colleftion  is 
much  enhanced  by  the  civility  of  the  poflTeflfors, 
and  their  extreme  readinefs  to  indulge 
the  inquifitive  ftranger  with  a  fcrupulous  exa- 
mination of  every  manufcript. 

Between  Nocera   and  Naples  I    had  the 
moft  favourable  opportunity  of  obferving  the 

T  4  fouth 
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fouth  fide  of  VefuvIuSy  when  I  plainly  faw 
that  Somma  and  Vefu^us  fonnerly  compof- 
ed  only  one  volcano ;  but  I  defer  enquiring 
into  the  change^  and  their  caufes  until  ano- 
ther opportunity. 


SECTION 
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SECTION     IX. 

Travels  through  a  Fart  of  the  'Province  of 

ABR17ZZO. 

From    NAPLES  to  avezzano. 

THE  two  provinces  of  Abruzzo  are 
amongft  the  moft  unexplored  parts  of 
the  kingdom  of  Naples^  a  circumftance  which 
is  attributed  as  well  to  the  danger  ariiing  from 
robbers  as  to  the  want  of  a  leading  highway 
through  the  provinces.  A  road  was  indeed 
commenced  a  few  years  fince  \  but  the  fequel 
of  my  journey  will  unfold  why  this  country 
Hill  remains  as  much  imexplored  as  many 
parts  of  the  moft  remote  quarters  of  the 
globe.  The  infecurity  as  to  robbers  is  not 
denied  even  in  the  provinces  themfelves,  aad 
though  I  cannot  fupport  the  affertion  by  ex- 
perience, the  moral  and  phyfical  caufes  were  fo 
clearly  explained,  as  to  leave  me  in  no  doubt 
upon  the  fubjeft.    The  danger  was  reprefented 

to 
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Abruzzo  3  near  the  fea,  to  almoft  all  ^he  north* 
ern  part  of  the  Terra  di  Lavoro,  to  €XtcQ- 
five  trails  in  Apulia,  and  the  two  Principati ; 
to  almodall  the  coaft  of  the  two  Calabrias,  axd 
to  a  confiderable  part  of  Sicily,  From  the 
beginning  of  Jun«  to  nearly  the  middle  of  No- 
vember, thofe  countries  exhale  a  peftiferio?» 
and  mortal  vapour  5  and  the  unhappy  traveller, 
who  is  there  overtaken  by  fleep,  quickly  Jfeeb  '.  < 

an  univerial  laflitude  and  heavinefs  in  his  limbs,  '\ 

a  painful  hcad-ach,  and  want  of  appetite,  tine  \ 

forerunners  of  a  flow  fever,  which  foon  becomes 
putrid,  and  In  a  few  days  puts  an  end  to  his 
exiftence.  Many  phyficians  have  aifured  me 
that  it  is  almoft  impoffible  to  free  the  bodf 
from  the  poifon  thus  imbibed  by  breathing 
The  warmth  with  which  the  Neapofitaos 
caution  every  ftranger  againft  this  peftifedbus 
air,  and  point  out  to  him  the  places  where  lie 
tmy  repofe  without  danger,  does  honour  to 
their  good  nature.  It  may  indeed  drife  sb 
part  from  their  dread  of  this  merciiefe  enemy  ; 
for,  though  as  natives  of  the  country,  they  m^ 

be 
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be  fuppofed  to  be  lefs  fubjeft  to  it,  yet  the  ca- 
daverous countenances,  and  fhort  lives  of  thofc 
who  are  forced  to  refide  in  fuch  fituations,  fuf- 
ficiently  prove  that  the  Mal'aria  is  equally  fa- 
tal to  the  natives.  1  cannot  properly  account 
for  the  origin  of  this  peftilential  air ;  for 
although  it  chiefly  prevails,  and  is  of  the  moft 
noxious  kind  in  the  morafles,  from  whence  the 
fun  draws  up  the  fatal  exhalations,  yet  large 
woody  trafts,  and  extenfive  flat  waftes,  ate 
alfo  rendered  uninhabitable  by  it ;  and  it  has 
even  been  proved,  that  dry  and  well  cultivated, 
but  flat  and  low  tra6ls  of  land,  are  likewife  fub- 
je£t  to  it.  In  fhort,  the  paradife  of  Europe, 
whofe  advantages  fo  eminently  diftinguifh  it 
from  our  northern  countries,  is  in  this  particu- 
lar far  behind  our  wild  and  rough,  but  healthy 
hills  and  vallies. 
From  Pagliarona  to  San  Germano  we  travelled 
1 8  miles  of  very  bad  road,  chiefly  through 
forefts  of  oaks,  which  are  only  cleared  away  in 
a  few  fpots,  and  cultivated  in  the  manner  cuf- 
tomary  in  the  Terra  di  Lavoro, 

Between 
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Between  Monte  LeAce  and  San  Germana, 
«we  croffed  a  gentle  eminetice  belonging  to  thft 
fotttli-'eaft  chain  of  that  projefting  part  of  this 
Appennines,  *wlMch  forms  the  valley  of  Monte 
Caffino.    That  valley  rs  not  indeed  diftinguiflt^  • 
cd  by  that   iappellation   in   any  geographical 
defcription;   it  not  being   cuftoitiary  in  the 
kingdom,    and    the  Appennines    having  rA 
vallies  with  any  peculiar  diftin6tive  name;bt4 
I  term  it  fo,  becaufe  a  great  part  of  the  conven- 
ttial  territory  lies  upon  this  chain,  and  the  op- 
pofite  one,  upon  which  ftands  the  celebrated 
convent    of'  Benediftines.     This    eminence 
principally  confifts  of  a  greyifh-colouredclay; 
and  here  and  there  is  feen  a  very  foliaceoii« 
^ort  of  flate,  probably  generated  by  the  clay. 
Pieces  of  thicTc  argillaceous  ftone,  whofe  nu- 
cleus was  become  as  hard  as  jafper,  lay  ftrewed 
about  the  beds  of  the  torrents.    Scarcely  had 
we  traverfed  this  hill,  than  the  pretty  little 
town  of  San  Germano,  containing  about  6000 
inhabitants,  appeared  before  us  in  a  pleafant 
find  well  cultivated  diftrift*    It  is  the  capital 

of 
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of  the  extenfive  lordl^ps  belonging  to.  the 
coavent  *o£  Monte  .Caj9ino»  and  deferves  to  be 
jdfited  by  eyeiy  traveller^  on  account  of  the 
welit-  preferved  neighlK)urkig  amphitheatre^ 
^hich,  according  to  a  lately  d^covered  infcrip* 
tion,  was  founded^  tpgetha  with  an  adjoining 
temple^  at  the  charge  of  a-  certain  perfon  cal- 
led Umidia.  From  San  Germano,  I  went  up  to 
the  convent,  which  fiands  upon  the  fummit  of 
the  mountain,  at  whofefoot  the  town  is  fituat- 
^*  A  deep  zigzag  road  condii8;ed  me  thithe^ 
In  an  hour  ^  and  although  it  was  late  in  the 
cveningi.  my  letters  of  recemmendation  opened 
the  bolted  door,  and  prociired  me  that  civil 
^d  hofpitable  reception,  which  I  have  con* 
ftantly  experienced  in  Benedi£tine  convents.  I 
cannot  fay  any  thing  new  relative  to  the  taftelefs 
magnificence,  or  the  wealth  of  this  convent, 
upon  which  feveral  other  travellers  have  fo  fully 
commented ;  but  I  beg  leave  to  remind'  one 
who  dwells  upon  what  he  thinks  the  exceffive 
income  of  this  religious  fociety,  that  it  fupports 
an  hundred  monks,  of  whom  feveral  are  men 

.  of 
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x>f  great  jeaming  and  ingenuity,  that  above  aiji 
hundred  pDgrlms.are  daily  entertained  ther^  at 
Ihe  expence  of  the  community}  and  finally,  that 
more  than  half  of  the  inco^i^  amounting  aur 
fliually  to  150,000  ducats  OC.28,125)  is  paid 
into  the  royal  treafury. 

,  ^  From  Monte  Caflino  we  followed  the  aboy^ 
mentioned  valley  during  ten  njiles,  tp  Roccar 
Cecca,  where  we  began  to  dimb  ^  mountait^ 
apd  reached  Santo  Padr^,  a  imall  town  upoQ 
jits  fummit,  four  miles  from  Roccafecqa.  The 
whole  conventual  territory  hitherto  i^  little 
cultivated,  but  chiefly  covered  with  woodsx  of 
oak;  and  the  breeding  offwlneieem^toform 
the  principal  occupation  and  fubfiftejice.  of 
the  inhabitants.  The  women  were  ajl  em- 
ployed in  picking  hemp  with  wooden  ma- 
chines, common  alfo  in  the  northern  pait;s  of 
Italy.  Dark  and  melancholy  countenances, 
miferable  apparel,  and  dilapidated  huts,  did 
not  indicate  any  peculijir  degree  of  well  being 
amongft  thefe  people. 

According  to  its  exterior  appearance,  die 
U  mountain^ 


^90  Tk'AVilS   TO   VATLZU 

tnonntain^'vpon  Whicb  ilands  SltnUo  Padre^eon^ 
fiiffs  of  chy;  but  its  fummlt  is  coVettd  with  a 
^  tolerably  thick  ftritum  of  pudding-ftotoc,  whoS- 
ly'compofedof  pieccs^.of  liirfeftonc  rolled  and 
Ynfxed  togetlter.  The  origiif  of  this  I  leave  to 
the  geologifts,  and  (hall  only  obferre  that  fe* 
vera!  of  the  high  Appehnines  bear  undeniable 
mirks  bif  a  gf^at  inundation.  The  towtf, 
\ehich  is  built  of  this  pudding  ftorfe,  offered 
tothihjg;  rfeniarlcable;  but  a  hofpi^ble  citizen; 
who,  llkfe'Jlj^itriaVch  fitting  at  his^door,infffted 
upon  our  ftopping  athi^  hdufe,  and  taking 'fome 
Yefreflinieftr ;  hut  havlrfg*  fetir  mijes'*f3fffl(ii-  of 
dreadful  road ;  to  Arpino,  we  "heartily  ihaiiked 
him,  and  proceeding  on  our  journey,  arrived 
late  at  that  place,  and  not  without  imminent 
danger  of  our  lives.  An  excellent  fupper^ 
and  agreeable  company,  at  the  houfe  of  a 
nephew  of  our  worthy  ecclefiaftic,  foon  made 
us  forget  the  fatigues  and  difficulties  of  the 
journey;  and  the  polite  and  eafy  manners  of 
the  guefts  made  me,  perhapS  haftily,  decide 
upo&  the  opulence  of  the  town.     But  in  faO: 

I  was 
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1-  wtis  inot'dtecelv^  y  for  it  not  only  ftands  in 
a  reiy  fruitful  .and  wdl  cultivated  countfy,  prO" 
ducirig  com,  mne^  tod  oil  in  abiiiidance,  but 
has  upwards  of  aa  hundred. doth  xtianufa^Oi^ 
ries  ma  fiounfhing . condition.  T3ief  iihpOrt 
their  wool  from  ApUliai  and  their  r4Hv  dyipg 
materials  from  abroad^-but  prjepare  the  colours 
.themfelyes,  and  mapufe£turie^.^^|oth?that  fejls 
for:j$i/ducats-T-t^.i  2/w  ^J.)  th^  C^^naf^  wd 
whiqh,  tfeOtugh-fO  qoarfe.  ^at  the  ppul€pij;:pet?pk 
in  the  town  weslrf^i^tgn  cloths,  i^  hi  great  r^ 
quell  aoiongft  th^  l0W^  claflfes.  It  is  incoor 
ceivable  that  With  fuch:  a  confiderable  breed 
of  flieep  with  the  eafy '^flibiUty  pf  haying  the 
fined  wool,  and  with  (he,itianEufa£luring>fpiry: 
fo  peculiar  to  the  inhafeitantst  of  the  iK)rthej:n 
provinces,  the  kingdom  of  Naples  i^o^ld  an^* 
nually  expend  fuchvaft-Atrasin  the  impptta* 
tion  of  foreign  cloths.  -.  As/the  ppulQriJ.  4ti¥p»e 
of  Arpino  are  chiefly  engaged  in  th^  ipanufao- 
lories,  th^  care  pf.all  the  lapds  devolves 
ppon   the  peafantry,  eb^cept  tliie  olive  plantar 

*  A  canna  is  equal  to  6  feet,  10  iache^  and  2  iLm  £n^Iifli. 
V  .  U  2  tions^ 
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tions,  which  are  fanned  out  for  the  half,  or 
fourth-  part  of  their  produce^  according  to  their 
fertility.  The  town  is  ieated  upon  rj^ther  a 
#eispdeclivitjr,and  contains!  4,060  inhabitants. 
Hie  buf^s  of  Cicero  and  Marius,  in  two  niches 
in  t^^  iquarc,  aire  carefully  fbewn  to  every 
Hunger;  and  the  people  are  proud  of  enume* 
tating  thofe  koftiahs  sbiuittgft  the  former  citi^ 
zehs  of  Arpino.  But  a6  much  as,  for  variduft 
reafons,  I  r€(]pe€l  thfe  former,  I  certainly  fhould 
not  boaft  of  having  iaiiy  thmg  in  common  with 
the  latter^^  No  true?  i^irit  of  liberty  animated 
him;  and  ftill  lefs  did  heart-felt  compaflion 
infpire  him  with  the  dilifiterefted  and  laudable 
ambition  of  relieving  the  people  from  the  op- 
preflion  of  wealthy  and  abandoned  tyrants ;  all 
his  enterprizes  and  exploits  were  the  ofFspring 
of  infatiable  ambition,  of  a  mean  jealoufy  and 
hatred  of  the  nobility,  and  the  opulent,  and  of 
a  boundlefs  love  of  fway ;  nor  has  he  any  other 
merit,  in  my  eyes,  than  that  of  having  fet  be- 
fore the  rich  and  well-bom  the  imprudence  of 
abufing  thofe  advantages;  for  his  hiftory  has 

fufBciently 
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fufficiently  fliewn,  ths^t  when  a  feduced  and 
irritated  populace  withdraw  their  obedience 
and  refpe£l  from  order  and  the  laws,  they  be- 
come the  word  of  tyrants,  and  the  inftruments 
of  the  very  refufe  of  mankind  *• 

Arpino,  and  the  whole  country  between 
Roccafecca  and  Campiftrello,  belong  to  the 
houfe  of  Buoncompagni  at  Rome.  Although 
the  eftate  confifts  of  twelve  lordfhips,  or  feudi, 
it  does  not  produce  more  than  36,000  ducats 
•—{^^6750.) — a  year;  for  the  fubjefts  pay  no 
tenths,  and  the  lord  has  no  mills,  prefles,  or 
fimilar  exclufive  privileges.  But  on  the  other 
hand  he  exercifes  the  merum  et  milium  impe- 
rium,  has  two  courts,  before  which  his  fubjedls 
muft  plead,  and  levies  bridge  and  road  mwieyj 
but  he  enjoys  only  fvich  rights  as  are  ufual  in 
thofe  provinces  where  the  vaflal  is  fomewhat 
more  free;  for  it  appears  that  the  northern 
Neapolitans,  inhabiting  the  mountains,  have, 

*  For  farther  information,  and  conviAion  of  this,  troth, 
the  events  daring  the  greater  part  of  the  French  xevolotioDf 
will  fumifli  very  amj^e  evidence.        A* 

U  3  not 
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Dof  fubmlttpd  -tbemfelves  to  i  th^  yoke  of.  thd 
feudal  laiurs  jp|.,i9u«h.  tb»  tbe  iahabUaxits  of  .the; 
foutberq  pl^QB.    ; 

We  defpended  during  an  hour  tO;][foIa,.,a 
fmall  town  upcm  tbe^  Garigliano^  theLiris  of 
tbe  ancient8,  Upon  thp  road  my  friend  LoUi 
pointed  out  to;  me  a  grove  of  oUye*tr^e8^  and 
9&J^^  me  tbat  they  were  planted  in  his  prew 
fence  fpme  years  fince*  hi,  ^loles  :mad^  for  th^t; 
purppfe4n  the  folid  )im.efto9$A :   •.  .     :     . 

Nothing  can  be  mote  tmily  ipmantic  thaa 
the  fite  of  the  oldcaftle  kt;lf0la,which.motives 
of  fafety  probably  caufed.to^e  probed  upoft 
the  higheft  point ,  of  an  ifl&nd  formed  by  tfao 
Garigliano-  After  a  tranquil  i:ourfe,  that  river 
there  divides  into  two  limpid  branches,  one  of 
which  immediately  precipitates  itfelf  over  a 
perpendicular  range  of  rocks,  whilft  the  Qthet^ 
tolls  ov^r  ap  inclined  and  rocky  bed,  and 
hurrJeSj  in  a  rippling  ftream,  to  forn^  a  junfilion 
with  the  torrent.  The  re-united  waters  then 
rc-aflTun^e  th^ir  placid  courfe,  and  meandrin^ 
along   the  immeafurable    plains   of  Aquino, 

where 
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where  richly  cultivated  hillocks^  fcatte.red  cop- 
pices, and  a  profpeft  terminated  only  by  the 
diftant  horizon,  embellilh  the  theatre  of'  their 
.courfe.  It  is  to  t)e  lamented  that  the  contem- 
plation of  the  beauties  of  nature  (hould  bq  dif- 
turbed  by  the  view  of  the  town,  extending 
itfelf  upon  the  iflaild  immediately  below  the 
caftle;  and  ftill  more  is  it  to  be  regretted  that 
the  proprietor  of  fuch  delightful  fcenery  fhould 
choofe  to  bury  bimfelf  between  the  walls  of 
Rome,  rather  than  enjoy  thefe  beauties  of  nature, 
fo  rare  even  in  Italy. 

As  the  Villa  di  San  Domenico,  a  convent, 
which  occupies  the  fcite  of  one  of  Cicero's 
villas,  is  not  far  diftant  from  Ifola,  we  made  a 
pilgrimage  thither  on  foot.  The  beautiful  and 
rich  environs  are  on  one  fide  wj^terjexi  by  the 
Gariglianp,  and  bounded  by  gentje  hills,  whilfl 
on  the  other  fide  the  eye  penetrates  far  into,  a 
broad  and  fertile  valley,  from  whence  rufljqst 
the  Fibrenus,  which,  before  it  mingles  with 
the  Liris,  forms  two  branches,  between  which, 
were  the  gardens  of  that  celebrated  orator. 
V  4  This 
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nis  fituatioii  perfe£U]r  coincides  with  his  4t- 
icnption  of  this  villa ;  but  the  fliady  walk^ 
the  thitk  groves,  the  houfe,  and  the  extenfiv6 
apartments,  where  fome  of  hift  ^ccellent  per- 
formances were  imaged,  and  where  fele£t 
fociety  amufed  itfelf  with  philofophical  eotw 
Verfation,  are  no  longer  to  be  traced,,  and  have 
been  ufurjped  by  a  gloomy  convent  of  fuper^ 
fiitious  and  ignorant  dominicans.  Amongft  all 
the  couAtry  refidences  of  that  great  orator, 
which  I  have  ieen,  none  was  more  conducive 
than  this  to  the  purpofes  for  which  he  retired 
mto  the  lap  of  nature  s  lor  here  he  might  have 
enjoyed  tranquillity  and  folitude,  &Iubrious  mr, 
and  the  moft  delightfol  fcenery;  and  wha^ 
more  can  he  wifh  for,  who  is  engaged  in  deep 
meditation,  or  abftrufe  refearches?  I  (hould 
wonder,  with  his  friend  Atticus,  why  he  did 
not  prefer  this  afylum  to  all  others,  did  not  an 
infatiable  love  of  fame,  confpicuous  in  all  his 
aSions,  convince  me  that  he  only  refided  with 
pleafure  where  he  thought  he  fhould  fhine. 
We  now  continued  our  journey  to  Sora, 

iituated 
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£tuated  three  miles  to  the  north-call  oflfola, 
and  containing  about  8aob  inhabitants  5  but 
^though  there  are  ftill  fame  manufaftures  of 
hats,  paper,  and  fiddle-ftrings,  its  former  opu- 
lence is  yery  much  diminifhed.  Its  decline  is 
attributed  to  the  want  of  a  highway,  thai 
would  conneft  it  with  Naples  and  the  pro- 
vince of  Abruzzo ;  but  although  this  valley 
has  an  immediate  communication  with  the 
ecclefiaftical  eftate  through  Anagni,  its  iitua« 
tion  does  not  appear  to  me  to  be  well  calcu- 
lated for  a  main  paflage  into  Abruzzo.  The 
towns  and  villages  however  exerted  themfelves 
to  induce  the  court  to  make  a  road  through 
their  diftrift;  and  when  they  faw  that  notwith* 
fianding  all  their  endeavours,  the  road  was 
commenced  on  the  other  fide,  they  gave  in 
the  following  memorial,  which  came  acciden* 
tally  into  my  hands,  and  deferves  to  be  known, 
as  throwing  fome  light  upon  the  method  of 
making  roads  in  this  kingdom* 


WB 
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'*  WE,  the  communities  of  the  Marfian  val- 
ley of  Roveto,  of  the  valley  of  Garzolo,  and  of 
thediftrift  of  Cicoli,  in  Abruzzo  Ultra,  reprer 
fent  that  we  have  not  only  petitioned  your 
Majefty  for  the  cohftruftion  of  a  road  from 
JCampiftpello  to  Sora,  but  liave  alfo  laid  before 
your  Majefty  our  important  reafons  for)defiring 
it.    Our  lands  are  extremely  fruitful,  and  pro- 
duce much  more  than  we  can  confume ;  but 
on  account  of  the  exceffive  badnefs  of  the  roads, 
and  the  confequent  impediments  to  traffic,  we 
are  deprived  of  the  means  of  difpofing  of  our 
fuperfluities.     Induftry  is  therefore  checked^ 
and  the  courage  of  the  hufbandman  finks,  bet 
caufe  he  has  no  profpeft  of  any  profit  arifing 
from  the  effefts  of  his  labour.     After  laying 
before  your  Majefty  thefe  important ,  reafons, 
together  with  the  advantages  wh'ch  the  poft  of 
Sora  would  derive  from  a  new  road^  we  ftrongly 
reprefented  that  it  would  greatly  facilitate  the 
tranfport  of  iron,  which  being  brought  by  wag- 
gons from  the  royal  mines  to  Sora,  might  be 

conveyed 
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conveyed  from  thbnce  to  Naples  by  water*. 
We  had  hoped  that  our  petition  would  Jiave 
met  with  the  greater .  attention,  inafmuch  as 
the  objeft  of  it  would  occafion  no  new  taxj,^ 
^nd  might  be  fpeedily  put  in  effeO:  with  thcs 
money  aftually  paid  by  the  prdvinee  toward^ 
the  fupport  of  the  highways*     Your  Majefty 
was  pleafed  to  refer  our  petition  to  the  cham- 
ber of  roads,  which  upon  the  eighteenth  of 
Oftober,  1 7S8,  decided,  that  no  attention  fhould; 
be  paid  to  our  reprefentations,  as  the  wilhedc 
for  road  from   Campiftrello   to  Sora  (whofe 
kngth  is  only  twenty  miles)  would  coft  80,000. 
ducats— (^15,000.)— and  the  chamber  farther 
obferved,  that  if  6000  ducats — (£  1 125.) — were- 
annually  retained  from  the  cheft,  deftined  for 
the  completion  of  the  road  by  Campo  BaffQ>  it 
was  impoQible  that  the  two  roads  could  be  com 
ftrufled  at  the  fame  time.     In  our  firft  petitioa 
we  intreated  your;  Majefty  not  to  impart  ^our 
•fv^iOies  to  the  chamber  of  roads,  it  being  fuffi-. 

^  The  iron  is  bow  carried  to  Naples  by  mule's- 

qiqntly 
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ciently  known  to  us  that  they  always  difap- 
prove  every  projeft  that  can  tend  to  weaken 
tiieir  influence  dver  the  road  cheft.  It  is  now 
ten  years  fince  the  roads  in  Abruzzo  were  firft 
commenced^  during  which  period  four  pro- 
vinces have  paid  above  half  a  million  of  ducats 
—(^93,750.) — into  the  road-cheft;  yet  your 
Majefty  will  hardly  believe  that  the  road  has 
been  continued  only  thirty-fix  miles,  from  Ve- 
nafro to  Roccavalofcura.  Thus  each  mile  is 
made  to  coft  15,000  ducats — {j^iSiz.  ioj.)— * 
whereas  each  mile  of  the  truly  royal  road  from 
Naples  to  Rome  coft  no  more  than  2000  ducats 
—(^375).  That  road  is  moreover  twenty-four 
palms  wide,  and  is  conftrufted  according  to 
the  rules  of  art,  and  for  the  fervice  of  pofte- 
rity ;  whereas  the  Abruzzo  road  is  only  eigh- 
teen palms  wide,  and  already  begins  to  fall  to 
pieces.  The  materials,  and  efpecially  the  gravel, 
for  the  Roman  road,  were  fetched  from  a  dif- 
tance ;  but  in  Abruzzo,  the  latter  was  found 
by  the  way  fide.  Neither  is  the  expence  of 
making  the  road  to  be  attributed  to  the  moun- 
tainous 
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tainous  nature  of  our  province ;  for  the  road 
chiefly  traverfes  the  flat  parts  of  the  country, 
and  is  only  cut  through  a  mountain  about  a 
mile  and  an  half  in  length,  near  Portella  and 
Barbatofe,  at  the  commencement  of  the  Piano 
di  Cinque  Miglia.  Striking  therefore  as  is  the 
difference  betweeh  the  two  roads,  fo  much  the 
more  fcandalous  is  the  difference  between  2000 
and  15,000  ducats.  Let  your  Majefty  there- 
forejudge,  whether,  in  foch  circumftanees,  the 
petitioners  muft  not  be  driven  to  defpair,  upon 
being  deprived  of  all  hopes  of  obtaining  theif 
wiflied  for  road.  The  chamber  would  indeed 
be  fully  juftified  in  difapproving  the  conftruc* 
tion  of  a  road  from  Campiftrello  to  Sora,  if  it 
were  to  be  made  in  the  fame  manner  as  the 
other;  for  this  tra6t  of  twenty  miles  would 
coft  much  more  than  80,000  ducats,  if  the 
fuperintendance  of  it  were  entrufted  to  the 
fame  engineers,  whofe  conduft  proves  that  they 
know  no  bounds  in  the  profufe  expenditure  of 
the  public  money.  If  the  chamber  had  juftly 
and  impartially  confidered the  advantages  which 

the 


the  read  defii^;:ifK^  fnrocttreL^iQimoro.^lta 
foo^cofnnmnittea  thaj:  smft^^-tfthcrWtfo.  fall  iitisci 
decays  and  had  talce^  flt^Q  p«>per  potii^4ej:at^qQ 
tbetraQfport  of  the  irdfi>  Ihey  Hirouldnot  fo  baftUy 
^ye^DQndemiiedrtb^  fnrQpo^« ,  ;I|  is^  midiciouf 

docatSdrfQf:^periQm99d^'fltnd.hc^ft  engineeni 
hakyp^iifiAtei  th^^^pt^jfi^  t«t;0Qljr:tiyalf  thatfupa^ 
.'!:May  jt  pteafc.yojttMajotty^.  ap- 

nijallxlftsaiow  W;Q<>pp  ^fipptg;9Ht.of.tiw^  ?hefti 
that'weu^^ym^  enjoy 

the  *>  mucjh  wifl^cV^^fiosd^^^wii^jgrs^^  to 
give  us  as  engiaeer^\C^p|aii\  S^qb^rt 
known  as  a  man  of  prObityl  and  qx|»9tle«cjc» 
together  with  an  overfeer,(  to  manage  the 
accounts  with  exaftitude  and  honor.  And 
your  petitioners  (hall  ever  pray,  &c.  ,  . 
(Signefi) 

SORA  ;  POGGIO  PhILIP^O  J 

TaGLIACOZZO  ;  ROCCA  DlCERRO^ 

Firtrasecca;         Paglia, 
Sc AN ZANO  3  and    ' 

Santo  Donatoj      Campistrello/' 

Although 


Although  I  miift  repeat  that  the  communl* 
cation  between  NIapks  and  Abruzzo  'dannot 
be  kept  up  through  thefe  communities  fo;. "ad- 
vantageoufly  as,by  the  ^thcr  roacj,  yet; every 
traveller  through  this.paJct  <rf  the  kipgdpim^  muft 
allow,  that  a  good  roid  to  this  part,  of  the  pro- 
yinoe  isv^ryneceffary,  andthat.it  might  eafijtf 
have  been  made  with  the. nwJpey. which  in  va* 
rious  ways  was  layifhed  upon  the  othen  .  A« 
Sora  is  -fitoated  in  a  very  fertile  cduntiyi  Jit  i^ 
to  be  wi0ied  that  the  inhabitants  would  occupy 
theriifelves  more  with  agriculture '.  than  coi^kr 
inerce ;  fince  by  their  communica:t(on  Mvith.  the 
plains,  they  might . always  find' ^[market  at 
konie.andAvezzano.  Should  the  intended  pro- 
jeEl  aboutlthe'  road»  prove  fuccefsful,  and  the 
river  GatigUano  be  at  the  fame  time  m^de  nar 
vigablcy  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  dams  throvvo 
acrofs  the  iivisrr  for  the. benefit  4f  the  mijls,  will 
be  deftroyedj  for  they  have  already  caufedfuch 
m  accumulation  of  fand  and  ftones:abore  th© 
town,  that  it  is  annually  expofed  to  inunda? 

tions^ 
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tioos;  and-seveii.  its.totad  ruin  xdight  be  obca* 
fioned^bf  artobrfudden  f#ellbgof  the  riVer. 
•  :Be)rood  Soim  wbent  we  were  hofpiubly  en* 
tertained.  b^  a  veij  civil  geodeoiaii^  who  has  a 
fio(kn'i«dl^  ani^iiidfe^w^  to 

narMw/  ttiid  afliittiet  Hht'  iiaine  cff  Vaite  di 
Rdvet«5  to^  which  it  is  jufity  entitled/  bdng 
almoft  one  cpntiMied  foreft  f/t  oAm.  Tht 
gradiudly  diminifliipg  furface  of  the  vaUqr  w 
entkeiy  fubjed'Ita'the  riker  which  wandoni 
through  k  in  0fl»qicatiei|w^^  but  itf 

-rayagas  Art  -ftopped  fajr  gntly:  fBOJe^g.  ittUa^ 
crowned  witb  viliagea  and  cont^ddt;.  J^diind 
therUj  rife  high  nioQnt«ns»:ibf  ^whidi'thofista^ 
wards  the  eaft  are  chiefly  ban,  Vutthofe  td 
the  weftward,  forming  the  borders  of  the  eccle- 
fiaftical  (late,  are  cloathed  with  thick  wood6» 
inhabited  by  bears,  wolves,  lynxes,  aod  higb* 
way  robbers,  the  moft  noxious  of  all  beafts  of 
prey,  who,  living  upon  the  confines,  render 
this  one  of  the  moft  infecure  parts  of  the  king^ 
dom« 
.  The 


The  road  was  fo  b^  that  it  waB  late  at; 
hight  before  we  reached  Givitella^  only  fiftee^^  . 
ftiiles  diftant  from  Sora,  Here  alfp  we  were 
indebted  to  difinterefted  hofpitality  for  ow 
lodging  and  fupper,  and  particularly  for  fon  0 
of  the  delicious  trout  out  of  the  Liris.  But 
this  is^  all  I  have  to  fay  about  that  incohfidera- 
ble  place,  which  we  quitted  ear Jy  next  momr 
ing,  and  foon  arrived  at  the  village?  of  Cane- 
ftro,  which  fignifies  a  balkelj  and  probably 
takes  its  name  from  the  gi'eat  quantities  of 
balkets  annually  made  there.  The  valley  is 
here  extremely  narrow,  and  is  almoft  fhut  up 
by  a  projecting  rock,  upon  which  (lands  a 
town  called  Pefcio  Canale.  (Pefcio,  in  the 
dialefl:  of  this  country,  fignifies  a  rock).  At 
the  end  of  five  miles  we  reached  Catnpiftrello, 
hanging  upon  the  fide  of  the  eaftem  chain  of 
hills,  and  famous  for  the  vent  or  termination  of 
the  Claudian  Emiffario,  which  I  (hall  hereafter 
fully  defcribe.  I  muft  not  take  leave  of  thd 
Valle  di  Roveto  without  remarking,  that  it 
produces  both  wine  and  corn^  amongft  which 
X  is 


k  thk  mdiga,  cp«i91c«)  and  Oat  a  few  oSve 
flantrticnto'  an  alfe  ta  hm  &m  there.  But  ^ 
fowd  of  Araur  is  the  main  articie  of  rural 
moonmxy ;  and  the  exceScoxt  fidtcd  tongues^ 
Ikamtt  and  iau(ag«%  a&jltfpecvd^  diA  Venina^ 
Ik  celtbfated  throughout  hafy,  are  prepared 
hare.  Th»  latter  confide  oi  the  psspi  of  a  fonf* 
wbkh  am  m^ft  delicate  when  cut  off  the  living 
animal.  Thk  cruel  opeiation  is  upon  a  l^el 
vitk  thtijt  fn&ifod  by  the  inhabitants  of  Mas« 
Mra,  in  SkSy^  who  few  up  the  fundaments  o£ 
their  fewhi  in  ord^  to  make  their  fivers  ex^ 
tremelf  large  \  Bufc  oot^  oidjr  the  fHgroatnBCfil 
Italianihi  but  alfo  otl^  dviKzed  and  poliflied 
nations,  whofe  writings,  breathe  nothing  but 
humanity,  torment  animak,  in  cold  blood,  in 
order  to  gratify  the  palate ;  whilft  the  barba^ 
rians,  as  they  are  termed,  neither  know  nor 
pradice  any  fimilar  kind'of  cruelty.^ 

*  Hie  pates  de  fbi  d'ojpe,  whidi  are  nuide  at  Stnftoofgb 
and  ftnt  to.  all  pluta^of  thecominent,  are  compofed  of  tht 
]i?er8  of  gtefe,  fwelled  to  a  prodigious  fize^  by  various  tpr* 
tnents  pra^led  doriag  fome  months  u{>on  thofe  animals.  I 
9B»  told  thtt  tlw  Jews  at  Strafboorg  ite  chififljr.icQoaaari  ia 
Aatbofinefsr       A* 

Inllead 
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ififteid  of  foUdHiti^  the  eoUrfe  of  tAb  ^tHey, 
#e  gained  the  higheft  pbiHt  df  th^  hlBant^ii 
«bdvi6  Cihipiftrtllb,  dtld  padiiig  ihi-ough  a  hbU 
Ib^,  foOh  fbutid  oiiWelv^s  upon  a  vvkle  unbtkt- 
tlvatfed  plain,  fufrdUhded  oii  thrgS  fldtS  t>y 
hais,  chiefly  cov^i'ed  with  t^ood.  Ahhougfi 
ft  is  open  on  one  fida,  thfe  road  to  Avezzand 
itaverfes  a  iteep  hill,  called  Mohte  SklvianOi 
ft6m  the  fage  ^^ifch  ^roWs  Upon  it  in  great 
ibuhdaiice.  Tedious  was  the  plain,  and  tire- 
totAe  the  Sifcent  of  the  hill,  but  ravifliing  the 
pftJfpe^  from  its  iiiiilmit.  A  lake  more  than 
thirty  rtiiles  iil  circumference,  in  the  midff 
of  fuch  arid  mountains,  was  an  urilodked  for 
obje£l;  and  this  flieet  of  water  was  encircled 
by  a  number  of  towns  and  villages,  fcattered 
over  the  well  cultivated  plains,  fequeftered  in 
fruitful  amphitheatres,  or  fituated  upon  buftiy 
elevations  J  whilft  the  back  ground  was  formed 
by  a  circle  of  mountains,  amongft  which  the 
Velino,  the  Gran  Saflb  d'ltalia,  and  the  Ma* 
jella,  feemed  to  brave  the  Ikies.  Thrice  have 
I  contemplated  this  profpeft,  whofe  refera* 
X  z  blancc 
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blanc^  io  my;  native  land'  ever  .filled  me  wit!i 
pletiAueaiid^dclight; l>ut» at  an. impartial  pet^ 
fop^  I  cannot  agree  with  an  Englifli  author^ 
4bat  it  fwpaflcs  in  beautjr  aU  the  vievrs  afforded 
\fj  the  Alps  of  Switzerland^.fbr  the  cleamefa. 
of  the  atmofpherea  the  brilUancy.  of  colourings 
and  the  variety  of  obje£l8  that  particularly  di&> 
tinguifli  every  great  pofped:  v  amongft  the. 
mountains  of  Switzerland,  will  in  vain  h% 
ibugbt  for  here.  I  could  have  contiqued  tO. 
fcaft  my  eyes  upon  this  profpe£l»  had  not  my 
companions^  eager  for  their  dinner^  hurried  me 
away>  and  inlefs  than  half  an  hour  we  arrived 
at  Avezzano» 
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SECTION    X. 

'     Tii  J^ake  o/CihAU o,  with  its  Envo'OttS. 

IN  order  t6  render  the  defcription  of  this 
lake  more  intelligible,  I  have  added  ^a 
fmall  chart  of  the  lake,  arid  fiirrounding  coun* 
try,  taken  by  my  companion,  Don  Ignazio 
Stllo,  the  royal  engineer  (Plate  IV.)  This  is  k 
diftrift  almoft  Ihut  out  from  the  reft  of  the 
world  J  being  entirely  furrounded  by  moun* 
tains,  except  towards  the  weft,  where  through 
the  valley  of  Cefolina,  by  Tagliacozzo,  and 
along  the  Salto,  it  communicates  with  the 
Roman  ftate,  and  with  Campfftrello,  and  the 
valley  of  Roveto,  acrofs  the  PalentinefieJdst 
There  are  alfo  roads  from  Celano  to  Aquila, 
Jind  from  Pefcina  to  Salmona,  in  the  north  and 
north-eaft  parts  of  Abruzzo;  but  very  high 
mountains  muft  be  afcended '  in  order  to  get 
X  3  out 


out  of  this  bafon  ;  and  indeed  the  fliorteft  way 
to  Campiftrello  traverles  the  Monte  Saiviano^ 
as  I  have  already  mentioned.  Upon  every 
other  fide  are  npthiflg.  hut  dangerous  foot* 
paths,  leading  into  uninhabited  and  upfre* 
quented  mountains.  Notwkbft^fni^sil;  GkJano 
gives  Its  name  to  the  lake,  Avezzano  is  con« 
(jderec^  ^th^-  chiftf  ^i*c§,  of  ^hjj  ^CififX^y  f^ 
|lthpu§b  it  isbul^  afn)sU  dirtjr  to^n^^opt^i^^ 
fi^Jy  $S99  iphabitants^  it  kafi  ^  b5ff<®iM  C3ftl?> 
iby^ra]  convents,  and  fome  l>ai\dj(oq3g  ]^pv%t^ 
ljouf(?s,  amongft  which,  thofc  of  i3(>y  g(^i;iej:9jijf 
boft,  Don  Vincenzo  Minuquwio^  ^  of;  thq 
family  of  Mattel,  are  the  moft  confide^abtev  1^ 
^  fituated  in  a  fertile  and  delightful  fpot,.aboutJ 
a  quarter  of  a  mile  from  the  lake,  which  annUt 
aJly  draws  nearer  to  the  walls.  The  injia]t>ir 
tants  are  chiefly  engaged  in  agriculture,  ai>4 
Cffpeciajly  in  the  cultivation  of  the  almond-tree, 
and  vines.  The  method  of  making  win^  hero 
is  fomewhat  fingular^  for  after  the  grapes 
hay?  been  preffed,  and.  the  liquor  poured  intp 
calks,  a  litilp  muft  is  bgiled,  and  mi^ecj  with 
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h ;  which^  as  tiiey  prcflcml,  trontxibutes  to  itf 
l^depirig.  White  wine  H  the  gcAixal  jMroduce^ 
end  no  ihuft  is  mixed  t^ith  ttie  fooall  iqilssttity 
ef  red  that  i&made;  but  the  grapes  arrteft  ta 
Jbrment  ^  in  iubs^  and  the  caflcs  arfe  earefulljr 
reidenifbed  every :  day;  Thfe  wine  was  verjp 
pleafafit^  and  feemfrd  fidl  df  fpirit;  which  I^ 
attribute  to  the  piecesi  of  Hmt-ftone  that  are 
BOXttd  with  the  fo£U  -Not  only  ail  kilKis  of 
gpimzTt  culdvat^  here^  but  to  my  great  fiir* 
prize  I  fow  feveral  i  acres  o£  potatoe  ground. 
Frait  trees,  of  erery  fort^  give  fhade  to  die  cdm 
fields^  and  itafied  peaches  and  pears,  of  the 
9IO&  delicions  flaypor.  The  tharifty  inhabitants 
Gidtivaste  their  land^  them&lves,  and  find  thdr 
accodttl  in  that  exertion  of  tiieir  &ciiltiesl  in 
genera)  I  was  nmch  pleafed  with  what  I  ob* 
ferved  of  the  chara£ier  of  thefe  peofde  during 
liie  eight  days  I  paflfed  amongft  thrift ;  and  if 
I  may  judge  of  the  reft  of  the  inhabitants,  by 
tlK>fe  with  whom  i  had  a  clofer  commt^ication,' 
If  am  not  deceived  in  my  conjefhrr^s.  I  was 
lieceived  by  a  numerous  family,'  like  a  beloved 
X  4  relation } 


Miatton;  -JDkt;die  n^  houfi^  ^ho 

pofleffim;  taftiaqpwi^tlie^rrfources'affb]:^^^  bji 
«[  cbafiea 'VUktfithisi /two  brothers  .(oPwImmbi 
mie  lt*c«iDB^t||e  Rotodd«  :at  ilome)>  and  faia 
tvto  fbna,  rtook  Ul  ima^ihable  pake :  to  potnt 
0|ift;  toi  cne  meiy  ihmg  that  could:>fdFvrard.:^ 
]^urjpdrt^f  injKpiiiiluita  ;  whiift  thHS  )ad|^  aflkt( 
liottfd» dti ami8hileaq2dfoi^  cofitniyeditQ  isfo^ 
agrwable  kvaj  mdmitot  t&at  I  pzSid  wkimi 
doorsu  ;-|Iifr:  twp'  d^ujj^iflFS,  tfabughi  uaiitei; 
twienty  jeatB:dF  is^e»  badialrosd/.tak^ 
yeU.  in  a  convonUiffjki^iar  ^ffaoir  mqcfaer  fijoo-^ 
du&ed'  me,  aod  I  mn  not  a  Shfle  aftbnilhjed  aii 
finding  fo  much  beauty,  elt^ihct,  aikd  dafiep 
"with  fuch  noble  and  iin!i  feotiments.  in  tbis 
fequeftered  corner  of  Abruzzo.  When  an 
Italian  female  unites  the  fbfter  virtues  to  bril*^ 
liancy  of  expreffion,  and,  elegance  of  form,  (he 
certainly  approaches  ideal  beauty  as  much  aa 
any  wom^ii  in  the  univerfe, 
•As  Aye2fzano  offers  little  interefting  to  tha 
traveller,  I  began  my  wanderings  with  a  vifit 
tQ  Albj^  which  occupies  th^  three  pcnntcd 

fummits 


«AVBM   to  ¥A¥viif.  JtJ 

fotntnits  of  in  ifolated  eminence,  two  miles  *d 
the  north-wcfft' of  that  town.  Alba  was  th% 
capital  of  rtie  Marti,  a  Warlike  people, 'wKSi 
iaccofding  td  the  ancient'  authors,-  w^fife  dHU 
perfed  arOunid  the  lake,  and  over  or  without 
whom  the 'Romans  are  faid  never  to  ha^^ 
triumphed.  To  the  peculiar  fituation  of  tttii 
town  were  they  indebted  for  thiir  prefervatiort 
from  conqueft  by  the  !Roman$,  who>  though 
inei^perienfeed  in  the  ^ft'df  fifegls^sf,  geofetbll^ 
proved  fmccefsful  by  pei^feveratiee.  When  tl* 
Marfi  became  the  alliesf  of  that  people.  Alba 
ferved  as  a  ft^te  prifon,  where  Perfeus,  Syphaxi 
and' other  yiftims  to  the  republican  Jove  of 
conqueft,  terminated  their  unhappy  lives*.  As 

•  Strabo  fpeaks  of  the  Alba  Marfbrora,  lib.  r.  Trad^ 
Guaxini  Veronenf.  Edit'.  Henr:  Petr*  fiafil,  if|^,:£l^ 
yitra  haec  difiae  prins  urbes  latinae  viae  funt,  e  qoibq^m 
Mediterrans  'maxime  latinas  inter  urbes,  fita  eft  Xi^a 
Marfis  finitiina  ia  excelfo  locata  faxo.  '.  ::- "Z 

filhcn&uta  Al\f9i  ad  Fucinum  Lacgm^ 

Plin.  H.  N«  lib.  iii.  cap.  I2. 
*  The  commentator  tipon  Antoninus  juftly  calls  it  Alba  Fa- 
<*entia,  and  not  Tucentla;  for  the  town  evidently  ircceivea 
that  addition  from  the  Fucinc  Lake,  in  osder-tp  diftingniilf 
it  |xo9l  Alba  Longa^ 

Strabc^ 
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9^;  earqeft  atteatipos  I  /ccn^tq^ccd.^y  r^^ 

ff  the  ancient.  |t^dila[»datfd  ^hujlif^  p^  ior 
do<i4  W  o^trvatioii;^ but  ki  tbcrxJM^^ 
covieted^a  pi6lQre',cf-^  UQiaafeiatfooi  wbic^ 
tihpi^h  by  an  f^iki^oipm  inaii^F^^ipt  o^ot  oi4y  19 
my  judgmeot,  biit :»  A»t:of  Sif  3¥iBMm  H* 
9iiltopiy.wQ^^  |o  ad9tf9  «  testptekellM^  CI^Hr 

ff!{)refeiitativf  ^f  the  Counts  of  .j^  J4lit&  id 
powerfol  in  fonfL^  9^h  A^  f^fidos  JMMagft 
tbefe  dilapidated  walls^  in  the:<j|4n3((r.of- HB 
fcclefiaftic.  .      -'^: 

The  profpcft  from  this  fummit  is  ei^tremeJy 
limited^  comprizing  a  plain  only  one  mild 
broad^  and  two  infignificant  hamlets  backed 
by  the  Velino.  That  mountain^  which  is  a 
giant  amongft  thofe  of  Italy,  confifts  entirely  of 

Stnbcs  livy,  Velkins  Paterculu^  YakriiiB  Mipuiniis,  aiid 
lHaiqr  othen  a£fortj  that  Alba  was  iifcd  aa  a  ftatc  {irifoA  bt 
coaxpicxwildngu 


j^pw-ftwe^  i?n4  k  fo  c:K?q^i?^gTy  rocky,  n^^  to 
gr^dnc^  luit  Jitt;lf|  fcMa4  for  (b^f  p,  w4  nQn<3  of 

jf^Is^  J^o  t^FT^irts  fn^b^lifh  ijt  upon  (bi$  fide; 
|mt  upo9  k«  iK^rtKef «  decj^t):y  \\  \m  fw^r^ 
^(pj^iagS  ^^^  ^^wpetfa  thft  riv«r  VqHhp,  whi«^ 
.%ft^r  waterings  ?*part  ^f  Abr^^S^i  form$  tlift 
fjpl^brated  qafcs^4c  4«^H^  Mariaaii^si,  thr^  niUf^i 
>l^cw«  Tqrni,  aiwj  diii?li*rge§t  kfelf  ^tQ»  Uw 
Jjfb^r^  (bnj^  ffkU^  bei?^^  ^rt  pfecft.  U)^ 
tbie  feqond  f^m^,  adjqyw^g  tp  thct  Qth^r,  ftaads 
p«rt  of  an  o]4  tow^r^  wbc^^  raode  of  eonftruq- 
tion  clafles  U^  %ia/ijngft  th*  ifirf^J  fijrtpefies  of  lfe% 
cuddle  sfges.  In  my  way  tp  the.  third  ^m^^ 
f^ence,  which  i^  the  highefi  and  mod  remai^e^ 
able,  I  found  varipu;^  cpi^fider^ble  remains  qf 
^e  ancient  walls,  whofe  conftruflion  differs  en  r 
Jlirely  froni  that  which  1  have  obferved  in  tlni 
^alls^  of  oI(d  Greek  towns,  as  Syracufe  an^ 
Manduria,,  as  well  as  from  that;  of  the  ancient- 
walls  of  Romej  and  other  Roman  cities.  Poly- 
gonal blocks  of  ftone,  frequently  of  very  large 
4{ineniiQn$y  and  only  bpwn  even  at  this  angkSf' 

and 
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and  on  the  fide  expofed  to  ^mw/^are  fo  nicely 
put  together^  that  no  iot^lHciet  remam  be^ 
ttn^een  the  ftone» ;-  end  thou^'die  tooifes  and 
jmas  have  an  irreguliyr-apjpieiMuEfce/the  wall 
is  ftrkOSj  fmootW.  Thei^  ate  i!io  traces  of 
ilbn  Or  cement f  and  evenriri^&e'gatcwiys,' 
and  where  tfae'w^t  winds  roufid^^e'hili;  it  is 
tftAf  made  thicker^  without^  ariy^  alteration  iof 
the  mode  of  conftru^on^  This  metfiiCKl'appears 
ib'durabkj  that  I  am  not  furpriled  atthe  walls 
having' fo  long  withftood  the  rfiya|di'bf  time; 
The  extent  -of  their  remains  grlhPsTctdbn^td 
tenje6hire  that  the  axicieht  town  occupied  the 
thrcfe  ifeveral  points  of  the  hill;  and -this  ahi-» 
je6hir6'is  confirihed  by  various  nilns  found 
within  the  circuit  of  the  walls,  amongft  which, 
the  traces  of  an  amphitheatre,  and  veffiges  of 
baths,  are  perfectly  difcemible.  Coins,  and 
pieces  of  mofaic  work,  confiftirig  of  white 
marble,  and  blue  or  green  glafs,  and  fome* 
times  of  marcafite,  are  alfo  dug  up  there  in 
great  quantities. 
TheFrati  Conventual!  have  ereSed  a  charm"* 

ing 
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jjQg  dwelling  upon  the  fummit  of  the  third 
eminence,  where,  under  the  ftiade  of  fome  de* 
lightful- nut-trees,  Hands  their  folitary  convent, 
and  a  fmall  church,  wholly  conftrufted  of  the 
fragments  of  the  more  fplendid  edifices  of  anti- 
quity. Columns,  whofe  capitals  difcover  either 
Doric  fimplicity,  Ionic  neatnefs,  or  Corinthian 
fuperfluity  of  art,  cordially  and  without  jea- 
loufy  fupport  a  miferable  ropf ;  whilfl  the  cleft 
yealls  of  the  building  difplay  fragments  of 
beautiful  marble,  decorated  with  the  elegant 
performances  of  an  accompliflied  chifel.  The 
pavement  of  fome  parts  of  the  church  prefents 
to  view  the  moft  uncouth  and  barbarous  figures^ 
compofed  of  pieces  of  th^  mofaic,  fo  abuu«» 
dantly  found  here,  and  which  were  once  em* 
ployed  in  the  reprefentation  of  figures,  fruits, 
:6owers,  and  other  pleafing  ornaments,  in  th^ 
cool  apartments,  or  pleafure  breathing  bathg 
of  the  ancient  inhabitants  of  Alba.  The  fitua* 
tion  of  the  convent  is  rendered  delightful  by 
the  pifturefque  profpe6is  it  commands;  fo^ 
this  hill,  whofe  fummit  is  covered  with  flowery 

paftures. 


(iltihires,  aM  ^rhore  bafe  is  futt6ti&d«d  By  Vii^ 
pLTdt  Md  fruit-frees,  oNreflooki  oh  6ise  fidfc  th<l 
mtrror-like  lake,  stnd  its  ehearful  bor^eit,  ifid 
on  the  other,  the  whole  valley  of  CfcMna, 
trhich  leads  to  T^gliiicottOy  tod  ^Od^  thd 
S^Ito  to  the  valley  of  Rieti,  lA  the  eectefiaftical 
dominions^  where  the  high  tod  w6ody  nidtili* 
tains,  from  whence  fprfhg  the  Caf igl!to6  inci 
the  Salto,  at  ot^ce  bound  the  kingddm,  tod 
the  profpeA.  Towards  the  fbiith  »e  feefi  tii* 
fttlentine  fields,  the  little  tOWft  df  &6\ltt6% 
imd  the  rums  of  the  abbdy  tt  Stoti  Mafii 
deHa  Vittoria,  a  meltocholy  monument  tttfii 
yiQory  obtained  by  Charlei^  of  AnjOo,  ot^er  the 
tmfortunatc  Couradin  of  Hohenftauffen.  Hate- 
ful in  my  eyes  was  the  traiterous  hill  of  Sal- 
viano,  behind  which  lay  in  ambufcade  the  pattj^ 
that  decided  upon  the  life  and  fortune  of  thd 
ioo  impetuous  prince ;  but  ftill  mor^  hateful 
was  the  woody  fummit  that  conceals  the  caftle, 
where  was  pra(?iifed  the  bafeft  of  all  crimen. 
Gfeomy  thoughts  overpowered  me  when  I  re- 
flefted  upon  the  events  of  that  melancholy 

ftory, 
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ftoiry,  arid  forgetting  the  beautiful  fceneiy.that 
lay  before  mc,  I  turned  with  indignation  from 
this  theatre  of  treachery  and  misfortune. 

Upon  the  oppofite  Me,  the  naked  bafe  of 
the  Velino  is  enlivened  by  feveral  villages,  and 
particularly  by  Magliano,  which,  in  Alba's 
profperous  days,  fiirniflied  that  city  with  works 
in  copper,  and  in  iron.  The  vicinity  of  this 
eminence  to  the  Roman  territory,  made  m« 
thmk  it  an  admirable  pofition  for  a  frontier 
ifbrtrefs  $  for  two  of  its  points  are  abundantly 
fumifhed  with  excelietit  water,  the  fiirround* 
ing  mouhtams  are  too  diftant  to  command  the 
height;  and  the  country,  capable  of  a  ftiH 
greater  degree  of  cultivation,  the  lake  well 
flocked  with  fifh,  and  the  adjacent  woods^ 
would  enftire  an  ample  fupply  of  provifiods  t^ 
a  garrifon.  It  is  not  indeed  to  be  fUfpefied 
that  either  a  prieft,  who  is  the  Prince  of  Peaces 
or  his  fubje£ls,  who  are  Romans  only  10  Qame^ 
fliQutd  ever  entcrtaia  thoughts  of  making  con* 
quefts  in  the  kingdom  of  Naples  5  but  a  JuKui 
the  Second^  or  an  Eugenius  the  Fourth,  may 

again 
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again  wear  the  tripte  ctown^  or  uriexpe&ed 
changes  may  fake, place  in  the  governments  of 
Europe.    The  kingdom  is  at  prefent  wholly 
expofed  on  the  land  fide  * ;  for  neither  Gaeta 
Or  Capua  could  flop  an  army,  and  not  a  fingle 
fbrtreis  covers  the  confines  of  Abruzzo.   Evea 
if  the  fortrefe  had  no  opportunity  of  difplaying 
its  flrength  and  utility  in  the  refiftahce  of  an 
enemy,  a  garrifon  would  be  of  no  finall  fcrvicc 
to  the  country,  whofe  fuperfluous  produ£iions 
would  there  find  a  conftant  market,  whilft 
ground  a£hially  lying  waftc  niiight  again  be 
cultivated,  and  the  now  barren  Salviano  re* 
fume  its  ancient  covering  of  chefiiut*trees.  The 
iron  mines  referred  to  in  the  memorial  about 
the  road,  and  the  coal  mine  newly  difcovered 
in  the  mountains,  where  rifes  the  Garigliano, 
and  faid  to  be  of  an  excellent  quality,  might 
th^n  alfo  be  worked  with  the  greateft  advantage 
and  fuccels. 

•  And  with  rcipcdl  to  the  fea,  even  th«  capital  itfclf  is  ex- 
pofed to  the  infulls  of  an  hoftile  navy ;  as  the  fleet  of  Eng. 
land,  ia  1742,  and  that  of  France,  in  1793^  fufficicnti/ 
evinced.        A. 

Upon 
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Upon  one  of  the  following  days  I  vifited  thS 
lake  and  its  eiivirons,  and  c '^efted  my  walk 
ftloiig  the  ftrand,  in  order  to  infpeft  fome  ot 
its  particularities.  A  large  fnake^  Colube? 
Berus  Linnaei,  which  was  ftiot  by  my  compa^ 
nion  Lolli,  turned  our  difcourfe  upon  the  fub* 
je6l  of  the  animals  moft  domtnon  in  that  neigh^ 
boufhood,  which  abounds  with  fnakes,  and 
particularly  afps,  Coluber  Afpis  Linncei,  d 
which  we  faw  feveral  ^  they  are  (mail,  bui 
extremely  venomous,  and  lire  found  in  gr^iif 
numbers  upon  fuch  of  the  lofty  calcareJous 
mountains  as  are  covered  with  the  niioll  fra* 
grant  aromiatics*  Several  ftrangers  annuallj^ 
come  here,  nnd  carry  off  great  <iuantities  of 
thefe  reptiles,  which  they  fell  to  the  appthe* 
caries  in  different  parts  of  Italy.  Thi8'coliver<- 
fation  conduced  us  to  a  fmall  bay,  called  la 
Pedogiia,  where  the  lake  is  faid  to  have  a 
fubterraneous  difcharge.  I  Oiall  afterwards 
endeavour  to  decide  upon  the  truth  of  this 
i-eport^  and  {hall  only  remark  at  prefent,  that 
the  ancients  thought   it  a  facred  fpot,  and 

Y  ereaed 
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creded  upon  the  ftrand  a  temple  to  the  god^ 
.  deft  Pitonia^  out  of  gratitude  to  that  benevo«i 
lent  divinity  who  prevented  the  continual  inr 
creafe  of  the  lakp.  I  do  not.iMretend  to  deter-^ 
mine  whether  their  pofterity  be  mote  ungrate-* 
fid,  or  whether  they  have,  difcovered  the  inuti- 
lity of  (JBcrifices ;  but  eveiy  trace  of  the  temple 
||as  di&ppearedy  and  the  remembrance  of  it 
is  retained  only  by  the  appellation  of  the  haj^ 
From  hence  the  lake  flretches  to  the  foot  of 
Mfitf erSa^iano^  and  the  road  is  carried  along 
its  fide. '  Large  mafles  of  W9ll  .Jliere  pointed 
out  the  ruins  of  the  ancient  Penoa,  of  which 
much  more  is  difcemible  in  tho(e  years^  when 
the  lake  confiderably^decreafes^.  In  the  midft 
of  the  ruins  is  a  church,  mentioned  by  Syne- 
fius  and  Leo  Oftienfis/the  conftruftion  whereof 
proves  that  it  was  erefted  fhortly  before  the 
time  of  thofe  authors.    We  now  defcended  to 

^,1  can  find  nothing  itlative  to  Penna^  except  in  Mara- 
tori's  notes  upon  Leo  Oftienfis.  See  Rernm  Italian  Scrip* 
toies,  tonou  iv.  p.  242^  where  he  mentions  Fenna  amongfl 
the  deftroyed  Marfian  towns. 

the 
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the  borders  of  the  lake^  and  gqt  into  a  boat^ 
which  was  to  convey  us  direftly  to  Trefacco. 
(or  Tranfaquas).  Not  far  from  the  ruins  of 
Penna  lies  Luco,  the  ancient  Lucus*,  a  mife* 
table  village,  whofe  once  beautiful  fields  are 
now  covered  by  the  lake,  as  far  as  the  dweli^ 
lings  of  the  inhabitants.  Thefe  people  fubfift 
chiefly  by'  the  fifliery  of  the  lake,  which  is 
&rmed  out  for  half  the  profits  by  the  two  pro* 
prietors,  the  houfes  of  Colonna  and  Cefarini, 
at  Rome.  Some  benefit  alfo  arifes  to  the  inha« 
bitants  of  Luco  from  their  trade  in  wood  ;  for 
the  Salviano  unites  above  the  village  with  a 
branch  of  the  Appennines,  and  forms  a  moun-. 
toinous  diftrift  of  confiderable  extent,  chiefly 
covered  with  woods,  very  thickly  inhabited  by 
bears,  lynxes,  wild  boars,  and  other  beafts, 

♦  Amongft  the  Marfi,  Pliny  alfo  reckons  the  Luccntes,' 
Ub.  ill.  cap.  1 2.  If  we  agree  with  other  writers  in  deriV'-- 
ing  the  name  of  Lucus  from  a  grove  confecrated  to  a  divL. 
tiiXYf  it  is  probably  that  which  was  facred  to  the  goddeff 
Aogitia,  mentioned  by  Virgil  in  his  7th  iBneid,  v,  759, 

Te  nemus  Angitiae^  vitrea  te  Fucinas  undi 

Tc  liquidi  Seven  Lacus. 

Yz  Whilft 


WUtfl  we  ffided  ahmg  the  fmaoth  furface  dl 
the  hdce,.  ooe  erm^  compankms  (hot  two  fmall' 
dUappers^^Cofymbus  aiiritus  Lmn.  and  a  coot, 
fttficai  zix»  lubm^h  We  aUb  iaw  feveral  wild 
diKkSf.  Anas  bofchas^  and  other  water  fowl,. 
wMi^  which.  I  was.  unacquainted ;  and  LoUe 
aflured  me^  tiiafithe  lake  was  conflantly  vifited 
by  aUi  khaids^of  water  fowl.  It  is  faid  to  be 
equalfy  ftocked  with  eTciy  ibrt  of  fifiif  but 
^  tiieoi  nabies  were  fa  peculiarly  provincial,  diat 
it  was  impoffible  ibr  me  to  compofe  a  fyfie^ 
ttatic  catalogue.  U^on  the  tables  of  my  ftieuds: 
Ifawmiiiiiig  but  pike,  carp,  and  tench  ^  mm 
ooold  I  team  any  thing  fatisfaftory  about  the 
eight  finned  fifh  mentioned  by  Pliny*.  The 
lake  is  generally  very  tranquil,  and  little  fub- 
je^  to  violent  ftorms ;  but  the  north-eaft  wind 
fometimea  blows  with  fuch  force,  as  to  make 
the  navigation  dangerous  for  the  fmall  veffels^ 
that  are  upon  it.    Towards  noon  we  landed  at 

♦Itt  fucino  tantum  lacu  pifcis  eft,  qui  oftonis  pinni» 
natat* 

Blxn.  H»  N*  lib.  is.  c.  20. 

Trafacco, 


TJIATXIS   TO  KA?LES.  525 

TraiaccOy  a  confiderable  village,  ccmtaining 
about  800  inl^abitants,  who  are  all  hu{ban<k 
men,  and  fituated  in  a  very  fruitful  fpot,  abound* 
ing  in  com,  almonds,  and  wine,  which  laft  is 
fent  acrofs  the  lal^e  to  Avezzano,  as  foon  as  k 
16  put  into  barrels,  The  lake  has  atfo  madt 
great  ravages  in  this  4iftrift>  which  chiefly  be- 
longs to  the  citizens  of  Avezzano,  many  of 
whom  have  country  houfes  here,  in  which  they 
occafionally  refide.  This  dirty  village  contains 
nothing  remarkable,  except  fome  remains  of  a 
Gothic  edifice,  and  a  tower,  called  La  torre 
d'Agrippina,  in  which  it  is  pretended  that  the 
Emprefs  Agrippina  refided,  with  her  hufband 
Claudius,  during  their  abode  in  this  part  of 
the  country.  As  I  find  nothing  of  this  in  any 
ancient  author,  I  (hall  pafs  over  it  with  obferv- 
ing,  that  the  upper  part  of  the  tower  is  un- 
queftionably.of  Gothic  architefihire.  Various 
jmcient  infcriptions  might  be  colleQed  here; 
but  Phsebonius  is  faid  to  have  given  copies  of 
them  in  his  hiftory  of  the  Marfi.  Behind  Tra- 
facco  is  a  valley  that  ftretches  far  into  the 
Y  3  mountain?. 
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tnountatns,  which  have  nothing  to  difplay  but 
widely  extended  wafles^  plentifully  flocked  with 
wild  beafts. 

We  re-imbarked  after  dinner^  and  proceeded 
higher  up  the  lake>  in  order  to  have  a  diftinS: 
and  fucceffive  view  of  the  different  places  that 
furround  it.  Eaft ward  of  Trafacco  the  lake  is 
checked  by  the  fteep  and  barren  mountain  of 
St.  Nicholas,  behind  which  the  learned  of  this 
country  place  the  ancie^nt  city  of  Atchippe, 
That  fuch  a  city  ftood  near  the  Fucine  Jake 
can  eafily  be  proved ;  but  its  precife  fituation 
ftill  remains  an  undecided  queftion*.     Where 

*  GelHanas  ao^or  c(l,  lacu  fucioro  haoftum  Marforuai 
Oppidum  Archippc,  conditum  a  Marfya  Ducc  Lydorum^ 
Plin.  H.  N.  lib.  ill.  cap.  xii^ 

Archippem  Rcgem  Lydorum  hyatvi  tcrrac  hauftum  diffola-i 
iUiiique  dicunt  in  lacom  fucinum. 

SoLiN.  lib.  ix.  Edit.  Drandiusji  1603,  Francofort,  4to, 

Another  edition  of  that  fuperfivlal  author  fays,  **  Archip. 
pern  a  Marfya  Rege  Lydorum,  <juod  hyatu  tcrrse  hauftumi 
diflblutum  eft  in  lacu  Fucino. 

SoLiN.  Edit.  And.  Reiherus,  Gothae,  1665*  8yO# 
Quin  et  Marruvia  venlt  de  Gcnte  Sacerdos, 
Fronde  fuper  galeam  et  feJici  comtus  oliva, 
Archippi  Regis  miffu,  fbrtiflimu3  Umbro. 

Vuct  Mn.  lib.  viL  v.  75c* 

the 
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the  bafe  of  St.  Nicholas  lofes  itfelf  in  the  water 
towards  the  eaft,  the  lake  forms  a  deep  bay, 
at  the  bottom  of  which  the  town  of  Antuchio 
difplays  itfelf,  feated  Upon  an  ifland.  A  few 
years  fince,  it  was  connected  with  the  mam 
land  by  a  moft  fruitful  plain ;  but  the  all-de- 
vouring lake  has  not  only  invaded  the  plain, 
but  now  daily  ftorms  the  towns,  ftill  clinging 
to  the  ifland,  and  has  already  fo  undermined 
the  once  magnificent  caflle,  that  its  fall  is 
hourly  expefted.  The  inhabitants,  to  the  num- 
ber of  a  thoufand,  being  thus  deprived  of  the 
fineft  part  of  their  property,  and  not  finding 
fufficient  employment  in  the  cultivation  of  the 
fertile  but  too  confined  valley  on  the  oppofite 
fide,  have  now  devoted  themfelves  to  the  fifliery. 
Some  miferable  huts  near  a  confidprable  ftream, 
which  running  down  from  the  Furca  Carofa, 
difcharges  itfelf  into  this  lake,  are  the  firft  ha- 
bitations of  man  beyond  Antuchio,  and  bear 
the  name  of  San  Benedetto. 

Marruvium,  the  capital  of  the  Marfi,  is  faid 

to  have  be^n  fituated  here;  confiderabl^  re- 

Y  4  mains 
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^n$  are  found  In  the  immediate  environ$| 
fnd  when  in  tlie  yeiur  175^  a  r^inarkablf 
|bou|^t  bad  greatly  dunini/hed  the  lake^  v^i« 
ou*  ruins  were  difcovered,  and  the  fine  fiatue$ 
•f  Qaudiuif  Agrippiw*  Nero^  Hadrian  and  hi« 
cqaSoj^M  were  di^  oul^  and  carrijed  by  the 
)ung*t  (urder  to  Cafeitau  In  the  time  of  Claut 
diu^  this  town  bore  the  name  of  Valeria^^  which 
it  afterwards  changed  for  that  of  Marziaf^ 

^  Marnrriom  it  inendciied  hy  a  iratktjr  dt  anthon, 
TbM||i  Stnbo  fpeiks  of  i|-— lib,  m-*^  dp^  pot  Teijr 
deariy  point  oqt  its  fitn^tion,  uriiich  however  ma/  bq 
gaeSti  «t  from  what  he  &yf  about  it.  .  ClnTerioa  it  cer« 
tain)y  miftakea  in  pladng  it  wh^re  Monca  aow  tbmdt,  ii| 
the  Valle  di  Royeto»  oppe$te  to  Ciritella,  Sigoniot  2i| 
hit  treatife  «<  De  Antiqno  Jure  Italico,**  tom,  t*  p,  345  (in 
which  he  throwt  much  light  upon  the  hiftory  of  the  Marfi)t 
clearly  provet  that  Morrea  was  inhabited  by  the  ^uicolti 
and  not  by  the  Maifi. 
Siiius  Italicus  fays,  in  his  8th  bookf 

Marruvium  veteris  cdcbratiam  nomine  Marfi» 
Urbibns  eft  illis  Caput;  interiorque  per  udot 
Alba  (edet  Campos^  pomifque  rependet  ariftat, 
Cacterx  in  obfcura  famx>  et  fine  nomine  vulgi, 
Sed  numera  Caftella  valent* 
Pliny  alfo  mentions  the  Marruvii,  lib,  iii.  €•  12.     In  th^ 
Peutingcrian  map,  Manibio  occupies  the  place  of  the  an- 
cient Marruvium.    It  is  called  Valeria  by  Antoninus.    In 

generals 
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The  whole  northern  (hore  of  the  lake  exhibit! 
nothing  but  a  mixture  of  mar(he$  and  well  cul- 
tivated, fields,  without  any  habitation  between 
San  Benedetto  and  Ave22ano ;  but  about  a  mile 
from  the  lake,  upon  ground  rifing  amphitheft* 
trically,  at  fome  diftance  from  San  Benedetto^ 
»re  feen  the  town  of  Celano,  and  beyond  it,  the 
village?  of  Pademo,  behind  which  the  procli- 
vities of  the  AppennineS  appear  cloathed  with 
^live-trees^  and  watered  by  a  rivulet,  which, 
sifter  paffing  near  the  walls  of  Cdano,  dif- 
charges  itfelf  into  the  lake  below.  During 
our  navigation  round  the  lake,  I  obferved  that 
feveral  ftream$  eniptiai  themfelves  therein,  but 
could  never  difcpver  any  outlet  for  its  waters  j 
fi  ^ircumftance  the  more  furpriiing,  when  W3 

general,  Mqratori  has  given  a  eopions  account  of  the  Mar* 
fian  towns,  in  hit  Script.  Rer.  Ital.  t.  x.  p.  253.  Bat 
Phatboniu^  in  his  Hift.  Marforum,  would  have  fomifhed  me 
with  far  more  e^tenfive  information,  could  I  have  procured 
the  book. 

I  am  furpriftd  that  M.  de  S.  (bould  call  Alha  the  capital 
of  the  Marfi,  when  it  appears  that  Marruvium  was  in  fafl 
the  capita),  «t  tie  biiiiiclf  afterwards  fays.      A. 

coiifider 
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X>y  apothecaries  and  cullers  of  fimples  front 
diftant  parts  of  the  country.  Even  in  times  of 
remote  antiquity  the  Marfian  mountains  en- 
joyed the  reputation  of  producing  the  choiceft 
herbs ;  and  I  ^m  almoft  inclined  to  think,  with 
the  commentator  upon  Leo  Oftienfis,  that  the 
whole  fable  of  th6  goddefs  Angitia,  who  is  faid 
to  have  had  a  temple  in  a  confecrated  grove 
n^ai  Luco^  apd  to  have  taught  the  inhabitants 
the  art  of  curing  maladies  by  means  of  fimples, 
may  be  deduced  from  this  abundance  of  vulne^ 
Jrary  herbs,  Neither  is  it  improbable  that  the 
ufe  which  the  Marfi  made  of  thefe  fimples,  and 
^fpecially  the  quackeries,  which  perhaps  their 
priefts  carried,  on  by  their  means,  procured 
them  the  titles  of  forCerers,  and  curers  of  ve^ 
npmous  bites.  It  is  Angular,  however,  that  the 
above-mentioned  commentator  ftiould  declare 
all  traces  of  that  fciertce  to  be  obliterated  in 
this  neighbourhood ;  fince  it  is  well  known  that 
the  arquebufade  water  has  been  made  there 
during  a  long  period  of  time;  but  on  the  other 
hand  I  agree  with  him,  that  the  magic  healer$ 

of 
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of  venomous  bites  are  no  longer  to  be  m«t 

with*, 

•  Vipcico  gcncri,  ct  graviter  Q>irantibD8  fiydri^ 
Spargere  qai  fomnos  aintaquQ  mannqae  folebili 
Malcebatque  iras,  et  morfos  arte  levabat, 
Sed  non  Dardanix  inedicari  cufpidis  i£laiii 
Evalait ;  neque  eum  juveie  in  valnera  cantos 
Somniferiy  ct  Marfis  qaa;£ts  in  montibus  hcrb«» 

This  is  the  continaationt)f  the  pa0age  in  Virgxly  quoted  in 
note^  p.  326;  and  precedes  that  quoted  in  notCi  p.  323. 

Angitiam  vicina  facino  loca  occapaviiTef  ibiqoc  falabri 
Icientia  adverfas  morbos  lefiftentem  com  defiii&t  hoaineni 
yiveie  Deam  habitanu 

SoLiK.  Edit,  4to«  lib.  ix. 

In  the  other  edition  it  runs  thus— Cum  deilflet  intas  ha> 
minem  vivere  Deam  habitam* 

Gentem  Marforum  a  Serpcntibus  illtefam  efle  nihil  me* 
nam ;  a  Circes  enim  filio  hi  genus  ducunt^  et  de  ayita  po« 
tentia  deberi  fibi — fcijnt  fervitium  venenorum,  ideoque 
Venena  contemnunt. 

SoLiN.     Ibid, 

nee  vocata  mens  toa 

Marfis  redijit  vocibus, 

HoRAT.  Epod.  V,  V.  75. 

Crates  Pert  amen  ;S  in  Hcllefponto  circa  Parium,  genu* 
hominum  fu  iT-  tra(  it,  qqod  Ophiogenes  vocat>  fcrpentum 
iftus  contadu  I(  vare  {"olitos,  et  manu  impofita  venena  extrar 
here  corpore.  Va  ro  etini  nunc  elTe  paucos  ibi,  quorum 
falivae  contra  idus  fcrpentum  medeantur, .  •  •  •  Simile  et  ia 

ltalia» 
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Italil  Marforam  G^tis  darstt,  quos  i  Circes  filio  ortos  fer« 
van^  et  ideo  ineffe  iis  yini  naturalem  earn, 

Plin,  H.  N.  lib.viL  c  2. 
Sicnt  contra  ferpentea.Pf7llis  Marfifqae  inter  homines. 

l3iDm  Ub.  xxi.  c.  15. 

Certe  quid  non  replevere  fabulis  Colchis  Medeai  alisequ^ 
in  primis  Itala  Ctrce^  Diis  etiam  adfcripta)  Undp  arbitros 
natumi  ut  JEfchylus  e  vetuftiflimis  in  poetica  refertam  Italian 
faerbamm  potentia  proderet,  Multique  Circeios  obi  habi^ 
tavit  illZf  magno  argnmento  etiamnum  durante  in  Marfis  i 
JBo  ejtn  oru  GentCi  qaot  efle  Domitores  ferpentiom  confUc 

Isro«  libk  XXV*  c«  ii« 

• At  Marfica  pqbes 

Et  bellare  manu  et  chelydris  cantare  fopbiem : 
Vlperearnqve  Tcrbis  hebetare  et  cannine  deatem* 
iBdsB  proleiB  Angitiam  mala  gramina  primam 
Monftrayiffe  fenut  tadaque  domaie  renena. 

SxLivs  iTALiQVi,  lib«  viii. 
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SECTION  xr. 

Q/"/^*  CLAtiniAN  Emissario, 

'TPHIS  noble  inonument  of  Roman  grandeu^^ 
is  fo  little  known,  that  I  almoft  confider 
it  as  a  duty  not  only  to  relate  the  motivfc  of  it$ 
conftruftion,  and-  its  general  hiftory ,  as  plearly 
as  I  can  coUeft  from  the  authors  of' antiaujty, 
but  alfo  to  defcribe  its  prefent  ftate  with  all 
poflible  accuracy.  It  appears  indeed  very  An- 
gular, that  it  Ihould  have  been  filently  palled 
over  by  every  Roman  author,  except  Sueto- 
nius, Pliny,  and  Tacitus,  and  that  amongft  all 
the  modern  hiftorians  and  defcribers  of  Italy 
that  I  have  turned  over,  I  (hould  only  find  an 
account  of  it  in  Cluverius.  Indeed  Phaebonius 
in  his  hiftory  of  the  Marfi,  and  Lodovico  Anti- 
noro  in  his  "  Raccolta  di  Memorie  Iftoriche 
riguardanti  TAbruzzo,"  have  affembled  every 

paffage 
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paffage  relative  to  the  emiflario,  of  which  tho 
latter  has  alfo  given  fomedefigns;  but  as  I 
could  never  purchafe  thofe  works,  and  had 
only  an  opportunity  of  flightly  infpefting  them, 
they  have  been  of  little  fervice  to  me^  although 
in  faft  I  am  inclined  to  think  that  they  would 
not  have  afforded  me  fo  much  real  information^ 
as  doubtful  and  quaint  accounts,  enveloped  in 
a  mafs  of  ufelefs  and  prolix  eruditionf 

The  Lacus;  Fucinus  was  known  in  the  earHeft 
times,  and  was  obfervjcd  to  poflefs  the  fingula« 
rity  of  receiving  much  water,  without  having 
any  apparent  difcharge.  At  fome  periods  it 
vifibly  dirainifhed,  and  at  others  augmented  fo 
as  to  do  great  damage  to  the  dwellers  upoa 
its  banks.  Under  the  confalfhip  of  M.  JEmU 
lius  and  Hoftilius  Mancinus  it  rofe  fo  high  as 
to  inundate  5000  paces  of  the  furrounding 
country  *•  As  the  decreafe  of  the  lake  was 
owing  to  a  very  dry  fummer,  rather  than  to  an 

•  M.  JEmiMo  ct  Hoftilio  Mancimo  Coff.  A.  K.  61 7.  Lacut 
Fucinus  per  miliia  pafluum  qninque  quoquo  verfom  inaii« 

Jul.  Obse^  dc  ProdigUa,  lib.  £.  c.  85. 

unknown 


unknown  ifliie,  it  aniilially  fpread  itfelf];  Md 
not  only  devoured  laJ'^  trads  of  land,  biit 
^ven  houfes,  villages,  ind  towns.  The  Mari! 
turned  fhemfdves  ih  their  affli£tjoh  towards? 
Julius  Caeifar,  and  Intr^atid  that  the  reft  of 
their  country  might  be  faved  by  makiiig  an? 
outlet  for  the  incrtafing  waters  of  thtf  lake* 
That  great  niart  aflfehted  to  the  juftice  of  theif 
complaints;  and  amortgft  t)ther  projects,  in* 
tended  to  tef  oflF  the  waters  of  the  ftike,  h^d  not 
hi*  untimely  death  prev^t^d  him  ♦.  The  di^- 
trefled  inhabitants  fh'fett'  made  frequent  Jintf 
preflling  appilication  for  ticlief  to  his  fucceffof^ 
Auguftus ;  but  difficulties  fifndobftacles  alamiecf 
that  timid  tyrant,  who  refifted  their  iiltreatiesf* 
In  the  mean  time  the  furface  of  the  lake  daily^ 
augmented ;  and  a  contemporary  Author  tcllr 

*  Emittcre  Fucinum  lacura, 

Suetonius,  in  Jul,  Caef,  cap.  44. 

+  Emiffarium  focini  lacus,  portumquc  ofticnfem  ;  quam- 
quam  fciret  ex  his  alterum  ab  Augufto  precantibas  affiduc 
Marfis  negatum>  alterum  a  D.  Julio  fdcpius  dedinatum,  ae 
propter  difficultatem  omifTura. 

SuETON.  in  Claud,  cap,  20* 

us 
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US  that  near  Alba,  the  Fucine  lake  fpread  itfelf 
like  a  fea,  and  was  eminently  ufeful  to  the  in- 
habitants ;  that  it  fometimes  advanced  as  far  as 
the  mountains,  and  afterwards  retreated, 
leaving  the  lands  dry,  and  capable  of  tillage  j 
but  that,  though  the  waters  were  carried  off  by 
fome  unknown  fubterraneous  paffages,  their 
augmentation  was  frequently  renewed*.  This 
quotation  fufficiently  proves  that  the  complaints 
and  affertions  of  the  Marfi  were  well  founded  j . 
neither  could  the  difcharge  of  the  waters  have 
been  of  much  fervice ;  for  when  the  Tyber 
caufed  fuch  great  inundations,  during  the  reign 
of  Tiberius,  they  were  attributed  to  the  extra- 
ordinary encreafe  of  the  Fucine  lake,  which  is 
faid  to    have    arifen    to    the   height    of  the 

r 

*  Prope  Fttcinas  eft  lacui,  longitudine  par  Pelago,  is  Mar* 
is  et  vicinus  maxime  omnibus  ufui  fuit.  Memorix  prodi« 
turn  eft,  ijlam  nonnunquam  afque  ad  montana  crefcere,  iii« 
terdum  autem  rurTus^decrefcerei  ut  merfaprias  lacu  loca  de* 
ficcentur  et  agricoiationem  rafticis  exhibeant,  quas  fttbterra- 
nei  bomoris  tranfitione  occulta  quxdatn  ratione  fparfim  efi« 
ciuntun  Denuo  autem  in  uno  fontes  confluont  aut  omnino 
deficiuat  aut  mrfum  confiigunt. 

Strabo,  lib*  v« 

Z  rivef 
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river  Salto,  and  fjpreading  through  that 
talley,  communicated  with  the  Tyber. 
1  confefs  that  I  cannot  explain  the  paffage  in 
Tacitasf,  fo  as  to  make  it  refer  to  the  Fucine 
lake ;  which,  however,  incneared  fo  conthiuaHy, 

*  Eodem  anno  continuis  imbribas  auf^os  Tiberis  plana 
uibis  flagnarenit,  relabenteoi  feccita  eft  aedificiorart  et  llMhi* 
Hum  ftragtt.  Igitui  confuit  Afinius  Gallus,  ut  libfi  S^biUiai 
adirentar>  renuit  Tiberius,  perinde  diyina  hamanaqne  obte- 
gens,  fcA  remediom  coercendi  flominis  Atcjd  capitoxd  et 
Lucio  Anmtio-maBdattnn. 

Tacit.  AnnaL  lib.  i*  c*  7$. 

Adtum  deinde  in  Senatu  ab  Aruntio  et  Atejo»  anob  mo* 
(dierai^das  Tiberis  exandationes  vtrterentur  #&mlnlit  Lacos 
per  quct  augefcit.  Auditiqtie  nivfiioiptonHn  '^-'folqdiAnim 
legatos,  prantibus  florentinis,  ne  clanis  folito  alveo  demouM  in 
amnem  amum  transferreter,  idque  ipfis  permciem  a^ieriet. 
Congroentia  his  interamnates  dilTeraere)  peflhtn  itdtos  fecoii- 
difTiinos  Italix  campos,  fi  amnis  naT,  id  cnim  parabatur,  in 
rivos  dedu'^usfuper  ftagnaviiTet.  Nee  reatini  file  bant,  vcli- 
nunx  lacum,  qua  in  narem  effunditur,  obftrui  recufantes, 
quippe  in  adjaccntia  interrupturum,  opti me  rebus  mortalium 
confuluilTe  raturam,  quae  fua  era  fluminibus,  fuos  curfus,  ut- 
que  orlglnem,  ita  fines  dedcrit.  Spedlandas  etiam  religionea 
fociorum,  qui  facra  et  Lucos  et  Aras  patrlis  amnibus  dicave- 
rint,  quin  jpfum  Tiberim  nolle  prorfus  accolisfluviisorbatum, 
minori  g  eria  fiuere.  Seu  preccs  coloniarum,  feu  difiicultas 
operum,  five  fuperfl'tis  valuit,  ut  in  fi^ntentiam  Pifonis  con- 
cederetur,  qui  nil  mutandum  cenfucrat.- 

Tacit.  Ann,  1.  i.  c,  79. 

and 
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atftd  rofe  fo  high,  under  the  reign  of  Ghudiut^ 

that  he  at  length  refolricd  at  once  to  remedy 

^e  evil.   As  the  t^rrant  did  not  pofTeis.the  lati# 

dabie  defire  o(  relieving  his  unhappy  fubje£ls^ 

l>ut  WM  rather  ambitious  of  procuring  to  hinH 

£elf  immortal  glory,  accompanied  by  the  eitpec<» 

tation  of  reimbuffement  and  adyantage>he  un^^ 

dertook  to  defray  the   whole  charge  of  th# 

work  out  of  his  private  purie^  {HH>vided  the 

ground  to  be  recovered  from  the  lake  was  £m 

cured  to  him ;  and  this  he  did^  becaufe  othert 

had  offered  to  execute  the  plan  upon  the  fame 

terms.    Probably  the  Marfi  were  glad  to  e3p- 

cept  this  propofal,  and  Claudius  caufed  a  canal^ 

3000  paces  in  lengthy  to  be  partly  cut,  an4 

partly  hollowed  out  in  the  bowels  of  a  motm*' 

tain.    Thirty  thouiand  men  were   employed 

eleven  years  upon  this  ftupendous  work^^  and 

*  Fncinvm  agiefTai  dt,  aoo  rainos  eompendii  fpe  qpam 
ffxmx^  cum  quidiMn  priyato  (knipttt  cmiflufo^  fe  lepromttte^ 
lent,  fi  fibi  ficcati  agri  cgnccdeientui:.  Per  tria  aatem  ^aSxtm 
mm,  millia  panim  elkSo  inome»  panim  excifbi  canalem  aW 
iolvit  xgatt  ct  poft  Bodcdm  annot ;  qvannaoontkwai  ttipQ>» 
ta  boQUAlun  ouUibus  fine  intermiflioDe  operantibus. 

SvrroK.  in  Claod,  cap«  io, 

Z  2  whe^i 
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when  it  was  coinp1eated>  the  emperor  celebtat-' 
cd  itsjirft  application  in  a  manner  worthy 
of  himfelt  The  batiks  of  the  lake  Were  fo  gon* 
trived  as  to  produce  the  appearance  of  a  Nau* 
machia,  and  two  fleets  were  equipped,  and 
diftinguiflied  by  the  names  pf  the  Sicilian  ^and 
theRhodian^  having  on  board  19,000  il^ves,  who 
were  to  exhibit  a  ferious  combat  upon  the  lake. 
The  emperor,  in  a  fplendid  coat  of  mail,  ac- 
companied by  his  confort  Agrippinain  a.cbla- 
mys  of  cloth  and  gold,  was  no  fooner  feated 
ttpon  a  throne,  than  the  hopes  of  pardon  made 
the  death-devoted  contenders  falute  him  with 
the  unanimous  exclamation  of  "  Ave  Impera^ 
tor ;  morituri  te  falutant ;" — But  the  defpot 
coldly  anfwered,  "  Avete  vos  s"  and  when  he 
faw  that  they  delayed  the  commencement 
of  the  engagement,  he  furioufly  quitted  his 
feat,  and  ran  along  the  ihore,  threatening  to 
deftroy  them  by  fire  and  fword,  if  the  combat 
did  not  inftantly  begin.  A  filver  triton  now 
^fing  out  of  the  centre  of  the  lake,  and  giving 
the  fignal  to  engage,  the  two  fleets  valiantly 

attacked 
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attacked  and  fought ;  and  the  emperor  granted 
the  conquerors  their  lives*.  The  canal  was  to 
hav^  been  opened  immediately  after  the  en- 

*  Quin  et  emiiTurus  Fucinum  lacuro,  naamachiam  ante  com* 
mifit.  Sed  cum  proclamantibus  naumachiarii8>  <<Ave  Imperau 
for,  moriti^ri  tc  falutant/'  refpondiffet,  •<  Avcte  vos,"  nequc 
pod  banc  vocem,  quafi  venia  data,  quifquam  dimicare  velletf. 
diu  cundlatus>  an  omnes  igni  ferroque  abfumereti  tandem  e 
fedefua  profiluit,  ac  perambitupa  lacus,  non  fine  fceda  vaciU 
latione>  difcarrensy  parti m  minandoy  partim  adhortando^  ad 
pugnam  compulit.  Hoc  fpeflaculo  claffis  Siculs  et  Rhodi« 
concarrerunti  duodecinarum  triremum  fingulxi  exciente  boo 
cina  Tritone  argenteo,  qui  e  medio  lacu  per  machinam 
cmerferrat^ 

ScTBTON.  in  Claud,  cap.  21* 

Subidem  fenpus  inter  lacDm  Fqcioum  amnemque  lyrit 
perrupto  monte>  quo  roagnificentix  operis  ^  pluribus  viieretnrt 
lacu  in  ipfo  navale  pnelium  adomatur,  ut  quondam  Aaguftut 
ftrudo  cis  Tiberim  ftagno»  fed  levibus  navigiis  et  roinore 
copia  ediderat.  Claudius  triremes  quadriremefque  et  unde« 
Tiginti  hominum  millia  s^rmavit^  cin^o  raribus  ambitn,  ne 
yaga  effugia  forent ;  ^ttamen  fpatium  araplcxus  ad  rim  le- 
migii  et  ^ubemantium  artes,  impetufque  navium  prelio  foli- 
t08.  In  Fatibus  pnetoriarum  cohortium  manipuli  turmaeqat 
adftiterant,  antepofitis  propugnacolis»  ex  queis  catapults,  ba- 
liftasque  tenderentur.  Rcliqua  lacus  claiCarii  tedis  navibus 
obtinebaat.  Ripas  et  colles  ac  montium  edita  in  raodum 
theatri,  multitudo  innumera  complevit,  proximis  e  muni- 
cipiiset  alii  urbeex  ipfayvifendi  cupidine»  aut  officio  inprin- 
cipem,  Ipfe  inligni  paludamento,  neque  procul  Agrippina 
chUmyde  aurata,  prefedere*     Pugnatum^  quamquam  inter 

Z  3  fonttab 


gagement,  bot  unforefeen  difficuhmi  Btifing^ 
ttnODgft  which  the  principal  was  tint  tite  ia|# 
IMki  W46  not  fufficiently  deep,  orders  were  ghncai 
to  remedy  this  defe£t;  and  when  the  canal  way 
^oiaght  perfed:,  the  emperor  ;^atn  repair^ 
thilhcr,  and  ftained  this  ufeful  work  with  ano^ 
iher  ad  of  cruelty  $  for  the  lake  was  covere4 
with  a  number  of  wooden  platforms,  upoii 
which  gladiators  fucceflively  fought  and  pe^ 
fkhed.  After  this  barbarocts  fpe£lacle,  a  mw^ 
tiificent  repaft  was  given  near  the  mouth  of  the 
canal,  when  the  waters  of  the  lake  were  to  be 
let  off  in  the  prefence  of  the  emperor.  But  the 
meafures  for  that  purpofe  had  been  agam  fo  in^ 
Judicioufly  taken,  that  the  bridge  of  boats,  con* 

fontest  foftium  virorum  animo ;  «c  poft  molbm  viilnera«,<00r 
cidioni  eicemti  funt. 

Tacit.  Ann.  lib.  xii.c.  56. 

t  hftve  neither  literally  nor  wholly  tranilated  thefe^uthoffy 
))at  hope  to  have  clearly  underdood  and  explained  them. 

The  following  lines  from  Martial  prove  that  Claudtni 
caufed  the  Fucine  lake  to  be  formed  into  a  Naiimachilb 
tboagh  but  for  a  (hort  time. 

Fucinud  et  pigri  taceanttir  (l^gna  NeroniQ^ 
jHanc  Aoriot  unam  (kcuk  Naumacbiana» 

MiiHT*  de  {peftftfiuIDit  tis    . 
taining 
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taininf  the  whole  imperial  court,  w^s  very 
nearly  funl^  by  the  impctuofity  with  which  th^ 
water,  after  ruihing  i«to  the  caiwl  with  gre^ 
violence,  was  repelled  by  there  finding  foine 
obftacle  to  its^progrefs.  As  faqn  33  Agrippix^ 
bad  recQvered  from  her  fright,  (he  feized  the 
opportunity  of  complaining  that  $^arciflu5> 
to  whom  the  whole  management  of  the  ca^a^ 
had  been  entrufted^  had  embe^^led  tlie 
money,  and  neglected  the  work*j  and  inr 
deed  when  the  fury  of  the  waters  fubfidec^ 
it  was  feen  that  the  canal  wa$  ftUl  do- 
ficient    in    point    of   depth.       But    it    dyes 

♦  Scd  perfcfto  fpcftaculo  apcrtum  aquaram  iter  ct  incorU 
operis  manifefta  fuit^  haud  fatis  deprelli  ad  lacus  ima  vel  xqiCs' 
dia.^Eoque  tempore  interjedlo,  alcius  e&^  fpecus^  et  contra- 
hendi rurfus  roultitudini,  gladiatorum  fpedaculum  editor, 
inditif  pontibus  pedeftrem  ad  pugnam  Q^in  et  convivium 
effluvip  lacus  appo£tum  magna  formidine  cun^los  affec;it, 
quia  vis  aquarum  prorumpens  proxima  trahebati  convulfis  ul- 
tertorlbqs,  aut  fragore  et  fonita  exterritis.  Simul  Agrippina 
trepidatione  principis  ufa,  miniftrum  operis  naicUTum  incufat 
cupidinis  ac  prssdatum.  Nee  ille  reticet,  impotentiam  mu- 
liebrem  nimiafque  fpesejusarguens. 

Tacit.  ibid,c.  57. 
Z  4,  not 
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does  not  appetr  that  Clau^m  too)c  any  farther 
thought  about  it^or  that  the  work  wai  produc« 
tive  of  any  advantage^  for^  in  SenecaV  ttrne^  the 
lake  agab  on  all  fides  overflowed*.  The  un* 
dertakbg  of  Claudius  muft  however  be  always 
worthy  of  admiration.  Pliny  indeed  reckons  it 
amongft  the  greateft  works  which  that  emperor 
performed  during  his  reign }  audi  with  his 
wonted  condfenefsa  tells  us  that  the  canal  was 
partly  arched^  and  partly  cut  through  the  rbckf. 
He  moreover  expreffly  fays,  that  his  fucceflbir 
fu£Fered  the  canal  to  go  to  decay,  out  of  hatred 

^  NiluIUmenpibhnMteodemlocoaqoamcoIUgietiialci 

qood  in  Fncioo  videmiu  inqneiii  montis  cucnmjefti  tpyii  d»» 

liTantur.     Sed  et  magnae  latentefque  in  ipfo  undap  funt,  iti* 

que  (tiaun  cam  hibemi  defluxcre  torrentesi  faciem  fuaip  fcT* 

▼ant. 

SsNiCAy  Qneft,  lib.  iil.  edit.  Lips.  174I. 

*f  Ejufdem  Claadii  inter  maxime  memoranda  equidem  duz« 

erim^  qnamvis  deftitutnm  fucceflbris  odio>  montem  perfoflbni 

«d  lacum  Fucinum  emittendum  inenarrabili  profefto  impen- 

dio>  ct  operarionAn  maltittidine  per  tot  annos ;  cum  autcorrif 

vatioftquarum  qua  terrenusmons  erat,  egereretur  in  vertice  ma. 

chinis,  aut  (ilex  caederetur,  omniaque  intus  in  tenebris  fierenti 

gas  neque  concipi  animo  nifi  ab  iis  qui  vid^rei  neque  hnmanp 

ftrmone  enarriiri  poflunt. 

pLi|i»  H«  N.  lib»  xxzvi.  c.  i;. 

to 
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to  his  prcdeceflbr ;  and  this  is  confirmed  b/ 
Dio  in  his  6olh  book,  which  indeed  Ihave 
not  examined  in  the  original,  but 'which  is 
quoted  by  Cluverius,  Muratori,  and  the  authors 
o£  the  univerfal  hiftory,  in  the  twelfth  part  of 
their  work ;  from  whence  it  clearly  appears^ 
that  the  enterprize  of  Claudius  had  not  fuc- 
ceeded.  It  is  certain  alfo,  that  no  farther  men* 
tlon  Is  made  of  the  lake  until  the  time  of 
Trajan,  when  it  appears  that  the  deplorable 
fituation  was  in  fome  meafure  relieved  by  that 
incomparable  prince;  for  there  is  an  infcription 
in  the  church  of  Saint  Bartholomew  at  Avezza- 
no,  returning  him  the  thanks  of  the  fenate,  and 
Roman  people,  for  the  lands  recovered  from 
the  Fucinus*.     It  feems  however  that  his  en* 

*  Imp.  Caefari,  Divi 

Ncrvae  fil.  Nenra 

Trajano  optimo 

Aug.  Germanico 

Dacico  Panhico 

Pont.  Max.  Trib.  Pot,  xxiii, 

cosvi.  Patri  patriae 
Senatus  Populuf.ue  Romanus 

Ob  recnperatos  agros  et  poflcfi : 

Qjioi  lacos  Fucinus  violeDt«««.,«M 

deavours 
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jdeavours  did  not  perfectly  fucceed  s  for,  under 
jus  fucceflor  Hadrian,  the  lake  was  again  at- 
tempted *  to  be  drained  *.  Thenceforward 
there  is  no  mention  of  the  Emiffario,  until  the 
time  of  the  Emperor  Frederic  the  fecond  -,  and  it 
is  indeed  with  the  greateft  pains,  and  after  thp 
xnoft  diligent  enquiry,  that  I  difcovered  any 
thing  relative  to  the  lake,  and  the  furrounding 
towns,  during  that  long  interval  of  time.  Thus 
much  is  known  of  Marruvium ;  that  it  wis 
called  Marfica  in  the  time  of  iieo  Oftienilis,  of 
whom  it  was  the  native  place.  In  the  tenth 
part  of  Muratori's  great  work,  is  an  account  of 
an  anonymous  performance,  called  *^  Tabula 
Chorographica  Italiae  medii  oevi,"  which  de- 
fcribes  this  country  as  it  appeared  in  the  fixth 
century,  and  fpeaks  of  the  lake  Fucinus,  and 
the  cities  of  Alba  and  Marfica.  We  alfo 
^earn  from  the  "  Italia  illuftrata,"  of  Blondis 
Flavius  Forlivienfis,  that  Pope  Boniface  the 
fourth  was  a  native  of  Marfica  j  fo  that  early  in 

*  Lacum  Ficinum  emifit. 

^1.  Spart*  in  vita  Hadriani. 

the 
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the  (eventh  century,  that  town  was  ftiU  ftand- 
tng*,  though  it  is  in  vain  to  examine  hiftorjr  for 
the  period  of  its  deilTu£tion.  The  infcriptiooB 
found  amongft  the  ruins  at  San  Benedetto^  and 
all  the  authors  above  referred  to,  fufEclcntly 
prove,  however,  that  it  was  fometimes  called 
^arnrvium,  and  fometimes  Valeria,  but  that  in 
Jater  times  it  vms  calied  MarGca.  I  cannot 
therefore  a^ee  with  Ugheilo^  that  becaufe 
there  is  tuo  preciie  account  of  the  deftruo- 
tion  of  that  city,  by  the  lake,  the  opmioQ 
is  to  be  treated  merely  as  a  fablef .  Blondus 
is  the  Hrfl  who  mentions  the  Claudian  canals 
after  the  time  of  Hadrian.  That  author  lived 
in  the  15th  century,  and  in  his  rambles  about 

"*  Valeria  civitas'Bonifacn  quarti  poit,  Rom.  qaohortantt 
IFliocas  iroperator  Pantheon  Romae  in  oxnnbm  Chrifti  Mar- 
tyrum  Bafilicam  permifit  confecrari  patxbi,  seqna  civitalB 
{)er  Longobardorum  tempora  Marforum  nomen  in  Vakna 
eft  converfum. 

Btot^Di.  Flav.  Fori.  Ital.  Hhiftr.  RegioLadnib 

edit.  Bmxiac,  1503*  ioL 
4-  Qnod  fuiiFe  aliquando  Mariiam  ciyitatem,  quam  laCM  ' 
Ibforprerit,  quaeque  Marfis  cognomen  fecexit,  plana  iabula^ 

eft. 

tJo^Etti,  Ital.Sacra»  torn.  i.  coL  953. 

the 
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the  neighbourhood,  found  two  air-holes  be^ 
longing  to  the  Emiflario,  into  which  he  threw 
Hones  that  took  as  much  time  to  reach  the 
bottom,  as  he  did  to  repeat  two  ver(es  out  of 
Virgil*.  But  this  is  all  the  information  he 
gives  us  upon  the  fubje£t.  Alphonfo  of  Arra- 
gon,  fumamed  the  Magnificent,  is  faid  to  have 
reftored  the  canal,  about  the  middle  of  the 
fifteenth  century,  a  circuraftance,  which  though 
unnoticed  both  by  Giannone,  and  Bartoloraeo 
Facio,  may  perhaps  be  found  in  other  authors 

*  Superiai  Taliacotiii  Porcelii  et  Cantalupa  oppidula; 
deinde  arduo  in  monte  rivus  frigidusy  qao  fuperatOj  alii  item 
celfiores  fuperandi  funt  montes  Apennini  jugis  quamtaiibet 
altiffimis  comparandi.  In  quorum  fummitate  putei^  ut  fertor 
pluresi  fed  quos  viderimus  duO|  extant,  tarn  alte  excifi  defofli- 
que  ut  dejedlum  bilibre  faxum  non  prius  referat  cafus  fui  foni- 
tum>  quam  duo  Virgiliani  verfus  debita  funt  paufa  pronun- 
ciatique,  quos  quidero  perforatis  fuccifque  et  excavatis  in  imp 
XDontibus  five  a  Martio^£dile  five  a  Claudio  imperatore  pe^- 
ducendis  Romam  a  lacu  Fucino  aquis,  ne  conclufus  aei*  cur* 
fum  aquae  moraretur,  fpiracula  fuerunt  adhibita,  Suetonius 
namquam  tranquillus  Claudium  principem  dicit  triginta  mil- 
lia  fcrvoa  undecim  annis  emittendo  lacu  Fucino;  et  aqua  Ro- 
mam perducenda  tcnuiflc  fupra  rivura  frigidum  reda  eft  Arc?- 
olum  fecus  quod  Planitics  incipit. 

Blond.  Flav,  Ibid. 

who 
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who  have  given  the  hiftory  of  his  life.  Nor  was 
it  poflSble  for  me  to  find  either  in  Giannone,  or 
in  Franccfco  Miiizia's  excellent  account  of 
ancient  and  modern  architefts*,  a  confirmation 
of  the  affertion  that  the  chevalier  Fontana^  and 
Maria  della  Cava,  had  undertaken  to  repair 
the  canal,  at  the  commencement  of  the.feven- 
teenth  century  ;  but  in  fa£t  it  is  of  little  con- 
fequence  whether  King  Alphonfo,  or  the 
Spanifli.  Viceroys,  did  any  thing  towards*  its 
reftoration.  *         i    . 

I  think  I  have,  now  fufBciently  proved  from 
hiftory,  that  the  lake  did  a  great  deal  of  da- 
mage, and^  that  the  Emiffario  was  made  to 
prevent  the  continuance  of  it.  But  as  many  per- 
fons,  for  what  reafons  Iknow  not,obftinately  in- 
fift  that  the  canal  is  an  ufelefs  work,  to  be  at* 
tributed  to  nothing  but  the  idle  vanity  of 
Claudius,  and  that  the  hidden  channels  in  the 
bay  of  La  Pedogna,  are  fufficient  to  keep  the 
lake  within  its  proper  bounds ;  and  as  others 

•  Mcmorie  dcgli  trchitctti  antichi  e  modcrni.     Tefzt 
idizioae*  Accxefciuu  c  conttta,  da  Franccfco  Milizia* 

Pa&m  A|  1 78J1  2  ToL  8ro. 

believe 
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believe^  that  the  celebrated  Aquee  Martts?^  a:fe 
drawn  from  this  lak^>  I  will  endeavour  to  provfl 
the  felfity  of  £uch  opinioios,  before  I  proceed 
to  the  farther  biftory  and  defcrij^ion  of  tbc 
prcfent  ftate  of  the  canal.  They  who  think 
thatt  there  is  a  fufficient  outlet  in  the  bay  t>f 
La  Pedogna^  where  a  temple  was  confecrated 
tothegoddefs  Pitonia,  endeavour  to  prove  this 
aflertion  by  references  to  Straho,  Pliny,  Tacitus, 
Frontinus,  Vibius  Sequefter,  and  Lycophron* 
AH  that  Strabo  fays  upon  the  fubjedt,  hat 
aiready  been  mentioned  in  note,  page  337  ; 
biit  m  notice  is  there  taken  of  Pitonia,  although 
be  fpi^aks  of  certain  fubterraneous  difchargw. 
Pliny,  who  in  his  natural  hiftory,  has  ajQTembled 
fo  many  trivial  remarks,  tells  a  notorious  un* 
truth,  in  faying,  that  a  river  runs  through  the 
Fucine  lake,  in  the  fame  manner  as  the  Adda 
runs  through  the  lake  of  Como,  and  the  Ticino, 
through  the  Lago  Maggiore''^.    But  an  infpec- 

*  Q^zdam  vero  et  dulces  inter  fe  fupermcant  alias*    Ut 

im  Fncino  lacu  inve^us  amnis,  in  lario  Addua,  in  Verbaao 

Ticinitf* 

Pli  n.  H*  N.  lib.  ii.  c,  loj* 

tion 
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tion  of  the  premifes  will  eafiljr  prove  the  felfity 
of  the  afTertion.  Not  a  word  relative  to  it  is 
to  be  found  cither  in  Tacitus  or  Frontinus: 
Lyetjphron  i  have  not  been  able  to  confult ; 
and  Vibius  Sequefter  feems  to  have  copied 
Pliny ;  for  he  fays  that  the  river  Pitonius  flows 
through  the  lake  in  fuch  a  manner  as  hot  even 
to  mingle  its  waters  with  thofe  of  the  Fucinus*. 
Blondus  alfo  appears  to  think  that  the  lake 
difcharges  its  fuperflubus  waters  by  means  of 
fubterraneous  channels,  and  tites*  Pliny  as  his 
authority,  who  is  faid  to  have  fomewhere  writ- 
ten that  the  Fucinus  has  fubterraneous  paiTages 
by  which  the  waters  run  off,  and  form  a  riverf . 

*  Pitonius  flomen,  qai  per  medknn  lacttm  Faciiiam  mir. 
forum  kadecurrit,  «t  aqaa  ejus  Q«n  mifeatur  ft^^no. 

Vi B I u s  Se Qu E s T i R,  de Fontibus et  Flaviit • 

f  Scribit  Plinius  Fucinum  lacum,  q[uem  xnarforatn  appeUat> 
fubtemaeos  habere  ctnicaloe^  ipiibas  aqqa  oertoefflaens  ws^ 
pore*amnein  (aciat.  Et  five  plinii  textus,  ut  fsepe  alibi*  ep 
in  loco  corruptusy  fire  vitiatus  et  mutilatus  eft,  non  fatls 
potutmHs  intelligfre,  quo  ni  loeofliwiam  iOe  oriri  ftffirinetw 
Sed  foQtem  efle  fciraus  Aoagnix  tophaaum  noce  qui  fayeme 
quando  Fucinus  glacie  aftringitur  ficcus  vero  poftmodum, 
cdate  ant  autnnfnoingentem  emovit  yim  aquannn,  quae  iiriii 
amnem  «  fanto  yito  oriundum,  adaugenc.  ; 

Blond,  Flay,  Fori,  loc.  cit. 

I  know 
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I  know  not  whether  he  refers  to  the  extraft 
quoted  in  note,  page  350,  or  to  any  other  pal- 
fage^  that  I  never  could  difcpver,  or  whether  (as 
he  himfelf  apprehends)  hi^  copy  was  altered 
in  that  place  ;  but  it  is  equally  untrue,  that  the 
fpring  at  Anagni  has  the  fmalleft  communi- 
cation with  the  lake  Fucinus ;  that  its  being 
dry  in  winter,  is  owing  to  the  freezing  of  the 
lake ;  that  in  fummer  and  autumn,  it  partakes  of 
its  increafe,  and  pours  forth  copious  ftreams  of 
water  into  the  Liris.  High  mountains,  and 
deep  vallies,  feparate  the  lake  from  the  fpring, 
and  I  even  doubt  whether  its  waters  could 
difcharge  themfelves  into  the  Liris.  After  an 
examination  of  the  premifes,  I  can  in  fome 
meafure  contribute  to  the  explanation  of  the 
doubts  astofubterraneouspaffages,  by  declaring 
that  in  the  neighbourhood  of  La  Pedogna  fome 
water  does  aftually  pafs  through  hidden  chan- 
jaels,  as  I  (hall  afterwards  more  clearly  fhew. 
Abbe  LoUi  has  alfo  affured  me,  that  in  the 
valley,  where  rifes  the  Fibrenus,  is  a  confidera- 
ble  grotto,  with  a  lake,  which  is  furniihed 

with 
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with  water  by  unknown  fources,  artd  is  fo  fituat- 
cd,  that  it  may  very  well  receive  its  fupplies 
from  the  Fucinus.  But  it  is  fo  inconfiderable, 
as  fcarcely  to  contain  the  tehth  part  of  the 
waters  that  pour  into  the  Fucine  lake,  and  is 
confequently  unable  to  prevent  its  overflowings. 
The  opinion  that  the  Aquae  Martiae  Were  con- 
duced from  the  Fucine  lake,  is  equally  un- 
founded; and,  in  orderto  make  this  affertion  clear 
and  comprehenfible  to  my  readers,  I  (hall  add 
the  entire  defcription  of  that  aqueduft  by  Fron- 
tinus  *,  from  which   it  will  manifeftly  appear, 

*  Concipimr  Martia  via  Valeria  ad  NGliarium  XXXIII. 
diverticulo  cnntibus  ab  urbe  Roma  dextrorfus  milium  paflti* 
urn  III*  villa  Aiblacenii  atque  Tub  Nerone  Principe  primum 
ftrataadmiliarium  XXXVIII.  finiftrorfus  intra  fpacium  paf« 
fuum  CC*  finita  fubftruAionibus,  poenc  ftatim  ftagnino  colore 
praBviridi*  Du^s  ejus  habet  longitudinem  a  capite  ad 
urbem  pafllium  LX,  milium  DCCX.  et  femis,  rivo  fubterra- 
neo  pafllium  LIV.  milium  CCLXVII.  et  femii,  operefuprA 
terram  VII.  milium  CCCQXIIL  Eolongius  aburbe  pluribnt 
locis,  privatis  et  publicis>  et  D.  vallis  opere  arcuato  pafluum 
CCCCLX1IL  proprius  urbem  t  ViL  miliario  fubftruaione 
pafluum  CLXXXVIIL  rtliquo  opere  arcuato  pafluum  VL 

milium  CCCCLXX Idem  Auguftus  in  fupplemen* 

tum  MartiK,  quotient  ficcitatet  aegerent  auxilio,  aliam  a- 
A  a  quam 
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f  yen  to  fiieh  as  are  hut  iitUe  acquainted  witli 
4he  nature  of  the  country,  that  the  Aquae  Maiv 
tifl&have  no  kind  of  4:x)nne£tion  with  theFucin^ 
Wcc5  and  that^  according  to  the  meafurement* 
laid  diftances,  laid  down  by  that  author,  they 
IHU^  rife  not  far  from  Subiaco  Cluverius,  who 
in  general  U  (6  learned  and  well  grounded,  is 
here  exceedingly  copfufed*^  and  it  is  evident 

qutm  ejufdem  bonitatis  opere  fubterranco  perduxit  ufquc  ad 
Mtrtiam  Rivumt  qu»  ab  inventort  apellatur  Auguda. 
Sp^Ti  JuLii    FaoNTiNi  de  Aquaedu^ibut  Illuftr« 
Keucherii  Amftel.  1661,  8vo, 

^  Sergio  Sulpicio  Galba  et  Lucio  Aarelio  cotta  Cofl*.  a 
Seaatu  ttejotiom  datom  eft  Q^Marcio  Regi  Pr^tori,  reficien* 
doffum  aqutedflduom.  £t  quoniam  increroentam  urbis  exif 
gere  videbatur  ampliorem  in  modum  aqoaci  eidem  raanda* 
turn  eft,  ut  curaret,  quatenus  alias  aquas  poiTet,  in  urbem  per<r 
doceret  et  ampliores  dudus  faceret.  Non  folum  autem  hie 
Marcius  antiquos  aquzdudlus  reparavit ;  fed  etiam  novam 
aquam  a  nomine  fuo  Marciam  appellataai,  a  Pitonio  fonte 
per  Marfos  et  Fucinum  Lacum  tranfeunte  intra  prasturas  fuse 
tempus  perduxit.ViBius  Sequester,  Lycophron,  Taci- 
tus, Annal.  lib.  xiv.  Frontinus,  Strabo,  lib.  v.  Qui  tra- 
dunt  Pitonium  flumen  cum  Fucinum  lacum  tranfiifTet,  mox  a 
lacu  fpecu  mergi,  adcoquc  banc  aquax|i  Marciam  fub  terram  fe 
conderc  in  obfcuras  profunditatcs  cuniculis  et  in  Tiburtino 
nirfum  aperiri,  Andreas  Bacius  naturaltt  vinorum  hiftoriaf 
'  lib. 
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that  he  never  vifited,  or  at  leaft  very  fiiperficiat 
ly  examined,  the  country,  and  only  copied 
the  ancient  authors,  who  throw  little  or  no  light 
upon  the  fubjecl.  Stirabo  only  fays,  that  it  ap* 
pearcd  in  writbg  that  the  Aquae  Mwtiae  cime 
from  the  Fucine  lake  *.    Pliny  places  their 

lib.  5.  tradtt ;  projefbs  furfuraceas  glebas  et  alia  fignacola 
iQ  Aibterlabentem  me  atom,  obi  hie  lacas  fobfidet,  reddi  ia 
Icatebraih  qaondam  fablacenfis  lacus,  et  hie  locus  eft  de  quo 
Flinius  ait,  in  Tibsrtino  fe  aperire  Marciam  aqqam.  Hojoa 
AqaaeMaicise  duAastefte  Frontiiio— (▼•  note,  page  3  53 )••••• 
Vifttntar  hodieqne  in^entes  hnjut  aqu»da£liis  leliqaie,  ab  ipfii 
lactt,  qui  millepaflus  eft  fuper  oppidom  fublaqueum,  incipieii* 
teis  deeurrentcifque  ad  oppldum  Anieni  adpofitum,  eui  vulgaie 
voeabalum  vieovaro,  xxiv  niillia  pafluum  a  Romadiffito :  par<«> 
tim  euaiealis,  ut  inqait  Plinius,  jptr  faxeos  montei  a^t^ 
paf  tim  muris,  fornieibufque  in  fublime  ere6Us  De  hao 
aqua  canit  Statius  Silyarum,  lib.  u  carm.  iii.  et  ▼•  fed  Marfaa 
nives  et  frigore,  uc  hie  poeta  canit,  hsec  aqua  Mareia  a  fonte 
fuo  ferebat  Pitonioi  qui  in  Apennino  monte  confinio  Mar- 
Ibrum  pelignornmqne  eirca  oppldum  St*  Sebaftiani,  hand  ita 
proeul  gelidiffimis  fontibus  fupra  di6li  amnis,  qui  Salmonem, 
Pelignorum  oppidum,  abluit  exortus,  apud  oppiduxn*  cni 
Tulgare  vocabulum  venere,  in  Fucimim  lacum  tranfit. 

CLtxTBR.  Itah  Antiq.  lib.  ii«  c.  i^* 
^  Ccterum  de  Fucino  lacu  Martie  aqus  fentes  emanare 
feriptis  mandatum  eft,  quae  rigationes  Romz  propinent,  qu9- 
qae  reliquas  fuper  aquas  probeatur*  ^ 

Stxabo,  lib.r* 

A  a  %         ^  fourcc 
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fburce  in  the'ferthcft  mountains  of  the  Pelignii 
and  fays  that  the  waters  flow  through  the  Fu-« 
cinus,  under  mountains,  and  through  v^llies, 
and  only  emerge  to  view  at  Tibur  ♦.  Blondus 
is  alib  of  6{>inron  that  the  Aquae  Martins  were 
indebted  to  the  Fucinus  for  their  fupplyf;  but 

*  Ckriffima  aqwifam  omniQin  in  totoorbe)  frigorls  falo^^ 
britatifqae  palma  pnecorio  urbisi  Martia  eft»  inter  reliqaa 
de£Un  maoera  urbi  tribata.  Vocabatar  base  quondam  aufeia ; 
font  aotem  ipic  Piconia.  Oritur  in  ultimis  montibus  Pelig* 
norum ;  tranlit  Marfos  et  Fucinum  ]acliin>  Romam  non  dubie 
pec«nt«  Mox  fpecu  merTa,  in  taburtina  fe  aper^t»  ix.  m.  p* 
fetnieibus  ftrudis  perdada. 

Plin.  H.  N.  lib.  xxxi.  c.  3. 

Sed  dicantur  vera  aedimatione  invi^a  miracula,  quae  Q. 

Martius  Rex  fecit*     Is  jufius  a  £enatui  aquarum  Appiae^  Ani« 

eni8^  Tepulae  dndlus  reficere,  novam  a  nomine  Aio  appellataniy 

cuniculispermontes  a^s^  intra  praeturx  fuaeTempus  addox* 

it. 

Plin.  1,  xxxvi.  c.  15. 

+  Ex  coquc  lacu  (Faclno)  dudlos  fuiffe  fontcs  Aquae 
Martiacy  qua  potaretur  Roma.  Nofque  in  Roma  inflaurata 
cflendibus  Martium  in  fua  aediiitate  introduxiiTe  aquam  ejus 
nomine  appellatam^  quae  quidem  aqua  fupra  omnes  alias  in- 
troduftas  probabatur.  Et  Plinius  dicit,  Juvcncum  amnem 
iupernatare  Fucinum,  qui  Juvencus  Romam  a  Martio  fit  pcr- 
dudus. 

Blond.  Flav.  Loc.  cit. 

If  wc  compare  the  above  paflage,  and  that  quoted  from 
Ckivezias>  with  the  extrafts  from  the  ancient  authors,  wc  fhall 

find 
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all  that  he  fays,  proves  onty  that  he  read  th^ 
ancients,  and  did  not  examine  the  premife$ 
himfelf.  In  fliort,  I  thihk  that  from  what  has 
been  faid,  it  will  be  allowed  that  thofe  waters 
manifeftly  flow  not  from  the  lake,  which  con? 
fequently  does  not  find  a  faflicient  difcharge  by 

'  find  that  the  moderns  have  only  copied  from  the  ancients, 
without  having  any  idfea  of  the  geographical  fituation  of  the 
lake,  or  the  nature  of  the  country.  My  chart,  mude  upon 
the  fpot  by  an  excellent  engineer,  will  (Hew  that  mod  of  the 
l^laees  are  falfcly  marked,  and  rivers  made' to  flow  in  and  out 
wb^ert  no  rivers  cTct  were,  in  the  chart  ptiblilbeA  *  by  Cla« 
verjus  in  his  Italia  Antiqua  ;  and  if  we  examine  the  map  oC 
ancient  Italy,  by  Abraham  OrYellus,  we  (hall  be  dill  better 
enabled  to  judge  what  reliance  ought  to  be  placed  upoA  the 
accounts  of  thofe  authors. ,  As  a  proof  alfo  that  the  com^ 
mentartors  upon  the  ancients  are  as  little  to  be  relied  uj^n, 
I  (hall  infert  the  following  paflage^  taken  from  that  ardu 
ej^uditeJ^fephScaliger's  '*  Animadverfion  adChronicon  Eo- 
^ebii,  p.  192.  Edit  Janfonii  1658." 

De  Fucino  hen  ficcando  verum  eft  tentatum  quidem  a 
Ctaudio,  Atd  fruftra.  Dio  citatur  Grxce,  at  Suetoniot  per<* 
fecifle  fcribity  ^uod  miror,  nonquam  enim  emifiua  fuity.-et 
Seneca  qusftiones  fuas,  fcrihente,  Ucus  ille  erat  in  rerum  na« 
mra.  Spartia:niis  vero  ait,  ab  Hadri^no  emiflbih.  Tentavit 
autem  lacum  Fucinum  emittere  CUudius,  ie  fecundo  et  Carina 
Cons.  Anno  fecundo  Imperii  fui.  Scd  nemo  fcit,  quo  no- 
mine hodie  vocetur,  quod  fi  emilfus  eA,  ab  Hadriano  fruftra 
qaxritur* 

A  a  3  ^   meanfi 
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means  of  the  Pitonius,  and  the  Aquas  Martia. 
But  though  it  is  (aid  that  it  would  be  needlefs 
to  attempt  any  other  outlet,  and  ridiculous  to 
be  at  any  farther  expence  about  it,  I  truft  that 
the  refult  of  the  following  ftatement  will  juftify 
my  difference  in  opinion. 

Allowing  that  the  Chevalier  Fontana  af^u* 
ally  reftored  the  Emiflario,  it  is  now  more  thau 
170  years  fince  any  attention  was  beftowed 
upon  that  noble  work^  Whether  that  great 
architeft  contrived  to  repair  it  fo  as  to  make  it 
anfwer  its  purpofe  only  during  a  certain  period, 
or  whether  th^  inhabitants  of  the  lake,  difcoiH 
fased  by  Xo  many  ufelefs  attempts,  determined 
patiently  to  witnefs  the  inundation  of  their  pro^ 
perty,  I  am  not  able  to  decide ;  but  it  is  certain, 
that  fince  the  middle  of  our  century  the  in-^ 
roads  of  the  l^ke  have  been  more  confiderable, 
and  the  inhabitants  of  its  banks  have  not  only 
patiently  fubmitted  to  them,  but  have  apparent-* 
ly  forgotten  the  very  exiftence  of  a  canal,  and 
the  poflibility  of  any  other  method  of  relief.  But 
it  was  referyed  for  the  patriotic,  and  indefatiga^ 
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ble  Abbe  LoHi,  to  give  feme  alfiftance  to  Mi 
country.  After  tracing  out  the  courfe,  and 
penetrating  into  the  Emiifitfio,  which  he  ^xa*' 
Alined  in  every  part,  fo  as  fully  to  cJoni^r^hetrf 
thtf  whole  extent  of  its  utility,  he  made  tiicxx* 
fate  drawings  of  it,  and  hafteried  to  Naples  irf 
the  year  1786,  with  the  fw^et  hope  of  beitigf 
able  to  deliver,  not  only  his  native  Avezzano^ 
but  all  the  other  towns  upon  t!ie  lakei  frofni 
thrir  calanjtties^.  His .  memorial  fet  forth  thtf 
pitiaMe  fituation  pf  that  portioii  of  his  Neapb^^ 
Ktan  Majefty's  fubjefts,  whdfe'  property  wSH? 
daily  invaded  by  the  all  devouring  lake,  wrtii-? 
out  being  able  to  preverit  its  progrefs,  and 
whofe  habitations  would  ffiortly  be  rendered  ih* 
fecure.  At  the  fame  time  he  gave  at  drfcrip** 
fron  of  the  canal ;  and  referrmg  to  the  delinea*' 
fions  thereto  annexed,  he  clearly  demonftratecl 
the  facility  of  cleanfing,  and  reftoring  it,  and 
of  thereby  beftowing  happinefs  upon  the  coun- 
try. As  it  is  not  ufual  at  Naples  to  give  cztlf 
anfwers  to  petitions,  Lolli  applied  to  his  Bri» 
tannic  Majefty's  envoy.  Sir  WillilUx^Hamikon^ 
A  a  4  well 
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well  known  throughoitt  the  kingdcun  m  th<i 
prote£lor  wd  rcvcrer  of  antiqiuties,  and  aftec 
(hewing  Inm  his  plan^  iQtri»te4  fais  protefllon 
•nd  good  office!  at  cowrt,  That  geml^maqr 
i&mediately  determined;  to  vifit  the  premiles, 
an4  foon  afterwards  travelled  as  far  as  tht?  Itv^ 
cine  lake»  which  he  narrowly  infpededt  a^ 
found  the  Abbe's  yiewfifo  importut,  and  hit; 
plans  fo  ufeful  and  pra£ti(:able|  that^  upon  hit 
i^tpm  to  court,  he  (b'ongly  rec9minei^ed  him^ 
9lid  his  petition,  to  the  king.  .  The  re^l  Vdi*: 
eiifa  9^  ■  Aquila  b?ir|g  thereupon  ^required  to 
^e  the  Abbe's  proppfaL  into  confideralion,, 
Aey  fent  the  Uditore^  Don  Marino  da  Fnmchia 
to  examine  the  premifes,  who  in  his  report  con*^. 
firmed  all  the  reprefentation?  of  the  Abbe,  and 
greatly  commended  the  remedies  he  had  pro- 
pofed,  Upop  this  his  Majefty  not  only  exone*. 
rated  the  towns  of  Avez^ano  and  Antuchi  from 
certain  taxes,  on  account  of  the  damage  they 
bad  incurred  from  the  l^ke,but  ordered  two  en- 
gineers to  repair  thither,  and  diligently  enquire 
into,  apd  report  the  nature  and  ufes  of  the  canal, 

and 


.    'Tit AVE  L4    TP  IIAPLIES.  jftt 

find  the  ineonveniences  arifmg  from  the  lake^ 
with  the  beft  mdthod  of  ob^atirig  them.  For 
reafons  to  me  unknown,  the  journey  was  per* 
fi^rmed  by  only  one  of  the  engineers,  a  certaia 
Carletta,  whofe  name  appears  to  a  variety  of 
miferable  performances.  This  man, -who  be- 
fore he  quitted  Naples,  was  thoroughly  per- 
fuaded  of  the  nullity  of  the  Abbe's  complaint^ 
fa£ls,  and  refources^  pafled  ten  days  at  Avezt^ 
fK>,  without  vifiting  either  the  like,  pr  the  cana1» 
and  made  a  report  quite  contrary  to  the  wifhet 
of  the  inhabitants,  and  their  advocate,  I  fhould 
defervedly  forfeit  the  efteem  of  the  public,  if  I 
communicated  to  them  the  whole  of  his  me* 
mo'rial,  replete  with  notorious  untruths,  falfe 
pofitions  and  bombaflic  defcriptions ;  but  I  can* 
not  help  quoting  a  part  of  it,  in  order  to  con* 
vince  the  reader  of  his  ignorance  and  difregard^ 
to  the  truth.  He  declares  that  a  fubterraneous 
fire  ftill  exifts  in  the  neighbourhood  of  La  Pe- 
dogna,  and  has  there  made  cavities  which 
carry  off  a  fufficient  quantity  of  water,  and 
that  it  is  only  necefTary  to  make  fmall  channels, 

for 
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-for  conteying  tbe  water  to  a  gmtelly  foil^  wheM 
it  would  quickly  be  abforbed.  He  fays  that 
4]ie  lake  has  fwallowed  up  neither  fiekls  not 
▼ineyardsy  and  only  occupies  its  original  luid 
native  \)cd ;  and  that  if  an  outlet  wert 
inade»  it  would  not  only  do  irreparaide  xi^if* 
chief  to  the  fiihery,  but  fubjea  the  whoM 
oountiy  to  noJdoUs  rapours.  He  farther  addd» 
tlmt  the  Emiflano  was  worthy  df  tbe  ftupid 
itnagination.  of  Claudius^*  and  that  the  money 
ethployed  in  reftoring  it,  would  be  wholly 
thrown,  away.  Who  would  believe  that  not^ 
wiihftanding  the  protefiationsi  documents^  and 
luhneafurements^  contained  in  Lolli's  ahfwer^ 
and  notwithftanding  the  aflurances  given  by 
intelligent  travellers,  who  had  vifited  the  pre^ 
rtifesy  the  Abbe's  propofal  fliould  be  rejefled  ? 
Thus  are  a  beneficent  fovereign,  and  an  able 
minifter,  deceived  by  the  dark  praftices  of  in*- 
trigue  !  But  like  a  good  patriot  who  never  lofes 
fight  of  his  objeft,  the  worthy  ecclefiaftic  per*' 
fevered  until,  in  a  favourable  moment,  another 
engineer    was  appointed,  by   whom  and  his 

ailiflant. 
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afiiilant,  the  following  remarks  wer^  made^ 
chiefly  ih  my  prefence,  ^id  partly  after  my  de- 
parture^  with  fuch  exaftitude^  vigilance^  and 
impartiality,  as  convinced  me  that  their  cha« 
ra£ler  for  unblemiflied  prabity,  was  well 
founded. 

All  the  mountains  around  the  lake  are  o^  a 
<$aIcareous  nature,  and  full  of  grottos  and  ca^ 
vlties,  many  of  which  I  examined  and  found 
fuUof  beautiful  ftalaflites^but  I  could  not  dif^ 
cover  the  moft  feeble  traces  of  a  volcano  in  any 
part  of  the  neighbourhood.  I  think  I  have  al* 
ready  proved  from  hiftory  that  the  lake  has 
done  infinite  damage  to  the  inhabitants.  The 
moft  authentic  documents  atteft,  that  it  has 
covered  the  whole  plain  before  the  village  of 
Luco,  an  extremely  fertile  traft  between  Luco 
and  Trafacco,  and  a  great  part  of  the  country^ 
below  the  laft  mentioned  place ;  the  water  fs 
now  14  feet  deep,  where  the  road  not  long  fince" 
led  from  one  of  thofe  villages  to  the  other ;  and^ 
the  fete  of  Antuchio  is  well  known  to  every 

one 
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pne  here*    But  even  if  all  thefe  circumfiances 
were  not  fufficiently  attefted,  the  angmentation 
of  the  lake  might  eafily  be  proved  by  examining 
it's  (kirts;  for>  about  half  a  mile  from  the  fliore,. 
t})e  remains  of  the  poplar  trees,  with  which  the: 
inhabitants  are  accuftomed  to  furround  ;their. 
fields,  are  ftill  to  be  feen  in  the  water;  and  where 
the  eye  can  difcern  the  bottom  of  the  lake,  thcj 
ftems  of  the  vines  are  clearly  to  be  diftinguiftied. 
Whole  beds  of  frefli  water  mufcle-fhells,  which 
are  found  in  the,  valley  of  Cefolina  fome  miles 
from  the  lake,  confirm  Strabo's  report  of  its 
fi'equently  ftretching  as  far  as  the  mountains*: 
T^e  prefent  furface  of  the  lake  contains  47 , 
Neapolitan   fquare  miles;   its   circumference, 
amounts  to  3 5  miles;  in  the  deepeft  part  it  mea- 
fures  60  palms,  but  at  the  diftance  of  the  third 
part  of  a  mile  froqi  the  {hore,it  is  not  more  than 
30  palms  deep,     Don  Ignazio  Stilo,  the  engi- 
neer, has  calculated,  that  fevcn  fquare  miles 
of  excellent    land,    worth    300,000     ducats, 
(^.56,250.)  might  be  recovered  from  the  lake, 

by 


TRAVELS    TO    NAPLES.  365 

by  letting  off  water  to  the   depth  of  thirty 
palms. 

The  neceffity  of  making  a  vent  for  the  vsra- 
ters  of  the  lake  having  been  fufficiently  afcer- 
tained,  the  next  queftion  was,  how  to  make  it 
in  the  eafieft  and  moft  ferviceable  manner ;  and 
three  public  propofals  demanded  examination. 
That  made  by  Don  Luigi  Targioni,  and  com- 
municated in  writing  to  the  royal  fociety  of 
Georgofili  at  Florence,  confifted  in  carrying  off 
the  fuper-abundant  waters  by  an  open  canal, 
either  acrofs  the  Palentine  fields  into  the  Liris, 
or  through  the  valley  of  Cefolina  into  the 
Salto.  Although  this  plan  appears  pra£ticable 
upon  paper,  its  execution  would  be  perfeftly 
impoflible ;  for  each  of  the  propofi^d  canals 
mud  not  only  be  ten  miles  long,  but  at  the  dis- 
tance of  two  miles,  the  ground  rifes  182  palms, 
and  as  much  at  the  diftance  of  two  miles  far- 
ther. The  next  propofition,  made  by  Don 
Domenico  Jatofti  (a  gentleman  of  Avezzano, 
and  governor  there  for  the  family  of  Colonna), 

and 
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and  approved  by  Carletta  the  engineer^  had 
ibr  its  obje£i  the  application  of  the  natural 
channels  of  La  Pedogna.  To  this  end  five 
canala  were  there  made  by  Don  Domenico,  at 
It  great  expence,  for  conveying  the  water  from 
the  lake  to  the  hidden  channels.  The  firft  tira^ 
we  vifited  them,  no  difcharge  of  water  was  per* 
ceptible ;  but  upon  a  fecond  examination  by 
the  engineers,  after  being  cleanfed  and  deepen- 
ed, the  difcharge  was  clearly  feen.  In  order  pre- 
cifely  to  determine  how  much  water  could  be 
thus  carried  off,  the  following  experiments  were 
made  by  Don  Ignaiio,  in  the  prefcnce  of  the 
fuperior  of  the  univerfityof  Avezzano,  by  whom 
they  were  certified  under  hand  and  feal. 

Two  balls  of  wax  were  faftencd  to  a  ftrin^ 
and  a  very  thin  rod ;  the  one  ball  being  of  the 
fpecific  gravity  of  the  water,  and  the  other 
fomewhat  lighter.  This  was  for  the  purpofe 
of  comparing  the  celerity  of  the  current  upon 
the  furface,  and  near  the  bottom.  The  com^- 
l^arifon  was  fubjeft  to  the  Newtonian  regula- 
tions. 
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tions,  and  the  following  meafures  were  taken 
before  and  during  the  experiments.  An  ex- 
tent of  forty  palms^  from  the  entrance  of  the 
waters  of  the  lake  into  each  canal,  being  mea* 
fured  and  marked  out,  the  ball  was  put  and 
kept  in  the  ftrongeft  part  of  the  current,  whofe 
motion  was  obferved'  by  a  ftop-watch ;  and  the 
experiments  were  repeatedly  made  with  dif- 
ferent forts  of  fwimming  bodies. 

In  the  firft  canal,  which  was  five  palms» 
eight  inches  wide,  and  foujr  palms,  nine  inches 
deep,  the  ball  traverfed  a  fpace  of  forty  palms 
in  thirty-three  feconds  of  time# 

In  the  fecond  canal,  which  was  four  palms, 
four  inches  wide,  and  four  palms,  three  inches 
deep,  the  ball  employed  fifty-fix  feconds. 

In  the  third,  which  was  four  palms,  three 
inches  wide,  and  five  palms,  fix  inches  deep,  it 
took  up  fifty-  five  feconds. 

In  the  fourth  canal  it  occupied  feventy  fe- 
conds upon  a  width  of  feven  palms,  two  inches, 
and  an  half,  and  a  depth  of  two  palms,  nine 
inches ;  and  in  the  fifth  it  took  up  an  hundred 

feconds 
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leconds  upon  a  width  of  fevea  palms^  and  st 
dqpth  of  two  palm8|  five  inches.       : . 

If  then  we  calculate^  with  Newton^  that  the 
rapidity  of  the  water  in  the  current,  compared 
with  that  near  the  0i6re,  was  as  18  to  1 1,  w«t 
fiiall  find  that  there  flowed  during  the  above* 
mentioned  periods  of  time 

Falmi. 
Through  the  firft  canal    -        •    657 -rr 
Through  the  fecond  canal      «      454  tt 
Through  the  third  canal    -      -    57ItV      > 
Through  the  fourth  canal    -    -    484-nr 
And  through  the  fifth  canal     -     4^3  A 

and  that  in  twenty-four  hours  the  five  canals 
carried  off  4,264,800  palms  of  water.  This 
indeed  only  happens  when  they  are  perfeftly 
clean,  and  capable  of  their  greateft  effeft  ;  but 
when  the  lake  is  ruffled,  and  the  eaft  wind 
blows,  that  efFeft  in  a  great  meafure  ceafes^ 
and  the  fuperior  of  the  univerfity  has  fmce  de- 
clared that  the  prefent  difcharge  is  fcareely 
perceptible.  Moreover  all  the  above  quantity 
of  water  is  not  effeftually  drawn  off  from-  the 

lake  5 
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lake ;  for  the  gravelly  nature  of  the  banks  fuf- 
fers.  not  a  little  water  to  penetrate  through 
them  into  the  lake.  But- even  fuppofing  that 
the  lake  lofes  that  quantity  in  the  above-men* 
tioned  fpace'of  time,  what  proportion  does  it 
bear  to  the  quaiitity  it  receives  in  the  fame 
fpace  ?  After  an  accurate  examination  of  all 
the  great  and  fmall  ftreams  and  fprings  which 
empty  tbemfelves  into  the  lakej  after  bringing 
to  account  the  rain  that  falls  upon  a  furface  of 
forty-feven  fquare  miles,  into  which  pour  alfo 
the  partial  contributions  of  the  furrounding 
mountains ;  and  after  reckoning  the  hidde? 
fources  that  mix  their  waters  with  the  lake, 
and  of  which  there  is  known  to  be  a  copious 
one  near  Avezzano,  and  another  near  Antu-^ 
chio  (called  Capo  di  Aqua,  which  is  the  outlet 
of  the  lake  of  Scanno,  amongft  the  mountains), 
we  may  venture  truly  to  affert  that  the  lake 
receives  fixty  times  more  water  than  is  carried 
oflP  by  the  five  canals.  It  is  no  wonder  there- 
fore, that  fince  thofe  canals  were  made,  the 
lake  flxould  have  continued  to  extend  itfelf,  a^ 

Bb  is 
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is  proved  by  marks  at  that  time  made,  and 
that  it  ftiould:  even  have  gained  ground  during 
our  refidence  in  its  neighbourhood ;  neither  is 
it  a  matter  of  furprife  that  after  continued 
rains,  or  a  heavy  fall  of  fnow,  and  the  acci- 
dental ftoppage  of  La  Pedogna,  it  fliould  fome- 
times  ftretch  even  as  far  as  the  mountains 
themfelves.  In  order  to  keep  ^he  lake  within 
proper  bounds,  by  means  of  fuch  canals^  they 
muft  be  multiplied  until  they  carry  off  the 
neceflary  quantity  of  water.  But  without  ob- 
jefting  that  they  might  be  entirely  obftrufted 
by  various  accidents,  the  expence  of  making 
them  would  be  too  great ;  for  they  could  not 
be  made  parallel  with  the  fliore,  but  muft  run 
in  a  direft  line  from  the  lake,  where  the 
ground  rifes  confiderably,  and  foon  becomes 
rocky.  The  conftruftion  of  the  five  exifting 
canals,  each  of  which  is  lOO  palms  long,  coft 
looo  ducats — (^262.  loj.)— and  no  lefs  than 
3000  ducats — ^^787.  10 J.) — have  been  ex- 
pended in  the  courfe  of  only  four  years,  in 
cleanfing  and  repairing  them.     According  to 

the 
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the  proportion  of  water  carried  off  by  thofe 
canals,  it  would  require  500  to  balance  the 
quantity  poured  into  the  lake;  but  befides  that, 
there  is  neither  room  for  that  quantity,  nor  the 
certainty  that  each  canal  would  find  a  hidden 
channel,  the  charges  would  amount  to  a  mod 
enormous  fum  of  money. 

It  now  remained  to  confider  the  third  pro- 
pofition,  which  had  for  its  objeft  the  reftora- 
tion  of  the  Claudian  Emiffario ;  and  we  re- 
paired to  its  mouth,  or  outlet  into  the  Liris, 
below  the  village  of  Campiftrello.  That  part 
of  it,  which  on  account  of  the  flope  of  the 
mountain,  had  been  conftrufted,  either  wholly 
or  in  part,  of  mafonry,  is  long  fince  fallen  in  ; 
but  feveral  fragments  of  it  are  ftill  vifible ;  and 
the  uncovered  part  meafures  forty-eight  palms 
to  the  fpot  where  it  is  entirely  hewn  out  of  the 
rock.  Upon  the  fides  of  this  uncovered  part 
are  feveral  marks  in  the  rock,  which  doubtlefs 
point  out  the  repeated  attempts  to  deepen  the 
canal.  The  prefent  mouth  of  the  Emiffario  is 
nine  palms  wide,  and  feventeen  and  a  quarter 

B  b  2  high. 
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high.     Thirty  palms  from  the  entrance,  the 

canal 'makes  an  angle,,  and  much  water  drips 

from  the  top  of  the  arched  rock.    The  canal 

was  here  io4  palms  wide  -,  and  in  general  we 

obferved  that  there  was  an  occafional  difference 

of  foip«  palms  in  the  width.  Beyond  the  angle 

we  found  a  great  deal  of  dirt,  which  increafed 

as  we  advanced  upon  boards  placed  upon  it 

for  that  purpofe ;  and  after  we  had  penetrated 

480  palms,  we  could  touch  the  top  of  the  arch, 

whofe  chord  there  meafured  fix  palms.    We 

I 
faw  a  number  of  ftala£tites,  and  obferved  that 

large  pieces  of  the  fides  and  top  of  the  rock 
were  bricked  up,  probably  on  account  of  the 
cavities  fo  frequent  in  the  limeftone.  A  large 
ftone  that  appeared  to  have  fallen  down  through 
a  perpendicular  well  or  (haft,  and  was  fur- 
rounded  by  other  ftones,  and  a  quantity  of 
faud,  like  that  upon  the  Palentine  Fields,  pre- 
vented our  further  fubterraneous  journey.  We 
therefore  turned  back,  and  having  ordered  an 
extent  of  176  palms  from  the  mouth  of  the 
canal  to  be  well  cleanfed,  we  took  a  proper 

level. 
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level,  and  found  that  the  fall  in  that  diftance 
amounted  to  one  palm,  ten  iitches,  and  four 
minutes ;  fo  that  reckoning  feven  palms  to  a 
jMice,  and  a  thoufand  paces  to  a  mile,  the  fall 
of  the  canal  is  75^:  palms  in  a  mile.  As'  w.c 
knew  that  air-holes  and  fhafts,  marking  the 
courfe  of  the  canal,  ftill  exifted  upon  the  Pa- 
ientine  Fields,  we  vifited  them  fucceffively ; 
and  the  engineer  afterwards  took  their  exafl 
diftances,  depth,  and  fize,  and  communicated 
them  to  me.     See  PFate  V. 

From  the  mouth  of  the  canal  to  the  firft 
veftige  of  a  hole  \a)  are  780  palms  ;  from  a.  to 
h.  are  480  palms ;  here  the  Emiffario  forms  an 
angle  of  twenty  degrees.  From  b.  to  c.  are 
2000  palms  \  from  c.  to  d.  565  palms  \  from  d. 
to  e.  1230  palms;  and  from  e.  to/.  2800  palms. 
Thefe  were  only  veftiges  of  fhafts ;  but/,  is  an 
entire  perpendicular  fquare  fliaft,  or  well — here 
tailed  Pozzo — ninety  palms  derep.  When  we 
firft  examined  it,  it  had  twelve  palms  depth  of 
water,  whofe  fyrface  was  ninety-feven  palms 
above  the  level  of  the  lake  ;  but  when  the 
B  b  3  engineer. 
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engineer  revifited  it,  after  heavy  rains,  he  found 
it  quite  full  of  water.  Very  near  this  perpen^ 
dicular  (haft,  is  the  aperture  of  an  oblique  col- 
lateral gallery,  here  called  Goniculo,  whofe 
direction  is  the  fame  as  that  of  the  perpendi- 
cular fhaft,  and  only  inclining  enough  for  the  • 
purpofe  of  a  convenient  paffage.  At  its  en^^ 
trance  are  tlie  remains  of  mafonry,  which  pro^ 
bably  fecured  it  from  rain;  but  a  ftalaftite 
column  having  nearly  filled  it  up,  we  could 
not  penetrate  far  into  this  gallery,  which  is 
directed  towards  the  Salviano.  From  /.  to  ^. 
are  620  palms:  this  fhaft  is  quite  vifible,  and 
its  depth  is  eighty-four  palms,  fo  that  its  bot* 
tom  is  ninety-fix  palms  above  the  level  of  the 
lake.  It  was  dry  when  we  firft  faw  it,  but  the 
rain  afterwards  filled  it  with  water.  This  (haft 
has  alfo  a  gallery  for  its  neighbour.  Not  far 
beyond  it,  the  Emiflario  again  alters  its  courfe, 
which  is  thenceforward  continued  direftly  to- 
wards the  lake.  The  elevation  makes  an  angle 
of  fixtcen  degrees.  From  g,  to  h,  are  5043 
palms.     This  fliaft  was  fo  deep  that  we  could 

not 
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not  meafure  it ;  but  by  throwing  down  ftodes 
we  perceived  there  was  water  at  the  bottoinu 
Its  depth  is  here  computed  at  400  palms.  Not 
far  from  it  is  a  gallery.  From  h.  to  /.  are.544» 
palms.  This  is  the  laft  perpendicular  fhaft 
Upon  the  weftern  fide  of  the  Salviano,  and  mea- 
fiires  .twenty  feet  fquare;  but  we  coujd.nqt 
determine  its.  depth,  which  is  here  computexi 
at  480  palms.  -Not  far  beyond  it  the  moun- 
tain is.  cut :a way,;  and  probably  the  main  gal- 
lery, communicating  with  the  canal  through 
the  Salviano^  was  formed  here ;  but  very  few 
traces  of  it  are  now  to  be  feen.  From  /.  to  the 
perpendicular  line  that  may  be  drawn  from 
the  top  of  the  mountain  C  to  the  Emiflario, 
are  1844  palms;  and  that  line  contains  1012 
palms,  from  the  fummit  of  the  mountain  to 
the  furface  of  the  canal.  From  that  line  to 
the  firft  gallery  upon  the  eaftern  lide  of  the 
mountain  are  1600  palms.  This  gallery,  which 
is  open,  has  an  extremely  lofty  entrance,  fur- 
niflied  with  a  (ky-light,  and  had  alfo  an  arched 
penthoufe,  the  remains  whereof  are  ftill  to  be 
B  b  4  difcemed. 
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difcemed-  In  the  galleiy  two  perfons  can  with 
diflSculty  pafs  each  other  ;  and  at  the  fides  are 
fmall  gutters  for  carrying  off  the  water^  which 
drips  copioufly  from  the  rock,  and  has  formed 
fomc  ftalaftltes  that  nearly  obftrufl  the  paf- 
fage.  There  are  ^'^^'^  f^^^t]  and  large  niches, 
at  certain  di  in         ock^  the  large  ones 

being  deftined  rep  md  the  fcnall  ones 
for  lamps.  '  is  gallery  divides  in  two  places, 
I  .*-ej       i  1   forms   two   arms;  pro- 

le  pur]     e   of  increaling  the  circa* 
5  the  eafy  removal 
of  the  tnatenals,  r    >enet rating  feverat 

hundred  palms  therein,  we  were  forced  out 
by  the  waters  that  filled  up  the  remaining  part- 
This  gallery  is  142  palms  diftant  from  the  firft 
great  fliaft  on  the  fame  fide  of  the  mountain. 
Thispozzo  is  184  palms  deep;  fo  that  its  pre* 
fent  bottom  is  nineteen  palms  below  the  fur- 
fece  of  the  lake.  It  contained  twenty  palms 
depth  of  wat^r.  We  vifited  the  gallery  not 
for  diftant  from  this  (haft,  and  advanced  273 
pah»s  when  we  were  flopped  by  the  water, 

which 
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which  the  rain  'had  lately  increafed,  but  which 
ftood  feven  palms  below  the  furface  of  the 
liake.  In  this  coniculo  we  had  an  opportunity 
of  obferving  the  method  of  proceeding  when 
a  gallery  broke  in  upon  a  pozzo ;  for  the  gal- 
lery was  carried  round  the  (haft,  and  its  direc- 
tion continued  upon  the  oppofite  fide,  leaving- 
between  them  a  thin  wall  of  rock,  with  aper- 
tures for  the  admiffion  and  free  circulation  of 
air. 

"  The  fliafts  now  become  lefs  diftant  from  each 
other;  from  k,  to  /.  are  152  palms,  and  it  and 
its  gallery  are  filled  up.  From  /.  to  m.  are  205 
palms;  this  is  98  palms  deep;  its  bottom  is 
five  palms,  6  J-  inches  above  the  level  of  the 
lake,  and  it  is  quite  dry ;  but  there  is  water  in 
the  neighbouring  gallery.  From  m.  to  n.  arc 
267!  palms ;  this  fhaft  is  96I  palms  deep,  and 
15  palms,  54-  inches  below  the  level  of  the 
lake;  it  contained  eleven  palms  of  water. 
From  n.  to  0.  are  267-J  palms;  this  fhaft  is 
96  palms  deep,  32  palms,  4  inches  below  the 
level  of  the  lake,   and  contained   15   palms, 

3  inches 
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[  ches  of  water.     From  o.  to  /i.  are  267  J^ 

;  s;  this  pozzo  is  85  palmSj  z  inches  deep, 

IS,  7I-  iflches  below  the  level  of  the 
1  contained  %6^  palms  of  water.  From 
tre  283^  palms  i  it  is  55  palms  deep> 
^   y  Jh-^i^^^  k^i^«t  j^iig  level  of  the  lake^ 

water*     This  fhaft 
nean  ce,   that  we  could 

cleai  fee  J  but  as  a  wall  between  the  lake 
and  f •  made  us  fufpeft  that  there  was  another 
fliaftj  we  examined  it,  and  aftually  found  an- 
other pozzoj  r,  302  J  palms  dlftant  from  y.  It 
was  cleanfed  out  to  the  depth  of  14^  palms," 
when  the  workmen  came  to  water>  which  was 
1 1  palms,  5  inches  below  the  furface  of  the 
lake,  and  remained  fo  during  fourteen  days. 
From  r.  to  B.  or  the  lake,  are  1 70  palms.  As  we 
were  now  defirous  of  afcertaining  if  there  were 
any  traces  of  fiiafts  at  the  bottom  of  the  lake, 
we  caufed  a  lofty  pole  to  be  erected  upon  the 
Ihorq,  in  a  line  with  the  EmilTario.  To  this 
pole  was  affixed  a  hemicycle,  through  which 
could  be  feen  the  boat  that  fought  the  fhafts 

in 
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in  the  direCtion  of  the  caiial.  Thus  from  R. 
to  s.  were  70  palms,  where  was  a  (haft  filled 
up  with  materials.  The  depth-  of  the  lake  wa$ 
three  palms.  From  j.  to  /.  were  112  palms  ^ 
and  the  depth  of  the  lake  was  4^  palms ;  and 
from  /.  to  u.  were  126  palms,  where  the  dj^pth 
of  the  lake  was  five  palms  and  an  half.  No 
farther  traces  oij^fhafts  were  difcoverable ;  for 
the  lake  became  deeper  at  every  ftep,  and  371 
palms  beyond  «.  and  in  the  fame  direftion,  was 
a  depth  of  87  palms,  455  palms  farther,  it  was  j 
12^  palms  deep,  and  966  palms  farther,  it 
was  1 7  palms  deep.  The  mouth  of  the  Emif- 
(ario  is  univerfally  fuppofed  to  have  {been  at 
that  fpot ;  but  the  lake  was  too  deep  to  admit 
of  a  difcovery.  After  all  the  meafurements 
were  made,  it  was  found  that  the  vent  of  the 
Emiffario  below  Campiftrello  was  164J  palms, 
and  the  Liris  2 143- palms,  below  the  level  of 
the  lake. 

Such  was  the  (late  of  the  celebrated  Clau- 
dian  EmijOTario,  a  work  fo  worthy  of  the  Ro- 
ipans,  that  no  one  will  enquire  whether  we 

were 
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were  aftomfhed  at  its  grandeur  and  extent. 

Every  lover  of  ancient  literature  will  be  glad 

to  find  the  accounts  of  Suetonius,  Tacitus,  and 

Pliny,  fo  fully  confirmed;  for  the  prefent  ftate 

of  the  canal  very  fufficiently  proves  the  truth 

of  what  they  have  reported  relative  to  its  con- 

ftruftion.     When  we  reflect  upon  the  length 

of  this  Emiflario,  amounting  to  three  Italian 

miles ;  when  we  confider  its  fubterraneous  di- 

menfions,  and  efpecially  in  that  part  where  it 

is  carried  through  the  folid  rock;  and  when 

we  think  of  the  numerous  perpendicular  fliafts 

and  oblique  galleries  (with  fcarcely  the  half 

whereof  we  probably  are  acquainted),  and  of  the 

aftonifhing  depth  of  the  one,  and  the  length  of 

the  others,  it  will  no  longer  be  deemed  fabu* 

lous  that  30,000  menihould  have  laboured  at 

it  during  eleven  years.     But  it  will  ever  be 

matter  of  furprife,  that  with  fo  few  mechanical 

acquifitions,  and  fuch  little  mathematical  know;^ 

Ipdge,  they  (hould  have  been  able  fo  precifely 

to  determine  its  fubterraneous  direftion*. 

•  This  very  canal  feems  however  to  prove  a  greater  de* 
gree  of  perfection  in  mechanics  and  mathematics  than  the 

moderns 
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We  were  now  moft  thoroughly  perfuaded 
that  this  work  is  not  fufficiently  ftriking  in  its 
exterior,  to  have  been  conftrufted  out  of  a  ridi- 
culous fort  of  vanity  5  and  an  infcription,  ftill 
exifting  at  Avezzano,  convinced  us  that  it  was 
deftined  for  the  fervice  of  the  inhabitants  ;  fo 
that  it  is  difficult  to  determine  why  it  fliould 
not  again  be  made  ferviceable,  and  why  other 
meafures  fhould  be  adopted  for  carrying  ofF 
the  waters,  when  the  moft  advantageous  me- 
thod prefents  itfelf.  But  as  fome  remonftrances 
made  by  intelligent  and  impartial  perfons 
againft  the  reftoration  of  the  canal,  have  contri- 
buted towards  deciding  the  government  againft 
it,  I  will  endeavour  to  refute  them,  in  hopes  of 
doing  away  all  the  obje£lions  that  may  be 
made  to  the  execution  of  that  moft  ufeful 
projeft. 

Firft.  They  fay  that  the  mouth  of  the  Emif- 

moderns  arc  in  general  apt  to  allow;  and  I  think  this  opi- 
nion may  without  difficulty  be  fupported  by  referring  to 
many  noble  monuments  of  Roman  ikill  now  extant  in  the. 
capital,  and  various  other  parts  of  Italy,        A. 

fario. 
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ferio  below  Campiftrello,  is  too  high  to  carry 
off  the  water,  and  has  too  little  falL 

I  anfwer,  that  this  is  fully  contradifted  by 
OUT  meafiirements  J  for  as  the  vent  of  the  Einif- 
fario  is  164^  palms  below  the  level  of  the  lake^ 
which  in  its  deepeft  part  meafures  only  60 
palms,  there  remains — after  deducing  three ' 
palms  for  the  rotundity  of  the  earth^ — a  fall  of 
loij  palms;  which  is  fufficient  to  evacuate 
the  whole  contents  of  the  lake. 

Secondly,  They  pretend  that  as  the  Romans 
never  obtained  the  purpofe  intended  by  this 
undertaking,  it  muft  have  been  fome where 
eflentially  defe£tive. 

I  reply,  that  the  ancient  authors  plainly  tell 
us,  that  upon  the  firft  effay  in  the  prefence  of 
Claudius,  the  canal  had  not  a  fufficient  fall, 
and  that  upon  the  fecond  trial,  the  failure  was 
principally  owing  to  not  letting  the  water  off 
by  degrees.  But  hydraulics  ^re  now  too  well 
Underftobd,  not  to  enfure  fuccefs.  Neither  is 
it  abfolutely  certain  that  the  lake  was ,  not 
drained  under  Hadrian  -,  and  the  filence  of  the 

author^ 
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authors  who  wrote  under  his  fucceffors,  may 
ferve  as  a  proof  that  the  Marfi  had  no  longer 
any  reafon  to  complain.  But  no  one  can  be 
furprifed  that  in  the  fucceeding  times  of  con- 
fufion  and  difquiet,  this  noble  work  fhould 
perifh,  like  many  others. 

Thirdly.  They  alledge,  that  as  the  water  in 
the  fliafts  and  galleries  probably  arifes  from 
the  lake,  it  would  be  impoffible  to  cleanfe  the 
canal,  without  endangering  the  lives  of  the 
workmen. 

To  this  I  anfwer,  that  the  difference  in  the 
quantity  of  water  at  various  periods,  and  in 
different  fliafts,  and  efpecially  the  depth  of 
water  in  the  fhaft  nearefl  to  the  lake,  fuffi- 
ciently  prove  that  it  is  only  rain  water,  and 
that  it  cannot  have  the  fmalleft  communication 
with  the  lake.  This  water  can  alfo  be  eafily 
drawn  off,  or  gradually  conveyed  away. 

Fourthly.  It  is  faid  that  during  fuch  a  long 
period  of  difufe,  the  canal  miift  be  fo  dilapi- 
dated, that  its  reftoration  would  cofl  a  mofl 
prodigious  fum. 

But 
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But  in  reply  to  this  objeftion  I  affert,  that 
fuch  parts  of  the  Emiffario  as  we  examined, 
were  in  the  belt  condition,  except  the  outer 
works,  which  might  feafily  be  repaired  ;  a  few 
ftalaftites  have  indeed  been  formed ;  but  even 
when  a  fhaft  and  a  gallery  meet,  and, are 
divided  only  by  a  thin  partition,  as  has  been 
before  obferved,  we  found  the  divifion  perfeft 
and  entire. 

They  who  objeQ:  to  the  reftoration  of  the 
^ake  muft  likewife  cpnfefs,  that,  about  twenty 
years  fmce,  more  than  thirty  perfons,  of  vera* 
city,  penetrated  through  the  main  gallery  on 
the  eaft  fide  on  Monte  Salviano,  into  the  canal, 
and  after  wandering  about  without  finding  any 
obfl:acle,  came  out  along  a  gallery  upon  the 
wefl:  fide  of  the  mountain. 

Don  Gianbattifta  Aloifio,  a  gentleman  of 
Avezzano^  eighty-two  years  of  age,  and  of  un- 
impeached  veracity,  afferts,  that  about  forty 
years  fince,  he  and  fix  other  perfons  pafled 
through  the  above-mentioned  gallery  into  the 
canal,  in  which  they  walked  as  far  as  the  fhaft 

neareft 
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heareft  to  Campiftrello,  and  confequently  tra- 
vcrfed  the  greateft  part  of  tht  Emiffario ;  but 
that  their  farther  progrefs  was  impeded  by  an 
heap  of  rubbifli  thrown  down  the  fhaft,  by 
the  proprietor  of  the  ground  above,  in  order  to 
prevent  his  cattle  from  falling  into  it.  He  de- 
clares that  the  Emiffario  was  then  in  the  beft 
condition ;  but  that  it  had  been  fupported  by 
brickwork  in  feveral  places,  as  we  had  likewife 
obferved  in  our  vifit  to  its  entrance* 

I  triift  it  will  now  appear  evident,  that  the 
teftoration  of  this  ufeful  work  would  be  neither 
difficult  nor  expenfive. 

The  beft  method  would  be  to  cleanfe  the  canal 
from  the  vent  at  Campiftrello  to  the  firft  pozzo, 
which  fliould  then  be  thoroughly  emptied  and 
cleaned,  furrounded  with  a  wall,  and  covered. 
In  this  manner  the  workmen  might  proceed 
without  danger,  until  they  had  reftored  the 
(haft,  neareft  to  the  lake,  from  whence  a  chan- 
nel, of  no  gteat  depth  at  firft>  ftiould  be  dug  as 
far  as  the  (haft,  and  as  much  water  gradually 
let  o(F  as  would  leave  the  firft  fliaft  in  the  lake 
C  c  perfc£tly 
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^ttfei^ly  dry.    After  repairing  that  part  of  tte 
tansd,  another  channel  (hould  in  like  manntfr 
1)e  dug,  and  the  fame  method  purfued  until  ^ 
fufficient  ijuantity  of  water  fhould  be  drawb 
t>ff,  or  until  the  workmen  came  to  the  entrance 
Urft  made  by  the  Romans.     A  fluice  fhould 
there  be  put  up,  as  well  for  the  purpofe  of 
letting  off  a  certain  quantity  of  water,  as  for 
totally  preventing  its  pafTage ;  for  great  care 
muft  be,  taken  to  guard  againft  the  fudden  in^ 
creaie  of  water,  and  the  ftoppages  that  might 
btherwife  be  occafioned  by  the  violence  with 
which  the  eaft  wind  drives  the  waters  of  tht 
lake  towards  the  Emiffario.     The  entire  rcfto- 
ration  of  this  ufeful  work  is  computed,  by  Don; 
Ignazio   Stilo,    at    about    150,000    ducats — 
(;^ 28, 1 25.)— a  fura  which  would  be  doubly- 
repaid  by  the  acquifition  of  excellent  land^ 
without  reckoning  the  prevention  of  all  future 
damage. 

As  foon  as  the  engineer  had  made  his  report, 
a  cabinet  order  appeared,  whereby  the  king;, 
after  lamenting  the  loffes  fuftaincd  by  his  ful>- 

je£ls. 
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^tSts,  and  praifing  the  zeal  and  proje£te  of 
Abbe  LoUi^  recommends  to  the  banks  in  the 
tapital  to  advance,  upon  fufficient  fecurity,  to 
the  undertakers  of  the  reftoration  of  the  Emif- 
fario,  the  fum  of  6000  ducats — 0^787.  ioj.)-** 
at  ij  per  cent,  and  to  continue  the  advancei^ 
ment  of  the  fiaid  fum>  until  the  work  fliouid 
be  compleated,  and  the  money  paid  oflf  by  the 
fale  of  the  reccvered  lands^  " 

After  the  ebove  was  fent  to  the  prefs,  I  re> 
teived  the  following  copy  of  the  royal  dil* 
pficcio,  addrcficd  to  the  Abbe  Lolli,  together 
with  the  fubfequent  papers,  which  conclude 
M  I  have  to  fay  upon  the  fubjeft. 

^^  AS  the  King  has  the  happtnefe  of  his 
ferthful  fubjefts  very  much  at  heart,  his  Ma* 
jefty  has  heard  with  infinite  fatisfa6lion,  that 
you  have  not  only  taken  unwearied  pain«  td 
recommend  the  reftoration  of  the  Claudi^n 
Emiflario,  as  the  only  mode  of  drawing  from 
the  lake  Fucinus  the  fuperabundant  water 
which  has  done  fo  much  injury  to  his  fubje£ts^ 
C  c  ^  and 
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lad  'lllllMtete  a  continuance  of  damage,  but 
^f^^«t  j^Ml  have  difplayed  fo  much  refolu- 
^km  igiiliAf  'tfie  e0brts  of  oppofing  envy»  and 
ttl*y0ttr**m  charges  have  fupported  the  re- 
pepttd  andlnation  of  the  affair-  And  al- 
fhwygh^lt^  *  true  philofopber  you  will  find 
fOp:  gtMteft  reward  in  the  aftual  accompliih- 
foiei^  of  yiwar  wifhes,  yet  his  Majefty  approv- 
9lg  ftmr  m^urcs^  and  having  ordered  them  to 
/he  pot  in  QlcecutioD,  is  deiirous  of  making  ufe 
of 'JOQ^  .wel)  known  zeal,  and  therefore  ap- 
pioltlts  Jou  Jto  fuperintend  this  ufeful  work, 
whh  n  certmn  monthly  allowance  out  of  the 
(um  delUned  for  its  execution,  until  a  fuitable  j 
benefice  can  be  provided  for  you-  This  is 
made  known  to  you  by  the  firft  chamber  of 
finance,  and  by  his  Majefty^s  command.  Given 
at  the  Royal  Palace  the  twenty-eighth  of  Au* 
guft,  179Q. 

'  Signor  Guisepps  Lolli. 

Ferd-  Corradini." 


IN 
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^*  IN  confequence  of  his  Majefty's  orders  for 
the  reftoration  of  the  Claudian  Emiffario,  you 
are  immediately  to  repair  thither,  in  order  that 
every  thing  ncceffary  for  that  great  undertaking 
may  be  prepared  during  the  prefent  autumn ; 
and  his  Majefty  allows  you  twenty  ducats—- 
0^3*  ^5^') — ^  month,  until  you  are  nominated 
to  the  promifed  benefice.  His  Majefty  alfo 
orders  you  to  conform  in  evjery  thing  to  the 
annexejd  inftru6lions.  Given  at  the  Royal  Pa- 
lace the  twenty-fifth  of  September,  1790.'* 
Signor  G.  Lolli. 

Ferd.  Corradxnx." 

Extras  of  a  Letter  from  Naples,  dated  iSfi 
December,  1792. 

"  I  CAN  tell  you  but  little  fatisfa£tpry  con- 
cerning the  progrefs  of  the  defloration  of  the 
Emiflario,  a  difpute  having  put  a  flop  thereto 
feveral  months  fince.  Two  hundred  and  twenty- 
two  cannae  of  the  great  canal,  and  feveral  gal- 
C  c  3  leries. 


kiies  wmSl  ihaf^s,  or  pozzi,  had  however  been 
|NKvi^0^  dtetfdk  TIkc  laft  pozzo  that  was 
i|leaimi|#fttll^^  400  palms  deep,  from 

iUJiriilL  to  ifae&Dttom  of  the  canal,  but  is  not 
Ipb^'of  the  dfeq9dir« :  All  the  machines,  imple* 
-lum^  and  toalieiilds  are  there^  and  m  gP^4 
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SECTION    xn. 

Fnm  AvEZZANo  /<?  Salmqna. 

AFTER  takmg  a  rcluflant  kare  of  mj 
friends^  I  rode  along  th€  northern  bank 
of  the  lake  ^%  far  as  Pefcina,  twelve  mites 
from  Avezzano,  and  had  frequent  oprportui^ 
ties  of  obferving  that  the  (bofe  grew  more  ancj 
more  marihy,  which  I  attribute  to  the  land 
immediately  bordering  upon  the  road  being 
exceedingly  neglefted. 

Pefcina  is  a  moderate  town,  fituat^d  irt^ 
Valley,  that  extends  from  the  AppeiWiines  to 
•the  lake,  and  is  watered  by  a  confider^bk 
ftream:  I  was  here  recommended  to  two 
brothers,  the  Barons  Tomafetti,  of  whom  the 
layman  is  an  honeft  open-hearted  mountaineer, 
whilft  in  the  amiable  eccleliaftic  I  found  a 
friend  to  the  arts  and  fciences,  who  eatertained 
C  c  4  mt 
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'me  with  a  learned  and  elaborate  differtatioii 
upon  the  fiti^ation  of  M^rruvium.  As  hi$ 
brother  was  a  lover  of  agriculture  alid  the 
the  chace,  and  as  Ihad  long  wifhed  to  gain 
fome  infight  into  the  natural  hiftory  of  the 
lynx,  which  abounds  among  thefe  mountains^ 
I  heard  with  much  pleafure  that  he  had  fre^ 
quently  tamed  and  kept  thofe  animals  in  hi$ 
houfe.  Abbp  Lolli  had  before  given  me  fome 
excellent  accounts  of  the  oeconomy  pf  th^t 
anipiial^  upon  which  I  had  alfo  madp  fome  oh-* 
fervations  in  the  royal  menageiie  at  Naples; 
;ind  I  now  exaftly  informed  myfelf  pf  pvery 
th^ng  relative  thereto. 

Although  Buffon  and  Schreber  have  giv6p 
us  very  good  accounts  of  the  lynx,  the  natu- 
ralifl.  will  probably  not  be  difpleafed  at  receiv- 
ing feme  information  about  the  fpecies  of  lynx 
peculiar  to  the  provlrxes  of  Abruzzo.  It  is 
frequently  met  with  in  the  woods  of  Abru?zo 
,  Ultra,  where  it  is  called  II  Gatto  Pardo,  and 
is  fmaller  than  a  fort  that  is  not  infrequent 
p.mpngft  the  Grifon  mountains,  and  which  pre- 

cifely 
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cifely  refembles  the  fpecies  given  in  Buffon's 
Natural  Hiftory — part  xix — plate  21 — French, 
oftavo,  and  in  Schreber's  Sucking  Animals — 
part  iii — pi.  109 — page  408.  But  the  lynx  of 
Abruzzo  is  of  a  darker  colour,  is  from  eigh- 
teen to  twenty  inches  high,  and  from  twenty- 
four  to  twenty-feven  inches  in  length,  to  the 
root  of  the  tail,  which  is  four  inches  long.  The 
male  is  larger  than  the  female.  The  colour  it 
whitiih,  with  fpots  like  ftars,  of  a  reddifli  yel- 
low, inclining  to  a  yellow  gold  colour.  The 
hair  is  fliort  and  foft,  the  head  large,  and  like 
a  tyger's,  with  longifh  upright  ears,  terminated 
by  a  tuft  of  cearfe,  hard,  and  upright  briftles. 
The  eyes  are  large,  and  the  teeth,  claws,  and 
whiflcers  are  long  and  fharp.  Had  I  been  for- 
tunate enough  to  prpcure  a  dead  one,  I  could 
give  a  much  more  complete  defcription ;  but 
I  could  not  fucceed  in  my  endeavours.  The 
0£lions  of  this  animal  exa6tly  refemble  thofe  of 
a  cat,  like  which  it  fits,  runs,  fprings,  eats, 
purrs,  and  fleeps^  although  all  thefe  aftions 
9fe  in  propgrtioA  to  its  fuperior  fize.    It  is 

cafily 
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cafily  tamed;  and  the  Barons  Tomafetti  afllired 
me  that  it  ran  about  the  houfe  like  a  cat,  was 
much  attached  to  them,  and  was  in  no  wife 
inconvenient,  except  from  its  extraordinary 
curioCtjr,  Not  a  comer  in  the  houfe,  nor  a 
moveable  therein,  remained  unviiited  ;  and  a 
female  loft  its  life  by  jumping  down  the  bole 
in  the  privy.  I  was  furprifed  to  find  that  the 
domeftic  cat  had  an  infuperable  averfion  to 
this  animal;  and  I  was  afTured  that  the  mo- 
ment a  lynx  was  brought  into  the  houfe,  all 
the  cats  difappeared,  and  were  feeii  no  more 
during  that  anioial's  abode  there.  The  lynx 
bears  the  privation  of  its  freedom  only  fo  long 
as  it  is  allowed  to  wander  about  the  houfe  ; 
all  thofe  which  the  Baron  fent  to  the  royal 
menagerie  having  foon  died  of  excefs  of  fat, 
which  was  the  cafe  with  that  I  faw  there,  an4 
which  alfo  appeared  extremely  melancholy. 
The  lynx  of  Abruzzo  is  unqueftionaWy  th^ 
moft  fwift,  fubtle,  and  audacious  beaft  of  prey 
in  Italy.  It  only  wanders  about  in  the  night;, 
and  never  is  ktn  in  the  day,  unlefs  when  in 

'    heat^ 
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.^heat,  or  in  fearch  of  provifion  for  its  young.  R 
feeds  upon  all  kinds  of  nnce,  moles,  martins, 
ferrets,  hares,  badgers,  otters,  and  even  ftieep 
and  goats;  neither  are  tame  tod  wild  fowl 
(afe  from  its  attacks.  It  watches  for  its  prey, 
cither  upon  the  ground,  or  between  the  branches 
ti  a  tree,  and  ufually  feizes  it  at  the  very  firft 
(prihg,  even  though  it  be  on  full  fpeed;  and 
from  its  ambufcade  amongft  the  branches  it 
fuccefsfully  darts  upon  birds  that  are  upon  the 
wing.  When  it  has  kilkd  fuch  a  large  animal 
tis  a  tyild  boar,  or  a  roe-buck,  it  firft  fucks  the 
blood  out  of  the  arteries,  which  feems  to  be  its 
fiavourite  food  5  after  which  it  devours  the  foft 
parts  of  the  head,  neck,  (houlders,  and  legs, 
together  with  the  entrails,  and  leaves  the  re- 
mainder. When  it  fails  in  procuring  a  live 
animal,  it  contents  itfelf  with  vegetables,  or 
gratifies  itfelf  with  all  kinds  of  fruit.  Its  fa- 
Tourite  place  of  abode  is  amongft  thick  and 
extenfive  forefts,  and  in  folitary  diftrifts,  where 
it  makes  its  retreat  in  hollow  trees,  or  in  holes 
and  clefts  in  the  rocks.     It  pairs  only  once  a 

year. 
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year,  at  the  beginning  of  fpring;  and. contrary 
to  the  cuftom  of  cats,  which  celebrate  their 
nuptials  with  hideous  cries,  it  remains  perfefitly 
f  lent.  The  female  goes  two  months,  and  thea 
.  brings  forth  two  young  ones,  which  are  geperally 
of  different  fexes.  She  fuckles  them  during  two 
months ;  and  the  young  one's  require  two  ye^ 
to  grow  and  be  fit  for  pairing.  It  has  been 
olferved  here  that  the  lynx  generally  attains 
the  age  of  twenty  years.  Sociability  apper* 
tains  not  to  its  qualities,  and  more  than  one 
couple  are  rarely  found  in  a  diftrift.  Like  all 
creatures  upon  earth,  this  alfo  has  its  enemieis^ 
and  is  purfued  by  men,  dogs,  wolves,  and  large 
fnakes*  Flight  is  its  firft  objeft ;  but  when  it 
is  deprived  of  the  means  of  efcape,  and  is 
attacked  and  wounded,  it  defends  itfelf  againft 
every  defcription  of  enemy,  with  fuch  fury  and 
dexterity,  that  it  is  feldom  overcome  but  by 
numbers  of  beads,  or  the  fuperiority  of  human 
fagacily.  The  lynx  not  only  feeds  occafionally 
upon  the  bodies  of  dead  men,  but  even  attacks 
children^  and  devours  them.     This  animal  i^ 

feldon^ 
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feldom  to  be  taken  alive,  except  whilft  very 
young,  when  it  is  frequently  found  playing 
upon  the  grafs  near  the  trees,  or  ftraying  about 
the  country  in  queft  of  its  mother.  It  is  fomc- 
times  taken  in  traps,  but  is  generally  fliot.  The 
attachment  fubfifting  between  a  couple  is  re- 
markable; for  when  one  lies  dead  upon  the 
ground,  and  the  hunters  have  retired  to  a  cer- 
tain diftance,  the  other  approaches  its  com- 
rade, looks  at  it,  goes  round  it,  lies  down  by 
it,  goes  away,  and  returns  feveral  times,  until 
it  appears  to  have  loft  all  hope  of  its  being 
only  afleep.  The  lynx  fumifhes  man  with  a 
very  warm  and  ufeful  (kin ;  and  fome  profit 
arifes  from  its  fat  and  gall. 

From  what  has  been  faid,  I  think  that  the 
lynx  of  Abruzzo  may  be  clafled  under  the 
fpecies  which  Schreber  calls  the  lynx-cat.  It 
is  indeed  fmaller,  and  has  very  diftinft  fpots ; 
but  that  which  I  faw  at  Naples  did  not  fur- 
pafs  our's  in  brilliant  colours,  and  difffers  from 
it  in  nothing  but  in  its  produdlion  of  only  two 
young  one's.    iElian's  accovmt  of  the  lynx  cor- 

refponds 
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refpands  (o  exaftly  with  tbc  one  above  At^ 
fcTibed,  that  I  am  inclined  to  fuppofe  hirti 
not  unacquainted  with  that  fpecies  *.  Atfj 
Flirty  fpeaks  of  no  lynxes  in  Italy^  it  may  biS 
presumed,  that  in  his  time  none  exifted  there  1*. 
Abmz2o  abounds  alfo  with  wild  cats. 

Early  the  following  day  I  left  Pefcina,  and 
pafled  by  the  priory  of  San  Stefano^  founded 
by  an  uncle  of  Cardinal  Mazarin,  who  waii 
born  here,  I  was  accompanied  by  two  of  th6 
Baron^s  game-keeper's,  who  were  to  fee  me 
acrofs  the  Furca  Carofa,  the  higheft  creft  of 
the  Appennines,  where  the  traveller  is  fubje^ 
to  more  than  one  fpecies  of  danger*     In  win- 

*  Idem  de  Lyncc  tradunt,  magis  efl^  fimam  quam  parda« 
ffifiy  et  fammis  hiHtitum  auricuiis.  Fera  hsec  mitum  im 
jBodkm  faku  vs^,  et  ad  fetioendam  quod  conJiptteiit  p^* 
aaciffime  longe  yalidiflima. 

Mlias.  Trad,  Pctr.  Gill,  ct  Cour.  Gcfncr,  lib.  xiv.  c.  64 

f  Lyoces  vulgo  frequcntcs  ct  Sphyngas,  fufeo  pilo,  mam« 
nil  in  pedoiie  gemink^  Ethiopia  genera t. 

Plin*  H.  N.  Iib«  vliu  aa^*  . 

Peiegrime  font  ^t  lync^  ^uae  clarifUme  omnium  fuadfiK 
pednm  cernont* 

I«n>.  lib.  xxviii*  «*  B/  ". 

-  ter 
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tef  he  is  expofed  to  a  moft  violent  north-eaft 
tnnd,  which  nothing  is  abie  to  refift ;  for  pall- 
ing as  it  were  through  a  tunnel,  its  piercing 
coldnefe  ftiffens  every  joint,  and  the  iirongeft 
man  is  thrown  down  by  its  irapetuofity.  In 
liimmer,  this  pafs,  remote  from  the  habitation 
of  man,  is  fo  befet  by  banditti,  that  murders 
and  pillage  are  the  ufual  occurences  of  the 
feafon.         \  \ 

Before!  rcache4  the  higheft  point  of  the 
defile,  I  obferved  in  fpme  neighbouring  val* 
lies,  and  upon  feme  gentle  eminences,  the  finefi: 
pafture  ground  covered  with  the  choiceft  herbs, 
that  feemed  to  yield  neither  ip  quality  nor 
number  to  the  produftions  of  our  Alps,  I 
was  much  furprifed  to  find  fo  few  homed  cat* 
tie  in  fuch  a  mountain qus  country  as  this  ^  but 
the  reafon  why  fheep  are  the  main  objects  of 
attejation,  feems  to  be  owing  to  the  great  quan- 
tity of  aromatic  herbs  that  cover  the  paftures^ 
and  fuit  the  fheep  better  than  large  cattle  j 
neither  have  they  here  any  fort  of  winter  fod- 
der ;  and  as  the  plains  are  wholly  fown  with 

com. 
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corn,  and  grazing  grounds  and  clover  fieldi 
are  entirely  unknown,  the  Hieep  are  fent  in  the 
winter  into  Apulia,  and  the  plains  of  Abruzza> 

/^near  the  fea.  WTiether  it  would  not  be  better 
for  the  country,  and  greatly  contribute  to  the 
advancement  of  agriculture^  if  they  blended 
the  breeding  of  oxen  with  that  of  fheep,  is  a 
queftion  I  fliall  not  pretend  to  difcufs* 

The  top  of  the  Furca  Carofa  confills  of  lime* 

,  ftone,  as  do  almoft  all  the  Appennines ;  and  in 
particular,  the  Gran  Saflb  dltaliaj  the  higheft 
of  them  alL  Its  furfacc  is  cracked  and  lami* 
nated;  and  the  detached  pieces  which  have 

'  been  carried  down  by  the  rainSj  and  nielting  of 
the  fnow,  into  the  vallies,  there  form  the  inoft 
extraordinary  fort  of  pudding-ftone*  The  foil 
of  the  Abruzzan  plains  principally  confifts  of 
red  clay. 

Although  I  had  the  good  fortune  to  cfcape 
the  banditti,  the  remains  of  fuch  as  had  been 
broken  upon  the  wheel,  and  gibbetted  upon 
the  fpot,  convinced  me  of  the  exiftence  of  the 
danger.     Upon  fuch  occafions   the  traveller 

forget  j^ 


forgets  ihe  high  founding  maxims  of  modem 
philofopfay^  which,  overflowing  with  the  milk 
of  human  kindnefs,  loudly  condemns  all  pu-" 
pifliment  by  death.  The  defenders  of  fuch 
doflrines  may  have  ftudied  mankind  in  their 
clofets,  or  in  a  well  regulated  town;  but  as 
men  in  nK>ft  countries  are  not  altogether  as 
they  ought  to  be,  the  words  of  holy  writ*'* 
compofe  a  wife  and  well  imagined  law^ 
grounded  upon  knowledge  of  mankind,  but 
of  which  the  application  muft  be  decreed  only 
iftfter  the  moft  humane  deliberation*  The 
maxims  of  the  eftimablc  Bcccaria  were  at* 
tempted  to  be  praftifed  in  'Italy,  his  native 
country;  but  experience  bias  fufficiently  taught 
that  they  fuit  this  age  as  little  as  liberty  and 
equality. 

I  defcended  along  a  narrow  bufty  valley  to 
the  inconfiderable  village  of  Goriano  Siculo^ 

*  He  th^t  fmiteth  a  man  fo  that  he  die,  Ihall  be  fovely 
pttt  to  death*    Exodus,  ch.  xxi.  v.  ii* 

See  aUb  the  gveater  part  of  the  35  th  chapter  of  NenA>ei% 
sod  many  otlber  paflages  io  the  Old  Teftament. 

D  d  iituated 
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fituated  in  an  extenfive  valley;  that  opens  td- 
wards  the  city  of  Aquila.  The  appellations 
of  feveral  places,  either  banging  upon  ihc 
fteep 'fides  of  this- valley,  or  crowning  the 
almoit  inacceffible  points  of  the  rocks,  denote 
eikher  the  fingularity  of  their  fituation,  or  the 
■  ob}e&  of  their  foundation;  for  one  is  called 
(Zaflell  Vecchio,  another,  Roccadi  Jeri,  and 
the  like.  The  names  of  a.  great  many  towns 
in  Abruzzo  commence  with  Rocca,  being  for 
ndie  moft  part  feated  upon  the  fummit  of  the 
mQunt^ins.  Their  half  wild  inhabitants^  who 
diffar  but  little  from  their  anceftors  in  the  re- 
finement of  their  manners  and  cutloms,  culti- 
vate during  fummer  the  few  acres  they  poflefs, 
but  more  frequently  carry  on  the  noble  trade 
of  robbery  upon  the  highway ;  and  in  winter 
they  and  their  families  go  down  to  the  Pontine 
Marlhes,  and  there  earn  a  fubfiftence  by  their 
labour.  I  met  whole  caravans  of  thefe  wan- 
dering tribes  of  Abruzzo.  Although  thefe 
.people  return  home  with  money,  I  believe  it 
would  be  more  ufeful  to  the  ftate  if  they  re- 
mained 
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inained  at  home,  and  were  /employed  in  fome 
imanufa£lorIes. 

Little  com  is  cultivated  in  the  neighbour* 
hood  of  Goriano  Siculo  ;  but  from  the  exten- 
five  forefts  of  oak,  and  the  great  abundance  of 
iwine,  I  prefume  that  the  latter  form  the  prin- 
cipal objeft  of  rural  attention  and  oeconomy. 

Inftead  of  following  the  courfe  of  the  valley, 
I  afcended  a  hill  on  the  oppofite  fide>  and  from 
its  fummit  difcovered  the  whole  delightful  val- 
ley, watered  by  the  Pefcara,  and  forming  a 
garden  twelve   miles  long,    and  five  broad. 
Towards  the  eaft  it  is  covered  from  the  furious 
Greco  by  the  lofty  Majella,  and  towards  the 
weft  it  is  protefted  from  the  cold  Maeftro  by    . 
the  mafs  of  moimtains  that  furrpund  the  lake 
of  Celano.    Towns  and  villages  are  thickly 
ftrewed  throughout  the  valley>  and  all  the 
dangers  of  the  Furca  Carofa  are  forgotten  in 
the  contemplation  of  this  charming  country. 
It  is  a  matter  of  infinite  regret,  that  the  fur- . 
rounding  mountains  fhould    be  deftitute   of 
fliady  gfOves  and  verdant  paftures,  and  unen*  . 
D  d  2  livened 
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livened  by  Ae  foaming  of  a  wAtetfall.  *»  Tkd^ 
are/'  as  the  Abbot  of  the  Celeftine  convent  ftf: 
Salmona  emphaticaHy  fjsudy  **  tht  ugly  feubt  nf 
a  moft  delightfol  piftiffe.'* 

From  this  chanmng  point  of  vfcwv  a  ffee^ 
path  re-condu£ted  me  into  the  valley^,  near 
Rojano,  from  whence  pafiing:  through. forefia^ 
ftfalmond-treeSy  orchards)  andvmeyai^fb^i&on^ 
reached  Pratoh,  a  lordfliip  belonging  to  .the^ 
above-mentioned  convent  6f  Celef&ies^  I  here* 
traverfed  a  bridge  over  the  Pefcara^  a  confix- 
derable  ftream  that  jfalls  into  the  Adriatic^  near 
«  fortrefs  of&e  l&me  name;  and  Oi  the  end  b#^ 
two  miles  acrofs  rich  fidds:  and  luxuriant  mett*"- 
dows^  I  arrived  at  the  convent,  which  is  fix* 
teen  miles  from  Pfefcina;    The  abbot  received. 
me  with  the  greateft  politenefs,  and  proved  to 
me  that  his  order  was  not  lefs  hofpitable  than 
the  Benediftine.     I  found  him  well  verfed  in 
the  fciences^  but  more  particularly  attentive  to- 
agriculture;  and  I  learned,  that  during  his 
adminiftration,  the  conventuallands  have  rifen* 
to  an  unexampled  degree  of  profperity>  andi 

that. 
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that,  to  the  great  aftonifhment  of  his  neigh* 
ibours,  he  has  adopted  the  modern  difcoveries 
and  improvements.  This  convent,  erefited  by 
Pope  Celeftine  the  Tliird,  the  founder  of  the 
i)rder,  is  faid  to  enjoy  a  revenue  of  io,oo0 
<lucats — 0^1875).  Should  any  fovercign  of 
Naples  fupprefs  this,  and  many  other  well- 
«ndow^d  convents,  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  all 
ilriking  abufea,  diforders,  and  bad  inftitutiont^ 
will  at  the  fame  tiine  he  deftroyed  ^  otherwife 
it  is  really  to  be  fear^  that  the  kingdom 
would  become  a  fort  of  Siberian  defart,  imp^ 
jietrable  to  every  traveller. 

This  convent  has  more  perhaps  to  fear  from 
earthquakes,  than  from  the  prevailing  fpirit  of 
reform.  In  the  year  1703  it  was  utterly  de- 
stroyed by  an  earthquake ;  but  was  foon  re- 
built with  additional  magnificence  and  tafte. 
When  Aquila  was  reduced  to  an  heap  of 
a(hes  in  1706,  the  convent  received  fome  very 
fmart  fliocks,  but  was  only  damaged  in  the 
newly  compleated  arches.  It  muft  appear  fin- 
gular  to  every  natijralift  that*  the  towns  of 
D  d  3  Aquila 
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Aquila  and  Salmona^  fituated  as  ihty  ar^ 
amoDgft  the  higheft  Appenn^les,  fhould  be  fy 
frequently  vifited  by  earthquakes.  The  firft  o^ 
thofe  towns  has  often  been  wholly^  or  in  great 
parti  deftroyed  by  that  terrible  phenomenon  of 
nature}  and  in  the  beginning  of  0£tober  1789^ 
it  received  fome  fevere  fhocksi»  which  fortu^ 
nately  did  no  materiar  damage/  Perhaps  th0 
numerous  caverns  in  the  limeftone  mountains 
are  amongft  the  caufes ;  or  perhaps  a  fubterra^ 
neous  fire  ilill  burns  under  the  old  volcanoi 
in  the  Campagnadi  Roma^  whofe  erupdoa 
being  hindered  by  the  weighty  layers  of  earth 
and  ftones^  creates  vapours  in  the  hollows^  and 
caufes  commotions  in  the  earth ;  perhaps  the 
numerous  mines  of  iron,  and  veins  of  fulphur, 
in  the  mountains  of  Abruzzo,  engender  that 
fort  of  vitrified  matter  whofe  developement 
produces  fubterraneous  fire;  or,  perhaps,  ac- 
cording to  Thouvenet,  one  of  the  great  veins 
thereof  runs  under  the  province  of  Abruzzo* 
But  thefe  doubts  I  muft  leave  to  the  decifion 
of  the  fociety  of  volcanifts  J^nd  anti-volcanifts. 

Not 
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Not  far  from  the  convent,  and  at  the  foot 
of  a  mountain  towering  behind  it,  I  examined 
with  the  grcateft  pleafure  a  flowery  meadow, 
full  of  fprings  of  frefli  water,  ftill  called  "  Gli 
Fonti  d'Amore."  The  environs  are  known, 
even  to  the  common  people,  by  the  name  of 
^'  La  Bottega  d'Ovidio ;"  nor  will  the  claffic 
reader  need  to  be  informed  that  the  ingenious 
and  amiable  Nafo  was  a  native  of  Salmona  *. 
That  town,  fituated  two  miles  from  the  con-- 
vent,  and  belonging  to  the  princely  houfe  o£ 
Borghefe  at  Rome,  contains  nothing  remark- 
able, but  a  modern  ftatue  of  Ovid,  a  buft  of 
that  poet,  which  pafles  for  antique,  and  the . 
hofpital  of  the  Annunziata.  This  hofpital, 
erefted  for  the  maintenance  of  the  foundlings 
in  Abruzzo,  and  endowed  with  an  annual  in- 
come of  9000  ducats — {£  1 687.  ioj.)-T-was  imtil 

•  Pars  me  Sulmo  tenet  Peligni  tcrtia  runs 
PaFva  fed  irriguis  ora  falubris  aquis. 

Ovio.  Amor.  lib.  ii.  eleg.  i6. 

Sulmo  mihi  patria  eft,  gelidis  aberrimos  andis. 

Ovid.  Trift.  lib^iy.  cjcg,  10. 

D  d  4  lately 
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lately  fo  ill  regulatedi  that  the  children  died  \i% 
ipumbers.  But  the  Chevalier  Cotronghi,  who 
.travelled  over  this  province  with  the  benevo^ 
lent  view  of  ameliorating  many  of  its  inftitii-: 
tions,  reprcfent^  this  b^d  management  tp  the 
king,  and  took  fuch  meafures  as  have  pro-* 
duced  better  regulations,  and  s^  more  advan# 
iageous  efiablifhment.  Upon  this  occaiion  t 
.was  affured  that  few  countries  have  more  bene^ 
•volent  and  wealthy  endowments  than  the  kin£<^ 
dom  of  Naples^  but  that  their  intentiw  is  no 
where  fo  badly  fulfilled. 

The  conventual  church,  which  I  vifited  On 
retuRiing  from  the  town,  is  chiefly  adorne4 
with  marble  of  the  country,  amongft  which  the 
Verde  di  Calabria,  the  Perfeghino,  and  beau- 
tiful varieties  of  Breccia,  particularly  diftin-f 
guifhed  themfelves.  In  general  there  is  not 
much  variety  in  the  lapideous  produftions  of 
this  province.  If  we  except  the  various  forts 
and  diftinftions  of  limeftone,  calcareous  fpar, 
gyps,  ftalaftites,  and  tufa,  of  which  there  are 
Angular  fpecimens  near  Triverno,  upon  the 

Piano 
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Piano  di  Cinque  Miglia,  and  upon  the  banks 
oi  the  Vultumus,  the  reft  of  the  mineralogy  i$ 
but  little  varied,  and  confifts  in  what  I  have 
obferved,  and  what  the  Chevalier  Pigonati,  a 
lover  of  natural  hiftory,  communicated  to  me^ 
•  as  follows.  Upon  the  low  hills  near  San  Ger- 
mano,  upon  the  mountains  near  Valofcuro 
p&nzanO)  and  upon  the  chain  of  Appennines, 
called  Matefe,  are  found  layers  of  green  and 
other  coloured  jafper,  whofe  exterior  crumbles 
into  clay.  Above  Pettorano  is  found  a  fpecies 
of  green  chert,  of  the  fineft  grain ;  and  near 
Sferra  Cavallo,  very  large  grey  flint  ftones  are 
frequently  to  be  met  with.  I  have  before 
remarked,  that  the  plains  chiefly  confift  of  clay, 
and  the  mountains,  of  limeftone^  fo  that  I 
think  it  would  be  worth  enquiring  into  the 
origin  of  the  jafper,  chert,  and  flint  ftones.  The 
perfeftly  round  limeftone  balls  in  a  mountain 
that  advances  into  the  plain  between  Intro 
d'Aqua  and  Pittorano,  have  a  very  Angular 
appearance.  They  are  of  different  fizes,  and 
fome  of  them  extremely  large;  and  thofe  which 

have 
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have  been  fawn  through,  have  difplayed  con* 
centrated  ftrata  in  the  interior.  Near  Triverno 
and  Ifemia  is  found  native  fulphur,  chiefly  cry- 
ftallized.  The  province  is  exceedingly  rich  in 
iron  mines ;  and  a  very  produftive  one  was 
lately  difcovered  upon  the  mountain  of  Anrnzo, 
not  far  from  the  lake  of  Celano.  There  are 
many  petrifaftions,  though  but  few  rare  ones 
have  fallen  within  my  obfervation  ;  but  Abbe 
Fortis,  who  has  vifited  this  province,  informed 
me  that  at  Pietra  Roja,  above  Corretb,  upon 
the  Matefe,  were  found  fome  perfeftly  petri- 
fied fifli,  whofe  fcales  ftruck  fire  upon  fteel ; 
but  that  his  mineral  harveft  in  Abruzzo  had 
been  othcrwife  as  unprofitable  as  my  own. 

Though  the  environs  of  Sulmona  are  chiefly 
flat,  much  wine  is  there  produced*;  but  the 
culture  of  corn  is  not  neglefted,  and  the  Turkifli 
corn  is  very  much  efteemed.   Groves  of  almond* 

*  Arva  pererrantur  PeligriB  liquentibus  undis, 
Et  viret  in  tenero  fertilis  herba  fola. 
Terra  ferax  Cereris,  multoque  feracior  uvne, 
Dat  quoque  bacciferam  pallada  gratus  ager. 

Ovid.  Am.  1.  ii.  el.  i5. 

trees 
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trees  are  frequently  intermixed  with  the  vine- 
yards; but  no  attention  is  paid  to  the  mul- 
berry, or  olive-tree,  which,  notwithftanding  the 
affertion  of  Ovid,  are  pretended  to  be  unadapted 
to  the  climate.  It  is  hardly  poffible  to  con- 
ceive how  the  people  of  this  country  go  on  in 
the  old  track,  without  taking  any  pains  to  put 
their  agriculture  upon  a  more  advantageous 
footing.  The  wine  here  is  of  little  value,  and 
yet  new  vineyards  are  daily  made;  whilft  com, 
oil,  and  filk,  Which  on  account  of  the  neigh- 
bouring Adriatic,  would  be  extremely  profita- 
ble, are  totally  neglefted ;  and  if  the  inhabi- 
tants are  afked  the  reafon,  they  anfwer,  that 
their  anceftors  did  fo  before  them. 

During  the  whole  afternoon  the  learned 
Abbot  entertained  me  with  an  account  of  the 
remarkable  things  in  the  province,  and  parti- 
cularly of  the  fmall  fort  of  republican  place 
called  Sennarica,  to  the  exa£t  defcription 
whereof  by  Galanti  I  fhall  refer  my  readers. 
The  whole  flat  part  of  the  province,  that  lies 
»ear  the  fea,  is  cultivated  in  rice,  and  is  ex- 
tremely 
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tvtmely  unhealthy;  and  in  the  mountainous 
par  s,  the  inhabitants  cultivate  either  corn,  or 
olives^  and  almonds,  but  principally  attend  to 
the  breeding  of  fheep-  The  bills  that  are 
cloathed  with  oak  coppices  abound  with  the 
Pietra  Fungaia,  out  of  which  grows  an  excel-* 
lent  fpecies  of  muQiraom,  Having  had  occa-* 
iion  to  examine  it  with  particular  attention,  I 
am  of  opinion  that  it  is  not  a  calcareous  tufa^ 
but  a  vegetable,  out  of  which  the  mushrooms 
Spring.  Having  put  one  of  them  into  a  veflel, 
and  covered  it  four  fingers  deep  with  earth, 
according  to  the  Neapolitan  cuftom,  I  watered 
it  daily,  until  upon  the  fourth  of  June  a  fmall 
muftiroom,  three  lines  broad,  and  nine  litiea 

.  high,  appeared  above  the  earth,  aiid  upon  the 
eighteenth  of  June  attained  its  full  growth,. 
The  height  of  the  pedicle,  including  the  head> 
was  eighteen  lines,  and  the  breadth  of  the  head 
was  five  inches  and  ten  lines.  The  lower  part 
of  the  pedicle  was  two  lines  thick ;  and  the 
%edd,  underneath,  was  full  of  holes,  refembling 

[^the  mefhes  of  a  nett   The  fleih  was  milk  white^ 

fromi 
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From  fix  to  eight  lines  thick,  and  covered  in 
ihe  middle  with  a  Ikin  that  was  quite  white, 
iti  comparifon  with  the  brown  and  fcaly  bor- 
der. At  the  firft  appearance  of  the  plant,  the 
tolour  of  the  head  was  a  very  dark  brown;  but 
tvhen  the  muftiroom  v^s  half  grown,  white 
veins  appeared  in  the  centre  of  the  head,  and 
gradually  made  the  whole  furface,  but  efpeci^ 
ally  the  middle,  appear  clearer.  Upon  the 
thirteenth  of  June,  three  days  before  perfoft 
ripenefs,  all  the  fcales  had  tufts  of  filaments  at 
their  pomts,  and  thofe  were  probably  the  bloir 
fbmi.  This  fort  of  mulhroom  feems  to  belong 
to  the  Boletus  Linnaei ;  but  I  know  not  what 
to  fay  about  the  (lone  itielf.  When  it  is  cut 
with  a  knife,  the'incifion  appears  like  that 
which  is  made  in  a  truffle ;  and  when  it  lies^ 
in  the  earth,  it  is  foft,  and  yields  to  the  impref- 
fion  of  the  finger.  After  I  had  procured  one 
mufliroom  out  of  mine,  no  care,  and  no  atten- 
tion to  watering  could  make  it  produce  any 
more.  Out  of  another  muftiroom  fl:one  I  dug 
a  half  grown  mufluroom,^  in  hopes  of  difcovering 

the 
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the  feed,  or  root ;  when  it  looked  exa^Iy  as  it 
I  had  takep  an  eye  out  of  a  potatoe*.  Thi^ 
mulhroom  is  fo  good  to  eat^  that  the  (tones  arc 
kept  in  the  cellars  of  the  principal  houfes  at 
Naples^  for  the  enjoyment  of  their  fruit.  In* 
deed  the  Neapolitans  eat  all  forts  of  mufli* 
rooms^  and  only  confidler  as  poifonous  fuch  a^ 
grow  near  a  piece  of  iron,  or  old  leather*  If  a 
piece  of  garlick,  or  a  filver  fpoon^  be  put  into 
the  water  in  which  the  mufhrooms  are  boiled, 
and  remain  iinchanged^  the  mufhrooms  are. 
eaten  without  fcruple, 

•  la  Abbe  Roaskr't  "  Obier?atioiis  fur  la  Fl^iie»  8^*' 
in  die  thirteenth,  4nd  fopplemental  volame,  p>  x*  t9  fj^ 
it  a  yeiy  extenfive  tieatiie  upon  the  pietn  fongaii. 
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SECTION    XIII. 

From  SuLMONA    to  Naples. 

EARLY  in  the  morning  I  left  the  convent, 
and  travelled  four  miles  acrofs  the  plains 
of  Sulmona,  as  far  as  Pettorano,  where  the 
mountains  again  approach  each  other,  and  form 
a  very  narrow  defile.  The  road  then  winds 
up  the  fide  of  a  mountain,  and,  after  traverfing 
an  unfruitful  bottom,  foon  reaches  the  hamlet 
of  Rocca  Valofcura,  feated  in  a  valley  not  much 
more  agreeable.  Three  miles  from  Pettorano, 
and  one  before  the  hamlet,  commences  the  new 
road,  which  it  is  intended  to  carry  as  far  as 
Pefcara,  acrofs  the  plains  of  Sulmona.  As  the 
people  were  now  at  work  upon  it,  I  had  an 
opportunity  of  obferving  the  whole  procefs  of 
its  foundations,  fides,  and  covering,  and  was  per- 
fuaded  that  the  inhabitants  of  the  valley  of  Ro- 
veto  had  great  reafon  to  complain  of  it  as  they 

did. 


J^l6  TRAVELS    to    NA^LfeS. 

did.     It    is    every  where   much  too  narrow^ 
fhamefully  dammed  up,  and  carried  through  the 
mofl:  unferviceable  country   and  places.     Al- 
though there  was  ample  room  elfewhere,  it  h^^ 
been  made,  near  Rocca  Valofcura,  in  the  bed 
of  a  torrent,  that  annually  damages  it ;  and  in 
faft  it  was  unneceffary  to  bring  it  near  this 
place,  or  along  this  fteep  and  narrow  vaffey : 
but  fuch  has  been  the  general  bad  managfe* 
ment  of  this  road,  that  it  has  been  carried 
acrofs   fteep  hills,   and   through   infignificant 
places,  although  it  might  eafily  have  been  car- 
ried  through  towns  well    fituated   for  trade 
and  paflage,  and  in  a  great  meafure  over   a 
level  country.     It  is  faid  indeed,  that  the  en- 
gineers fuffered  themfelves  to  be  corrupted  by 
private   perfons,    and    particular   towns    and 
villages,  and  that  the  whole  road  to  Pefcara 
might  have  been  compleated  in  the  moft  hand- 
fome,  durable,  and  commodious  manner,  with 
the  money  furnifhed  by  the  province,  and  em-» 
ployed  in  making  this  iIl-conflru6ted  part. 
The  country  around  Rocca  Valofcura  pro^ 

duces 


4uc6s  ibme  corn ;  but  th^  place  is  principally 
fupported  by  the  breeding  of  fheep,  and  by 
this  newly  afforded  paflage. 

I  no  fooner  gained  the  head  of  this  narrow 
valley,  than  I  found  myfelf  upon  the  extenfivc 
Piano  di  cinque  Miglia,  a  tra£t  of  land  entirely 
deftitute  of  habitations^  and  chiefly  confifting 
of  pafture,  but  producing  a  fmall  quantity  of 
barley  aild  oats.  At  the  end  of  this  tedious 
:plaiii»  reprcfented  as  dangerous  on  account  of 
the  depredations  of  robbers,  I  arrived  at  a 
very  fteep  defcent ;  and  after  pafling  ^y  Rocca 
Rafa,  a  fmall  town  clinging  as  it  were  toa  rock> 
and  poflefling  few  corn-fields,  but  large  flocks 
of  (hcep  and  herds  of  fwine,  I.  entered  a  very 
«tenfive  forefl  of  Qaks>  through  which  the 
road  winds  during  feveral  miles,  and  condufts 
to  Caftell  diSangro,  fituated  upon  a  river  of  the 
fame  name,  17  miles  from  Sulmona*  This 
river  is  here  nothing  more  than  a  deflruftive 
torrent ;  but  at  Lanciano  it  flows  into  the  Adri- 
atic in  no  inconfiderable  width.  The  environi 
of  Caftell  di  Sahgf o  have  a  poor,  and  miferable 
£  e  appearance  i 
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appearance  j  a  few  fields,  frequently  fourii  witb 
Turkilh  com,   vary  the  eternal  famenefs    of 
meagre  paftures,  arid  and  rocky  hills,  tbinljr 
fcattered,  and  gloomy  woods  and  villagei^  u^n 
the  tops  of  mountains ;  nor  does  the  countiy 
affume  a  more  cheerful  afpeft  during  the  nmt^ 
teen  miles  that  compofe  the  diftance  between 
Gaftell  di  Sangro  and  Ifernia.     After  traverfioi^ 
a  conftant  fuccefiion  of  mountains,  I  was  fuiV- 
prized,  at  the  diftance  of  12  miles  from  Caftie{t 
di  Sangro,  16  find  a  rivulet  fhaping  it|  cotirfb 
towards  the  Mediterraneati,  when  on  the  other 
fide  of  the  hiU  I  had  eroded  one,  that  .flows 
towards  the  Adriatic.     The  former  comQiunir 
cates  with  the  Vulturnus>  and  the  latter  unites 
its   waters  with  thofe  of  the  Sangro.     In  the 
neighbourhood  of  two  fources,,  that  take  con- 
trary direftions,  I  might  have  expefted  to  find 
the  higheft  creft  of  the  Appennines,  and  to 
have  marked  out  the  true  courfe  of  that  great 
chain  of  mountains ;  but  thefe  ftreams  are  fe- 
parated  by  a  very  gentle  eminence,  wholly  un* 
connefted  wi0i  any  lofty  hills*    The  Appea- 

nines 
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nines  are  ifolated,  unconnefted  maflfes ;  $nd  the 
lofty  Mat^fe  is  feparated  by  the  Sangro  from 
the  Majelia,  which  the  river  Pefcara  divides 
from  the  princes  of  the  Italian  mountains,  th6 
Monte  C!omo,  and  the  Gran  Saffo  d'ltalia.  I 
cannot,  with  precifion,  fay,  whether  the  latter 
are  conneSted  with  the  Velino'j  but  I  know 
that  the  mafs  of  mountains,  encircling  Uie 
Ffrcine  lake,  lofes  itCpIf  towards  the  foujth  in. 
imall  hjll5;.and  appea%  to  be  feparated  front 
th^  mountains,  in  the  coimty  of  Molife^  by  the 
Singro  and  the  Vultumus.  This  lingular  dif- 
trjbution  of;  the  Appenpines  might  almoft  au-: 
thorize  a  conjeQure,  that  they  are  elevations 
formed  by  the  two  feas,  that  wafli  the  Azores  of 
Italy  ;  and  that  on  that  a^xpunt  they  have  nei- 
ther any  co^efted  chain,  nor  any  regular  yal- 
li^.  The  number  of  petrifactions  in  the  in- 
terior of  the  Appennines,  will  enforce  this 
conjefture;  whilft  the  plains  of  Italy  may  in 
general  be  allowed  to  owe  their  origin  to  the 
volcanos. 
Between  Caflell  di  Sangro  and  Ifemia,  I 
E  e  a  foxij^ 
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found  feveral  flocks  of  ftieep,  jouraeying  *  to 
tfie  Tavogliere  di  Puglia ;  and  I  was  now  in 
that  part  of  the  kingdom  which  chiefly  fub* 
fifts  in  the  breeding  and  fattening  of  (heep. 
The  traft  of  land  from  Ifemia  to  Popoli,  at  the 
north  end  of  the  valley  of  Sidmoiia^  being  an 
extent  of  50  miles^  and  from  the  lake  of  Cdano 
acrofs  the  Marrone  and  Matefe,  being  a  tnii^ 
of  60  miles,  is  a  mountainons  country^  wbich^ 
except  the  north  part  dNhe  valley  of  Sulmona^ 
contains  but  few  towns^  and  fome  ftragglmg: 
villages^  perched  upon  the  fummits  of  the  lofty 
rocks.  The  inhabitants  are  fiill  in  an  almoft 
favage  ftate,  having  little  communication  with 
thofe  of  the  other  villages,  and  being  clad  in  a 
manner  peculiar  to  each  place  during  feveral 
centuries,  and  totally  different  in  the  refpe£live 
villages.  Thus  a  Greek  mode  of  drefs  prevails 
amongft  the  females  of  Scanno,  and  a  Gothic 
one  amongft  thofe  of  Rocca  Valofcura.  The 
women  of  Gallo  wear  a  drefs  like  that  of  the 
Francifcans ;  ^nd  it  is  impoffible  to  difcover 
to  what  nation,  or  what  caufe  they  are  indebted 

for 
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lor  it*  This  difFerence  in  the  coftume,  not 
only  between  every  province,  but  between  al- 
moft  every  village  throughout  the  kingdom, 
is  extremely  ftriking.  All  the  men  in  the 
above  diftri£t  are  entirely  devoted  to  the  care 
of  the  flocks ;  and  indeed  it  may  be  faid  that 
all  ranks  of  people  are  there  wholly  occupied 
in  that  bufinefs.  The  rich  and  poor,  the  prieft 
and  layman,  the  monk  and  nun,  talk  of  nothing 
but  their  flocks ;  and  the  regulations  formed 
in  old  time  are  yet  moft  religioufly  obferved. 

Three  hundred  and  fifty  flieep  make  a 
morra,  under  the  care  of  a  paftore,  or  fliepherd, 
a  dairy-man,  or  buttaro,  who  takes  care  of  the 
cheefe,  and  an  upper  dairy-man,  or  butarachio. 
To  thefe  alfo  belong  two  dogs,  and  a  mule, 
that  carries  the  utenfils  neceflary  for  making 
cheefe,  and  the  few  neceflaries  of  the  fhepherds. 
Several  morre  form  a  mandra,  over  which  pre- 
fide  a  chief  fhepherd,  or  maflaro,  a  fotto  maf- 
faro,  or  under  fhepherd,  and  a  capobuttaro, 
or  head  dairy-man,  exclufive  of  thpfe  above- 
pientiooed.  Thefe  people  alwpys  receive  the 
E  e  3  fame 
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fame  wages  (which  amounts  to  twenty»fbtlf 
ducats — (^4.  los.)  a  year  in  each  dFthe  tbred 
firft  pofts)^  the  fatne  food^  as  bread,  o3,  fait, 
goatscheefe^  and  milk^  and  the  fame  clothings 
which  confifts  of  (heep-ikins  cut  fijuare,  and 
iewed  together,  fo  as  to  leave  paflages  for  the 
I  head  and  arms,  together  with  a  Vffff  coarfe 
(hirt^  breeches,  of  a  cloth  equally  coarfe,  todi 
fandals.    They  have  alfo  the  fame  dwelfing 
and  bed,  which  is  no  other  than  mother  earth, 
under  atent  of  (kins.    A  boy  of  five  years  of 
age  is  entrufted  with  the  care  of  eight  or  ten 
(heep,  or  goats,  which  he  tends  in  the  pafturea 
of  his  native  place.    In  his  feventh  year,  h€ 
makes  the  journey  to  Apulia,  as  an  under  dairy-» 
man,  and  receives,  with  the  above-mentioned 
.  food  and  raiment,  eight  ducats — {£1.  los.)  for 
the  firft  year,  and  one  ducat — (35.  gd.)  more 
every  fucceeding  year,  until  he  is  fixteen,  when 
he  receives   18  ducats — (^3.  js.  6d)  a  year, 
which  are  the  wages  of  the  under-fhepherds* 
Thus  the  men  live  half  the  year  in  Apulia,  Ic- 
parated  fh>m  their  wives,  who  in  their  abfetice 

take 
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take  care  of  the  little  corn  and  vegetables  ne- 
ceffary  for  their  fubliftence.  This  whole  trafifc 
of  country,  which  is  thinly  peopled,  and  badly 
cultivated,  makes  me  think  that  .neither  the 
Tavogliere  of  Apulia,  nor  that  part  of  Abruzzo 
which  is  chiefly  devoted  to  the  feeding  and 
breeding  of  flieep,  have  thereby  attained  the 
higheft  poffible  degree  of  cultivation:  for 
except  at  Arpino  and  Balena,  where  they 
make  onlv  the  coarfeft  cloths,  the  wool  of 
Abruzzo  is  not  fabricated,  but  fold  raw  to 
the  people  of  Triefte.  I  could  tolerate  the  ne- 
gleft  of  all  other  branches  of  agriculture,  in 
favour  of  breeding  flieep,  only  in  cafe  one 
part  of  the  inhabitants  planted  herbs  for  dying, 
and  attended  to  the  procefs  of  colouring,  which 
would  be  very  praflicable  in  the  prefent  ne* 
glefled  trafts  of  land,  and  worked  up  the 
wool  into  various  articles  of  manufaQure,  and 
utility,  and  thus  faved  the  kingdom  the  charges 
attending  foreign  importation,  whilft  the  flocks 
were  tended  by  the  other  part  of  the  inhabi- 
tants. 

E  e  4  The 
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The  mode  of  life,  and  cuftoms  of  the  people 
of  Abruz2o,  which  they  perhaps  inherit 
from  the  primordial  inhabitants  of  Italy,  or  ftiHj 
more  probably  from  the  eaftern  hordes  o| 
fliepherds  who  conquered  and  defolated  that 
country,  and  which  have  been  prefer ved  during 
fo  many  ages  in  the  centre  of  Italy,  cannot  but 
be  interefting  to  every  obferver  of  mankind* 
The  wildnefs  of  their  manners,  cuftoms,  and 
ideas,  belongs  to  thofe  times,  when  men  were 
in  a  perfeft  ftate  of  nature,  as  to  their  know^ 
ledge  and  religion, 

Ifernia,  a  dirty  ill  built  town,  containing 
7000  inhabitants,  affords  nothing  remarkable 
but  the  temple  of  San  Cofmo  and  Damiano ; 
which  deferves  attention,  indeed,  not  fo  much 
on  account  of  its  exterior  or  interior  fplendour, 
as  for  the  fingularvowsof  the  marriage-feekiog 
nymphs,  of  which  I  (hall  fpeak  more  fully  io 
my  fecond  volume. 

The  town  is  fituated  in  a  country,  rich  iq 
vineyards,  corn-fields,  and  fruit-trees,  amongft 
which  feme  olive-trees  again  prefent   thera^ 

felveS 
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felves  to  view.  It  belongs  to  the  county  of 
Molife,  a  province  of  the  kingdom  of  Naples, 
fo  little  known,  that  as  I  am  in  pofleflion  of  the 
account  of  a  journey  made  thither  by  the  Abbe 
Lonhano,  I  (ball  make  no  fcruple  of  communi- 
cating fome  of  his  oWervations. 

The  county  of  Molife  is  a  very  uneven  tra6l 
of  land,  compofed  of  mountains  and  vallies, 
hills  and  dingle$,  and  is  divided  by  the  Matefe 
from  the  Terra  di  Lavoro,  and  by  the  Majella 
from  Abruzzo.  The  fummits  of  thofe  lofty 
mountains  are  conftantly  covered  with  fnow, 
and  their  fides  are  bare  and  rocky;  but  the 
vallies  are  cloathed  with  thick  forefts  of  oak, 
jnaple,  box,  fir,  and  other  trees  chiefly  of  the 
timber  kind.  The  fole  valley  of  Bojano  forms 
a  plain  fifteen  miles  long  and  two  broad«  There 
are  no  lakes  that  are  full  throughout  the  year ; 
but  the  country  is  watered  by  two  confiderable 
rivjers,  called  the  Tiferno  and  the  Trigno, 
and  by  a  variety  of  fmaller  ftreams. 
TTiofe  rivers  contain  a  great  number  of  trout, 
^d  the  waters  in  the  marflies  arc  full  of  eels, 

Limeftone 


4i*       Tiik¥^'£i  «6  'immm 

''  ^  Liioe^nt'Bxvif  j^^fpkUft  the  prevaLlitig  com- 
p^tekms'c^d^Hfiofo^  but  there  are  alfo 

talb  tiid  pdb^atan;  as  irell  as  volcanic  pro- 

The  mr  of  tii^  prdvined  Is  #  geiietel  1 
except  in  fomeiiiat%y^^^S9fil.  -  The 

ire  great  k)tert  ^  Ube^  ^  11^ 
«7<%ooo^  of  w^oM  ^o^boo  or  ^i^oob  lttMaifl|r 
kate  tfadrcotinftrf  m  Odeiier^  itt$^fli^i^tH# 
Apufia^  the  €apita&at%  tiid  the  Te»a  M  ia^ 
iroroi  \whem  as  ftejdit^St  artiii^tfi  d&pitt- 
bomern,  ferrants^  and  hiindieriiiUbieiii^^^ 
earn  a  livelihood,  and  return  home  about  the  end 
of  April.  Agriculture  and  commerce,  arts  and 
fciences,  are  wholly  neglefted  in  this  province 
for  want  of  proper  encouragement.  Though 
the  country  is  uneven,  and  the  mountains  are 
fteep  and  arid,  this  province  muft  not  be  claffed 
amongft  the  number  of  the  unfruitful  j  for 
corn  fown  in  the  unmanured  ground  yields 
tenfold,  and  1,800,000  tomoli  of  wheat  alone  are 

annually 
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Annually  reaped ;  of  which  400,000  are  export- 
ed either  by  means  of  the  Adriatic,  or  acrofs 
the  Terra  di  Lavoro.      Much  Turkifh  com, 
barley,  vetches,  and  legumes  are  grown  in  this 
province,  in  which  alfo  all  kinds  of  fruit-trees 
are  frequently  to  be  met  with.    Wine  of  a 
tolerable  quality,  and  in  no  mean  quantity,  is 
made  there ;  but  the  cultivation  of  the  olive- 
tree,  which,  according  to  evident  proof,  would 
flourifti  there  in  a  high  degree,  the  culture  of 
the   filkworm,  which    has  been  checked  by 
operations  of  finance,  the  care  of  bees,    to 
which  the  aromatic  plants,  abounding  upon  the 
mountains,  would  give  the  greateft  perfeftion, 
and  the  cultivation  of  flax  and  hemp,  are  on 
the    other  hand  totally    neglefted.      A  few 
places  attend  to  breeding  horfes  and  cattle, 
and  very  excellent  cheefe  is  made  from  the 
milk  of  the  cows  and  ftieep ;  but  more  atten- 
tion is  bellowed  upon    breeding  fheep  and 
fwine;  and  of  the  former,  the  province  contains 
250,000,  which  for  the  moft  part  winter  upon 
the  Tavogliere  di  Puglia,  and  annually  produce 

25,000 
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25,000  cantara  of  wool ;  befides  which,  30,000 
flieep  ire  annually  difpofed  of  to  the  butchers, 
Manufaftures  flourifh  as  little  as  agriculture  ; 
a  few  very  coarfe  cloths  are  made  of  the  wool  ^ 
and  in  fome  places,  is  a  rope  manufaftory  that 
turns  to  good  account,     ^^^here  the  woods  are 
not  deftroyed  they  n      \  all  forts  of  wooden 
ware,  and  burn  charco        and  there  are  fome 
dying  houfes  for  colouring  the  coarfe  clotbs- 
At  Bojano,  and  fome  other  places,  feveral  arti- 
ficers in  fteel  have  lately  attempted  an  eftablifh- 
ment ;  they  deliver  very  excellent  goods,  of 
which  I  poflTefs  fpectmens ;  but  for  want  of  en- 
couragement, they  are  obliged  to  fell  their  com^- 
modities  extremely  dear^  and  haying  but  flow 
and  uncertain  fale,  muft  foon  be  forced  to 
relinquifti  it.    The  inhabitants  of  this  province 
carry  on  all  kinds  of  handicrafts^  by  which  they 
gain  confiderably  both  at  home  and  abroad^ 
and  ufually  bring  back  a  great  deal  of  ready 
money  earned  during  their  winter  excurlions. 
At  Ripalimofani  the  women,  who,  throughout 
the  reft  of  the  province,  take  care  of  the  grounc}, 

are 
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are  employed  in  making  woollen  ftockings, 
which  have  a  very  extenfive  fale.  In  that  town 
exifts,  fince  many  centuries,  the  Angular  cuftom 
of  giving  no  portion  to  the  daughters,  and  yet 
there  is  not  a  fi'ngle  example  of  any  one  female 
handfome,  ugly,  or  even  ill  Ihaped,  remaining 
unmarried.  The  trade  of  this  province  is 
naturally  governed  by  its  manufa£tures  and 
the  ftate  of  its  agriculture.  They  export 
com,  (heep,  fwine,  colts,  falted  meat,  cheefe, 
flcins,  cordage,  facks,  ftockings,  and  bird-lime, 
but  are  obliged  to  import  fait,  oil,  hemp,  and 
flax,  coarfe  and  fine  linens,  and  fine  woollen 
cloths,  from  the  furrounding  provinces^;  tanned 
leather  from  Santa  Maria  di  Capua  and  Guar* 
dia ;  iron  and  copper  ware  from  Foggia,  Cerre- 
to,  and  Abruzzoj  coffee,  fugar,  fpices,  filk 
goods,  and  hats,  from  Naples  andLanciano; 
wax  and  paper  from  Abruzzo ;  and  affes, 
mules,  and  horfes,  from  the  fair  at  Gravina. 
The  people  of  the  Molife  complain  as  bitterly 
as  their  neighbours  of  the  abufe  which  fome 
of  the  barons  make  of  their  feudal  privileges; 

nor 
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nor  do  they  boaftof  the  learning  and  morality 
of  the  greater  part  of  their  dergy. 

From  Ifernia^  I  travelled  as  far  as  the  Vul- 
tumus,  between  corn-fields,  vine-yards,  oak-* 
forefts,  and  buOiy  eminences,  %vhofe  tops  are 
generally  crowned  with  a  village.  There 
being  no  bridge,  I  ferried  over  the  VulturnttSj 
which  fometimes  rifes  to  fuch  a  height,  as  to 
cut  off  all  communication  by  this  road,  and 
put  a  temporary  flop  to  traffic.  Shortly  after 
this  paffagc  I  reached  Venafro,  a  fmall  town 
containing  3000  fouls,  and  belonging  to  the 
princefs  of  Avellina,  Much  corn,  wine, 
legume^^  and  fruit,  are  produced  in  its  fmalj 
diftrift;  but  it  is  principally  remarkable  for 
the  e5|ceHence  of  its  oil,  and  the  quaijtity  tha|: 
is  annually  made  there.  The  oil  of  this  place 
was  famous  in  th^  time  of  the  Romans* j  a^d 

N 

^  Q||od  far  oonferam  campano,  qood  triticui^  Appid(V 
^QodriaamFakmo,  quod  oleum  Venafro  ? 

VAano  dc  Re  Ruft,  lib.  i,  c.  2. 

llle  terrarum  mihi  prxter  omncs 
Angulosridet,  ttbi  fiC^n  Hymetto 

Mella 


TRAVELS   TO    NAPLM^  4j( 

ev^n  now  there  are  the  beft  fort  of  olive-trees  j 
amongft  which  the  Sergia  holds  the  firft  rank^ 
and  is  Taid  by  Dr.  Prefta  of  GaUipoli,  to  be  the 
Lkinia  of  Pliny*.  In  a  good  year  70^6001 
ftaia  of  oil  are  made  here^  and  fold  at  idcaor^ 
lini  (6  (hillings,)  the  ftaio.  The  dKve^grdunds^ 
which  I  exatnincd  were  in  high  ortier,  and  the 
trees  excellently  pruned. 
.  Thi$  town  has  thrice  chtoged  .'its 
pofition.  The  R6mdn  Venafrum^  which  Isf 
more  towards  the  fouth,  was  totally  deftroyed 
by  an  earthquake  ;  and  the  i&me  calamity  an- 
nihilated it  when  built  upon  anodier  fpot^ 
The  prefent  Venaffo  was  twice  vifitcd  by  the: 
plague  during  the  laft  century,  an4  was  de- 
ftroyed by  fire  at  the  commencement  of  thite  f 
but  the  extreme  fertih'ty  of  the  country  dlured 

Mella  decedaht,  viridiqae  certat  '  .       ' 

I   ri.     r  ■•...Bacca Vcniafro.  :  *     .. 

HoRAT»  Od.  vi.  lil?f  ii.   .  • 

•  Maxime  agro  Venafrano,  ejufque  parte  quae  LicU 

tfianum  fandit  oleum;  unde  et  Liciniae  gloria  pnecipua  olivW 
Ungnenta  hanc  palmam  dedere>  accoxnmodato  ipfia  odoie. 
Dedit  et  palatum  ddicatione  fententia. 

Pun,  H.  N.  lib.  xv.  c.  28. 

the 
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the  inhabitants  to  return,  and  it  has  refumed 
its  exiftence,  although  as  badly  built  as  poITiblc- 
The  environs  are  richly  furniflied  with  fine 
^rings  of  water,  whereof  one  retains  its 
ancient  appellation  of  "  Fons  Papiria;"  but  I 
could  not  difcover  the  mineral  fource  men- 
tioned by  Pliny.  Every  one  is  aftoniflied  at 
the  copious  fpring  that  rifcs  clofe  to  the  town, 
and  immediately  forms  a  trout  ftream  ;  it  is 
faid  to  have  been  caufed  by  the  laft  earthquake, 
and  that  previous  thereto,  the  inhabitants  were 
forced  to  fetch  their  water  from  a  diflant 
fpring.  The  Roman  antiquities  confift  in  con- 
iiderable  remains  of  an  amphitheatre,  the  vefti- 
ges  of  a  temple,  and  a  number  of  medals  and 
infcriptioiis. 

The  baron  has  in  this  town  only  the  right 
of  judicature  with  two  courts  of  appeal, 
and  enjoys  the  Bagliva  in  a  fingular  manner  ; 
for  the  town  pays  him  a  certain  fum  for  the 
common  pafture  lands,  which  it  afterwards 
lets  out.  The  town  has  alfo  the  following 
reniarkable  privilege,  called  II  diritto  della 

Spigtia  J 
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Bpigtia ;  at  harveft  itimt  a  number  of  poojr 
Ipeopie  ottt  of  Abruzzo^  ahd  tlie  eiiciuiija^ 
tent  vHlag;es,  come  hith&r  tp  gl^axi,  when  each 
perfon  is  obliged  to  give  the  town  k  corm^t  of 
paper  full  of  corn,  Mvhich  frequently  amonnts 
to  200  tomoli. 

Thi^  barons  of  i!he  furrounding  lordlhips  of 
Monte  Rototado^  Capriati^  AUfo,  Laatentana^ 
tand  others^  pofiefs  many  more  lighta^  aixiongll 
which  are  Ihofe  of  the  oil-preflfes^  and  nsBU.  T^t 
court  has  lately  given  a  proof  of  impartiaiity^ 
ismd  love  of  joiiice^  which  will  procure  to  it 
ev^rlalling  glory.  The  fubjefts  of  the  baron 
of  Laurenzana,  having  complained  &at  theiif 
lord  exef  cifed  privileges,  to  which  he  was  iiot 
entitled,  he  was  ordered  by  the  court  to  prove 
the  authenticity  of  his  claims  by  documents  } 
but  as  it  was  impoflible  for  'him  to  do  fo,  he 
Was  forbidden  to  exercife  his  pretended  rights 
in  future^  I  was  like  wife  aflured^  that  th« 
fame  method,  and  the  fame  proteftion^  flood 
open  to  every  fubjeft.  Should  fuch  rights 
have   a£hially  been  ufurped,  as  may  well  be 

F  f  the 
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the  { cafe  in  many  inftances^  and  fliould.  the- 
documents  of  *  the  well  founded,  privileges  not 
be  deftroyed  or  loftt  this  mode  of  reftoring  and 
lettling  the  rights  of  man»  is»  in  my  opimon^ 
much  more  noble  than  that  which  is  now 
pra^fed  by  the  prefent  apoftles  of  liberty. 
:  From  :Vena£ro  Itravelled,  in  a  two  wheel 
chaife,  26  miles,  in  three  hours  and  an  half,  ta 
Capua,  but  (aw  nothing  remarkable  upon  my 
route,  except  near  Venafro  a  magnificent  ftone 
bridgie  that  c6ndu£b  into  a  royal  wood,  twelve, 
niules  inrcircumfierence,  and  full:6f  wiM  boars^ 
where  the  king  takes  the.  diverfion  of  hunting 
once  in  dinee  years.  From  Capua  {.continued 
my  journey  to  the  metropoBsj;  and  thus  termi* 
nated  this  interefting  excurfion. 


APPENDIX. 


[   435    ] 


APPENDIX. 


'A  Cat ALOGVE  of  fucJi  Shells  as  came  to  my 
Know/edge  out  of  the  Sea,  that  bounds  the  King-^ 
JomofNAVLEs. 


Murice  Baiano  melior  Lucrina  peloris  ; 
Oflrea  Circaeis,  Miieno  oriuntur  echini ; 
^edtinibus  patulis  jadat  fe  molle  Tarentom* 

Ho&AT.  Sat,  iv.  lib,  !!•  v«  32* 


0  HELLS  formed  a  part  of  fuch  produftions 
^^  of  nature,  in  the  kingdom  of  Naples,  as 

1  wiflied  narrowly  to  examine ;  and  I  gathered 
together,  upon  fuch  parts  of  the  fea-coaft  as  l 
had  an  opportunity  of  vifiting,  not  only  as 
many  marine  bodies  as  I  could,  but  alfo  infor- 
mation as  to  their  ufual  place  of  abode,  and 
efpecially  as  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  fliells. 

F  f  2  Fortune 
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Fortune  was  particularly  favourable  to  me  at 
Naples,  and  Taranto.  In  the  capital  I  refided 
near  the  fea,  and  in  the  quarter  principally  in- 
habited by  fiflierman.  At  Taranto  I  dedicated 
moft  of  my  hours  to  that  purfuit ;  and  by  the 
powerful '  aid  of  my  worthy  friend,  the  arch* 
Itfliop,  i  formed  a  fine  coUe£ticm  in  diat  oote- 
try,  fo  fii^uhrfy  rich  in  flidls.  Althoi^h  I 
pafTed  only  two  years  in  the  whok  ki^4om, 
and  .but  a  few  days  m  moil  parts  of  it,  I  col- 
leded  fuch  a  quantity  of.  fliells,  and  amongft 
them  fo  many,  wliich  have  hitliertobieen  deem- 
ed foreign,  tiitft  I  conceive  myii^  |uftified  in 
communicating  a  catalogue  of  them  ta  th^ 
lovers  of  natural  hiftory.  And  this  I  the 
fooner  undertake,  as  the  writers,  who  have 
treated  of  the  flielis  in  the  Mediterrartean, 
feem  to  have  been  unacquainted  with  many  of 
tbofe  forts  which  I  fhall  defcribe.  Rondele- 
tius,  who  travelled  over  all  Italy ;  Ceruto  and 
Chiocco,tbe  defcribers  of  Calceolarian  mufcum; 
the  indefatigable  Aldovrandi  ^  the  laborious 
Buonanliij  who  was  very  particularly  acqtiainted 

with 


mliAk  the  pTodu6tiona  of  the  Neapjolitaui  fea; 
;and  Valifnieri^  who  eftablifhed  correfpondencea 
at  Taranto  for  the  purpofe,  knew  not  that  the 
greater  p^rt  of  the  fliells,  hereafter  defcrihed, 
were  inhabitants  of  the  Mediterranean.  More 
is  made  known  to  us  by  later  writers,  and  efpe- 
cially  by  Gualtieri,  whofe  work  has  been  infi-p 
nitely  ufeful  to  me's  but  would  have  been  much 
more  ferviceable  had  be  fumiihed  us  with  tlft 
abodes  of  his  (hells.  The  Opere  Pofthume  of 
Count  Ginafmi  contain  much  excellent  infbr« 
matioQ,  ^s  I  lejarn  from  Martini's  "  Cabinet  of 
Shells."  Giovanni  Bianchi  treats  chiefly  of  tb^ 
productions  of  the  Adriatic,  which  for  the  moft 
part  might  be  found  upon  the  Neapolitan 
coafts,  but  of  which  he  has  unfortunately  dOr 
fcribed  only  a  few.  Neither  have  the  authors 
refident  in  the  kingdom,  or  fuch  as  have  treated 
only  of  the  marine  bodies  to  be  found  thei^, 
been  in  any  degree  acquainted  ^ith  all  the 
treafures  that  lie  hidden  in  thofe  feas.     ' 

Fabius  Columna,  who  was  a  long  time  pro?- 

feffor  at  Naples,  publiihed  at  Rome,  in  1606, 

F  f  3  a  quarto 
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a  quarto  edition  of  his  obfervatioot  upon  the 
biftoiy  of  fome  land  and  water  animaK  and^ 
in  1 61 6,  a  quarto  treatife  upon  the  purpura, 
imd  fome  other  fhell  fi(h ;  but  however  effima- 
ble  thefe  performances  maybe^  they  are&ttle 
iatisfiaL&ory  to  the  natural  hiftorian^  on  account 
of  the  few  Ihell  fifli  they  defcribe. 
:.  Ferrante  Imperati  has  alfo  faid  but  little 
Upon  the  fubjed  of  (hells^  in  his  twenty  books 
relative  to  natural  hiftory. 

Bohadfch^  whor'made  feveral  remarlij  in  the 
kingdom  of  Naples,  has  communicated  to  lUs 
fome  ingenious,  but  (hort,  obfervations  upon 
marine  animals,  in  his  work  *'  De  qiiibufdam 
Animalibus  Marinis,  nondum  vel  minus  Notis, 
eorumque  proprietatibus ;  cum  Figuris,"  pub- 
lifted  in  quarto,  at  Drefden,  in  176 1. 

Antonio  Minafi,  a  Dominican  Friar  of  Scilla, 
in  Calabria,  is  well  known  on  account  of  his 
paflion  for  natural  hiftory,  and  has  publifhed 
feveral  obfervations  made  by  him  upon  fifli  and 
fliells  with  much  patience  and  attention ;  but 
it  is  to  be  regretted  that  he  is  not  fyftemati* 

cally 
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cally  acquainted  with  that  fcieiice.  The  tranl* 
lator  and  editor  of  the  Deliciae  Tareixtinae,  h,  • 
however,  principally  indebted  to  him  for  the 
notes  relative  to  the  (hell  fifh.;  I  have  patiently 
perufed  that  publication,  and  extrafted  much 
ufeful  matter  out  of  ^  vaft  mafs  of  unprofitable 
erudition. 

The  Chevalier  Jofeph  Gioeni,  of  Catanea 
in  Sicily,  has  alfo  publiflied  a  fmall  but  com- 
prchenfive  work  in  this  branch,  bearing, the 
following  title :  *^  Defcrizione  di  una  nuova 
Famiglia  e  di  un  nuovo  Genere  di  Teftacei, 
trovati  riell  Littorale  di  Catanea,  da  Giufeppe 
Gioeni  Cav.  deir  ordine  Gcrofol.  con  qualche 
Offervazioni  fopra  una  Spezia  di  Oftrichei* 
printed  at  Naples  in  1783,  and  making  a  pam- 
phlet of  thirty-four  pages,  with  an  engraving. 
But  as  his  obfervations  are  to  be  incorporated 
in  the  great  work  upon  conchology,  of  which 
I  (hall  prefently  lii^ke  metitlon,  I  (hall  here 
pafs  over  them  in  filence. 

Tib.  Cavolini,  who  is  well  known  hy  his 
■\  Memorie  per  Servire  alia  Storia  de*  Polypi^ 

F  f  4  Marini, 


have  hitherto  been  deenied  peculiar  to  the  feai 
of  the  other  quarters  of  the  world,  are  alfe 
to  be  found  in  the  Mediterranean  ^  but  as  1 
carefully  ^Xfflfnlned  the  fpecimens,  I  can  aflert 
that  except  x\it  fizp,  land  fometimes  the  bril- 
liancy  of  the  colours,  many  fliells  are  to  be 
found  }n  our  feaij,  that  ftte  ufu^Uy  fought  for 
in  the  moil  diftant  regioni^.  Such  fpecimens 
^  are  of  a  peculiarly  large  fi^e^  I  meafured  hf 
the  French  foot,  or  pied  du  roi.  I  have  cited 
no  other  delineation^  than  what  I  found  in 
Gualtierij  and  the  ^*  Compleat  Cabinet  of 
Shells,"  by  Martini,  a  work  that  anfwers  the 
purpofe  of  a  whole  library.  Of  fuch  of  my 
fpecimens  as  were  not  to  be  found  in  thofe 
works,  or  were  ftrikingly  different  from  thofe 
therein,  I  have  given  reprefentations,  with 
which  I  hope  my  readers  will  be  fatisfied. 
But  as  this  catalogue  is  a  very  trifling  contri- 
bution to  the  knowledge  of  the  natural  hiftory 
of  the  Mediterranean,  I  fliall  refer  all  lovers  of 
f  on<:hology  to  two  performance^  that  are  about 

to 
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to  appear  in  Italy,  and  will  enrich  fcicnce  with 
many  novel  obfervations. 

The  one  is  to  be  publiflied  by  the  Abbe 
Giafeppe  Oliva,  under  the  title  of  **  Catalogo 
ragionato  degli  Animali  e  de'  Vegetabili  dell* 
Golfo  e  delle  Lagune  Venete;  and  I  learn 
from  Italy  that  the : Abbe  Oliva  is  a  naturalift, 
from  whom  the  moft  important  obfervations 
may  be  expefted.  The  other  work  is  prepar* 
ing  by  the  tutor  of  the  royal  heir'  apparent  of 
.the  Two  Sicilies,  Giufeppe  Poli,  who  is  the 
only  perfon  in  the  kingdom,  except  the  Che* 
valier  Gioeni,  that  poffeffes  a  cabinet  of  (hells 
worth  vifiting,  and  who  has  undertaken  to  give 
the  world  a  defcription  of  the  fhells  found  in  the 
feas  appertaining  to  his  native  country,  under 
the  title  of  "  Teftacea  utriufque  Siciliae,  eorum- 
que  Hiftoria  et  Anatome,  Tabulis  aeneis  illuf- 
tratra." 

Intheintroduftion  to  his  propofals,he  fays  that 
the  want  of  good  defcriptions  of  fhell  fifh,  the 
abundance  of  thofe  animals  in  the  feas  that  bathe 

the 
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ihe  (hdres  of  his  native  country,  and  the  admira- 
ble opportunities  he  has  had,  during-  feveral- 
years,  not  only  of  acquiring,  examining,  and 
diffefting  thofe  animals,  but  alfo  of  watching- 
their  mode  of  life  in  the  fea  itfelf,  have  jnjjuced 
him  to  undertake  this  important  and  laboribus 
work.  It  is  to  be  divided  into  three  pafts; 
and,  exclufive  of  the  preface,  is} to  begin  with 
an  introdudion  to  the  ftudy  of  conchology,  in 
which  the  auther  will  eftablifh  the  fundamental 
principles  of  the  teftaceology,  zoology,  and 
phyfiology  of  fhell  fifh.  The  faftiion  or  ftrufture 
of  the  fhells  is  then  to  be  confidered,  with  the 
progrefs  of  their  increafe  in  a  like  proportion 
with  the  fifh  that  they  contain.  The  true 
origin  of  pearls  will  here  be  pointed  out,  every 
thing  relative  to  the  formation  of  the. (hells 
will  be  chemically  diflerted  upon,  and  fuc- 
ceeded  by  a  (hort  explanation  of  the  anatomy 
of  (hell  fifh.  This  will  be  followed  by  an  en- 
quiry into  the  Linnaean  mode  of  claffing  the 
mollufcae,  in  which  certain  defefts- will  be 
pointed  out,   and  the  author's  new  method 

commu- 
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communieated.  Some  remarks,  grounded  upon 
repeated  experiments,  upcHi  the  muicular  force 
of  thofe  animals,  the  properties  of  their  blood, 
and  their  mode  of  drawing  breathy  will  then 
be  offered ;  and  the  introdu£lion  will  conckuie 
with  an  explanation  of  the  technical  terms  ufed 
in  the  firft  part  i  and  fuch  an  explanation  wUl 
be  given  with  each  part. 

The  author,  following  the  Linnsean  fyftem, 
profeffes  to  treat  firft  of  the  raultivalves,  fe-» 
condly  of  the  bivalves,  and  thirdly  of  the  uni-» 
valves.  The  (hells,  as  well  as  animals  of  each 
clafs,  are  to  be  accurately  determined  and  de- 
fcribed  y  all  the  obfervations  which  the  author 
{furniftied  with  the  baft  magnifying  glaffes  and 
inftruments)  made,  as  well  in  diffe£ting  them, 
as  in  difcovering  their  modes  of  life,  and  places 
of  abode,  are  fully  to  be  related,  and  fuch  of 
the  old  authors  as  have  treated  upon  each  fort, 
fare  to  be  referred  to.  In  Ihort,  the  author 
feems  determined  to  give  the  moft  compleat 
hiftory  of  every  fpecies  to  be  mentioned  in  his 
book.    Not  only  the  fhells,  but  their  inhabit 

tant^ 


taats  are  to  be  ddiiffleated  in  a  great  variety  of 
copper  plates,  and  the  work  is  to  t>e  txna» 
inented  Hvath  fuch  head  ^»id  tail-pieces  as  zn^ 
analogtfus  to  the  kk^e£i.  The  teKt  Is  to  be  ki 
JLatin,  £&r  the  accommodatioa  of  the  feamed 
of  all  nations;  but  at  the  clofe  of  each  v^luaae 
it  is  inteaded  to  give  a  Freiich  and  Latin  «x«* 
platiation  of  the  plates.  Hie  .firft  volume^  coo* 
taimng  the  multivalves  and  bivalves,  will  be 
delivered  at  three  different  times ;  and  the 
whole  vfrwk  is  to  be  printed  with  the  incom- 
parable types  of  the  Bodoni  prefs  at  Parma. 

According  to  the  language  of  thefe  propo- 
fals,  the  author  feems  to  infinuate,  that  his  per- 
formance will  contain  a  variety  of  obfervations 
entirely  novel,  fo  that  it  highly  merits  the 
attention  of  every  naturalift.  It  is  to  be  la« 
mented  that,  according  to  the  prefent  mode  of 
fpeculation,  all  Italian  treatifes  upon  natural 
hiftory  (liould  be  rendered  extremely  dear  by 
the  coftHnefs  that  attends  their  publication. 
But  I  hope  that  fome  able  perfon,  well  ac- 
quainted with  conchology,  will  make  a  con* 
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cife  abridgment  of  the  above  work,  in  which 
every  thing  new  and  mterefting  will  be  fepa- 
rated  from  the  extenfive  dlfplay  and  ufelefs 
load  of  erudition  fo  common  to  the  Italians. 
i  **!  muft  not  omit  faying,  that  the  above  work 
May  be  fubfcribed  for  at  the  Royal  Parma 
Prefs ;  at  Elmfley's,  in  London  ;  at  Ochi'sj  in 
Venice  ;  at  Terres's,  at  Naples ;  and  at  Mo- 
lini's,  at  Florence.  Whoever  (according  to 
the  excife  expreffion  in  the  propofals)  wiflies 
to  pay  ^  a  great  deal/  may  have  copies  with 
coloured  plates,  upon  making  application  in 
due  feafon. 

1791. 
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CATALOGUE  OF  SHELLS- 


I. 

SIMPLE   UNIVALVES. 


DENTALIUM. 


I.  TT^NTALIS.    Linn.  Edit.  XIII.  Syft. Nat. 

-■^  Teftacea,  fp.  786.  Martini's  compleat 
Cabinet  of  Shells,  tom.i.  tab.  i.  fig.  i.  From 
Taranto,  where  I  alfo  found  the  variety  with  ia 
perfectly  fmooth  (hell  and  red  apex,  as  men- 
tioned in  Martini,  loc.  cit.  fig.  2. 

2.  Politum.  Linn.  788.  Mart.  t.  i.  tab.  i. 
fig.  3.  a.    Taranto. 

3.  Craf' 
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3,  Crajfum^,  Gualt.  Muf.  tab.  lo.  lit  H* 
Mart  L  I.  tab.  i-  fig*  4.  Tefta  re£la  continui 
ftriata,  Taranto.  They  have  very  prominent 
Ariie^  are  liajf  an  kuc\i  in  diameter,  and  ar^ 
either  earth  coloured^  or  yelloWi 

4-  Elephant inum.  Linn.  7^3.  Mart,  t-  i. 
tab,  I,  fig-  5,  6.  My  fpecimen  are  red^  ind  ndt 
green. 

SERPULA, 

5.  EreSla.  Mart-  torn*  i.  tab-  i.  %.  12,  S^ 
Tefta  fubflexuofa  laevi^  nitidiffima  alba.  Ta*^ 
ran  to. 

6.  Serpula  intiotina.  Mart*  t.  i.  tab.  %.  ^g- 19* 
Tefta  con  tort  a,  crafla>  rugofa,  albida,  intua 
la£vi>  Taranto.  In  thefe  fhcUs,  the  whirls  or 
twifts  arc  various  \  and  fome  arc  fliining  within. 

7.  Glomerata.  Linn.  800.  Mart.  l.i.  tab.  ^4 
fig.  23.    Taranto* 

8.  Contorta  plicata.  Linn.  799.  Mart.  t»  L 
tal).  3.  fig.  24.  a.    They  are  very  frequent,  and 

*  The  naonos  in  Itaitcsi  bebg  not  xnentioned  bf  Unn^tisi 
are  only  given  by  n^e,  until  they  are  more  fyftematieallj 
claffcd. 

of 
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of  various  kinds,  in  every  part  of  the  Mediter- 
ranean. 

PATELLA. 

9.  Scijfa.  Tefta  integra  6vata  fub  Conica 
ilriat^  fub  albida  fiiTura  labiata  laterati.  Ta« 
ranto.  It  belongs  to  the  oval  fpecies  of  lim- 
pet,  entire  at  the  top,  and  having  a  fmooth 
border;  is  finely  ftriated  on  the  outfide,  of  a 
whitifli  yellow,  With  a  perfectly  white  apex^ 
and  of  a  glofly  white  within.  It  differs  from 
what  I  have  feen,  by  a  crack  or  aperture,  ex- 
tending almoft  three  lines  from  the  edge  to- 
wards the  apex,  and  terminating  within  fide 
like  a  tubercle.  As  a  fpecies  to  me  unknown, 
I  have  ren  it  in  fig.  i.  pi.  VL  It  is  need- 
lefs  to  prove  that  it  has  nothing  in  common 
with  the  patella  fiflura  of  Linnseus. 

10.  Tarentina.  Mart.  t.  i.  tab.  8.  fig.  62. 
Tefta  ovata  compreffa,  margine  inequali,  apice 
acuto,  radiis  fufcis.  Taranto.  Although  I  fiiC- 
pe£t  it  to  be  the  fame  as  the  figure  in  Martini, 
its  great  beauty,  and  a  certain  variety,  have 

G  g  induced 


II.  Graniilaris.  Linn.  756.  Naples  and  Ta- 
iaat)i»  I  xecdfed  from  Taranto  a  variety  men- 
tiosied  «Ifb  Iblffort.  t.  i.  tab.  8.  fig.  63 ;  but_ 
mow  1»  &aipeit*A  inflead  of  yeHoMT.  i  . 

»♦.  Cfcndftifcy  it^nn- 7^9.   Taranto. 

t}.  iiutqgpltoi.  Linn.  761.    Mart.  t.  i.  fobT] 
KO*  fig.  ibf-^rdls  but  beil  defcribed  in  Gual- 
timi,  taWf.  St.  w.    Taranto.     ..     . 

14.  Crwci.  LJtin,  780.    Mart  1. 1.  t»H.  it^ 
^  98  t9  liibi  ftequent  upoa  all  the  fliores  oj 
die  Ida|;dom«f  Nbples. 


IL 
TURBINATED   UNIVALVES. 


ARGONAUTA. 

15.  ARGON.   Linn.  271.    Mart.  t.  i.  tab, 
J  7.  fig.  157.    One  of  my  fpecimens,  that  is 

fix 


fix  belies  long,  exaftly  corfefponds  whh  this  '^ 
figure;  but  another,  fmaller,  and  ad  white  as 
foow,  is  like  fig.  156,  except  that  the  teeth 
ate  black,  tod  that  not  only  the  keel,  but  alfo 
the  ftripes  and  furrows  bordering  thereon,  have 
a  brownifh  fliade.  Thefe  ftiells  are  not  un- 
common in  the  bays  of  Taranto  and  Salerno, 
and  upon  the  coaft  of  Scllla ;  and  though  I 
hope  that  Poll  will  give  us  a  compleat  hiftoty 
of  their  inhabitants,  I  cannot  help  mentioning 
what  Father  Mlnafi  fays  of  them,  in  the  notes 
to  the  Deliciae  Tarentinae.  Befides  eight  feet, 
the  animal  has  ten  mucilaginous  fort  of  fila- 
ments, fome  whereof  are  fhort,  and  others  A 
foot  long,  and  hang  out  upon  either  fide  of  the 
(hell,  when  it  fwims.  It  not  only  poflefies  be- 
tween the  two  fore  feet  a  fldn,  which  it  ufes  as 
a  fail,  but  on  each  fide  is  a  fimilar  membrane 
that  may  be  drawn  out  to  the  breadth  of  two 
fingers.  Minafi  aflerts  that  the  animal  is  faft^* 
ened  to  the  (hell,  and  that  he  has  feen  the 
fibres  which  bind  it  thereto  1  but  he  does  not 
deny  that  they,  as  well  as  the  animal  itfelf^ 
G  g2  vc 
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arc  of  fo  frail  a  texture  as  to  be  very  eafily 
fepars^ted.    He  obferved  at  the  mouth  a  great 
number  of  antennae  in  the  fhape  of  feet;  and 
he  particularly  examined  into  its  method  of 
moving.     When  it  wants  to  raife  itfelf  from 
the  bottom  to  the  furface  of  the  fea,  it  witl> 
draws  into  its  (hell,  whofe  orifice  is  turned  to- 
wards the  ground ;  and  the  feet  being  drawn 
up,  like  a  compreffed  fpring,  to  the  Dody  which 
lies  clofe  to  the  ground,  are  fo  fuddenly  and 
forcibly^^ftretched  out,  that  the  animal  and  fhell 
are  raifed  towards  the  furface  of  the  water ;  at 
the  fame  timeut  difcharges  bubbles  of  air  out 
of  its  eight  feet,  and  moving  out  of  the  fhell^ 
rows  with  its  feet,  and  thus  condufts  itfelf  to 
the  furface,  whilft  one  outftretched  foot  keeps 
the  fhell  in  its  proper  direftion.    As  foon  as 
it  gains  the  furface  of  the  water,  it  turns  the 
fliell,  expands  its  fail,  ufes  its  eight  feet  as 
oars,  hangs  out  its  flefliy  part  by  way  of  rudder, 
and  from  thence  ftretches  the  above-mentioned 
filaments  into  the  water.     In  general  this  An- 
gular navigator  vifits  the  folitary  harbours,  when 

the 
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the  fea  is  quite  ftill,  at  the  fultry  noontide,  and 
catches  little  fifh  and  infe£ts  in  its  filaments, 
which  it  fpreads  out  like  a  net.  As  foon  ar 
it  makes  any  booty,  or  that  the  furface  of  the 
fea  begins  to  be  ruffled,  but  more  efpecially 
when  it  cSfcovers  an  enemy,  it  draws  in  its  fail, 
oars,  and  net,  lets  fome  water  into  its  veffel, 
and  inftantly  defcends.  Alftieft  all  thefe  obfer- 
vations  were  confirmed  to  me  at  Naples,  Ta** 
ranto,  and  in  Sicily, 

CONUS. 

16.  Virgo.  Linn. 294.  Mart.  t.ii.  tab. 53. fig. 
585 — 5  86 .  Taranto  affords  the  perfeftly  white, 
the  yellowiih,  and  thofe  with  a  blue  apex< 

17.  Jafpis.  Mart.  t.  ii.  tab.  ^^.  fig.  612. 
Tefta  bafi  rotundata  tota  lutea  fafcia  alba:  an« 
fra£Ubus  albis.  Although  Martini  fays  the 
fmall  yellowiih  cones  with  a  white  fafcia, 
which  he  received  from  the  Spanifh  fea,  were 
only  damaged  fpecimens,  refembling  his  conus 
jafpis,  I  fliall  conclude  the  above  under  that 
diftinftion.  I  cannot  however  comprehend  how 
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this  and  the  two  following  cones,  fo  frequent 

in  the  Mediterranean,  Qiould  have  efcaped  th« 

.  notice  of  fo  many  conchologifta,     .tmlA'iibl^'-v 

i8.  Olivaceus.  Mart,  U  ii;  tab.  55^  fig-  613^ 

.  Tefla  laevi  elongatat  tota  olivacea  albo  macu* 

l^tft  et  fafciatai  fpira  acuminata^  prima  m^r 

CuHs  fufcis  cin&aj  apertura  violacea^  margino 

fafciaque  alba,   Taranto.    This  cone  would  bo 

very  like  Martini *s  figure,  if  it  were  adorned 

with  celeftial  blue  clouds,  rnj^ic  ut  A 

1 9.  Hutnilis.  Tefta  gibtSi  tota  fufca,  fafcia  alba, 
anfrachibufque  albis,  bafi  rotundata  cylindro 
duplo,  longiore  quam  fpira.  Tar  an  to  and  Na- 
pks/  My  books  fay  nothing  of  this  cone,  which 
is  two  inche$  in  length.  When  poliflied  it  is 
very  glofly^  and  clouded  rather  grey.  The  ori* 
fice^  with  a  white  border,  is  either  brown  or 
blue. 

_,,gp.  Monachus.   it-inn-  304.   Mart,  t,  ii.  tab, 
55t;  6g.  6 1 2 ,  d .    Taranto, 


U^i 
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t^t.  Lurida.  l4nn.  335,  Mart  t.  L  tab«  304 

*  fig* 


fig-  3' 5-^  ^^  common,  vitl^  and  witbput; 
fafcia,  and  two.  inches  long.  •   ♦ 

ZZ.  Siciliana.  Mvt  t  i,  tab.  %*].  figj.  ^67—8. 
TefU  fubturbinata  (ut  lurids^)  laevi  Xiibflav^  hS^ 
Ciis  pallidipribus  albo  guttata  fubtus  croceat: 
fauce  amethiftea.  There  are  m^my  y^rieties^ 
which  have  all  a  beautiful  glofs. 

23.  Pediculus.  Linn,  364.  Mart.  t.  i.  tab. 
«9.  %.  399*    Taranto, 

isUI^LA. 

%j^.  Spelta.  Linn,  372.  Mart.  t.  i.  tsib.  Z3. 
fig.  215,  216.  Taranto.  My  fpeciments  are  of 
a  ydlowiih  colour,  with  a  white  rim  and  lips. 

$5.  Ampulla,  ynn.  378.  Mart.  t.  i.  tab» 
ZQ%.  fig.  202 — 5.    Taranto. 

26.  Lignaria  Linn.  379.  Mart.  t.i.  tab.  21. 
fig.  195.    Naples, 

27.  Soluta.  Mart.  t.  x.  tab.  146.  fig.  1355. 
No.  I,  2,  3.  Tefta  fubcylindrica  cornea  fra* 
giliflima  pellucida,  fpira  manifefta,  margine 
acuto,  anfra&u  fulcato,  apcrtura  fupra  effufa, 

G  g  4  CoUumella 


GoIIuinellapatente!.  I'aranto.   This  yery  pretty 
ihell  18  ten  lines  long. 

28.  Pa/fyracea.  Mart.t.L  tab.jti.  fig.  199* 
Tefta  fubovata,  fragilifBma^  umbilicata,  alba, 
apertunt  fupra  effiifa*  Tarantt).  From  fix  to 
eight  lines  long. 

VOJLUTA. 

%g.  Oliva.  Linn.  399.  This  variety  is  im>' 
where  delineated  in  Martini*  It  meafures  an 
inch  and  three  quarters,  has  a  yellowiih  ground 
with  white  fpots,  ftieaks,  mouth,  and  lips. 
Taranto. 

30.  Mercatoria.  Linn.  469.  Mart.  t.  ii.  tab.- 
44.  fig.  452  to  458.  Almoft  every  part  of  the 
Neapolitan  fhore  abounds  with  an  extraordi- 
nary variety  of  thefe  (hells ;  but  the  moft  beau- 
tiful are  the  yellow,  and  the  violet,  each  having 
white  fpots  and  drops. 

31.  Ruftica.  Linn.  410.  Mart.  torn.  ii.  tab. 
44.  fig.  469 — ^470.     Taranto. 

32.  Caffra.  Linn.  420.  Mart,  t.iv,  tab.  148. 
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fig.  1369.  Taranto.  Mine  has  not  fuch  lively 
colours  as  the  above  figure.  Some  are  dark 
brown,  with  a  yellowi(h  brown  band, 

33.  BuHofa.  Mart;  t.x.  tab.  150.  fig.  1409. 
Gualt.  tab.  27.  Tefta  fubcylindrica  fragili,  ni- 
tidiffima  fpira  obtufa,  CoUumella  quadriplicata; 
apertura  eflFufa.  Taranto.  Except  in  fize  it 
much  refembles  the  one  defcribed  by  Gual- 
tieri ;  but  as  it  does  not  perfeftly  correfpond 
with  Martini's^  I  have  given  it  in  plate  VL 

%  3- 

BUCCINUM. 

34.  Galea.  Linn.  439.  Mart.  t.  iii.  tab.  1 16. 
fige  1070.  Is  found  in  various  places,  and  fome- 
times  as  big  as  a  man's  head.  ^ 

^^.  Dolium.  Linn.  442.  Mart.  t.  iii.  tab. 
J 18.  fig.  1082.    Very  common  near  Taranto. 

36.  Echinophorum.  Linn.  443.  Mart.  t.  ii. 
tab.  41.  fig.  407 — ^408.  This  is  one  of  the  moft 
common  (hells  in  the  Neapolitan  fea.  They 
are  of  ftrong  and  weak  mixtures  of  colours.  I 
alfo  got  at  Naples  the  variety.  No.  11,  of 
Martini ;  loc.  cit. 

37.  Areola. 
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37.  Areola*  Linn.45i.  Gualt.tab.39.Iit.B« 
N5if  les.  Oae  of  ray  fpecimens,  three  iiK:he« 
long,  comes  neareft  to  the  figure  ^nd  defcrip^ 
tion  of  Gualtieri;  but  a  (mailer  ha^  a  ftill 
greater  refemblance  to  that  in  Martina  U  U0 
tab.  34.  fig.  351-— 35^,  except  that  it  U  pey^ 
fe6Uy  white. 

38.  Mutabile.  Linn.  460*  Gualt.  tab.  44, 
lit.  B.  Naples.  The  colours  of  my  fpecimfiQf 
are  extremely  Yarious.  I  have  white,  whitf 
and  yellow  fpotted,  browni(h  yellow,  and  brown 
and  black  fpotted. 

39.  Reticulatum.  Linn.  476.  Gualt^  tab.  44. 
lit.  E.  ^  There  are  white  with  brown  fpots,  an4 
brown  with  whitifti  yellow  clouds.    Taranto. 

40.  Nafu/a.    Mart.  t.  iv.  tab.  144.  fig.  11 62 
— 3.    Gualtieri,  tab.  44.  lit.  c.     Tefta  parva, 

canaliculata,  fulcata,  rugofa,  ftriata,  lineis  cir- 
cularibus  albidis  et  fufcis.    Taranto. 

STROMBUS. 

41.  Pes  Pelicani.  Linn.  490.  Mart.  t.  iii. 
tab.  85.  fig.  848  to  850.   Gualt.  tab.  SS-  lit-  a. 

B.  C. 


8.  c.  This  very  commoa  fhell  is  foumj  as  well 
with  fcattered  fingle  fpines,  ^s  with  thofe  coa* 
nefled  together  by  a  flcin. 

42.  Turricuk.  Mart,  ti  iv.  tab.  149.  fig.  1385 
and  1390,  Gualt.  tab,  ^%.  lit.  f.  Tefta  canali- 
culata,  acuminata,  d^ntata,  raris  et  eminenti- 
bus  ftrii^  circumdata.  Yellow  and  black,  white 
and  dark  brgWnifli,  white  and  red.  Taranto ; 
where  alfo  I  found  the  one  mentlpned  in  Mar* 
tini,  locp  cit.  fig.  1373  and  1379^ 

MUREX. 

43.  Brandaris.  Linn.  1^21.  Mart.  t.  iii.  tab. 
1 14.  fig.  1058  and  1059,  Gualt.  tab.  30.  lit-^F. 
This  is  likewife  found  upon  moft  of  the  Nea- 
politan coafts.  I  have  fpecimens  from  Taranto 
that  exaftly  correfpond  with  th<5  figure  in  Gual- 
tieri,  and  are  of  the  greateft  beauty  on  account 
of  their  very  perfeft  fpines.  The  inhabitant  of 
this  (hell,  as  well  as  of  the  purpura,  is  in  gene- 
ral the  moft  voracious  of  all  ihell  fifli,  and  fo 
ravenous  as  to  attack  even  the  fhells  taken  in 
the  nets,  by  wkich  means  it  alfo  becomes  the 

/  prey 
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prey  of  the  fifhermen ;  and  hence  the  faying^ 
"  Edaciores  purpuris/*  Of  this  fort  of  fliell 
confifts  nearly  the  entire  hill  upon  the  ftiore  of 
the  Mare  Piccolo  at  Taranto,  called  by  the  in- 
habitants Monte  Teftaceo,  This  circumftance, 
and  the  favoorite  tradition  in  the  town  that  the 
purple  dye  was  there  prepared,  have  induced 
me  to  think  that  it  might  have  been  procured 
from  this  fhell-fifli*  I  am  far  from  undertaking 
a  critical  examination  of  this  fubjeft,  efpecially 
as  it  has  been  amply  treated  by  Amati,  In  his 
work  '*  De  reftitutione  Purpurarum/'  and  by 
the  Chevalier  Rofa,  in  his  treatife  *'  Delle  For- 
pore  e  delle  Materie  veftiarie ;"  and  as  both 
Oliva  and  Poli  will  probably  examine  the  qucC- 
tion  with  the  greateft  accuracy,  and  more  pre- 
cifely  determine  what  were  the  fhell-fiOi  em- 
ployed by  the  ancients  for  procuring  the  pur- 
ple dye.  I  (hall  only  remark,  that  fome  very 
imperfe£l  experiments,  made  at  Taranto  with 
the  inhabitant  of  the  murex  brandaris,  have 
proved  that  a  colour  like  purple  is  to  be  pro- 
cured from  that  animal.    It  may  be  faid,  that 

as 
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as  the  Romans  were,  according  to  Martial^  ex- 
tremely fond  of  that  fifli,  the  above-mentioned 
great  heap  of  fhells  may  be  nothing  more  than 
a  monument  of  their  gluttony  5  but  in  that 
cafe  we  fhould  find  many  heaps  of  other  (hells, 
whofe  inhabitants  were  equally  precious  to 
them,  and  which  are  alike  abundant  at  Ta- 
ranto.  The  experiments  of  the  Abbe  Oliva 
(communicated  by  him  in  the  fixth  article  of  the 
fourteenth  part  of  the  Opufcoli  felti  di  Milano) 
prove  indeed  th^t  the  buccinum  echinopho- 
rum,  the  buccinum  lapillus,"the  helix  janthina, 
and  the  area  nucleus,  likewife  produce  a  pur- 
ple liquor ;  but  I  am  inclined  to  believe  that 
the  various  tints  which  the  ancients  knew  how 
to  give  to  their  wool,  are  to  be  afcribed  as 
much  to  the  difference  of  the  fliell-fifh  they  em- 
ployed, as  to  the  mode  of  preparation. 

44.  Trunculus.  Linn.  522.  Mart,  t.  iii.  tab* 
109.  fig.  10 1 8  to  1020.  This  is  very  common 
in  the  Neapolitan  feas,  both  with  and  without 
teeth,  and  is  fometimes  white  with  bright  red 
fafciae,  and  fometimes  with  dark  brown  ones. 

A  cane. 
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A  cane,  bernard.  Linn,  had  eftabliflied  itfelf  in 
one  of  thefe  (hells :  they  are  frequently  found 
in  the  porcellanx,  coni,  and  cvlindri;  and  after 
various  obfervations,  it  appears  that  they  not 
only  fix  themfelves  in  empty  (hells,  but  even 
de(h'oy  the  inhabitants,  in  order  to  become  pof-^ 
feflTors  of  their  dwellings. 

45.  Pileare.  Linn,  534.  Mart.  t.iv.  tab.  130. 
fig.  X246  to  1249.  Cualt.  tab.  49.  lit.  a.  This 
fhell  is  not  infrequent  in  the  Neapolitan  fea^ 
jind  is  generally  white,  with  browni(h  red  fpoti 
upon  the  lips;  though  the  whole  ground  h 
fometimes  of  a  reddi(h  yellow,  with  white  raifed 
ftriae.  There  are  other  varieties  in  the  form  and 
(Irufture,  of  a  very  neat  compofition. 

46.  Rubecula.  Linn.  536.  Mart.  t.  iv.  tab. 
123.  fig.  1260.  Gualt.  tab.  49.  lit.  f.  and  i* 
There  are  alfo  fpecimens  of  a  glofTy  brown, 
with  white  tubercles. 

"Parthenojieus,  Mart.  t.  iv.  tab.  131.  fig.  1252 
— 3.  My  fpecimen  correfponds  exaftly  with 
Chemnitz's  defcription ;  but  as  there  is  a  dif- 
ference in  the  figure,  I  have  given  it  in  pi.  VIL 

fig. 
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fig.  4.  It  might  be  thus  fyftematically  de- 
fcribed;  tefta  coftata  tuberculata  fubventricofa, 
Sipertura  oblongha  roftrata,  labro  duplicate. 
As  I  had  it  out  of  the  bay  of  Naples,  I  hazard 
giving  it  the  above  appell^tloti. 

48.  Reticularis.  Linti,  53J5.  Mztt.  t.  iv.  tab. 
128.  fig.  1118.  Gualt.  tab.  50.  lit.  a.  This 
beautiful  fhell  comes  likewife  out  of  the  bay 
of  Naples,  and  meafulres  neariy  four  inches. 
The  ground  is  milk  white,  with  bright  Vermil- 
lion cheeks.  As  the  colours  are  much  more 
lively  than  thofe  of  Martini's,  and  as  my  fpeci- 
men  wants  the  roW  of  round  tubercles  upon 
the  firft  wreath,  I  have  given  it  in  pi.  VII. 

fig-5- 

49.  Javanus.  Linn.  550.  Mart,  t.  iv.  tab. 
>43.  fig.  1434  and  145^^  Taranto.  Linnasus's 
defcription  exa£Hy  correfponds  with  my  fpeci- 
men ;  but  the  figure  in  Martmi  is  without  the 
circuli  nodofi. 

50.  Fufiformis.  Tefta  turrita,  tuberculata, 
roftro  flexuofo  incurvato,  labro  intus  crenu- 
lato.  Naples.    This  fhell  comes  neareft  that 

in 
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in  Martini,   t.  iv.    tab.  146.    fig.  1349^  axid 

51.  SanSi^e  LucU.  Tefta  fufifbrmi,  rqftro 
re£to  longiore,  labio  intus  crenulato,  fpiris  te- 
nuiflime  carinatis,  anfra£tibus  nodofis.  Naples* 
This  very  elegant  fhell  appeared  to  me  to  merit 
a  delineation.  See  pi.  VII.  fig.*  6.  It  is  not 
unlike  that  in  Martini,  t.  iv.  tab.  146.  fig.  1351 
— 2.  I  gave  it  the  above  appellation  in  honour 
of  that  quarter  of  the  city  of  Naples  which  I 
inhabited,  and  becaufe  I  received  moft  of  my 
ibells  from  the  fifhermen  who  dwell  there. 

51.  Tritonis.  Linn.  560.  Mart.  t.  iv-  tab. 
134.  fig.  1277,  and  tab.  135,  fig.  1282  and 
1283,  as  alfo  tab.  136.  fig.  1284  and  1285. 
This  fhell  is  rather  common ;  the  larger  fort 
frequently  attaining  the  length  of  ten  inches. 
I  have  it  with  the  cover. — The  above  cited 
variety  feems  to  be  a  native  of  the  bay  of 
Naples. 

^^.  Corneus.  Linn.  c^6^.  Gualt.  tab,  46. 
lit.  F.  Common  in  the  Neapolitan  fea.  The 
colour  is  generally  brown,  with  white  marks, 

and 
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and  four-cornered  fpots,  which  however  do 
not  fucceed  each  other  fo  regularly  as  upon  the 
murex  pufio;  neither  has  this  the  anfraQus 
marginibus  complanatis. 

54.  Lignarlus.  Linn.  566.  Giialt.  tab.  52.  lit.  s# 
Taranto.  The  defcription  in  Linnaeus,  and  the 
figure  in  Gualt.  correfpond  tolerably  well  with 
my  fpeoimen.  But  I  faw  no  refemblanqe  be-; 
iween  that  and  thofe  in  Martini,  t.  iv.  tab.  izi. 
fig.  1 131  and  1 132  5  tab.  123.  %g.  1134—5* 
and  tab.  143.  fig*  1334  and  1335.  They  ard 
of  an  incarnate  colour,  with  white  tubercles. 

^^.  Pofygonus.  Tefta  fubfufiformi  truncata 
polygona,  ftriata  angulofa,  fpiris  o£to  fcalatig 
medio  margine  acuto  nodofis.  Mart.  t.  iv.  tab. 
J40.  fig,  1308  and  1309.  Naples.  The  colour 
IS  white. 

56.  Syracufanus.  Linn. 568.  Mart.  U%.  tab^ 
162.  fig.  1542  and  3.  This  fhell,  which  mea* 
fiires  rather  more  than  two  inches,  is  found  in 
the  Sicilian  feas,  and  n^ar  Naples  and  Taranto^ 
and  is  either  white  and  yellow,  white  and 
brown,  or  white  and  vermillion* 

Hb  57.  Alucpi* 
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57*  Aluco.  JJntusyz.  Li(m»us^  defcnp^ 
tioD,  efpecially  in  the  muC  idtr.  is  fo  perfe^y  r 
correfpoadent)  that  all  other  references  are 
needlefs«  It  is  found  at  Naples  and  TanmtQ^. 
fometimes  with  dark  brown,  and  fometimes 
with  bright  red  fpots*  The  fixth  tubercle  oiF 
the  fiift  fpire  is  not  evidently  the  largeft  upon 
all|»  although  it  is  upon  the  greater  par(« 

5$.  ji^us.  TeftdfubtiktatenuiHiflia/'aBfrae- 
tibus  criiiulatis  fulcati^^  fpirisrciofhiradiftinfits^ 
apertura  Ixvu  Tamnto.  Mart,  t,  iv.  t^b.  i;$4ir 
fig.  1449.. 

i  59*  $tr0^i^atmis\  GrualL  tab.  5^11^' 'lit»  i>» 
Tefta  lurrita,  feabra,  hiberculcta^  albo  fofce 
pt!in£cata»  apertura  rotundata  ftrombiforml. 
Taranto. 

60.  Cancellata.  (Voluta  Linn.  413).  Gualt, 
tab,  48.  lit.  c.  Taranto.  I  hardly  dare  to 
vary  from  Linnseus;  but  this  pretty  fhel]^ 
which  he  has  fo  accurately  defcribed,  evidently 
appears  to  me  to  belong  to  this  clafs. 


TROCHUS.' 
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61.  Striatus.     Linn.    597.  Mart.  t.  v.  tfib. 
162.  fig»  1527  and  1528.    TWatito. 

.  62.  Gonplus.  Linn.  598-  Mart.  t.  v.  tab.  16^. 
fe-  ^588.  to  1591-  Naplps  and  Tar^jU?^ 
and  the  variety^  fig.  X59I9 1  procured  at  Ta^ 
ranto. 

J63.  Tejfelatus.  IVf.art.  t.  v.  tab.  166.  ^. 
^1583  to  1587.  M.  de  Bom  thus  defcribes  its 
Teii^  cc^ica,  anfr^ftibus  rptundati?,  traofyer- 
iim  ffaiatis^  qolumella  obfolete  perforata.  It  is 
common  upon  all  the  jOhores  of  the  ki^sgdom  ; 
and  it  Xeems  fc^cely  poiliUe^  that  it  fhquld 
haye  efc9pe4  the  poiif:^  of  Linnaeus.  Am<W^ 
the  endlefs  variety  df  this  £biell^  lihaB  mCv^* 
tion  only  the  following. 

a.  The  cub^c  and  regularly  placed  ipots  a^om 
.Opjythe  JiaJif  cjf  ,thej^ril  wreath.  The  Xf% 
^gether  yrith  a  part  of  the  fecond^is  bl^ck^ 
yrith  greeniih  whi.te  waves*  The  ape^  ^s 
cither  a  clear  red,  or  green. 

b.  Jhh  is  fy  beautiful,  tha,tit  is  eafier  tp^de- 
^i^,?^tlj^andefsr\i)c.    §ee^U  yiii.fi|f,7. 

.       ,  H  h  2  c.  Mart. 


c.  Mart  Loc.  tit.  fig.  1583, 

d.  Gualt.  tab.  63.  lit.  g: 

€.  This  has  irregularly  difpofed  blood-red 
ftripes  and  fpots,  upon  one  half  of  the  firft 
wreath^  and  the  reft  is  fpotted  black,  as  far  as 
the  mother  of  pearl  coloured  apex. 

64.  Zezyphinus,  Linn.  599.  Mart.  t.  v.  tab. 
166.  fig.  1592  to  1594.  Naples.  Of  various  co- 
lours. 

65.  Nanus.  Mart.  t.  v.  tab.  166.  fig.  1602. 
No.  I.  2.  3.  Taranto.  There  are  quite  white, 
and  yellow,  with  brown  fafciae. 

66.  Diadema.  Mart.  t.  v.  tab.  170.  fig.  1625. 
Tefta  fubumbilicata  coniformi,  fpiris  nodofis, 
anfraftibus  cin6lura  diftinftio,  apertura  fubar- 
gentia.  Taranto.  This  beautiful  (hell  is  grey, 
with  blackifh  longitudinal,  and  broken  fafciae. 
The  fpires  are  feparated  by  an  elevation  like 
a  pearl  necklace,  and  ftudded  with  tubercles. 
The  orifice  is  plain,  and  of  a  feeble  mother  of 
pearl  colour. 

67.  Turbiformis.  Gualt.  tab.  62.  lit.  n. 
Tefta  fubumbilicata  laevi  ex  fufoo  viridetbfenti, 

anfraftibus 


anfraftibus  linea  pun£li3  albis  et  rofeis  inter- 
ruptis  circumdatis,  fpira  prima  magis  inflata. 
Taranto.  I  think  this  fhell  is  fomewbat  allied 
to  the  Cochlea  Lu5iaris.  It  is  very  beautifully 
marked,  and,  except  the  white  lips,  has  a  mo? 
ther  of  pearl  coloured  mouth.  .    . 

68.  Magus.  Linn.  585.  Mart.  t.  v.  tab.  171. 
fig.  1656  to  1660.  Near  Naples  and  Taranto> 
in  the  following  varieties. 

a.  A  beautifully  bright  red  fhell,  with  dufky 
red  fpots.  My  fpecimen  has  no  white,  and  has 
much  more  brilliant  colours  than  that  in  Mart, 
loc.  cit.  €g,  1656  -  7.    • 

b.  White,  with  brown  fpots  upon  the  firfl: 
wreath;  the  reft  is  mother  of  pearl  colour. 
See  pL  viii.  fig.  8. 

c.  White,  with  brown  fpots  all  over  it.  Mart, 
loc.  cit.  fig,  1659. 

d.  White,  with  very  fine  red.  ftfipps. 

e.  Small,  with  white,  yellow,  and  red  fpots. 

69.  Ardens.  Mart.  t.  y;.  tab.  171.  fig.  1668. 
Tefta  umbilicata,  fpiris  fulcatis,  anfiraftibus 
diftin£lis,  apertura  argentea.     Naples.    The 

H  h  3  red 


nis  compieflis  elevatis,  bafi  ftriis  concentricis. 
Naples. 

74.  Ruber.  Mart.  t.  v.  tab.  185.  fig,  1855. 
Tefta  imperforata  convexa  laevi,  apertiira 
Totunda,  nkidiflima  tota  rubra.  Taraiito. 
Small. 

75.  Cojlatus.  Gualt.  tab.  44.  Ht.  v.  Tefta 
imperforata  fubconica,  fpiris  co(iatis3  apertura 
xotundata^  labiata,  tota  nitida  alba.  Taranto. 
Small. 

76.  Flammeus.  Tefta  imperforata,  fpiris  con- 
vexis,  apertura  ovata  integra,  tota  nitida, 
punftis,  lineis  ac  maculis  rubris  nigrifque  de* 
pii^a.     Taranto.    'See  pi.  viii.  fig.  11. 

77.  Sanguineus.  Linn.«623.  Mart.  C  v.  tab. 
177.  fig.  1756  and  1757.     Taranto. 

78.  Clathrus.  Linn.  631.  Mart.  t.  iv.  tab. 
153.  -fig.  1434  to  143^.  Near  Naples  and 
Taranto ;  either  entirely  white,  or  with  reddifh 
fpots,  or  fometimes  with  grey  yellowifh  ones. 

79.  Terebra.  Linn.  Mart.  645.  t.  iv.  tab. 
15^*  fig*  1 416.    Taranto.    Quite  white. 
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HELIX* 

8o*  Afperfa.  Mart.  t.  ix.  tab  130*%.  1 156  to 
1158.  Tcfta  imperforata  fubglobofa  lutes, 
fafciis  quatuor  rufis,  maculis  a]  bis  mtemiptis, 
hbto  candido*     Near  Naples. 

81-  Scabra.  Mart.  t.  ix-  tab.  133.  fig  ito8, 
Tefta  umbilicata,  deprefliufcula  tranfv-erfim 
fiilcata^  afpera  apertuta  fublabiata  ovata. 
Po&ftum. 

82.  Nemoralis,  Linn.  691.  Mart,  t.  9.  tab, 
132.  fig.  1196  to  1198.  Common  in  all  the 
kingdom  I  and  with  various  fafciae*  ,   * 

83.  Decollata.  Linn.  695,  Mart.  t.  9.  tab, 
136.  fig.  1254  and  5.  Taranto* 

NERITA, 

84.  Cancrena.  Linn.  715.  Mart  t.  v.  tab. 
186.  fig.  i860  and  1 86 1.  Taranto  and Naple^. 
Except  that  in  my  fpecimens,  the  cavity  of 
the  Umbilicus  is  brown,  they  are  perfeftly  like 
the  figures  in  Martini.    The  (hell   meafures 

rather 
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rather  above  an  inch  and  an  half,  and  Is  either 
of  a  bright  or  darkifh  brown  colour. 

85.  Glaucina.    Linn.  716.   Mart.  t.  v.  tab. 
186.  %.  1856  to  1859.     Naples. 

86.  PunSata.  Mart.  t.  v.  tab.  186.  fig.  i86a 
and  1863.  Tefta  umbiiicata  ovata  laevi,  punc- 
lis  diftin^is  ubique  adfperfa,  umbilicb  aperto^ 
callo  central!  attenuate.  The  bays  of  Naples 
and  Taranto  are  the  habitations  of  this  nerite. 
It  is  fometimes  ftudded  with  red,  and  fometimes 
with  brown  points;  and  there  is  a  variety 
whofe  points  run  together,  and  whofe  apex  is 
white  with  a  blue  fafcia.  The  interior  of  the 
orifice  is  violet.  Its  cover,  like  that  of  moft  of 
my  nerites,  is  white. 

87.  Ala  Pajiilionis.  Mart.  t.  v.  tab.  186.  fig. 
1868.  Tefta  umbiiicata  bvata,  pun£lis  et 
maculis  rufis  albifque  regulariter  altematiipque 
cin6la,  umbilico  fubaperto,  callo  lateral!.  Na- 
ples. As  the  large  Ala  Papilionis  has  a  Lin- 
nean  name,  this  alfo  may  be  fo  termed. 

88.  Maculata.  Mart.  t.  v.  tab.  186.  fig. 
1878  to  1880.    Tefta  umbiiicata  ovata  albida 
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tiridi  et  albo  variegsita,  foraminibus  fex  pferviisi 
labio  intertio  latiori,  fpira  compreffa.  Taranto* 
95.  Pellucida.  Tefta  ovata  utrinque  nititUu 
Taranto.  I  had  almoft  thought  it  might  be  the 
Haliotis  Midae,  of  Linnaeus  ;  but  aeither  Gual* 
tieri's  delineation,  nor  the  fea  ear,  given  under 
that  liame  by  Martini,  correfpond  p^rfeiSily  with 
mine.  It  is  of  a  mother  of  pearl  colour  614 
both  fides  of  the  (hell,  for  the  moft  part  fmooth^ 
finely  ftriped,  and  pierced  with  £xx  holes.  The 
fpire  is  raifed  and  (harp^  and  the  border  ratbet' 
broad.  The  largeft  meafures  an  inch  and  ^ 
half  in  length,  and  an  inch  in  breadth. 


III. 
BIVALVES. 


MYA 


96.  GLYCYMERIS.  Tefta  maxima  ovata 
utrinque    triante,   dente    ferratiflimo.     Mart. 

t.  vu 
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t*  vi.  tab*  3.  fig  25.  Taranto.  It  is  alfo  found  in 
other  palrts  of  the  kingdom,  and  of  confiderable 
fize.  I  have  a  half  petrified  one,  that  is  more 
than  10  inches  long.  I  fufpe£l,  but  with  no 
degree  of  certitude,  that  the  mufcles,  called  at 
Taranto,  Camadie  di  Luna,  and  at  Naples, 
Vonghole,  are  properly  the  fhell-fifti  now  be- 
fore me.  They  are  eaten  in  great  quantities, 
and  particularly  ufed  in  broths.  Whether 
the  Pelorides  of  the  Romans,  which,  according 
to  Macrobius,  were  efteemed  great  delicacies, 
be  the  above-mentioned  fhell-fifti,  I. {hall  not 
pretend  to  determine.  They  chiefly  remsun-ln 
the  fand,  and  are  generally  open. 

SOLEN. 

97.  Vagina.  Linn.  33.  Mart.  t.  vi.  tab.  4. 
fig.  26  to  28.  Frequent  at  Naples  and  Taranto, 
where  they  are  called  Canolichij,  and  are  eaten 
in  great  quantities.  The  beft  are  found  in 
the  Mare  Piccolo,  not  far  from  the  mouth  of 
the  Galefus,  in  fand,  and  where  the  water  is 
rather  deep. 

98, 
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98.  Enfis.  Linn.  35.  Mart.  t.  vi.  tab,  4,  %• 
30.     Taranto. 

99.  Strigilatus.  Linn.  39.  Mart.  t.  vi.  tab. 
6.  fig.  41  and  42.     Naples. 

100.  Vefperus.  Mart.  t.  vi.  tab.  7.  fig-  59  and 
6p.  Tefta  ovali  antice  hiante,  albida  verfus 
cardinem  et  intus  violacea^  radiis  pallide  rufis 
violacefque.^  Taranto, 

1 01.  Violaceus.  Tefta  ovata  fubcomprefla, 
antice  triante,  cardine  altero  bidentatp,  tofat 
violacea,  fafcia  alba.  Taranto.  I  had  aJmoft 
taken  this  for  the  Tellina  Gari  Linn,  but  as  it 
•has  neither  the  angular  bend  within,  nor  tht 
oblique  tranfverfe  ftri»,  but  is  generally  veij 
Smooth,  it  appears  to  me  to  be  a  variety,  hither- 
to but  little  known,  and,  upon  that  account,  I 
have  given  it  in  pi.  ix.  fig.  12, 

^  102.  Anatinus.  Linn.  40.  Mart.  t.  vL  tab.£u 
fig.  46.  Taranto.  According  to  the  hinge,  vaj 
fpecimen  perfeftly  correfponds  with  the  &gyxcc 
in  Martini;  except  that  the  fhell  is  not  & 
brittle,  and  has  longifh,  crooked  lines. 

TELLINJL 
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odiers^  as  well  by  the  confiruSion  of  its  hinge 
as  hj  its  glofly  foftnefs,  which  is  rendered  fome^ 
wlat  unequal  by  a  number  of  lines^  runnings 
parallel  with  the  border.  It  is  grey,  ornament-^ 
ed  with  two  double  milk-white  £EifciaB,  run* 
ning  along  its  breadth ;  and  the  infide  is  fur* 
niflied  with  aii  oblique  longitudinal  rib, 

CARDIUM. 

115.  Coftatum*  Linn.  73,  Mart.  t.  vL  tabw 
15.  fig*  15 1  and  z.  I  could  procure  at  Taranto 
only  one  fpecimen  of  this  heart  (hell,  meafUring 
5  inches  long,  and  3  and  an  half  broad  :  upon 
the  ribs  on  one  fide,  are  projefting  afperitie^ 
that  give  the  border  of  the  ftiell  the  appearance 
of  a  faw ;  and  upon  the  other  fide,  the  firft 
eleven  ribs  have  excrefcences,  refembling  ob* 
liquely  placed  hollow  tiles.  It  is  fingular  that 
the  authors  before  me,  make  no  particular 
mention  of  thefe  afperities  and  excrefcences, 
although  my  fpecimen  is  undoubtedly  tho 
Cardium  Coftatum. 

n6.  Cardifla.     Linn.   74.  Cualt.  tab.  83, 

liti. 


lit.  D.  Tkranto.  My  fpecimen  comes  Hear- 
eft  to  that  defcribed  by  Chemnitz,  Matt,  t;  vi. 
p.  153.  having  a  perfeftly  fmooth  bordef* 
But  it  is  white,  with  beautiful  red  ftreaks  ilpbft 
the  upper  fide,  and  has  a  much  thicker  fhell 
than  the  Indian. 

117.  Aculeatum*  Linn.  78.  Mart.  t.  vi. 
tab.  15.  fig.  155  to  157.  Common  near  Na- 
ples and  Taranto.  The  varieties  with  21  ribs, 
and  very  fine  Iharp  fpines,  and  thofe  with  36 
ribs,  and  thi^k  afperities,  are  alfo  found  there. 

118.  Echinalum.  Linn.  79.  Mart.  t.  vi. 
tab.  15.  fig.  158.    Taranto. 

lig.  Ciliare.  Linn.  80.  Mart.  t.  vi.  tab.  17. 
fig;  171  and  172.    Taranto. 

120.  Tuberculatum.  Linn.  81.  Mart.  t.  vi. 
tab.  17.  fig.  173.  Near  Naples  and  Taranto. 
Some  are  quite  brown,  and  fome  entirely 
white;  others  are  of  a  bright  yellow,  and 
others  white  with  brown  fafciae  j  in  fliort,  the 
varieties  are  innumerable. 

121.  Serratum.  Linn.  89.  Mart,  t.  vi.  tab« 
1 8.  fig.  189.    Naples. 

I   i  X22f 
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Ill,  Oblonpm.     Mart,  t  vi,  tab,  19-  fig,  190, 
Tcfta  oblonga  ant  ice  laevi  cordiformi,  pofticc 
♦Jivi,  fupra  longltudinaliter    ftriata,  margine 
medio  dentato^  tota  fafca.     Taranto, 

123.  Pa^yraaum.  Mart.  t.  vi.  tab.  i8<  fig* 
184.  Tefta  cordata'  fragilifliraa  longltudinali- 
ter ftriata  cinerea  maculis  purpuries^  margine 
ferrato.    Taranto. 

MACTRA. 

124,  Strlatula.  Linn.  96,  Mart,  t,  vi,  tab. 
%i.  fig.  205  and  206.     Taranto. 

125.  Corallina.  Linn-  98.  Mart.  t.  vi.  tab. 
22.  fig.  218  and  219.    Taranto  and  Naples. 

126,  Stultorum.  Linn-  99.  Mart.  t.  vi. 
tab,  23.  fig.  zz/^  to  226.  Very  common  every 
vriierc. , 

,  127.  Papyr/icea.  Mart.  t.  vi.  tab.  23.  fig. 
a3i.  .  Tefta  triangular!  fubinflexa  inflata^  lon- 
gltudinaliter ftriata^  fulcis  tranfyerfis^  toia  alba. 
Taranto.    My  fpecimen  perfefitly  correfponds 

wijji  the^  above-cited  figure,  except  that  it  is 

♦  ■'■-...    .     .  .   .  '         \' .      '  '.   _ .        ,    . ' 

not  fo  thin  and  .tranfpar^nt      . 

'  DONAX. 
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DONAX. 

i28..Trunculus.  Linn.  105.  Mart,  t,  vL 
tab.  26.  fig.  253  and  254.  Befides  the  two 
varieties  given  in  pi.  ix.  fig.  13  and  14,  I  have 
the  following,  all  found  at  Taranto. 

a.  Yellow,  with  blue  tranfverfe  ftripes. 

b.  Whitifli,  with  violet  tranfverfe  ftripes. 

c.  White,  with  violet  fpots  running  near  the 
border. 

J.  Horn  colour,  with  and  without  yellow 
fafciae. 

r.  White,  with  brown  fafciae. 

/.  White,  with  blueifli  ditto. 

g.  Entirely  white.  .       - 

129.  Cuneata.  Linn.  io8.    Mart.  t.  vi.  taK. 

26.  fig.  260.    I  cannot  undertake  to  defcribe 

all  the  varieties  I  procured  at  Taranto,  and 

ihall  therefore  only  n^ention  the  principal.  ^ 

.  ^.  Thpfe  of  one  Colour ;  as,  wholly  white,  yel-* 

low,  bright  yellow,  green,  and  redd^h  brown.  ^ 

b.  Thpfe.  with  broad  fafciae :  they  are  -of 

^wo  colours,  divided  into  three  fields,- or  com-* 

:  I  i  2  partments> 


part  men  ts,  beginning  in  a  point  at  the  hinge, 
and  widening  as  they  approach  the  border,  fa 
as  to  form  three  triangles* 

€.  Thofe  with  narrow  fafciae.  Two  narrovsr 
fefciae  run  from  the  hinge  to  the  border,  and 
either  do  not  v"'^**"  *'^'i^'=*rdfi  the  border,  but 
divide  the  fliell  Into  oi  iree  fields,  frequent* 
\y  different  from  ea(  her,  and  frequently 
alike,  but  always  <  "ent  colour  from  the 

fafcise,  or  elfe  they  do  fpread  out  towards  the 
border,  and  form  five  triangles  upon  the  fhell. 

d.  Thofe  that  are  dotted.  Two  row&  of 
dots  go  like  fafciacj  from  the  hinge  to  the  bor- 
der, fo  as  to  form  as  it  were  three  triangular 
fields.  In  thefe  three  laft  varieties,  there 
reigns  an  indeicfibable  diSei:ence  of  cdo^ra^ 


,,  ^  ....:,:.       VENUS.  , 

130.  Yerrucofaf.  Linn^  i  j6«  Mart.  t.  6.  tab; 
4y.  %.  299*^  a,  and  ^.  and  %*  30a.  Tafanto 
aiidNaj>fea^; 

^31.'  CMonc.  Linn.  115.  Mart.  t.  vi.  tab. 

31. ^g,  343.    'Gommonmtliefea  of  Naples^r 

\      ;     -     .  having 
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having  beautiful  varieties  >  of  a  rofe  colour, 
ftripecl,  and  Ipotted. 

132.  Tigerina.  Linn.'  156.  Mart.  t.  vii. 
tab.  37.  fig.  390  and  391.  Gualt.  tab.  77.  lit.  a. 
Taranto.  Mine  correfponds  exaftljr  with 
Gualtieri's  figure,  except  that  my  Ipecimen  is 
dentated  on  the  fides.  It  alfo  agrees  with 
Chemnitz's  defcription,  but  wants  the  rofe 
coloured  border ;  fo  that  I  am  as  yet  uncertain 
about  it. 

133.  Deflorata.  Linn.  132*  Mart^  t.  vi. 
tab.  9.  fig*  79.  A  blue  and  violet  coloured 
one  from  Taranto,  and  a  perfcftly  white  one 
from  Naples. 

134.  Penfylvattica.  Linn.  138.  Mart.t.  vii. 
tab.  37.  fig.  394  to  396.  Taranto.  Alfo  the 
variety,  tab.  38.  fig.  399. 

135.  Exoleta.    Linn.  142.  Mart.  t.  vii.  tab. 

38.  fig.  402  and  404.  Taranto.  With  and 
without  ftripes :  at  Naples  I  procured  one 
with  rofe-coloured  ftripes. 

136.  Borealis.     Linn.  143.  Mart.  t.  vii.  tab.  ' 

39.  fig.  4 1  J.    Taranto. 

I  i  3  137- 
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137.  Concmtrica,  Mart.  t.  vii.  tab,  37.  fig- 
392.  Tefta  orbiculari  alba  comprcfTa  tranf- 
vcrfim  ftriata  ac  fulcata,  rima  lanccolata  triante, 
nymphis  intaftis,  ano  cordiformi*  MargJne 
integerrimo.     Taranto. 

138.  Script  a.  Linn.  145,  Mart.  t.  vii,  tab, 
40,  fig,  420  to  426.     Taranto. 

139.  Litterata*  Linn*  147.  Martp  t,  viL  tab- 
41  and  42.  Very  frequent  in  the  Neapolitan 
fea,  and  of  an  infinite  variety  of  coloura- 
With  the  fame  conflruftion  of  hinge  and  fliell, 
there  ^re  fome  wholly  white^  and  wholly  yel- 
low, and  fome  with  marks  like  alphabetical 
letters,  cither  thickly  fet,  or  widely  difperfed  ; 
fometimes  they  are  marked  with  crooked  lineSj 
(Venus  geographica  Chemnitk,  tab.  42.  fig. 
440.)  fometimes  embellifhed  with  fpots  and 
fafciae^  (Veaus  Ala  PapilidniS)  fig]  144.)  and 
fometimes  covered  as  it  were  with  a  tiflue, 
(Venus  textrix,  fig.  442  atid  443.)  I  have  alfo 
violet  with  white  ftreaks. 

140.  Decuffata.  Linn.  149.  Mart.  t.  vii.  tab. 
43.  fig.  455  and  456.    Taranto.  ' 


M. 
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141-  Miiuiis..  Mart.  t.  vii.  tab.  43.  fig.  45^ 
and  458^  Tefia  ovali  laeviter  ftriataj  ano  cor- 
diforxni,  intus  crocea.    Taranto. 

SPONDYLUS. 

142.  Gaederopus.  Linn.  151.  Mart.  t.  vii. 
tab.  46.  fig.  472.  Taranto.  ^  My  fpecimcu  has 
long,  narrow^  and  concave^  though  fometimefl 
broad  ^nd  flat  fpines.  At  Taranto  thej  ar<^ 
called  Sponfpli^  and  the  fifh  are  eaten. . 

CHAMA.  ^ 

.  143.  Cor.  Linn.  154.  Mart.  t.  vii.  tab.  48; 
£g.  483.  Near  Naples  and  Taranto^  of  a  con- 
iiderable  fize,  as  well  white  as  brown.  ^. 

1 44.  Antiquata.  Linn.  157.  Mart.  t.  vii. 
tab.  48.  fig.  488  and  489.    Taranto. 

145.  Calyculata.  Linn.  160.  Mart.  t.  VQ» 
tab.  50.  fig.  500  and  501 .    Taranto. 

146.  Lazarus.  Linn.  164.  Mart.  t.  vii.  tab* 
51.  fig.  507  to  509.    Taranto  and  Naples.; 

147.  Gryphoides.    Linn.  165.  Mart.  t.  vii. 

I  i  4  tab. 
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tab.  .51.  £g.  512.    Taranto.    I  have  aUp  an 
pbl9ng  four  cornered  variety  from  thence* 

148.  Arcmella.  Linn.  167.  Mart.  t.  viL  tab. 
52.  fig.  522  and  523.    Taranto. 

ARCA. 

149.  Noae.  Linn.  169.  Mart.  t.  vii.  tab.  5^ 
fig.  529  to  j3i.  This  ihell  abounds  in  die 
Neapolitan  fea. 

150.  Barbara*  Linn.  170.    Mart  t.  vii.  tab. 

54-fig-535-    Taranto. 

151.  Reticulata.  Mart.  t.  vii.  tab.  54.  fig.  549* 
Tefta  oblonga  fubcomprefla,  natibus  aproxi* 
matis^  antice  fubcordata  ftilcata  lineis  tranfver* 
fis  reticulata,  extremitatibus  verrucofa.  Ta- 
ranto. 

The  Arks  of  Noah  are  called  at  Taranto, 
Gavatoni,  but  at  Naples,  Spere.  They  fatten 
themfelves  to  the  rocks  at  the  bottom  of  the 
fea,  by  means  of  a  hard  horny  fort  of  nerve  at 
the  exterior  part  of  the  border ;  and  as  foon  as 
they  are  torn  fi-om  the  rock  with  an  iron  rake, 

called 


called  a  V^nncz,  they  lofe  all  farther  power  of 
reclofing  the  fliell.  Tliis  animal  poflefles  alfi> 
two  fide  mufcles,  with  which  it  can  catch  ki 
prey^  and  clofe  its  ihells.  The  purpuca  is  its 
moft  formidable  lenemy. 

152.  Pella.  Linn.  iji.  Mart,  t*  vii.  tab# 
SS-  %•  5+^-    Tafanto. 

153.  Scapha.  Linn.  174.  Mart.  t.  vH.  tab.  55* 
fig.  549*  Taranto ;  where  alfo  is  found  a  vsk* 
riety  with  a  rhomboidal  hinge. 

154^  Undata.  Linn.  X79.  Mart.  t.  vii.  tabu 
57.  fig.  560.  Taranto.  It  is  eafily  diftinguifh- 
able  from  the  following  varieties,  that  fhut 
clofer  to  each  other. 

155.  Glycimeris.  Linn.  181.  Mart.  t.  vii. 
tab.  57.  fig.  564.  Taranto  and  Naples* 
There  are  endlefs  varieties  in  the  difference  of 
colour ;  in  general,  I  have  found  them  brown* 
ifli  red,  marbled  brown  and  white,  and  ftriped 
blue  and  white. 

156.  Piloia.  Linn.  182.  Mart.  t.^'viL  tab. 
57.  fig*  565  and  566.  They  are  found  in  the 
JN^eapolitan  fea^  of  a  confiderable  fize    and 

weight. 


weight.  One  of  my  fpcctmens  tneafures  four 
inches.  At  Taranto  they  are  called  Noci  di 
Mare,     Its  inhabitant  is  provided  with  a  thick, 

Lred,  cartilaginous  beak,  that  is  a  finger's  length, 
and  has  a  mouth  with  which  it  can  fuck,  and 
nourifli  itfelf*  It  belongs  to  the  tribe  of  wan- 
dering fliell-fifli  that  like  the  fand  i  and  in 
their  mode  of  life  much  refemble  the  peftines. 
The  well  known  falfe  cameos  are  made  at 
Trapani,  of  this  thick  fhelh 
157,  Nucleus.  Linn.  183,  Mart.  t.  viL  tab- 
58,  fig*  574.  a.  and  h,     Taranto. 


OSTR 


ij8.  Maxima.  Linn.  185.  Mart.  t.  vu.  tab* 
60.  fig.  585.  This  very  common  flbell  is  called 
by  the  fifhermen  at  Taranto,  Concha  di  San 
Dialogo,  but  in  ^other  places,  Cappa  di  Sail 
Giacomo.  Its  inhabitant  belongs  to  the  tribe 
of  wandering  fliell-fifli.  Wheflier  it  moves, 
or  lies  ftilf,  the  convex  fide  of  its  fliell  is  always 
turned  towards  the  ground;  by  which me^is, 
it  is  moft  lifed.    The  black  ligament  which  k 

-     *  has 


has  in  lieu  of  a  hinge,  ferves  to  move  the  uppef 
ihell;  but  the  animal  would  not  be  able  tQ 
tlofe  the  ihells  fo  faft  with  it,  if  it  had  not  a 
main  mufcle  y  by  means  whereof,  and  of  the 
ribs  and  furrows  that  exaftly  fit  each  other;  it 
preffes  the  (hells  fo  clofe  together,  that  not 
only  the  fmalleft  animal   it  may  have  taken 
cannot  efcape,  but  even  the  ravenous  purpura 
can  no  longer  open  it:   it  is  neverthelefs  the 
frequent  prey  of  that  tyger  among  the  fliell-filh. 
As  it  can  (hut  itfelf  upon  the  leaft  motion,  it 
endeavours  to  keep  its  ftiell  as  open  poflible, 
fo  as  generally  to  form  an  angle  of  55  degrees, 
when  it  hangs    out  a  reddifli  purple  cartilagi- 
nous (kin  that  plays  about  in  the  water,  for  the 
purpofe  of  catching  fmall  fifli,  and  particularly 
Ihrimps  and'  crabs,  which  it  inftantly  draws 
into  its  (hell,  and  devours  its  prey,  and  then  re- 
opens itfelf.     In  the  meanwhile,  the  purpura 
fecretly  approaches,  and  having  thrown  back 
its  horny  fort  of  cover  towards  the  lips,  draws 
its  tongue  (which  it  nriakes  ufe  of  alfo  for  fuck- 
ing, and  (ticking  into    fca-weed,    and    other 

things) 
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from  thera,  the  animal  withdrew  into  its  iheli 
with  the  utmoft  diligence*  I  hope  that  the  ex* 
periments  of  M.  Ppli  will  furnifli  us  with  con* 
cluiive  explanations  upon  this  fubje£L 

The  inhabitant  of  the  fcallop  is  taken  at 
pieafure^  but  is  in  highefl  condition  and 
feafon  at  the  clofe  of  fpring  and  autunuu 
Hiroughout  the  fummer  it  is  black*  At  Ta- 
ranto  it  is  eileemed  a  delicacy ;  and  it  is  certain 
that  it  is  there  fo  large  and  fat,  that  Horace 
might  with  reafon  fay, /^  Peftinibus  patulis 
jaftat  fe  moUe  Tarentum."  But  whether 
Pliny,  and  the  commentator  upon  Dcliciae  Ta- 
rentinae,  be  right  in  declaring  that  the  peCtea 
is  of  diuretic  quality,  Purgatur  vefica  e  pefifi* 
num  cibo^I  leave  to  the  decifion  of  the  faculty; 
Its  moft  formidable  enemy  is  the  Urticm 
marina  errans,  defcribed  by  Rondeletius,  liK 
xvii*  p.  19  and  20.  It  kills  this  (liell-fifli  widi 
a  cauftic  gelatinous  liquor,  which  it  pours  at 
night  upon  th?  (kin  that  hangs  out. 

159*  Jacobora.  Linn.  186.  Mart,  t,  vii.  tab- 
^9*  %•  588  and  9^    Taranto  and  Naples, 


i6o,  Varia-  Ltnn»i99.  Mart.  t^iiK  tab*65. 
£g.  653  and  634.     I  poflefs  feveral  varieties  of 
this  fliell,  with  the  moft  beautiful  mixture 
colours.     TTiey  are  common  in  the  Mediterra 
nean^  and  of  a  confiderable  (ize. 

i6i.  Pufio.  Linn,  200,  Mart,  t.  vii.  tab.  67. 
fig.  635  and  636-  TarantOp   Various  in  colour. 

162-  Glabra,    Linm  201.    Mart.  t.  vii.  tab* 
67*  %.  641  to  645.     Naples   and  Taranto 
Very  different  in  the  colour  and  the  numbei 
of  the  ftripes  ;  alfo  wholly  without  fine  ftripes. 
exaftly  as  defer ibed  by  Linnaeus. 

163.  Opercularia,   Linn- 202.    Mart,  t,  vii 
[  tab,  67.  fig.  646.    Taranto- 

164.  Fafciata.  Linn,  205.  Mart.  t.  vii.  tab, 
68.  fig.  649.  a.  Gualt-  tab.  88.  lit.  ff.  The 
Linn^an  defcription  will  not  correfpond  with 
any  of  my  irregular  peSines;  but  they  arc 
very  accurately  delineated  and  defcribed  in* 
Chemnitz  and  Gualtieri.    Taranto. 

165.  Lima.  Linn,  206.  Mart,  t  vii.  tab.  68^ 
fig.  651.  Taranto,  where  they  are  called  Fem- 
minc  di  Mare^  and  are  found  near  the  ^ible 

velvel 


:i 


] 


velvet  mufcle,  at  the  depth  of  three  or  faur 
fathoms  of  water. 

•  1 66.  Glaciata.  Mart  t,  vii.  tab.  68.  fig.  653. 
Tefta  aequivalvi  fragili  pellucida,  auriculis  inae* 
qualibias,  una  reftexa  incraflata.  Striis  nume- 
rofiffimis  minutis  interruptis,  tota  alba.  Ta^" 
ranto. 

167.  Bullata  Bornii.  Tefta  ovata-  objonga 
tumida^  .valvae  asquales  fulcis  triginta  duobus 
longitudinalibus,  umbones  attenuati,  in  apice 
breves  mcurvos,  cardo  tranfverfus  re£tus  intror- 
Aim  delieris,  lacuna  media  lata  3  auriculsacutsc 
asquales.  Color  albus.  Taranto.  The  ihell 
now  before  me  does  not  wholly  correfpond 
either  with  M.  de  Born's  defcription,  ox  witla 
the  figure  in  Martini,  t  vii.  tab-  68.  fig.  649..  b'j 
and  yet  I  know  not  where  to  dafs  it  better 
than  here*  It  has  £ar  more  ftriae,  which,  z& 
upon  the  glaciata,  are  frequently  broken ;  but 
the  (hell  is  thicker,  and  without  any  afperitiesu 
One  ear  is  thick,  and  bent  backwards,  as  ia 
the  Iprge;  lima  of  Chemnitz  3  but  the  other 

attributes 


Attributes  agree  very  well>  except  that  the 
.  fliells  are  not  very  remarkably  concave* 

j68.  Folium,  Linn.  209,  Mart,  t.  viU,  tab. 
ju  fig*  66a  to  666.    Taranto. 

169-  Edulis.  Linn.  211*  Mart*  t,  viiL  tab. 
74-  fig.  682,  Amongft  the  excellent  fifh  which 
the  Tarentine  fea  affords  to  a  delicate  palate, 
one  of  the  firft  pofts  belongs  to  the  oyfter, 
-which  no  where  arrives  at  fuch  perfeftion.  In 
the  time  of  the  Romans  they  were  indeed  in 
no  great  repute,  and  the  oyfters  of  BrundU' 
Hum,  which  were  fattened  in  the  Lucrine  lake, 
were  alone  permitted  to  appear  at  the  tables 
of  the  opulent ;  but  they  are  now  forgotten, 
and  the  oyfters  of  Ta[ranto  are  preferred  to 
thofe  of  Colchefter,  eVen  by  the  moil  partil! 
Englifliman.  This  accounts  for  the  toierably 
good  management  of  the  oyfter  fifliery  in  the 
Mare  Piccolo.  As  the  oyfters  are  fond  of  frefli 
water  fprings,  and  a  rocky  tufa  bottom^  oyfter- 
beds  are  formed  in  fuch  fituations,  of  which 
there  are  feven,  diftinguifl^ablc,  to  the  jRftier* 

men 


jtofen  oiily,  by  certain  marks  upon  the  {hore# 
Whoever  pays  the  annual  fun;i  of  thirty  carlini- 
[lis.  q^.),  cither  to  the  king^  or  the  owner  of 
tiie  fpot,  may  drudge  for  oyfters  fronpi  St.  An* 
drewVDay  until  Eafter ;  but  fuch  as  prefume. 
to  dredge  in  any  other  feafon,  are  puniflied  by 
a  fine  of  fix  ducats  [j^i.  zL  td.)  for  every  forty 
oyfters.  An  hundred  6yfl:ers  are  fold  on  the 
fpot  for  five  carlini  (i/*  \cd^).  The  fifhermea 
are  very  careful  not  to  hurt  the  fpat,  or  brood; 
and  when  the  water  4s  tough,  they  throw  oil 
upon  it  to  fmooth  it,  in  order  that  they  may 
know  where  the  brood  lies  ;  but  if  any  young 
oyfters  fliould  happen  to  be  drawn  up  by  the 
Iron  rake,  they  are  carefully  depofited  in  A 
proper  plade.  The  filhefraen  at  Taranto  ima^ 
tiimoufly  declare  that  oyfters,  as  well  as  fea 
fifli  in  general,  are  fatteft  during  the  full  mooil; 
ftnd  Hortee  tell  us  that 

**  Ltibrica  nar<jentes  impleat  6oQctiyliii  iHn^'*     • 

Sat.  in  lib,  %.  Tk  jCfe  . 

1fhcy  are  likewife  fo  fully  perfuaded  ihat  th# 

^ztAs  of  the  moon  have  a  pernicious  effe^ 

Kk  upoin. 
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ii^feftfiflii^tdi«7  cover  the  fi{h(dcen  kk 
sBOon-liglA^  Idft  tlicy  lliouUi  fpeed&jr  jmtrify. 

LrDbften  uid  cmfa|»  «s  w«Il  m  other  iOx,  are 

f  I 

ttd  alfe  to  be  uav^MboK  and  tatsleft,  when 
otpiBfed  t»  tli«  beams  of  dM  moott. 

ANOMIA. 

170.  Bpbippium.  JJvshut'  Mvt.  tvili. 
Adk  76.  fig.  €91  and  69X.  T«mtf9. 

MYTIJUUS. 
/  171.  Lytofluigas.  lim.  ^148.  Marttvifi. 
lpliaS2«%i729and7jD.  Nafdes  wd  Taiento. 
In  the  ditch  lluitleparates  the  aimeofT«nnta 
from  the  Mti^re  Piccolo,  and  unites  the  inner  with 
the  outer  (ea^  are  confiderable  rocks  of  calcare^ 
OUB  tufa,  full  of  the&  ibells,  there  callc^d  Dat|^. 
The  water  where  Che£b  rocks  are  to  be  f^usk^ 
and  which  are  twelve  feet  diftant  from  the 
ihore,  is  only  two  palms  deep.  The  animal 
frequently  digs  a  foot  deep  into  the  rock,  and 
that,  when  it  is  finally  for  the  fbells  of  the  full- 
grown  cannot  be  taken  out  without  br ei^ki^g. 

Thefc 
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Thefe  rocks  are  often  quite  bard  throughout ; 
but  are  frequently  6n\y  hard  upQu  the  furfaee» 
and  quite  foft  within.  Some  people  at  Ta^ 
ranto  call  thefe  ihell«fi(h  Itnbrlci^  and  pretend 
that  they  are  the  fame  with  thofe  known  at 
Vwilce  by  the  name  of  Pidochii  dell'  Arfenalei 
but  this  I  cannot  with  any  certainty  affirm. 
Although  thefe  dattili  are  eaten^  they  are  but 
Uttk  efteemed>  on  account  of  the  abundance 
1^  other  excellent  flielUfifli.  The  fifliermen 
place  the  animal  in  the  fun  $  and  with  iti  be* 
jGnear  their  hands  and  faces  at  nighty  fo  as  to 
illuminate  them^  as  with  phofphorus. 

172.  Barbatus.  Linn.  252.  Mart.  t.  viii.  tabe 
84.  fig.  749*  Taranto.  This  is  the  coz^a  pe« 
tofa  a(  the  Tarentines^  and  the  moft  delicate  of 
fiih.  It  diftinguifhes  itfelf  from  the'  following 
edible  mufcle  in  nothing  but  the  beard>  which 
hangs  down  from  the  edge.  The  flefh  alfo  is 
rather  whiter ;  but  towards  winter  becomes  red 
and  bitter.  The  fhell  is  fometin^es  three  inches 
and  an  half  long. 

173,  Edulis*  Limit  253.   Mart,  t.viii.  tab. 

Kka  84* 
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84*  fig-  750  and  751.  This  velvcMnufcIe, 
known  throughout  the  Mediterranean  by  the 
name  of  the  Cozza  Nera,  and  univerfaJIjr 
cfteemed  for  Its  delicacy^  is,  with  the  above, 
to  which  it  is  nearly  allied,  a  fource  of  wealth 
to  the  city  of  Taranto.  Ten  thoufand  cantara 
of  them  are  faid  to  be  animally  difpofed  of; 
and  the  greater  part  of  the  40,000  ducats — 
(jf  7500.) — which  the  Mare  Piccolo  yearly  bringi 
in^  is  raifed  by  the  fale  of  thefc  two  forts  of 
flieU-fifli.  The  inhabitants  of  Taranto  have 
confequently  taken  great  pains,  for  a  long 
feries  of  years^  to  keep  this  branch  of  com- 
merce in  a  flouriftiing  ftate;  and  negle£l 
nothing  to. propagate  the  fliell-filh  in  abund- 
ance. They  fifti  for  tliem  from  Eafter  to  Chrift- 
mas  in  the  Marc  Grande,  and  tranfplant  them 
into  the  Mare  Piccolo,  where  they,  as  well  as 
inoft  other  fhell-fifti,  acquire  a  greater  degree  of 
flavour,  which  is  owing  both  tp  that  lake  being 
lefs  expofed  to  ftorms,  and  to  the  various  frefc. 
water  fprings  that  arife  there*  The  mufcles 
being  coUefted  in  the  great  fea,  are  firft  ftrev^d 

along 


«lohg  that  pi^rt  of  Xhe-flicMreupoa  which  ftandf 
the  town;  when  pbles  twenty  palipl  Jong  ai;^ 
xiriveh  in  a  row  into  the  ground, '5?srhfife.the[  fta 
isjat^out  twelve  palms  dcep^  and  are  bbiind 
itogdther  with  ruihes.  The  mnfcles  fefteft 
themfelv^s  to  thefe  .pole§,  and  breeds  and  al 
the  end  of  a  year,  the  pdles  are  puB^d  qp,  thf 
Inufcles  taken  off,  and  the  largeft  fold;  but  th^ 
fmalleft  are  fcattered  at.  the  entrance  of  the 
great  fea  at  high  water,  by  which  they  are 
tarried  into  the  Mare  Piccolo,,  where!  thqr 
fpread  and  grow.  They  ajfo  fa^ften  thecnfelvet' 
to.floues  and  marine  produftions,  but  gene* 
rally  depofit  their  fpawn  in  the  fand,  where  the 
YF^t&c  is  not  tgb  deep.  But  the  fiihermea 
ufually  employ  the  following,  method,  in  order 
\o  be  able  annually  to  fell  a  certain  quantity; 
of  thefe  mufcles,  and  at  the  fame  tiihc  not  im- 
pede their  propagation.  They  carefully  .watch 
the  fpots  where  the.  mufcles  depofit  their  fpawn 
at  the  clofe  of  the  year;  and  in  November  they.' 
put  down  poles  fn  the  neighbourhood  of  thbft. 
places.  The  firft  brood  attaches  itfelf  to  th«. 
K  k  J  poles 


mufdes  receive  gf eat  <ictrimcntl'^  A  fort  df 
ferpula  likewife  frequently  draws  itfelf  pvrtr 
their  ihells^  fa  that^ey  citi  nahfhf^T  open 
them  to  take  in  nouriihmeiit,  and  muft  tonfie*. 
quently  perifli.  The  mufcle^  thatiaften  them- 
feltes  to  the  eity  wall^,  and  are  therefore  callod 
Cozze  di  Pariete^  always  artive  at  a  particular 
ii^e  and  degree  offetnefs;  neither  are  they 
expofed  to  the  above  calimities^^  tad  ate  coi^ 
levied  in  the  fummer.  Theft  inimalay  when 
Very  fmall^  are  ufed  at  Naples  ias>  baits  ifiir 
catching  fifh^ 

It  may  be  proper  here  to  remark,  that  th^ 
fUhery  of  the  Mari  Kccol<^  is  regulated  by 
laws  extant  in  a  book>^  called  •*  U  Librd  RofiW;"' 
which  is  entrufted  to  tile'  cafe  of  the:  Chief 
officer  of  the  cuftoms.  It  cbntadns  toi  oikly  the 
months  and  feafons  wheti  the.fiih  apd  {faeU-fHh 
may  be  taken,  and  what  Hetfc  inay  be  ufed  £>r 
the  different  purpofes,  but  aljfo  lihereifensiwhjr 
it  is  prohibited  to  piirfue  either  fort  at  particu- 
lar feafons.  The.diff*rent  kii>(J*.pf  wM,  and 
K  k  4  the 
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-the  mode  of  catching  dacb  inhabitant  of  th« 
fea,  ateJalfodefcribed.     r    "/ 

'  The  fifherjcof  the  Mkre  Plccdlo  belongs  ih 
part  to  the  idngt  who:farm«:  it  out,  together 
with  the  caftie  ditch;  wbicH  wholly  belongs  to 
him,  few:  ^ooo  ducats— (^  1 125  )— a  year.  The 
heds  of  Cozze  belong  to  varioas  perfons,  who 
mre  obliged  to  deliver  to  the  royal  fanner  a  fifth 
part  of  what  they:  fell.  Common  ftiell-fifh  may 
however  be  taken  by  any  one  who  a(k$  perr 
ui/Iioh  of  cthe  farmer, 

I  had  tiearly  omitted  remarking,  that  it  ap^ 
pfears  tbltte- very  fingufar'4hat|  the  Romans, 
Who  were  DtherwifeJo  laxiififflt  in  eatiiig-, 
fiiould  have  fet  but  little  value  upon  the  velvet* 
niufcles,  and  that  Taranto  Ihould  have  beeF> 
famed  neither  for  them  nor  oyfters.  A  paffage 
in  Horace,  fat.  iv.  lib.  2.  ver.  27,  almoft  m* 
duces  me  to  think  that  this  kind  of  mufcle  was 
ufed  medicinally  ^ 


Si  dura  morabitar  alrui, 


Mitolua  tt  viks  pelknt  obilaciila  conchas* 

but 
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)Wt  who  can  fay  that  the  mitulus  of  Horace  i^ 
the  fame  as  our  velvet-mufcle  ? 

174.  Ungulatus,  Linn.  254.  Mart,  t*  vUi^ 
tab.  85.  £g.  756,    Taranto. 

175.  Modiolus.  Linn.  256.  Mart.  t.  viib 
tab.  85.  fig.  757-    Taranto. 

176.  Hirundo.  Linn.  262.  Mart.  t.  viii.  tab. 
81.  fig.  722.    Taranto  and  Naples.     .  " 

177.  Solen.  Tefta  lineari,  reSa  attenuate, 
compreffa,  lateribus  oblique  llriata.  Tota  te« 
i^acea  prope  carduim  lutea.  Cardo  lateralis 
edentulus,  linea  longitudinal!  fubulata  oblique 
cxcavata.  Taranto.  As  I  do  not  know  where 
to  clafs  this  Ihell,  I  have  given  it  in  pi.  IX 
fig.  15;  in  order  that  more  experienced .  con* 
f  hologifts  may  determine  its  proper  place. 

PINNA.  .     . 

178.  Vitrea.  Mart.  t.  viii.  tab.  87.  fig.  772. 
Tefta  triangulari,  fragiliflima,  Candida,  Itriiff 
longitudinalibus  und^latis  ad  marginem  muri- 
catis.   Naples. 

179.  Nobilis.  Linn.  265.   Mart^  t.viii.  tab. 

89. 
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I9.  Although  every  part  of  the  NeapoiittMjt 
fea  produces  this  ihelUfi(h  in  great  aLbundaixce^ 
and  of  an  extraordinary  fize,  the  Tarentit^es 
alone  reap,  any  advantage  from  it,  and  eVeQ 
coDe^l  it  upon  the  coafts  of  Sardinia  and  Ck>r- 
fica ;  but  the  tuft  of  filk,  for  which  they  are 
fought  and  coUefled,  is  not  equally  good  in  all 
places.  Where  the  bottom  of  the  fea  is  fandy, 
the  ftiell  and  its  tuft,  which  takes  rdot  in  the 
had,  may  eafily  be  drawn  out^  and  when 
Walhed,  the  tuft  is  of  a  glofly  gold  colour.  In 
rulhy  and  muddy  bottoms  the  (hell  and  tuft 
not  only  ftick  fo  faft  as  to  be  generally  broken 
when  drawn  up,  but  the  colour  of  the  filk  h 
black,  and  without  glofs.  The  ftiell  is  always 
in  an  upright  pofition,  open,  and  half  a  palm 
deep  in  the  ground.  Many  fifhermen  aflured 
me  that  they  have  frequently  taken  notice  of 
the  ftirimp,  which  is  conftantly  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  the  pinna,  but  does  not  keep 
within  it,  and  is  known  by  the  name  of  the 
pinna's  centinel.  When  an  enemy  of  the  muA 
cle,  efpecially  the  fepia  oftopedia,  here  called 

polypo. 


pblypo,  li  in  the  neighbourhoddi  the  (hrimp 
makes  a  motion  in  the  water ;  upon  which  the 
pinna  Ihuts  its  {h^tp  (hells  (o  clofe  and  forci-^ 
bly,  that  if  a  finger  were  in  the  way,  it  would 
tifk  being  cut  off.     They  alfo  allured  me  that 
the  fepia  fometimes  takes  a  ftone,  and  lets  it 
fall  into  the  open  ftiell,  fo  as  to  prevent  its 
(hutting  ;  but  that  when  that  trifck  foils,  it  en- 
deavours forcibly  to  tear  the  (hell  from  the  bob* 
torn,  and  break  it  to  pieces.    Chemnitz,  whof^ 
opinion  is  doubtlefs  of  great  weight,  has  indeed 
treated  all  this  as  a  ridiculous  fablcy  in  the 
tenth  part  of  his  "  Natural  Hiftorian,"  and  in 
his  admirable  continuation  of  Martini's  Ca- 
binet of  Shells ;  but  fo  many  refpeftable  old 
fi(hermen,  who  have  paflTed  their  lives  upon 
the  fca,  have  fo  earneftly  a(rured  me  of  the  con* 
trary,  that  the  truth  is  ftili  in  my  mind  unde^ 
cided. 

This  mufcle  is  fi(hed  up  with  an  iron,  called 
pemonico,  and  the  operation  is  thus  performed. 
The  in(brument  confifts  of  two  femicircular  bars 

bf  iron  ^'  fattened  together  at^cach  end,  but 

three 
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three  inches  diftant  from  each  other  in  the 
centre.    From  one  end  to  the  other,  the  dia- 
meter is  nine  inches,  and  the  cavity,  or  half 
diameter,  is  from  four,  to  fiv«  inches.     At  one 
end  is  a  hollow  handle — b.  in  which  a  pole,  of 
the  length  required,  may  be  fattened  at  plea- 
fure ;  but  at  the  other,  end  is  a  rifig— ^r— r-to 
which  a  cord — d — is  made  faft.     Sec  pi.  X* 
fig.  1 6  and  17.    As  foon  as  a  pinna  is  difco- 
vered,  the  iron  is  flowly  let  down  to  the  ground 
over  the  fhell,  which  is  then  twifted  round,  and 
drawn  out.     When  the  filhermen  has  got  at 
fufficient  number  of  them,  the  (hell  is  opened, 
and  the  filk,  called  at  Taranto  lana  penna,  H 
cut  off  the  animal,  and  after  being  twice  wafhed 
in  tepid  water,  once  in  foap  and  water,  and 
twice  again  in  tepid  water,  is  fpread  upon  a 
table,  and  fuffered  to  half  dry  in  fome  cool  and 
fliady  place.     Whilft  it  is  yet  moift,  it  is  foftly 
rubbed  and  feparated  with  the  hand,  and  again 
fpread  upon  the  table  to  dry ;  and  when  tho^ 
roughly  dry,  it  is  drawn  through  a  wide  comb, 
and  afterwards  through  a  narrow  one.     Both 
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thefe  combs  are  of  bone,  and,  except  in  fize, 
are  like  hair  combs.  The  filk  thus  combed 
belongs  to  the  common  fort,  and  is  called  extra 
dente;  but  that  which  is  deftined  for  finer 
works  is  again  drawn  through  iron  combs,  or 
cards,  there  called  fcarde.  It  is  then  fpun  with 
a  diftaffand  fpindle,.two  or  three  threads  of  it 
being  mixed  with  one  of  real  filk;  after  which 
they  knit  not  only  gloves,  (lockings,  and  waift- 
coats,  but  even  whole  garments  of  it.  When 
the  piece  is  finiflied,  it  is  wafhed  in  clean 
water,  mixed  with  lemon  juice ;  after  which 
it  is  gently  beaten  between  the  hands,  and 
finally  fmoothed  with  a  warm  iron.  The  moft 
Jbeautiful  are  of  a  brown  cinnamon  and  glofly, 
gold  colour,  producing  a  very  rich  and  pleafing 
efFeft.  As  every  thing  made  of  this  fort  of  filk 
is  very  fubje£t  to  be  moth-eaten,  care  muft  be 
taken  to  keep  it  from  all  eatables  and  fweet- 
meats,  and  to  wrap  it  in  clean  linen.  A  pair 
of  women's  gloves  cofts  upon  the  fpot  fixteen 
carlini — (fix  fliillings) — and  a  pair  of  fl:ockings 
€ofts  from  three  to  four  ducats — (from  iis.  3^. 

to 
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to  i5J.)-nraftdi  fo  in  proportion  j  but  the  fale  e£ 
this  mftnufaQure  is  not  very  extenfive.  For 
i»y  part  I  gre«Uy  doubt  if  the  byflua  of  the 
ftocients  were  made  cf  this  fort  of  filk ;  it 
may  indeed  be  true,  as  is  fuppofed  by  the 
commentator  upon  the  Delicise  Tarentinx, 
that  the  glofly  light  garments  worn  by  the 
dancing  women,  as  they  are  reprefented  in 
the  paintings  at  the  Mufejam  at  Portici,  an4 
which  were  called  Tarantinidie,  were  madie  of 
this  filk- 

The  pinna  is  found  moll  abundantly  at  Cape 
San  Vito,  to  the  eaft  of  Taranto  j  and  the 
£ihermen  often  bring  from  thence  not  only 
filk  t>ut  beautiful  pearls,  and  very  ufeful  mo- 
ther of  pearl. 


IV.  MULTI- 
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IV. 
MULTIVALVES. 


LEPAS. 

j8o.  BALANUS.  Linn.  10.  Mart.  L  vuL 
tab.  97*  fig.  820.   Taranto^ 

181.  Balanoides.  Linn.  11.  Mart,  t  vuL 
tab,  97.  fig.  821  to  825.    Taranto. 

182.  Tintinabalum.  Linn.  ii.  Mart.  t.  vui. 
tab.  97.  fig.  828  to  831.  Taranto.  My  fpcci- 
men  is  fmall,  with  violet  and  white  ftriped 
fhells^  and  very  gloffy  grey  interftices-  It  is 
jcxtrenaely  like  fig.  842.  tab.  99. 

183.  Teftudinaria.  Linn.  14.  Mart.  t.viiL 
tab.  99.  fig.  847  to  848.    Taranto, 

184.  Anatifera.  Linn.  18.  Mart,  t  vilL  tab. 
100.  fig.  853  to  855.  The  white  from  Naples, 
and  the  blue  from  Taranto. 

PHOLAS. 


PHOLAS. 

185.  Daftylus.  Linn.  20.   Mart.  t.  viiu  tftb* 
101.  fig,  859.    Naples  and  Taranto. 


Such  were  the  varieties  of  fhells  that  I  wa$ 
able  to  coUeft^during  my  two  years  refideqce 
in  the  kingdom  of  Naples-  I  am  perfuaded 
that  many  more  are  to  be  found  there,  and 
that  a  treafure  of  knowledge  in  the » natural 
hiftory  of  fea  animals  might  be  there  coUeQed^ 
I  (hould  gladly  have  gathered  information,  or 
made  remarks  upon  the  ceconomy  of  other 
marine  animals ;  but  that  having  exceeded  my 
ability,  I  fliall  content  myfelf  with  obferving, 
that  Taranto  abounds  with  various  kinds  of 
fea  hedge-hogs,  there  called  Rizzi,  which  arc 
all  fit  for  the  t^ble,  and  are  bed  and  fulleft  of 
fpawn  during  the  increafe  of  the  moon.  At 
Naples,  thofe  taken  near  the  ifland  of  Nifida, 
are  the  mofi:  efteemed.  The  ink-fifti — fepia 
officinalis,  or  more  generally  loligo,  abounds 
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alfo  in  the  Neapolitan  fea,  under  the  name  of 
calamare  and  feccia.  In  order  to  catch  them, 
they  mull  be  watched  in  the  pairing  feafon, 
when  the  female  muft  firft  be  taken ;  for  the 
male  never  quits  her,  whereas  (he  always 
efcapes  when  the  male  is  catched  firft.  They 
are  generally  taken  at  the  clofe  of  Oftober 
and  throughout  November,  at  the  dawn  of 
day,  and  in  the  dufk  of  the  evening.  Their 
fpawn  is  white.' 

The  great  Bay  of  Taranto  abounds  with 
white,  black,  and  red  coral ;  but  onl>  the  laft 
fort  is  efteemed,  gathered,  and  fold.  Much 
might  be  faid  about  the  coral  fifliery  at  Naples, 
but  I  have  not  yet  been  able  to  coUeft  fuffi* 
cient  information  about  it. 
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TREATISE 

VPOM  Tai 

THREAD  of  the  ZABBARA,  or  ALOE- 
PLANT. 

Written  by  cwnmand  of  the  King  of  Nafles^ 
and prejented  to  the  Government'^  //ir  1777,  by 
the  Comte  de  Borch,  a  Polijh  Gentleman^  V.  P. 
in  which  this  Paper  is  referred  to  in  my  addi^ 
tkmal  Note  A. 


npiIE  plant  which  we  call  aloe,  and  which 
grows  in  great  abundance  in  Perfia, 
under  the  name  of  zabar,  is  commonly  termed 
zabbara  in  Sicily  and  Spain,  where,  as  well  as 
in  India  and  the  American  Iflands,  it  is  found 
in  great  plenty.  The  fouthern  coafts  of  Italy 
alfo  furnifli  a  very  confiderable  number  5  but 
it  is  not  equally  flourilhing  every  where,  neither 

does 


does  the  ftem  always  attain  the  height  of  which 
it  is  fufcepdble,  and  which  fome  travellers  de- 
clare to  arrive  at  thirty-four  feet — (pieds  de 
roi) — ;  and  indeed  I  faw  fome  near  Girgenti, 
in  Sicily,  whofc  fterns  were  upwards  of  twenty- 
eight  feet  high. 

As  the  figure  of  this  plant  is  too  well  knowi^ 
to  ne^  any  defcription,  I  (hall  content  myfelf 
with  noting  its  varieties,  and  its  ufe  in  medi^ 
cine;  after  which  I  (hall  enter  into  a  detail 
relative  as  well  to  the  extraftion  of  the  thread, 
as  to  the  articles  of  commerce,  in  which  it  is 
and  might  be  employed  by  prudent  regula- 
tions, and  a  well  underftood  fpirit  of  oeconomy^ 
and  order. 

Moft  of  the  botanifts,  predeceflbrs  of  Lin- 
paus,  were  fo  attached  to  the  more  ftriking 
varieties  of  plants,  that  they  claffed  them  ac- 
cording to  their  exterior  charafteriftic  dif- 
ferences, and  reckoned  five  fpecies  of  the 
gloe-plant;  but  the  celebrated  botanift  of 
^lyedenj  more  ^x^Qi  in  his  obfervations,  has 
hi  9^  <cnume? 
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enumerated  eight  fpecies,  under  the  titles  of 
aloes  perfoliata,  variegata,  diflichay  fpiralis, 
retufa>  vifcafa^  pumila,  and  varia,  amongft 
which  he  likewife  notices  the  neceflary  fubdi- 
vifions.  But  this  analyfis  not  being  the  imme* 
dkte  objeft  of  attention^  I  fhall  proceed  to 
obferve,  that  none  but  the  aloes  perfoliata  and 
vifcolk  are  ufed  in  furnifliing  the  thread  j  the 
fibres  of  the  others  being  too  tender  for  that 
purpofes  but  the  agave  Americana  affords  a 
much  better  fort  of  thread- 

The  juice  of  the  aloe-plant  was  employed 
in  ancient  much  more  than  in  modem  phar* 
macy,  in  chronic  and  obftinate  diforders,  efpe* 
ciallythofe  of  the  hypochondriac  caft^  acidities 
of  the  itomach,  wormsj  obftru^ions  of  the 
bowels,  and  other  diforders  arifing  therefix)mi 
provided  the  patients  were  not  fubjeft  to  fpit- 
ting  of  blood,  or  to  any  haemorrhoidal  flux, 
whether  internal  or  external^  and  particularly 
to  that  of  the  inward  caroitid,  where  the  liga* 
ture  being  impofliblc,  the  violent  motion  occa- 

fioned 


iioned  in  the  blood  by  the  juice  of  the  aloe, 
rendered  ufelefs  the  application  of  every  falu* 
tary  ftyptic,  and  deftroyed  its  efFeft. 
^  Pomet,  in  his  Hiftory  of  Drugs,  mentions 
three  forts  of  aloe;  the!  focotorine,  fo  called 
either  from  its  coming  to  us  in  a  concrete 
form,  or  more  probably  becaufe  the  greateft 
quantity  comes  from  the  Ifle  of  Socotra,  in  the 
Red  Sea.  According  to  Chomel,  this  is  the 
pureft  fort,  and  is  of  a  yellow  colour,  border- 
ing upon  red,  fhinirig,  friable  in  winter,  but 
cafily  foftened  in  fummer,  and  its  fmell  refem- 
bles  that  of  myrrh.  The  fecond  is  the  hepatic 
aloe,  which  takes  its  name  from,  its  being  of  a 
liver  colour;  and  the  third  is  the  caballine 
aloe,  and  is  ufed  only  in  remedies  for  horfes. 
It  is  the  mark  or  rape  of  the  two  other  forts, 
is  of  a  black  colour,  and  full  of  dirt. 

The  aloe  forms  alfo  an  ingredient  in  the 
hiera-diacolocynthedos,  in  the  Catholic  extraft 
of  Franckfort,  and  Sennert,  in  the  cachectic 
pills  of  Charas,  in  thofe  of  Ambra  of  the  Lon- 
don Pharmacopeia,  and  in  the  peftilential,  or 
LI  3  fetid 
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fetid  pills ;  and  according  to  the  fame  autliori 
4he  aloe  gives  name  to  the  haloes,  or  hiera« 
ipicra  of  Galen,  is  an  ingredient  in  the  elixir 
proprietatis  of  Faracelfus,  in  the  balm  of  the 
Commander,  and  in  many  other  vulnerary  and 
deterfive  rompofitions,  as  extremely  well  a* 
dapted  to  the  refiftance  of  putrefaSions. 

Sicily  furniflies  every  fpecies  of  aloe,  and 
efpecially  the  perfoliata  and  vifcofa,  in  great 
abundance.  As  the  fame  kinds  grow  alfo  in 
Spiain,  the  phlegmatic  inhabitants  of  that  king^ 
dom  firft  thought  of  procuring  from  them  a 
thread,  whofe  extrafilion  requires  all  the  pa- 
tience and  fang-froid  which  feem  to  be  the 
peculiar  charafteriftics  of  that  nation.  The 
Spanifh  foldiers  who  were  fent  to  Sicily  when 
that  ifland  was  fubjeO:  to  the  crown  of  Spain^ 
and  who  remained  there  attached  to  the  fer- 
yice  of  the  king  of  the  Two  Sicilies,  brought 
•with  them  the  art  of  making  the  thread,  and 
are  the  only  perfons  in  the  ifland  employed  in 
its  manufa£lure. 

After  ftripping  the  plant  of  all  the  green 

leaves 
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leaves  that  compofe  its  firft  coat,  they  cut  off 
all  thofe  which  cover  the  fteni,  and  which. are 
generally  white,  fmooth,  tender,  and  lefs  com- 
paft  than  the  exterior  ones.  This  operation  is 
performed  from  May  till  the  end  of  Auguft, 
when  the  leaves  became  too  hard  and  brittle. 
After  cutting  off.  the  leaves,  they  fatten  one 
end  of  them  to  a  cord,  at  the  diftance  of  two 
or  three  inches  from  each  other,  and  ftretching 
the  cord  upon  the  brink  of  a  running  water, 
fuffer  the  leaves  to  foak  during  eight  or  ten 
days,  according  to  the  greater  or  lefs  degree 
of  heat,  and  the  greater  or  lefs  hardnefs  of 
the  leaves.  After  they  have  been  fufficiently 
foaked,  they  are  placed  upon  a  flat  ftone,  and 
beaten  with  another  ftone,  cut  into  a  half  cir- 
cumference, until  the  (kin  and  the  parenchyma 
are  bruifed,  and  the  alimentary  juice  forced 
out  of  the  firft  fibres,  which  are  always  coarfer 
and  larger  than  the  reft.  In  this  ftate  the  leaves 
are  placed  fingly  upon  a  table,  their  larger 
end  remaining  loofe,  but  the  other  being  fatt- 
ened to  the  table  with  a  nail  ^  when  the  leaves 
L  1  4  are 
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arc  fcraped  with  a  blunt  and  fmootTi  iron, 
{haped  like  the  fides  of  a  bayonet,  of  which 
weapon  the  foldiers  generally  make  ufe,  from 
an  unwillingnefs  to  purchafe  an  iron  inftrument 
merely  for  that  purpofe.  After  the  leaves  have 
been  fcraped  about  twenty  or  thirty  times,  the 
tranfverfe  and  unequal  fibres  are  broken  off,  and 
thrown  away,  and  the  table  is  covered  with  a 
greeniih  juicCj  exhaling  alkaline  particles  of  fo 
caufiic  a  quality,  that  the  hands  of  the  foldiers 
are  ufualJy  rendered  quite  raw,  and  their  cyc^ 
exceedingly  inflamed.  But  as  cold  vtater  is  the 
only  remedy  they  employ,  I  am  inclined  to 
thirik  that  the  ftyptic  quality  of  this  plant  is  of 
the  fame  nature  as  thnt  of  the  leaves  of  the 
clemmatis,  better  known  by  the  name  of  the 
beggar's  herb,  becaufe  it  is  employed  by  vaga-^ 
bondo  and  beggars  in  making  fuppofed  infiam* 
mations  ai;d  ulcers,  in  order  to  excite  our  cotn- 
HiiferDtlon,  and  of  which  thty  can  quickly  cure 
themfeives  by  the  ufe  of  c^Id  water. 

As  this  firft  opera' ion  cffcrap'n;^tnly  forwards 
the  wofk  by  the  removal  of  th^  coarfer  fibres, 

thofe 
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thofc  of  which  the  thread  is  to  be  made,  are  as 
yet  fcarcely  to  be  perceived ;  but  after  the  leaf 
has  been  turned,  with  the  point  remaining 
ioofe,  and  the  larger  end  fattened  to  the  table, 
and  after  it  has  again  undergone  the  operation 
of  fcraping,  the  fibres,  freed  from  every  extra* 
neous  body,  difplay  themfelves  in  full  force, 
and  form  as  many  filaments,  of  a  yellow  colour, 
like  that  of  raw  filk,  not  of  the  orange  kind, 
but  of  that  which  comes  from  off  the  white 
cocoons.  To  deprive  the  thread  of  that  co- 
lour, and  preferve  it  from  the  corruption  which 
might  take  place  if  it  were  left  covered  with 
the  juice  of  the  plant,  it  is  foaked  during  three 
days  in  a  tub  of  cold  water,  after  which  it  is 
wafhed  and  beaten  in  a  running  ftream,  by 
which  means  the  thread  becomes  fofter  and 
richer,  without  lofing  any  thing  of  its  confift- 
ence. 

Each  leaf  affords  a  compleat  fkain,  more  or 
lefs  thick,  according  to  the  fize  of  the  leaf. 
Fifteen  or  twenty  of  thefe  fkains  are  tied  to  a 
cord,  and  hung  up  in  a  garret,  or  other  airy 

place. 
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place,  where  there  is  a  conftant  Ihade  ;  for  If 
the  fun  were  to  fhine  upon  the  thread  in  that 
ihite,  it  would  immediately  turn  it  yellow,  and 
give  it  a  ftiffnefs  which  it  would  be  afterwards 
impoflible  to  ron^edy. 

When  properly  made  and  dried,  this  thread 
is  much  ufed  in  Sicily,  and  ftill  more  in 
Spain,  where  manufaftories  have  been  efta- 
bliflied,  particularly  in  Catalonia,  in  which  this 
thread  is  employed  not  only  in  making  harnefs 
for  horfes  in  the  tournaments,  nets  of  various 
kinds,  women's  neck  handkerchiefs,  night-caps, 
ruffles  de  gros-botte,  men's  ruffles,  and  cauls 
of  caps,  but  as  the  thread  will  take  any  colour, 
they  alfo  ufe  it  in  making  a  variety  of  fluffs, 
and  efpecialjy  handkerchiefs,  which  they  fell 
us  for  India  handkerchiefs  made  of  the  bark 
of  trees  ;  but  as  the  thread  can  never  be  of 
greater  length  than  the  leaf,  it  is  only  employed 
in  the  web ;  the  refl  of  the  work  being  done 
w^ith  filk.  Thefe  fluffs  have  however  a  very 
evident  defeft  in  the  vifible  difference  between 
the  foftnefs  and  richnefs  of  the  filk,  and  the 

coarfe 


coarfe  quality  of  the  thread,  which  renders 
them  by  no  means  lading  -,  for  after  a  certain 
time,  the  filk  is  worn  out  by  the  mere  friftion 
of  the  harder  body.  The  tint  of  the  filk  alfo 
is  different,  and  prefents  to  the  touch  a  foft 
and  fmooth  furface,  whilft,  the  thread  takes 
its  colour  almoft  in  the  fame  manner  as  the 
RufBa  leather ;  that  is  to  fay,  that  the  epider- 
mis of  its  exterior,  furface  alone  imbibes  i"^ 
whilft  the  body  of  the  thread  remains  una£- 
feaed. 

It  is  now  fome  years  fince  a  propofal  rela- 
tive  to  the  thread  of  the  aloe-plant  was  made 
to  the  merchants  at  Palermo  by  a  Frenchman, 
of  the  name  of  Gouion,  born  at  Hanover,  and 
defcended  from  one  of  thofe  refugee  families 
who,  after  the  revocation  of  the  edift  of  Nantes> 
enriched  other  countries  with  arts  before  fami- 
liar to  the  French  alone.  This  perfon,  uniting 
a  kqowledge  of  the  mechanical  arts  to  that  of 
the  fabrication  of  filks,  velvets,  and  taffetas^ 
propofed  to  make  a  machine  which  by  the  help 
of  water  ftiould  divide  each  thread  into  two 

parts. 


parts,  and  tlius  produce  the  double  advantage 
of  rendering  the  thread  finer  and  more  fupple^ 
and  of  offering  to  the  inanufa£l:urer  a  fmoother 
furface,  extremely  fuitable  to  feveral  articles 
of  a  peculiar  kind  ;  but  as  he  required  a  con- 
Cdef able  reward  for  his  ingenuity,  his  invention 
was  not  deemed  fufficiently  ufeful  to  merit  fo 
high  a  premium,  and  he  was  fuffered  to  leave 
the  country  ]  of  which  the  merchants  have  fmce 
repented. 

I  think  that  it  would  not  be  difficult  to  give 
this  thread  a  more  penetrating  dye,  by  follow- 
ing either  the  method  of  M,  He!  lot,  or  thofe 
praftifed  at  Lyons,  Florence,  Paris,  or  Genoa. 
The  arts  in  Sicily  have  indeed  by  no  means 
attained  the  defirable  degree  of  maturity  5  and 
it  is  with  the  art  of  dying  as  with  the  reft ; 
there  being  fome  theoretical  knowledge,  btit 
no  praftice,  for  want  of  eftabliilied  principles, 
goodwill,  and  due  encouragement.  The  black 
of  Meffina  and  Palermo  begins  however  to  ac- 
quire a  certain  confiftence,  which  gives  it  all 
the  luftre  of  that  of  Genoa  for  the  velvets;  but 

it 
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it  has  not  yet  gained  its  folidity,  and  turns  red 
as  quickly  as  that  of  other  European  coun- 
tries. 

Notwithftanding  all  thefe  defefts,  I  confider 
the  aloe  thread  as  an  ufeful  article,  which,  in 
procefs  of  time,  might  form  a  lucrative  and 
neceffary  branch  of  commerce,  and  in  years 
when  the  filk-worms  £hould  happen  to  fail, 
might  fumifh  employment  to  many  manufaftu- 
rers,  and  produce  a  quantity  of  neutral  fluffs 
(if  I  may  fo  call  them),  which  being  neither 
filk,  thread,  nor  wool,  might  afford  habiliments, 
either  from  choice  or  fafliion,  to  the  great  and 
opulent,  and  might  be  very  ufeful  to  thofe  of 
inferior  fortune,,  on  account  of  the  low  price 
which  might  be  put  upon  them. 
,  This  obje£t  has  not  efcaped  the  patriotic 
views  of  the  new  minifter,  the  Marquis  della 
Sambuca,  whofe  zeal  for  the  glory  of  his  mafter 
and  his  country  leads  him  to  analyfe  every  thing 
that  prefents  a  profpeft  of  real  advantage  and 
litility.  Some  neceffary  perquifitions  have  been 
made  by  his  order,  and  as  the  aloe  grows  abun- 
dantly 
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dantly  ia  Sicily,  and  is  extremely  prolific,  and 
confeqaently  very  eafily  multiplied^  that  plant 
may  be  confidered  as  an  inexhauftible  fund, 
aad  of  a  produft  doubly  beneficial,  inafmuch 
^$  it  would  ufefully  employ  a  number  of  idle 
wretches,  who  either  infeft  the  ifland^  or  ufe- 
kfsly  people  the  prifons,  and  would  confidera- 
bly  augment  the  royal  revenue,  by  caufing  a 
circulatioa  of  cafh  in  the  interior  of  the  coun- 
try. 

There  being  nothing  atprefent  fixed  relative 
to  the  aloe-thready  the  rotolo  (equal  to  a  pound 
and  three  quarters^  French  meafure)  is  fold  for 
eight  carlini— (three  flulhngs}.  But  if  the  mi- 
nifter  iliould  form  a  permanent  cftabliftiment, 
I  am  perfuaded  that  it  would  not  coft  the  king 
more  than  half  that  price^  and  that  the  manu- 
fafturers  would  ftill  be  gainers  -  fince  the  idleft 
workman  might  eafily  make  two  rotoli  a  day, 
whilft  the  more  indullrious  would  make  three, 
and  even  three  and  an  half  in  the  longeft  days. 
But  I  think  it  would  be  neceffary  to  forbid  th^ 
1^  of  the  bayonet  iu  the  operation  of  fcrapingi 

for 
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for  the  ftyptic  quality  of  the  juice  not  only  eats 
into  that  weapon  in  the  courf  of  time,  but  the 
ferruginous  particles  of  it  blacken  the  thread, 
or  at  leaft  form  blueifh  fpots,  extremely  diffi- 
cult to  eradicate.  It  would  be  more  advifeable 
to  employ  fcrapers  of  wood,  ftone,  or  any  hard 
body,  fuch  as  glafs,  or  any  other  vitrified  fub- 
ftance,  except  metal,  and  efpeqially  iron  and 
fteel. 
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